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HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY OF GEOLOGY 

Greetings!  We enjoyed a highly successful 
meeting in Vancouver, BC this year! Our 
sponsored sessions attracted large numbers, and 
there were always standees in the back of the 
room. Our History and Philosophy of Geology 
Division Luncheon was also sold out, and several 
of Bob Dott’s students were only able to join us 
for the awards ceremony. If you were not able to 
attend Vancouver, BC, we hope that you are 
planning to join us in Baltimore, Maryland for the 
2015 GSA annual conference.  
 
There are a few news items from the GSA Fall 
Division Chairs Meeting (October 18, 2014), and 
from John Holbrook, our Division Liaison to 
Counsel. Additionally, the Management Board of 
the History and Philosophy of Geology Division 
met on Sunday, October 19, 2014.  
 
Vancouver, BC Conference: Vancouver, BC: GSA 
anticipated a smaller meeting, but Vancouver 
turned out to the third largest meeting with 
nearly 7000 attendees. There were 28-29 
sessions running concurrently. 
 
Protocol Established for Divisions Counsel 
Liaison: In the Spring 2014 Division Chairs 
meeting, a protocol was enacted in which 1) 
each division nominated a potential Council 
liaison; 2) Division chairs ordered the resulting 
list; and 3) highly ranked nominees were 
submitted to Council for selection. This protocol 
was officially voted upon, and passed, at the 
Vancouver Division Chairs meeting. (Our Division 
submitted Jody Bourgeois as our nominee for the 
next Council Liaison.) 
 
GSA Connected Communities: This is a new 
workspace for each Division, and we were 
encouraged to take advantage of the websites 
for archiving documents. It works as an enhanced 
list serve, but no login is required. For our 
Division, we will need a separate webmaster to 
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post and information. We may have a separate 
public information site, as well as a private, 
members-only site. This website will allow the 
Division to post messages to our Division members 
via e-mail. 
 
GSA Baltimore 2015: David Vanko serves as Chair 
for the annual 2015 GSA meeting in Baltimore. We 
were informed that there is a new agreement and 
contractor for the Exhibit Hall. Although our 
Division will have a complementary booth for 
Baltimore, we will have to pay for furniture 
rental. GSA will no longer provide the table and 
chairs. 
 
In order to better plan for our future meetings, 
please note that the GSA 2016 Denver meeting is 
scheduled for September 25-28, in order to avoid 
Election Day. 
 
Penrose Conferences: GSA Headquarters noted 
that Penrose conferences and field forum 
proposals have been sparse. Proposals are 
encouraged, and need to be submitted 12-18 
months in advance. There is $10,000 seed money 
available for the Penrose meeting, if the proposal 
is accepted. 
 
Free Division Membership for Students: It is still 
too early to determine the impact of the free 
division membership for students. This will be 
discussed further at the Spring Division Chairs 
Meeting.   
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Council voted to make all GSA journal publications 
Open Access.  Functionally, this will mean that GSA 
journals will soon be free.  This will take a while, 
however, since there are some financial issues that need 
to be considered.  Journals are a substantial part of the 
income stream for GSA and this income will have to be 
replaced, either through other income sources or cuts.  
This will dominate decisions at GSA for some time 
forward.  Holbrook noted that “this is a bold move on the 
part of GSA to confront the reality that is the Open 
Access decree from the powers-that-be (the Feds in this 
case).”  GSA Foundation is taking an aggressive role in 
their efforts to make up the difference.  GSA Council 
also approved a modest dues increase.  Holbrook is not 
sure what role Divisions will play.  

General Announcements:    
1)      Jack Hess will be stepping down as GSA Executive 
Director, but will be taking over for Geoff Feiss at GSA 
Foundation.   

John Holbrook, Council Meeting: GSA Journal Publications & General Announcements 

The Management Board met on October 19, 2014.  

Election Results and Bylaws: The 2015 officers were 
announced: Chair, Renee Clary; First Vice-Chair, Jody 
Bourgeois; Second Vice-Chair, Dorothy Sack; and 
Secretary-Treasurer, Kathy Lohff (two-year term).  
Additionally our 2014-15 Committees are comprised of 
Nominating Committee: Ken Aalto, Chair; John Diemer, 
Gary Rosenberg; and Awards Committee: Gary Rosenberg, 
Chair; Bill Brice, Hank Frankel.  

