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Our Sedimentary Geology Division water bottles 

were a great hit at GSA 2019 - nearly as 

beautiful as this sedimentary scene and many 

times more hydrating! 

 

Your 2020 Sedimentary Geology Division 

Officers and Student Representatives  
I am pleased to introduce myself- I’m Dr. Amy 

Weislogel, Associate Professor at West Virginia 

University, and I’m excited to take the helm of the 

Sedimentary Geology Division as Chair for the 

next 2 years. A great big THANK YOU goes to 

Gary Gianniny for his time, energy and talent in 

moving the division forward to close out the last 

decade. We are glad to hang on to him as Past 

Chair in the two years that lie ahead. 

Dr. Brian Hampton, Associate Professor at New 

Mexico State University, was recently elected to 

serve as the Division Vice Chair and we are 

excited to have him onboard; Brian will be 

working to continue building the success and 

popularity our joint Student Poster session with 

SEPM at the GSA Annual Meetings. You may 

hear from him soon asking for your help to 

advertise the poster session, recruit student 

participants, and perform poster judging once the 

meeting rolls around.  

 

Dr. Brett McLaurin, Professor at Bloomsburg 

University of PA, rounds out our Division board 

in 2020. He did an excellent job learning the ropes 

as Secretary-Treasurer in his first year and in the 

coming years, Brett will be the point of contact for 

the array of awards administered by our division.  

 

Our fearless Student Representative, Shannon 

Cofield, wrapped up her 2-year stint with the 

division in 2019. We wish her the best as she 

continues with her PhD work on the Mars 2020 

mission – so exciting! We now have two new 

fearless Student Representatives: Anthony 

Edgington, who is working on his undergraduate 

degree at University of Texas-Austin, and Sharif 

Mustaque, who is working on his PhD at Auburn 

University. Beyond keeping our social media 

accounts streaming with lovely sedimentologic 

images and posting the latest in sedimentary news, 

our new reps are busy working to improve 

networking and professional development options 

for our student members – read on to learn more! 

  

Upcoming GSA Events in 2020 

We hope your 2020 plans include one or more of 

the great opportunities to engage your fellow 

sedimentologists and stratigraphers in some of the 

community activities we love best!  

This spring, GSA section meetings are being held 

at various locations across the US: 

 

March: 

• South-Central Section: March 9-10 in Ft. 

Worth, TX 

• Joint Northeast-Southeast Section: March 20-

22 in Reston, VA 

 



May: 

• Rocky Mountain Section: May 4-5 in Provo, 

UT 

• Cordilleran Section: May 12-14 in Pasadena, 

CA 

• North-central Section: May 18-19 in Duluth, 

MN 

 

You may notice the gap in the section meetings 

for the month of April- this gap is there so you 

can be sure to participate in the SEPM 

International Sedimentary Geosciences 

Congress 2020 meeting in Flagstaff, Arizona 

April 26-29. This meeting is jointly sponsored by 

SEPM, the Sedimentary Geology Division of 

GSA and the International Association of 

Sedimentologists (IAS). There are 7 

workshops/short-courses offered along with 6 

field trips to visit rocks representing a full range 

of depositional settings. This in addition to three 

full days of speakers and presentations with 

something for everyone. This Congress only visits 

the North American continent every once in a 

while, so there’s no better chance than this year to 

immerse yourself in a sea of sedimentary geology 

enthusiasts as they converge in Flagstaff! 

 

2020 GSA Annual Meeting: Montreal 

 
 

Dozens of SGD folks have submitted proposals 

for sessions, symposia, field trips and short 

courses for the GSA annual meeting in Montreal, 

Quebec over October 25-28, 2020, when we hope 

to see many of you! The Geological Society of 

America, and specifically the Sedimentary 

Geology Division in collaboration with our 

partner societies like SEPM, will have a major 

presence at the meeting. The Sedimentary 

Geology Division will have field trips and 

sessions to share new science, a joint reception for 

professionals and students to network and mingle 

and for our division to present awards, a booth as 

a place to pick up some SGD swag and meet up 

with your sedimentary friends from across the 

globe, and of course our student research poster 

competition. Watch for the abstract deadline to be 

announced so you can chip in your contribution to 

GSA’s premier conference event. 

 

Laubach Award Call for Applications 

Be on the lookout – SGD together with the 

Structural Geology & Tectonics division will soon 

have a call for applications to the Stephen E. 

Laubach Structural Diagenesis Research 

Award. This award is $2500 and is open to 

faculty, postgraduates and students of any level 

who are seeking support for research activities 

that combine structural geology and diagenesis, 

such as fracturing, cement precipitation and 

dissolution, evolving rock mechanical properties 

and other structural diagenetic processes that can 

govern recovery of resources and sequestration of 

material in deeply buried, diagenetically altered 

and fractured sedimentary rocks. The award 

honors the work of Dr. Stephen Laubach, who 

integrated techniques from structural geology and 

sedimentary petrology in his scientific work. 

 

What’s New For Our Student Members? 

Our Student Representatives are working to build 

a LinkedIn group for people looking for 

opportunities in sedimentary geology to find 

people who are offering opportunities in 

sedimentary geology! Search for our group on 

LinkedIn or look for social media posts with more 

information. We are hoping to cultivate this online 

space as a way to build and strengthen our 

community and its ties to outside employers, 

institutions, professional societies and agencies. 
 

Review: 2019 GSA Annual Meeting 

 



Our division sponsored 17 sessions and 1 Pardee 

Symposia at the 2019Annual GSA Meeting held 

in the Sonoran desert metropolis of Phoenix, AZ. 

