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Survey Description  

You are being asked to participate in a survey that is being conducted on behalf of the Geological 

Society of America (GSA) to collect information to better understand geologists’ attitudes about, and 

practices of, geologic sampling. This topic is particularly important in a time of increased pressures on 

natural systems, decreased accessibility to field sites, degradation of irreplaceable geological resources, 

and raised international awareness of the importance of geoheritage, geodiversity and geoconservation. 

Responsible sampling is relevant to protecting important geoheritage sites, being respectful of 

indigenous cultures, and in consideration of other societal issues.   

 

Information obtained in this survey will help GSA establish guidelines for responsible geological 

sampling into the future, will help inform a possible GSA Position Statement on Ethical Geologic 

Sampling, and will provide a framework to develop curricular and course materials to train future 

generations of geoscientists.  

 

Informed Consent 

We welcome input from geoscientists at all career stages from interested students to experienced senior-

level professionals. Participation is voluntary and you can choose to not answer any questions you do 

not want to answer and/or you can stop at any time. There are no foreseen risks in completing this 

survey. This survey should take about 20 minutes to complete.  

 

All responses will be submitted anonymously, and the results will be presented in aggregated form at the 

GSA Connects 2022 Town Hall session on Culture and Ethics of Geological Sampling and in follow-on 

journal articles and reports.  Benefits to survey respondents will be an increased awareness of practical 

and ethical issues related to geological sampling, and benefits to GSA and the geoscience professions 

will be development of community-based guidelines for ethical and responsible geological sampling into 

the future.  This survey is supported by GSA, with co-sponsorship by the American Geophysical Union 

(AGU), American Geosciences Institute (AGI), the International Association for Promoting Geoethics 

(IAPG), the Mineralogical Society of America (MSA), National Association of Geoscience Teachers 

(NAGT), and the U.S. National Committee for Geological Sciences to the International Union of 

Geological Sciences (USNC-GS). We gratefully acknowledge the input of Sarah Fortner and Ester 

Sztein in the design of this survey. 

 

 

Questions about this study can be directed to: David Mogk mogk@montana.edu 

Questions about human subjects research can be directed to the Montana State University. 

Institutional Review Board at irb@montana.edu or 406-994-4706 

Proceeding with the survey indicates your consent to participate. 


