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Undergraduate researcher Sierra Heimel (Fort 

Lewis College) studying the interaction of 

stratigraphy, diagenesis, and fractures as 

controls on karst aquifers in the Redwall 

Limestone, Grand Canyon. 

 “Sedimentary my dear Watson” is of course 

much of the answer to many of the most 

fascinating questions in geology - but we could 

be biased.  In fact, the more we study the 

dynamics of Earth processes, the more we 

understand that the interconnectedness of Earth 

systems requires interdisciplinary collaboration 

and new “big” ways to analyze data. In this 

light, it is inspiring to see the superb, and 

integrative technical sessions, field trips and 

short courses that our division members are 

creating for the upcoming GSA meeting in 

Phoenix, and for the 2020 International 

Sedimentary Geology Congress in Flagstaff AZ 

hosted by SEPM, (and co-sponsored by our 

division). Join us for these meetings and 

upcoming regional GSA meetings for 

invigorating science and a chance to be with 

your wonderful geologic community.  

Annual Meeting Recap 

2018 GSA ANNUAL MEETING IN 

INDIANAPOLIS INDIANA RECAP 

The 40 Sedimentary Geology Division 

sponsored sessions at the 2018 Annual GSA 

Meeting in Indianapolis drew very engaged and 

attentive crowds. These topical sessions covered 

a very diverse spectrum of sedimentary-related 

science from around the world.   

The SEPM/SGD sponsored student poster 

session “T168. Sedimentary Geology 

Division/SEPM Student Research Competition: 

Dynamics of Stratigraphy and Sedimentation 

(Posters)” Convened by Amy Weislogel, SGD 

Vice-Chair, featured 40 student poster 

presenters. The posters were judged for 

scientific and presentation quality and the top 4 

winners were honored at the SGD Seds and Suds 

Awards Ceremony.  (see page 2).  

 

Seds and Suds 2018 in Indianapolis! Thanks 

to SEPM for donating 10 publications for 

door prizes! 



 

 

 

 

Dr. Kenneth Miller (Rutgers University) was 

presented with the Laurence L. Sloss Award 

from SGD Chair, Dr. Gary Gianniny at the SGD 

Awards Ceremony “Seds and Suds”. 

 

 

Dr. William T. Jackson (left) was received 

with the 2018 Stephen E. Laubach Structural 

Diagenesis Research Award which is jointly 

awarded by the Sedimentary Geology Division 

and the Structure and Tectonics Division. 

Presented by SGD Chair, Dr. Gary Gianniny 

(right). 
   

 

 

Augustin Kriscautzky, (left) receives the 2018 

SGD Student Research Award from SGD 

Chair, Gary Gianniny (right). 

 

2018 SEPM/SGD Student poster award 

winners from the national GSA meeting in 

Indianapolis. From left to right…. 

Joshua R. Malone, et al. Detrital zircon provenance 

of quartzite gastroliths in the Jurassic Morrison 

Formation, Wyoming, USA. 

Daniel S Coutts et al., Deciphering controls on 

turbidite channel sedimentation patterns along an 

active margin: Upper Nanaimo Group, British 

Columbia, Canada  [eh?] 

Asmara Lehrmann et al., Frequency of paleo-floods 

in Mobile Bay from sediment grains size and 

elemental analyses: Implications for recent estuarine 

eutrophication events. 

Mingyu Yang et al., Carbonate cementation related 

to cryogenic brine formation during Cenozoic 

glaciation, McMurdo Sound, Antarctica 

 



 

 

 

Bylaw Revisions Approved and 

McLaurin elected new Secretary 

Treasurer of SGD,  Fall 2018 ballot.  

Thank you to all of you who voted on our fall 

2018 ballot with suggested revisions to our 

bylaws and and for the Secretary Treasurer. 

The bylaw revisions where approved. 205 for, 1 

against, 60 abstain. 

 

We welcome Bret McLaurin as our new 

Secretary Treasurer, and sincerely thank Sam 

Hudson for being a candidate. We hope he will 

be back on an SGD ballot soon! 

Secretary Treasure election results: McLaurin 

147, Hudson 105, abstain 18. 

Student Representatives on the Management 

Board -Part of SGD’s commitment- 

 With the changes adopted in the SGD Bylaws 

last Fall, SGD increased its commitment to 

formal student representation on our 

Management Board! Student Representatives 

will serve one year as an ex-officio member of 

the Management Board before cycling into the 

voting Student Representative for a year. 

Candidates must be student members of the 

Sedimentary Division of GSA. Nominations 

follow the same procedure as those for Vice 

Chair above. 

Nominations now open for the next Vice-

Chair of SGD and the Second Student 

Representative.   

