
 
 
 

GSA has made the decision that all participants at the in-person Connects 2021 in Portland, OR, whether 
a presenter, attendee, exhibitor, guest, or vendor, will be required to be fully vaccinated. Participants 
must provide proof of vaccination. Accommodations may be available on a case-by-case basis for any 
participant who is unable to be vaccinated due to a disability or sincerely held religious beliefs based on 
the individual’s situation. Requests for exemption due solely to a personal preference not to receive a 
vaccine will not be granted. 

To request an accommodation/exemption from the vaccination verification requirement for the in- 
person GSA Connects 2021, please: 

1. Read the CDC COVID-19 Vaccine Information about the different vaccines available and the 
benefits of vaccination. 

2. Read the definition of sincerely held religious belief, if applicable. 
3. Initial all the checkboxes. 
4. Complete and sign the following pages of this form and return to meetings@geosociety.org. 

 

Individuals with an approved exemption will be required to comply with additional COVID-19 preventive 
requirements as specified in the exemption approval. The requirements may be updated later, if 
needed. We will notify you by email of any changes and will post current requirements on the GSA 
website. 

In the event of an outbreak onsite at the Connects 2021, or in the vicinity, GSA will follow the best 
available current guidance from the CDC or other public health authorities. If necessary, individuals with 
previously approved exemptions may be excluded from certain activities and events to minimize risk 
until the outbreak is declared to be over. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/different-vaccines.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/vaccine-benefits.html
https://www.eeoc.gov/laws/guidance/section-12-religious-discrimination#_Toc203359488


_
 

_
 

GSA Connects 2021 Request for Vaccine Verification Accommodation 
 
 

Name:    
 

Organization:    
 

GSA ID: Email:    
 

Phone: City: State:    
 

Expected role at the GSA Connects: (i.e. attendee/exhibitor/presenter/guest) 
 
 

I am requesting an exception to the GSA Connects 2021 vaccine verification requirement for in- 
person participation due to: 

 

a disability a sincerely held religious belief 

1. Briefly explain the disability or describe the conflict between the vaccine requirement and your 
sincerely held religious beliefs and/or practices. 

 
 
 
 
 

Initial each of the statements below: 
 

  I request exemption from the COVID-19 vaccination requirement for the in-person GSA Connects 
2021 in Portland, OR. I understand and assume the risks of not being vaccinated. I accept full 
responsibility for my health, and for the consequences of not having the required vaccination. 

 

  I agree that because I am not vaccinated, to protect my own health and the health of the GSA 
Connects community, I will comply with on-site COVID-19 safety requirements and other preventive 
guidance at the GSA Connects 2021. I will wear a CDC-approved mask at all times when I am indoors 
participating in events related to the GSA Connects, or travelling to and from events (excluding 
reasonable exceptions for food and drink consumption), and will diligently endeavor to maintain a social 
distance of at least six feet between myself and others attending the GSA Connects. 

 

  I understand that in the event of an outbreak or threatened outbreak, I may be notified and 
temporarily excluded from some activities. I agree to comply with these restrictions and accept 
responsibility for communicating with on-site staff to allow compliance with health and safety 
requirements for unvaccinated individuals. 

 

  Should I be exposed to someone confirmed to have COVID-19, or contract COVID-19, before the 
GSA Connects or while onsite at the GSA Connects, I will immediately report this to 
meetings@geosociety.org and/or to the GSA Headquarters phone [Phone: +1-800-472-1988] so on-
site staff may be informed. I will comply with all isolation and quarantine procedures specified by GSA 
and based on CDC guidelines. Additionally, if I am exposed or contract COVID-19 before the GSA 
Connects, I will not attend in person unless or until I have completed the CDC’s isolation protocols; 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/types-of-masks.html
mailto:verihelp@asha.org
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html


and, if such exposure or contraction occurs at the GSA Connects, I will immediately remove myself 
from the GSA Connects community. I will also comply with all mandated contact tracing 
requirements. 

 
 

I certify that the information I have provided in connection with this request for accommodation and 
exemption from the vaccination verification requirement is accurate and complete to the best of my 
knowledge, as of the date of submission. I understand that any intentional misrepresentation contained 
in this request may result in revocation of my permission to attend or my access to the in-person GSA 
Connects 2021. 

 
 

Signature: Date:    
 

Print Name:     


