AGOURON INSTITUTE
PROPOSAL AND BUDGET ITEMS 
for Regional Geobiology Meetings


Midwest Geobiology Symposium
Hosted by the Department of Plant and Microbial Biology, University of Minnesota, Twin Cities Campus, Minnesota

Submitted by:
Name (Title, department)

Faculty Sponsor:
Name (Title, department)

Meeting Goals
To provide a collegial and supportive environment for graduate students and post docs to present talks and posters and gain valuable experience communicating their science. To foster intercollegiate and interdisciplinary interactions and collaborations in the Midwest region of the United States.

History
The Midwest Geobiology Sympsium (MWG) was first held on September 22, 2012 at Washington University in St. Louis, MO. Since its inception, it has been a student/early career researcher-led conference that has fostered communication and interactions between research groups in the Midwest that would not otherwise occur, and provided a venue for graduate students and post docs to interact and practice communicating science to a broader audience. It has also provided a means for faculty with similar research interests from institutions across the Midwest to meet and talk science in an informal environment. The conference provides the students and post docs of the host institution with an opportunity to gain valuable experience in organizing and running a scientific meeting. Since the first conference in 2012 (with 28 abstracts), the MWG has grown, with MWG seeing an average of 47 abstracts submitted, and we anticipate at least as many to be submitted for the upcoming conference on September 23, 2023, being held at the University of Minnesota for the first time.

Attendance
The primary population that attends the MWG is graduate students, postdocs, exceptional undergraduate students, and supporting faculty. An expected submission of at least 50 abstracts is anticipated, and we hope that the location of the Twin Cities will encourage new attendees from neighboring institutions to attend (e.g., North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, Iowa, Wisconsin), as well as schools from Michigan to Ohio to Missouri who have attended previous MWGs. We are planning on at least 150 attendees, while preparing for and encouraging more.

Location/Date
The 11th Annual MWG will be hosted by the Dept. of Plant and Microbial Biology with support from the Dept. of Earth and Environmental Sciences at the University of Minnesota, and will held on the East Bank (Minneapolis) and Saint Paul campuses. It will be held on Saturday, September 23rd, with an icebreaker reception on Friday, September 22nd.

Format/Schedule
The meeting will constitute a morning light breakfast, two morning oral sessions, a lunch break, a first poster session, two early afternoon oral sessions, and then a second late afternoon poster session. Oral presentations will be given in a standard scientific meeting format, with 12 minutes allotted for the talk and 3 minutes for questions.

Poster Session
Oral and poster sessions will be held in [location]. Poster sizes will be 54 inches long by 48 inches tall. The poster sessions will be an opportunity for one-on-one conversations and more in-depth discussion.

Talk and Poster Prizes
We anticipate providing three awards for the top oral presentations and three awards for the top poster presentations. We will provide each attendee with two ‘chits’, one for the poster session and one for the oral sessions. Attendees will be encouraged to vote for the best presentations and best posters by placing their ‘chits’ into ballot boxes representing each oral presentation or poster presentation abstract. The hosts will tally the ‘chits’ following the event and send out awards announcements to the winners and post the results on the website. Monetary awards are anticipated to be $50 for 3rd place, $100 for 2nd place, and $200 for 1st place for both best student talks and best student posters, for a total of $700 in prizes.

Website
The MWG website and email list administration has been passed to members of the University of Minnesota organizing committee, has been updated, and we will continue to update it and add content (www.midwestgeobiology.org). We will send out periodic emails to the MWG mailing list with updates. Furthermore, we will produce a flyer to distribute to Earth Science/Biology departments throughout the Midwest to raise interest in the event and to encourage more faculty, students, and post docs to sign up for the mailing list.










Budget

1. Facility rental (lecture hall, AV, etc.)
[Location]							$300
2. Table/chair rental [lunch]
Tables and chairs as well as setup				Free
3. Poster board rental
Rental	and Moving						$500
Setup								Free
4. Trash/recycling							Free
5. Website/Printing (name tags, abstract booklet)
Graphic design (Dept. of Geology)				Free
Printing							$200
6. Food and Beverage (Fri reception, Sat breakfast, am coffee break, lunch, pm coffee break, poster session refreshments, dinner)
Friday Reception (Location				)	$2,000
Saturday Breakfast (coffee, light breakfast)		$500
Saturday Lunch (sandwiches)				$1,500
Saturday Afternoon snacks/refreshments			$500
Saturday Dinner						$3,000
7. Paper products (cups, plates, utensils, napkins)
Meal consumables						Free
8. Cash Prizes for best talks and best posters (students)
Cash Prizes (talks and posters)				$700
9. Meeting souvenir (optional; mug or cup)
Souvenir enamel mugs					$800
10. Travel fellowships
Graduate student travel reimbursement			$3,000

Total estimated costs:							$13,000

Funding Sources:
College of Biological Sciences, UMN						$2,000
Department []								$1,000
Department []								$1,000
Department []								$1,000

Total other sources of funding:						$5,000

Total request from Agouron Institute:					$8,000