The bylaws change to include a non-voting student member 
on the Management Board was discussed, and approved. 
Our student member is Ashley Inglehart. (Gary Rosenberg 
motioned, Jody Bourgeois seconded, unanimous approval).  

GSA Division Chairs Report and Actions. The 
Management Board agreed to sponsor a student to the 
Congressional Visits Day event. 
After the Management Board meeting, Suzanne McConnell 
(Geology and Society) informed me that the GSA Student 
group will take over this event. We are waiting to hear 
additional information, and will keep our Division members 
informed. 
 
Gary Rosenberg agreed to investigate the GSA Connected 
Communities website option for our division. This would be 
an additional electronic repository, and will not replace or 
substitute for our current History and Philosophy of 
Division website, which is maintained by Hugh Rance, 
webmaster. Gary will report back to the Management Board 
about Connected Communities. 
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2)      GSA Council is open to the policy statement regarding 
lab hours and credit at 2/4 year colleges.  At this point a 
statement needs to be crafted and passed to Council for 
approval, preferably from Education and/or Policy-based 
Divisions.  Anke Friedrich offered to help on behalf of 
Council.   
3)      GSA Council approved a new statement on field-trip 
policy.  Two points that are new that should be considered 
going forward.  There should be some safety training for 
drivers, and someone on the trip should be designated as the 
first-aid representative and have accorded training.   
4)      GSA Council was notified that GSA Divisions will be 
reviewing criteria for adding new Divisions at the Spring 
meeting.  The request was made that we also consider 
language for retiring Divisions as well as adopting 
Divisions. 
5)      Bylaws now include a clause for removal of an 
“inactive member of the management board.” 
6)     The Council will meet in the Spring on April 25-27 
and Divisions will meet before this on March 28-29. 
 

 

Old Business:  The INHIGEO report included the Division’s 
INHIGEO student award recipient (Thi Truong), and the 
Division’s sponsorship ($500, as per Management Board 
electronic vote) to partially fund the Glacier Point field 
excursion. 
The Rock Stars column has returned! Our Rock Stars Editorial 
Board includes Ken Aalto (Chair), Jody Bourgeois, and Steve 
Rowland. Since the Management Board meeting, Gerald 
(Jerry) Dickens, the incoming GSA Today editor, contacted 
me to request 2-3 Rock Stars articles each year. Jerry 
requested that we focus on more female Rock Stars. Please e-
mail Ken Aalto if you would like to submit a Rock Star for 
consideration.   
 
New Business: GSA Headquarters noted that some Divisions 
have continuing JTPC representatives for division 
programming. Bill Brice proposed, and Dorothy Sack 
seconded, that we have a permanent JTPC representative 
(Renee Clary), with the second JTPC representative being the 
Current Chair. This passed unanimously. 
Gary Rosenberg revised guidelines for the Division 
Student Award application, particularly that students 
graduating in December will still be eligible to apply for 
the Student Award the following spring. Jody Bourgeois 
motioned, David Goldsmith seconded, and the motion 
passed unanimously. (The new guidelines are already 
posted on our website, courtesy of Hugh Rance.) Our 
Management Board also approved the listing of all student 
winners (first and second place winners) on our History and 
Philosophy of Geology Division website. (Hugh Rance has 
graciously updated that information )  
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GSA Baltimore 2015 
Gary Rosenberg and Sally Newcomb have 
submitted a field trip proposal to visit the 
Academy in Philadelphia where an 1815 William 
Smith map is housed. Noted Smith historian, 
Professor Hugh Torrens, has agreed to attend 
the field trip and provide comments and 
background about the map if this field 
excursion is approved. 