We again held a successful joint SEPM/SGD 

sponsored student poster session, which included 

28 student poster presentations. Thanks to the 

work of 20 of our SGD membership, every poster 

was evaluated by multiple judges for the quality 

of the poster content, the significance of the 

research, and the effective presentation of the 

scientific research. From a highly competitive 

pool of excellent posters, four students were 

awarded a cash prize of $500 and recognized at 

our awards reception: 

• Eliel Anttila, U. California-Santa Barbara 

• Anthony Edgington, U. of Texas-Austin 

• Richard Hess, U. of Georgia 

• Taylor Kelln, Loma Linda University 

 
Student Poster Competition Award winner Eliel 

Anttila works the crowd at the joint SEPM-

Sedimentary Geology poster session. 

Our Annual Joint Awards reception is no longer 

being branded as “Seds and Suds” at the request 

of GSA but that didn’t stop a great turn out of 

folks from the intersection and interstices of 

interests represented by SEPM, Sedimentary 

Geology, and Limnogeology, to help us recognize 

some of our outstanding community members. 

 

Our division awarded the Laurence L. Sloss 

Award for Sedimentary Geology to Dr. 

Marjorie Chan, a Distinguished Professor at the 

University of Utah. With Margie’s University of 

Utah colleague Dr. Brenda Bowen reading the 

citation, it was clear we were acknowledging 

someone special to our community, though it was 

less clear perhaps if it was Margie’s 40+ 

peerreviewed publications, her 150 invited 

lectures (including her 2014 tour as GSA 

Distinguished International Lecturer), her tenure 

as former Chair of the Sedimentary Geology 

Division (2013-2015), her service on the GSA 

Council or on numerous other GSA committees, 

or her mentorship of many sedimentary geologists 

throughout her career that put her over the top as 

an outstanding recipient of this prestigious award! 

Congrats again, Margie, and thank you for all you 

have done to build and maintain the flourishing 

sedimentary geology community within GSA!  

 
SGD Chair Gary Gianinny (right) recognizes the 

2019 Sloss Award recipient, Margie Chan (left). 

 

At the awards reception we also recognized the 

2019 recipient of the Sedimentary Geology 

Division Student Research Award, given to an 

outstanding student research proposal in the field 

of sedimentary geology and stratigraphy. Eve 

Lalor of Western Washington University took 

home this honor for her MS research project 

entitled: “Scaling of environmental responses to 

multiple Eocene global warming events”. Thanks 

for your fantastic work, Eve! 

 



The Structural Geology and Tectonics Division of 

GSA had the honor of distributing the jointly-

managed Stephen E. Laubach Structural 

Diagenesis Research Award, which in 2019 

went to Kayla Smith for her Masters project at 

Utah State University, “Geologic 

Characterization of the Great Unconformity 

Injection Interface Region from Field and 

Drillcore Analog Studies: Implications for 

Midcontinent Induced Seismicity” This award will 

rotate back to our division reception in the coming 

year – stay tuned to apply or learn who will take 

home the award to support their research in 2020! 

 
SGD Chair Gary Gianinny (right) recognizes the 

2019 Sedimentary Geology Division Student 

Research Award recipient, Eve Lalor (left). 

Our booth at the GSA 2019 exhibit hall, we had 

an array of items we gave away, including the 

ever-useful Sedimentary Geology Sharpie, and 

some colorful division stickers. We gave out our 

attractive water bottles to meeting attendees who 

posted to social media, to our booth volunteers 

and to poster judges, to help them keep 

dehydration at bay while in the arid desert air of 

Phoenix. Watch our social media to see sneak 

previews of our #GSA2020 swag! 

 

Call for Ideas: Rebranding the “Event 

Formerly Known as Seds and Suds” 

Since we have sunsetted the name “Seds and 

Suds” for our annual awards reception, we are 

looking for a new moniker for this social 

gathering to reflect the role this event plays in 

bringing sedimentary lovers from every corner of 

the geology “strata-verse” to celebrate the 

achievements of our members. Do you have an 

idea?  Let us know on social media or reach out 

to us to share your great idea! 

 

SGD seeks new volunteers for the Joint 

Technical Program Committee for 2020 

We thank Ryan Morgan for agreeing to again 

serve our division and GSA by organizing our 

sponsored sessions for all of us who presented for 

the fifth year! We need another member to 

volunteer their time and effort to this 

important job! Please email 

Amy.Weislogel@mail.wvu.edu to learn more. 

 

2020 Sedimentary Geology Division Officers: 

Chair: Amy Weislogel 

Vice Chair: Brian Hampton 

Secretary-Treasurer: Brett McLaurin 

Student Representative: Anthony Edgington,  

2nd Student Representative: Sharif Mustaque 

Past Chair: Gary Gianniny 

2020 Sedimentary Geology Division 

Volunteers: 

Representative to GSA Council: Marjorie Chan 

Webmaster: Stefania Laronga 

International Student Outreach Coordinator: 

Angela Delaloye 

Ex Officio Management Board Member: 

Howard Harper, SEPM 

2020 Joint Technical Program Committee: 

Ryan Morgan (Tarleton University) 

FOLLOW US! @GSA.SGD 
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We had a great turn out for our 2019 Joint Sedimentary Geology Division-Limnogeology Division-

SEPM Awards Reception – hope to see you at our 2020 reception at the GSA Annual Meeting in 

Montreal! 



 