Here it is – your chance to serve your colleagues 
and help keep GSA the premier place for sharing 

your research and interacting with others who 

love sediments!! A nomination maybe made by 
the Nominations Committee of SGD or by four 

voting affiliates of the Division in good standing 

who shall verify that the candidate is qualified 
and willing to serve in that office. Nominations 

will be accepted if signed by the nominating 

affiliates and received by Brett McLaurin, 

SGD Secretary-Treasurer no later than June 

1, 2019 (bmclauri@bloomu.edu).  

Candidates must be members of the 

Sedimentary Division of GSA, and Student 

Representative candidates must be student 
members of SGD. Officers are expected to attend 

the National Annual meetings of GSA.  Our 

Bylaws require that these be published in the 

Sedimentary Record, however that will go to 
press after the national GSA Meeting (Sept 22-

25) when officer transitions occur.  Information 

on the candidates will be sent to the membership 
and sent to members via e-mail or surface mail by 

June 15th  and we anticipate have elections with 

voting open July 15 – August 1, 2019.  The results 
of these elections will be announced via GSA 

Division e-mail August 5th, and published in the 

SEPM Sedimentary Record in the Fall. 

  

Officer Transitions: Next fall after the Phoenix 

GSA meeting, the current SGD Vice Chair, Amy 

Weislogel, will become the new Chair of the 

Sedimentary Geology Division, and Gary 

Gianniny will cycle to “Past Chair”.  After 6 

years of service to SGD, Kate Giles will step 

down as Past Chair – Thank you Kate!! 

 

Sedimentary Geology Division Awards 

and Grants: Upcoming deadlines: 

The Sedimentary Geology Division 

Student Research Award   March 1, 2019 

This award is given to an outstanding 

student grant proposal in the field of 

sedimentary geology and stratigraphy 

selected by the Geological Society of 

America Committee on Research Grants 

from the applications submitted annually to 

the GSA Research Grants Program.  

(https://community.geosociety.org/sedimentarygeo

logydiv/awards/new-item) 

Stephen E. Laubach Structural 

Diagenesis Research Award   April 1, 2019 

This award promotes research combining 

structural geology and diagenesis, and 

curriculum development in structural diagenesis. 

https://community.geosociety.org/sedimentarygeolog

ydiv/awards/laubach 

mailto:bmclauri@bloomu.edu
https://community.geosociety.org/sedimentarygeologydiv/awards/new-item
https://community.geosociety.org/sedimentarygeologydiv/awards/new-item
https://community.geosociety.org/sedimentarygeologydiv/awards/laubach
https://community.geosociety.org/sedimentarygeologydiv/awards/laubach


 

 

 

 

Too late… The Laurence L. Sloss Award 

for Sedimentary Geology due Feb 15, 2019 

This award is given annually to a sedimentary 

geologist whose lifetime achievements best 

exemplify those of Larry Sloss—i.e., 

achievements that contribute widely to the field 

of sedimentary geology and service to the 

Geological Society of America. 

https://community.geosociety.org/sedimentarygeolog

ydiv/awards/sloss 

 

SEPM/SGD Student Poster Awards at 

GSA in Phoenix 2019! Make sure your 

student posters compete for one of the 

four, $500 prizes for best posters!! 

Four awards are given to SGD Student Members 

who present posters during the SEPM/SGD 

student poster sessions at the annual meeting. 

Students need to attend the Sedimentary 

Geology Division business meeting and awards 

reception to find out if they won and to claim 

their award.  Awards are generously sponsored 

by our SEPM,  and SGD. 

 

 

Find us Social Media! 

Find us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter 

@GSA.SGD! 

 

 

  

Join us this year at the annual meeting in 

Phoenix!  As we go to press the Sedimentary 

Geology Division is working daily with session 

conveners to sponsor a potential Pardee 

Symposium on Earth-life coevolution in the 

Neoproterozoic and numerous sedimentary 

geology focused sessions ranging from big data, 

to continental margin systems, the PETM, 

continental and oceanic drilling programs, and 

many more. 

2019 Sedimentary Geology Division Officers: 

Chair – Gary Gianniny     

 (gianniny_g@fortlewis.edu) 

Vice Chair – Amy Weislogel  

(Amy.Weislogel@mail.wvu.edu) 

Secretary Treasurer – Brett McLaurin 

Student Representative – Shannon Cofield  

Past Chair – Kate Giles 

 

Sedimentary Geology Division Volunteers: 

Representative to GSA Council- Marjorie Chan 

Webmaster – Stefania Laronga 

International Student Outreach Coordinator- 

Angela Delaloye 

Ex Officio Management Board Member – 

Howard Harper, SEPM 

 

Thanks to Lynn Soreghan (SEPM President) for 

joining us at the Management Board meeting in 

2019 

 

2019 Joint Technical Program Committee 

(JTPC) Representatives for SGD: 

Piret Plink-Bjorklund, Colorado School of 

Mines 

Ryan Morgan, Tarleton University 

https://community.geosociety.org/sedimentarygeologydiv/awards/sloss
https://community.geosociety.org/sedimentarygeologydiv/awards/sloss
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