 
The Pardees and Topical session proposal 
deadlines are February 1st, 2015. Our History 
and Philosophy of Geology Division will submit a 

GSA Vancouver Luncheon 
Please join me in congratulating our 
exceptional members and awardees: 
 
Henry Frankel, Mary C. Rabbitt History and 
Philosophy of Geology Award  
Robert H. Dott, Jr., Gerald M. And Sue T. 
Friedman Distinguished Service Award 
Ashley Inglehart, First place, Student Award 
Stacey Phillips, Second place, Student Award 
 
Additionally, an additional presentation was 
made for Exceptional Service to our Division:  
 
Michele Aldrich was recognized for 
outstanding and tireless efforts in both 
research and service to the History and 
Philosophy of Geology Division. 
 
A special thank you is also due to our award 
citationists, Michele Aldrich and Alan Leviton 
(Rabbitt Award), and Gary Rosenberg 
(Friedman Award, Student Awards).  

topical session proposal, Great Images in 
Geology (Renee Clary and Jody Bourgeois), and 
a Pardee session proposal, Beyond the 
Centenary of Suess (Celal Sengor and Renee 
Clary).  
 
Additionally, our Division is highly involved 
with the 200th celebration of William Smith’s 
1815 map. George Davis chairs the Smith 
Steering Committee, and will submit a Pardee 
proposal on Smith. Professor Hugh Torrens has 
agreed to be the keynote speaker for the 
Pardee if it is accepted. 

 

 

Robert Dott receives the Friedman Distinguished Service Award 
from Chair Renee Clary and citationist Gary Rosenberg 

Henry Frankel receives the Mary C Rabbitt Award from Chair Renee 
Clary and citationists Alan Leviton and Michele Aldrich 

Links to Award Applications for 2015 

Student Award 

Guidelines for Rabbitt and Friedman Awards 
 

http://www.gsahist.org/hapg_award/2015-guide.html
http://www.gsahist.org/hapg_award/awards.htm
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Ashley Inglehart receives the Student Award from Chair Renee 
Clary and Committee Member and Citationist Gary Rosenberg 

Stacey Phillips, second runner-up receives Student Award from Chair 
Renee Clary and Committee Member/Citationist Gary Rosenberg 
 

Michele Aldrich receives a special “President’s Award” from 
Renee Clary in recognition of her dedication to the History and 
Philosophy of Geology Division 

Former students of Robert Dott helped to celebrate his Distinguished 
Service Award.  From left to right: Kevin Scott, Marjorie Chan, Jody 
Bourgeois, David Fastovsky, Robert Dott,Tom Doe, Bobette Dott Bird (his 
sister), Gary Kocurek, Gary Rosenberg, and Gary Gianniny 

Citations and Responses can be found on the 
Division web site at:  http://gsahist.org/ 

http://gsahist.org/
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GSA Vancouver Student Reception 2014:  Photo Highlights from Bill Brice 
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Division News 
 
Nicholas Steno Archives in Jeopardy 
Communicated by Gary D. Rosenberg for Helge Clausen 
 
The Nicholas Steno, aka Steensen Archives, located in the Saint Andrews Diocesan Library, 
Copenhagen, is in jeopardy due to financial difficulties.  Below is a letter from Dr. Helge Clausen, 
Chairman of the Board of Directors, soliciting letters of support in order to prevent the loss by sale of 
significant holdings.   
 
The Steensen Archives, also known as the Archivum Nicolai Stenonis, is the world’s most 
comprehensive reference collection of literature on or by Niels Steensen, founder of modern geologic 
thought with the publication of his Prodromus in 1669. 
 
Additional information in English about the Archives can be found at: http://nielssteensen.dk/archivum-
et-bibliographia/  
 
I urge all friends of the history and philosophy of geology to join in the effort to preserve the Archives 
with an email of support to Dr. Clausen.  Please note that there is a time value! Bishop Czeslaw Kozon 
plans to decide on the fate of the collection within two weeks.   
 
---Gary D. Rosenberg 
Grosenbe@iupui.edu  
 
Dear Steensen Friends, 
 
The Diocese of Copenhagen has some financial trouble and because of cuts they have decided to reduce 
the annual support of the Diocesan Library (St Andrew's Library) from 560,000 DKK (UUS Dollars 
90,000) to 0 DKK p.a. as of 1 January 2015. 
 
