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Greetings! 

 

Above: Participants in the GSA-ExxonMobil field school 
gather to admire the Permian Goose Egg Formation in 2017 
when such simple things were possible! 

I hope this message finds you all well, managing 

the challenges of 2020 as best you can, and 

finding and offering support through these trying 

times. Since the last newsletter, we all are living 

in a world we could not have predicted. The Black 

Lives Matter movement engaged the U.S. in 

another period of intense reckoning with the ways 

racial injustice permeates our society and its 

institutions, amid the chaos resulting from the 

COVID-19 pandemic, adding anxiety, uncertainty 

and sorrow to the lives of millions. Like event 

beds of the stratigraphic record, 2020 will serve as 

an important marker that separates what has been 

in our past from what will be in our future.  

As such, our traditional ways of interacting as a 

community will need to evolve accordingly.  

To this end, our division is seeking internal 

changes to better serve our mission. We will be 

proposing bylaw changes to add two new 

positions to our board. One position is a 2nd Vice 

Chair who will facilitate online interactions with 

our members. The other position is a Diversity 

Coordinator, following the lead of the 

Geochronology Division who recently added this 

position to its board. The Diversity Coordinator 

will maintain resources on a division diversity and 

inclusion web page, work to develop synergy with 

GSA's On to the Future program, enact changes to 

diversify membership and promote inclusive 

practices in division activities. Keep an eye out 

for the ballot to vote on these changes, then 

consider volunteering for one of these important 

roles! We also have planned new ways to bring 

Sedimentary Geologists together to do what they 

love: share science and the lessons learned about 

the Earth, engage in opportunities to advance our 

field, and develop a strong and diverse network of 

professionals and students with a shared passion 

for sedimentary geology. Read on to learn more! 

 

GSA 2020 Connects Online 

 
 

Instead of a face-to-face conference in Montreal, 

GSA has reformatted its Annual Meeting to allow 

for virtual participation and ensure everyone’s 

safety during the COVID-19 pandemic. The GSA 

2020 Connects Online will be held October 26-

30, but activities from September 14 through 

November 14 will also be a part of this event. The 

Sedimentary Geology Division is pleased to be 

sponsoring 54 Topical Sessions in the program, 

including our ever-popular student research poster 



competition session! There will be no shortage of 

fodder for sed-heads to geek out upon! Topical 

Sessions run Monday through Friday, October 26-

30, along with other GSA events both old and new  

scheduled for each day. We hope to see many of 

you among the attendees. We will miss the 

impromptu conversations in the conference 

corridors and mingling together in the poster hall, 

but hopefully through an online platform we will 

learn new ways to make professional networking 

at conferences accessible to folks in ways that in-

person events are not. 

 

Similarly, we have planned other activities during 

GSA 2020 in lieu of our typical booth giveaways 

and business meeting/reception. Thanks to our 

partnership with SEPM, these activities will be 

available to members even if they are not 

registered for the GSA 2020 Connects Online 

meeting! Please plan on attending the GSA 

Sedimentary Geology Division & SEPM 

Awards Celebration at 7:00 PM Eastern Time 

(4 PM Pacific Time) on Wednesday, October 

28. During this live online event we will present 

our annual bevy of honors and recognition: the 

Laurence L. Sloss Award, the Student Research 

Grant award, the Stephen E. Laubach Structural 

Diagenesis award, and the student research poster 

awards. Also, at this event, we will announce 

plans for additional opportunities to energize and 

sustain the sedimentary geology community 

through the end of 2020. 

 

2020 Lawrence L. Sloss Award Recipient 

Dr. Carlton Brett, a Professor at the University 

of Cincinnati has been named the recipient of the 

2020 Laurence L. Sloss Award for Sedimentary 

Geology in honor of his career contributions to 

sedimentary geology and GSA. Carl’s impact on 

the field of sedimentary geology is truly wide-

ranging. He has published more than 300 papers 

covering topics from sequence stratigraphy to 

paleontology to paleoecology. In addition, he has 

advised over 50 graduate students and mentored 

hundreds of undergraduate students in their 

projects. His contributions to the GSA are 

numerous, serving on the North American 

Commission on Stratigraphic Nomenclature and 

as an Associate Editor for Geology. He was 

elected as a GSA Fellow in 1992 and has 

organized a variety of topical sessions and 

symposia for regional and national GSA meetings. 

