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If dynamic sedimentation piques your interest, 

2018 is quite the year! Event sedimentation is as 

dynamic as it gets, and source to sink 

interconnections are becoming more clear as 

they play out in drought-ridden and burned 

landscapes in the west, and in flooded deluges in 

the east. Never has our world needed more 

scientific expertise in understanding, predicting, 

and mitigating active sedimentation. The 

Geological Society of America, and specifically 

the Sedimentary Geology Division in 

collaboration with our partner societies like 

SEPM, bring together that expertise, the best 

new science, in an exciting forum for 

professionals and students. 

 

Join us this year at the GSA annual meeting, 

where the Sedimentary Geology Division has 

sponsored or co-sponsored 27 Topical Sessions!  

And don’t forget Seds and Suds!! 

Join us Tuesday, 6 November 2018: 6:00 PM - 

8:00 PM, Indiana Convention Center, Sagamore 

Ballroom 3, for a stimulating evening of talk 

about SEDS while enjoying the requisite SUDS 

(and appetizers)! We will recognize the winners 

of the Sloss, Laubach, and Student Research 

Awards and give away door prizes. We will also 

roll out the exciting international collaboration 

network that the SGD Student Representative(s) 

have been creating. Catch up with your SGD 

colleagues and meet new connections! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sedimentary Geology Division/SEPM 

Student Research Competition: Dynamics 

of Stratigraphy and Sedimentation 

(Posters)  

Monday, November 5th, Halls J-K Indiana 

Convention Center 

See the rising wave of new sedimentologists and 

stratigraphers at the 40 poster-rich SEPM/ SGD 

Poster Session! Thanks to the generosity of 

SEPM and SGD, student authors of the top four 

ranked posters will be awarded $500! If you are 

interested in being a judge, and don’t have a 

student in the session, please e-mail SGD Vice 

Chair, Dr. Amy Weislogel: 

Amy.Weislogel@mail.wvu.edu 

https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2018AM/webprogra

m/Session45293.html 

Sedimentary Geology Division Awards 

The Laurence L. Sloss Award for Sedimentary 

Geology is given annually to a sedimentary 

geologist whose lifetime achievements best 

exemplify those of Larry Sloss—i.e., 

achievements that contribute widely to the field 

of sedimentary geology and service to the 

Geological Society of America.  

Check Out the 

SGD/SEPM Student 

Poster Session! 

 

https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2018AM/webprogram/Session45293.html
https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2018AM/webprogram/Session45293.html


The Sedimentary Geology Division is pleased to 

announce Dr. Kenneth G. Miller (Rutgers 

University) as the 2018 Laurence L. Sloss 

Award 19threcipient. 
 

 

Kenneth Miller in Green River Utah 

Kenneth G. Miller is a Distinguished Professor 

in the Department of Earth and Planetary 

Sciences of Rutgers, The State University of 

New Jersey. He received an A.B. from Rutgers 

College (1978) and a Ph.D. from the 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology/Woods 

Hole Oceanographic Institution Joint Program in 

Oceanography (1982).  As author of over 100 

peer-reviewed scientific papers, his most 

significant publications include a widely cited 

synthesis of Cenozoic oxygen isotopes (Miller et 

al., 1987) and a synthesis of global sea-level 

change (Miller et al., 1998, 2005). He has 

previously been awarded the  Rosenstiel Award 

from the University of Miami (2003) and is a 

two-time JOI/USSAC (1995, 2006) and AAPG 

(2014) Distinguished Lecturer. 
 

Ken is the consummate sedimentary geologist:  

Integrating biostratigraphy, sedimentology, 

seismic stratigraphy, and sequence stratigraphy. 

His work has established the New Jersey margin 

as a global laboratory in the study of Cenozoic 

sea-level change. His passion and commitment 

has also inspired countless students, colleagues 

and collaborators. This collaborative and 

integrative approach have been integral in the 

advance of our understanding of global controls 

on the stratigraphic record that he and his team 

have made over the last three decades. 
 

 

The Stephen E. Laubach Structural 

Diagenesis Research Award promotes research 

combining structural geology and diagenesis, 

and curriculum development in structural 

diagenesis.  
 

The Sedimentary Geology Division and the 

Structure and Tectonics Division of GSA is 

pleased to announce Dr. William T. Jackson, 

Jr. as the recipitent of the 2018 Stephen E. 

Laubach Structural Diagenesis Research Award. 

William is an Assistant Professor of Geology at 

the University of South Alabama. He will use 

his $2500 award to support his work entitled 

“Exploring the control of depositional 

environments on the expression of Laramide 

soft-sediment deformational structures in the Elk 

Basin anticline, northern Bighorn Basin, USA”. 

We look forward to hearing more about his 

research in Indianapolis! 
 

 

Will Jackson in the field in Wyoming 

The Sedimentary Geology Division Student 

Research Award is given to an outstanding 

student grant proposal in the field of 

sedimentary geology and stratigraphy. Augustin 

Kriscautzky, has been selected as the 2018 

SGD Student Research Grant Award for his 

Ph.D. project entitled: “Using Precambrian 

Molar-tooth structure to test geochemical 

proxies”. This $1000 award will fund his 

research and travel to GSA. Congratulations!  

