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January 12, 2017 

 
GSA Karst Division Members 
 
Re: 2017 GSA Annual Meeting Karst abstract submission protocols 
 
Dear Members, 
       In response to the growing number of abstracts being submitted for the GSA Annual Meeting, as well 
as the increasing number of attendees and scheduling complexities for the program, the GSA Karst 
Division has worked with GSA and the Joint Technical Program Committee representatives to develop a 
new protocol for how abstracts and sessions will be handled for the Karst Division at the 2017 meeting. 
This new protocol is in line with many of the other Divisions within GSA and we are excited to bring this 
to fruition to better serve our growing karst community by streamlining the abstract submission and 
oral/poster scheduling process. Please read below for additional details.  
 
The deadline for submitting topical sessions is February 1st, 2017 and the abstract submission window 
will open on April 1st, 2017. Please let us know if you have any questions and we look forward to serving 
you and the Division in the coming year!  
 
 
Warmest regards, 
 
Jason S. Polk, Ph.D.   
Karst Division Chair 
 
Joshua M. Feinberg, Ph.D.    
Karst Division Secretary 
 
Cory BlackEagle 
Past Chair and Primary JPTC Rep 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Protocol for Managing Karst Sessions at GSA Annual Meetings 
 

1. Session Tracks- there are two tracks for Karst Division (KD) abstract submissions for GSA 
meetings: 

 
a. General discipline sessions are broadly defined and set within the general pool as 

subtopics by the Division.   
i. When submitting an abstract, researchers may submit to the general Karst 

discipline pool and link their work to one of five general Karst subtopics:  
1. Karst Hydrology and Geology 
2. Karst Processes and Speleology 
3. Karst Hazards and Monitoring 
4. Karst Sedimentary and Paleoclimate Records 
5. Karst Ecosystems and Biogeochemistry 

ii. After abstract submittal closes, Karst Division representatives on the GSA 
Joint Technical Program Committee (JTPC) will examine all of the submitted 
abstracts in the five general Karst categories and arrange them into coherent 
sessions that guarantee as many oral and poster sessions as possible. 

1. Sometimes abstracts are transferred from the general Karst pool into a 
topical session if they fit well there, 

2. More rarely, an abstract will be transferred from a topical session back 
into the general pool. 

3. Both oral and poster discipline sessions will be created based on the 
preferences indicated by the abstract author(s) at the time of the 
abstract’s submission and according to the minimum required number of 
abstracts per session. No conversions from one requested format to the 
other will occur unless absolutely necessary and the author gives 
expressed permission directly to the JTPC rep. 

 
b. Topical sessions may be proposed by any member of the community. Ideas for topical 

sessions are typically solicited at Division Business meetings, Friends of Karst meetings, 
via the Karst Division mailing list, professional listservs (e.g., NCKRI), and various 
social media, or groups of members interested in offering a unique session. The topics 
and contents of topical sessions change from year to year and are dependent upon who is 
proposing the session. 

1. It is the responsibility of the session conveners to recruit the required 
number of abstracts for the proposed session so that the session is viable 
and moves forward in the scheduling process. 

2. Anyone may submit an abstract to a topical session if they feel their 
work falls within the session description. The session conveners and KD 
representatives on the Joint Technical Program Committee (JTPC) will 
make final decisions about the most appropriate session for all abstracts.  

3. If a proposed topical session does not attract the required number of 
abstracts, then its abstracts will be re-distributed to other karst sessions. 
This redistribution will be done by the KD JTPC representatives in 
consultation with the failed session’s chair(s) whenever possible 
(dictated by deadlines). The goal of this re-distribution will be to 
maximize the number of high-quality, cohesive karst sessions. 

4. For special topical sessions (i.e. dedications to honor notable scientists, 
special journal issue sessions, GSA plenary/keynote sessions, etc.) or 
those falling outside the general topical session range, wherein abstracts 



could be moved to the general pool if needed, the Division and JPTC 
Reps will work closely with the conveners to ensure the highest 
probability of success for such a session and to work with GSA to 
schedule it appropriately within the program.  

 
2. Session Chairs- chairs assignments differ between the general and topical sessions. Topical 

sessions will be chaired by their conveners. General sessions will be handled in the following 
manner: 

i. The KD JTPC reps will recruit 2 volunteers to chair each of the general 
discipline session as follows: 

1. Preference will be given to have one student and one professional 
serve. The student will be mentored by the professional member. 

2. As much diversity as possible will be maintained across the discipline 
session chairs. 

3. Volunteers will be recruited from the authors of the abstracts submitted 
to the karst discipline pool from which the karst discipline sessions have 
been created. The goal will be that the volunteers will serve as co-chairs 
for the discipline session in which his/her/their abstract has been 
placed. If that is not possible, volunteers from the discipline session pool 
may be asked to serve as a chair in a different discipline session than the 
one in which his/her/their abstract is placed. 

4. In the case that there are not enough volunteers from the karst discipline 
pool abstracts, the KD will maintain a list of KD members who have 
expressed an interest in chairing a discipline session. Selections from this 
list will be made in a rotating manner with the goal that a given volunteer 
is not asked to serve 2 years in a row when other volunteers who did not 
serve the previous year are available. 

 