We thank Carl for his work in the field of 

sedimentary geology and his service to our 

community at GSA! Please join us in offering a 

giant, socially-distanced congratulations to Carl 

for all his accomplishments and for this well-

deserved award! Our formal recognition of Dr. 

Brett for this award will occur during the live 

Award Celebration on October 28 during GSA 

Connects Online. 

 

 

Above: Dr. Carlton Brett, 2020 Lawrence L. Sloss Award 
Recipient. 

Student Research Award Recipient 

The Sedimentary Geology Division Student 

Research Award is presented annually to an 

outstanding student research proposal submitted 

to GSA in the field of sedimentary geology. The 

2020 winner of this award is Jessica Raff of 

Vanderbilt University; Jessica’s winning proposal 

is for her project “Is variability in the Asian 

monsoon and Himalayan erosion recorded in the 

Ganges-Brahmaputra delta?” Congratulations 

Jess! Join us in wishing her the best in her pursuit 



of this work for her Ph.D. thesis. We look forward 

to formally recognizing her for her outstanding 

research proposal during our live Award 

Celebration during GSA 2020 Connects Online. 

 

 

Above: Jessica Raff, 2020 GSA Sedimentary Geology 
Division Student Research Award Recipient 

Call for Applications:  

Laubach Structural Diagenesis Award 

The Stephen E. Laubach Structural Diagenesis 

Research Award is administered by our division 

and the GSA Structural Geology & Tectonics 

Division and is given in support of research 

related to fluid-rock interaction in the shallow 

crust. The award honors the work of Dr. Stephen 

Laubach, who integrated techniques from 

structural geology and sedimentary petrology in 

his scientific work. The 2019 award went to Kayla 

Smith for her M.S. project at Utah State 

University, “Geologic Characterization of the 

Great Unconformity Injection Interface Region 

from Field and Drillcore Analog Studies: 

Implications for Midcontinent Induced Seismicity” 

This year we anticipate granting one award of up 

to $4,000 to be used in support of research 

activities, along with GSA membership dues for 

one year! This award is open to all faculty, 

postgraduates and students of any level. 

Application deadline is 2 October 2020. For 

more information please see: 

https://community.geosociety.org/sgt/awards/laub

achaward 

To submit an application, go to: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfPT

SkyZj5CrWZaafYNZgUIgMqD6Ax12JEAVUv1z

nwxuu_02g/viewform 

 

In Memoriam: Dr. B. Charlotte Schreiber 

27 June 1931 – 17 July 2020 

 

We regret to inform the Sedimentary Geology 

Division community of the passing of our 

esteemed and beloved colleague, Professor 

Emerita B. Charlotte Schreiber. Charlotte passed 

away on 17 July 2020 after a brief illness.  Retired 

from Queens College CUNY since 1993, Dr. 

Schreiber remained professionally active until her 

death. She is most widely known for her 

groundbreaking work on Messinian evaporites in 

the Mediterranean Basin, on which she continued 

to work up through recent years. Her other 

research interests ranged from Martian evaporites 

to Chinese travertines, from the Miocene of Lake 

Mead to the Devonian of Canada.  Her work 

involved interdisciplinary and international 

colleagues, many of whom she personally brought 

together to address new questions and ideas. We 

thank Jody Bourgeois for these words 

commemorating Charlotte’s life and work in our 

field. Charlotte’s obituary and an opportunity to 

share tributes, stories and pictures can be found at: 

https://www.forevermissed.com/charlotte-

schreiber/about 

 

2020 Sedimentary Geology Division Officers: 

Chair: Amy Weislogel 

Vice Chair: Brian Hampton 
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Secretary-Treasurer: Brett McLaurin 

Student Representative: Anthony Edgington 

2nd Student Representative: Sharif Mustaque 

Past Chair: Gary Gianniny 

2020 Sedimentary Geology Division 

Volunteers: 

Representative to GSA Council: Manfred 

Strecker 

Webmaster: Stefania Laronga 

Ex Officio Management Board Member: 

Howard Harper, SEPM 

2020 Joint Technical Program Committee: 

Ryan Morgan (Tarleton University) 

FOLLOW US! @GSA.SGD 



 