 



 
 

 

Augustin Kriscautzky, 2018 Student Research Award 

winner (top), and a petrographic cathodoluminescence 

image from his research. Agustin is working to 

understand distinct diagnetic pathways reflected in 

complex carbonate fabrics, and to better understand the 

geochemical signals of diagenesis (scale = 50 microns)  

 

Bylaw Revisions Ballot Fall 2018.  

The Management Board of SGD requests your 

support by voting yes to our proposed revisions 

which update our Bylaws. We feel these will 

help the division be more effective at helping all 

our members and more clearly define the roles 

and responsibilities of division officers.   

The Bylaw revisions include elections for the 

Student Representative position, making the 

Student Representative a voting member of the 

SGD Management Board, and outlining their 

responsibilities. Additional revisions include 

increasing the term of the Secretary Treasurer 

from 2 years to 3 years to ensure continuity,  

defining responsibilities and duties for officers, 

and creating a new section for procedures for 

removing chairs who are not active or violate the 

GSA Code of Ethics. Lastly revisions move the 

procedures for award nomination and selection 

into separate documents. To see a copy of the 

revised bylaws please go to: 

https://community.geosociety.org/sedimentaryge

ologydiv/home and look on the “Newsletters and 

Resources pulldown tab” 

Election for SGD Secretary Treasure  

SGD member, Dr. Linda Kah, is stepping down 

from her position as the Secretary-Treasurer of 

the Sedimentary Geology Division of the 

Geological Society of America. We thank her 

for her dedication to the SGD and the continuity 

that she has provided over the last decade.  

The Secretary-Treasurer position is the only 

member of the SGD board that can be re-elected 

for consecutive terms. If bylaw revisions are 

approved, the new term will be 3 years, with the 

change in personnel begin immediately 

following the annual business meeting.  

Two candidates have expressed a desire to take 

on this important work during the next term; 

Sam Hudson and Brett McLaurin. Please find 

their biographies and personal statements below.  

SGD Secretary-Treasurer Candidates 

Sam Hudson has been an Assistant Professor at 

Brigham Young University since 2014. He 

received an MS from UNLV studying salt-

sediment interaction and fluid migration in La 

Popa, Mexico, and a PhD from the University of 

Utah, where he focused on basin analysis and 

shale geochemistry of the South Caspian Basin. 

After his PhD, he worked at ConocoPhillips for 

six years (in the basin modeling, geomodeling, 

and sed/strat technology groups), and as an 

exploration geologist in the Gulf of Mexico and 

offshore Canada for 3 years. His current 

research is focused on fluvio-deltaic and shale 

systems, with a focus on understanding 

depositional processes involved in facies 

heterogeneity. Though most of his current  

https://community.geosociety.org/sedimentarygeologydiv/home
https://community.geosociety.org/sedimentarygeologydiv/home


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

research is directed towards these systems, he 

considers all good rocks are fair game. Sam 

wants to be more involved with GSA – “GSA 

was an important society for me as a student and 

continues to be valuable to me today. Attending 

the annual meetings and seeing the breadth of 

research happening globally gets me excited as a 

scientist, and sharing my work with others 

makes it better and helps me see connections to 

other ideas and disciplines. As a graduate 

student, I received funding from GSA to help 

with my research, which I have always been 

grateful for. I’d like to help out with the 

Sedimentary Geology division by serving as the 

Secretary-Treasurer so that I can pay it forward. 

Helping to inspire and support young geologists 

is one of the primary responsibilities and 

privileges of the society in my opinion, and if I 

can help to make that happen through this 

position I will. The sedimentary geology 

community, from academics to industry, is an 

awesome group of people, and if I can help 

make it even a little bit better by serving, I’m all 

for it.”  

Brett T. McLaurin, is a Professor at 

Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania where 

he has taught since 2007. His research and 

teaching deal with both sedimentary geology 

and sedimentology. He received his BS and MS 

from UNC-Wilmington, and his PhD from the 

University of Wyoming, joining Bloomsburg 

University after a postdoctoral stint at UNLV.   

Brett has already served as a GSA 

Representative to the North American 

Commission on Stratigraphic Nomenclature 

(2006-2009), and as a GSA Campus 

Representative (2008-Present).  He has also been 

involved in the EarthCube End-User Workshop 

for Sedimentary Geology (2013, 2015).  

Brett notes that “It is critical to the growth of the 

Sedimentary Geology Division that we strive to 

express the importance of sedimentary geology 

to real-world applications. By demonstrating the 

value of sedimentary geology research to natural 

hazard delineation, health risk assessment, and 

non-fuel resource development, we can position 

the SGD to expand its interdisciplinary efforts 

and influence. A key aspect of continued growth 

of the organization is to recruit and encourage 

student participation in the SGD at the Annual 

meeting as well as Section meetings.” 

2018 Sedimentary Geology Division Officers: 

Chair – Gary Gianniny 

Vice Chair – Amy Weislogel Secretary 

Treasurer – Linda Kah Student Representative – 

Angela Delaloye,  

Webmaster – Stefania Laronga 
 

2018 Joint Technical Program Committee: 

Piret Plink-Bjorklund (Colorado School of 

Mines), Ryan Morgan (Tarleton University) 

         @GSA.SGD 