The Steno Archives is an integral part of the Library. 
 
The Board of Directors (I am Chairman) has sent a lot of applications to Danish and Foreign Funds in an 
attempt to raise money. We are going to sell most books older than 1800, etc. 
 
Three days ago I sent an email to ca. 400 Danish Catholics asking them to sign a petition to the Bishop: 
"I hereby ask Bishop Czeslaw Kozon to do his utmost in order to secure necessary funding for St 
Andrew's Library that it may exist continuously." 
 
If you can subscribe to this petition, please let me know and it will be an honour to include you on the 
list which will be given to the Bishop in about two weeks. You are welcome to send copies of this email 
to other potential interested persons, thank you. 
 
Best regards, Dr Helge Clausen 
Clausen.helge@gmail.com  

http://nielssteensen.dk/archivum-et-bibliographia/
http://nielssteensen.dk/archivum-et-bibliographia/
mailto:Grosenbe@iupui.edu
mailto:Clause.helge@gmail.com
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   Geosphere Themed Issue: Human Dimensions in Geoscience 
 
Guest Editors: 
Julie Libarkin, libarkin@msu.edu 
Renee Clary, RClary@geosci.msstate.edu 
Suzanne O'Connell, soconnell@wesleyan.edu 
 
This themed issue will focus on the research that occurs at the interface between geoscience and 
social science. Political science, education, history, philosophy, communication, information science, 
diversity studies, and similar fields can help illuminate some of the most vexing issues facing the 
geosciences. Best practices for communicating climate science, for example, emerge when deep 
understanding of geoscience intersects graphic design. Similarly, the solutions to the immediate and 
future need to train more geoscience students may lie in lessons already learned by diversity and 
access scholars. This special issue will provide a venue for researchers investigating human 
dimensions in geoscience to share research findings with each other and the broader geoscience 
community. We encourage submission of high quality research that sits at the interface between 
geoscience and social science, including science communication, science policy, history and 
philosophy of science, learning in formal and informal settings, diversity in science, and similar 
fields. 
 
To submit a paper for this issue, go to www.editorialmanager.com/geosphere/ and be sure to note in 
your cover letter that this submission is for the “Human Dimensions in Geoscience” themed issue. 
Although this special issue will remain open for two years, we encourage authors to submit 
manuscripts by June 1, 2015.  

 
 
 

History of Earth Science Society 
 
 

Many GSA members are also members of the History of Earth Sciences Society and read and publish in 
its journal EARTH SCIENCES HISTORY.       HESS would like to remind people to renew for 2015.   The 
subscription rate is $50 for print or online or $65 for both print and online.   Student memberships 
(online only) are $25.    Renewals should be done through the HESS website:   
www.historyearthscience.org 
 
Renewals will be done this spring through the usual Metapress site, which one accesses through the 
HESS website under “membership.”   Sometime during the spring Allen Press will take over the 
Metapress function.   However, the transition will be seamless.  So just renew your membership as 
usual.  For those who prefer to renew by mail checks may be made out to Gregory Good, HESS 
Treasurer, and sent to him at 8301 Flower Avenue   Takoma Park, MD 20912. 

 

http://geosphere.geoscienceworld.org/content/current
http://geosphere.geoscienceworld.org/content/current
mailto:libarkin@msu.edu?subject=Geosphere%20themed%20issue
mailto:RClary@geosci.msstate.edu?subject=Geosphere%20themed%20issue
mailto:soconnell@wesleyan.edu?subject=Geosphere%20themed%20issue
http://www.editorialmanager.com/geosphere
http://www.historyearthscience.org/
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Memorials 
 
 

 
 
 
After graduation, Albert first lectured at the University of Geneva and then in 1955 was imported by the 
Geology Department at the University of Illinois to introduce the then forefront concepts of Alpine 
geology and structure to students. He was appointed to Full Professor in 1959. With time, his teaching 
repertoire focused more on Sedimentary Petrography, both introductory and advanced courses, and 
Depositional Models for Petroleum Exploration.  

Students remark about Albert’s eloquent lecture style, his energy and infectious enthusiasm for teaching, 
his wit, and his breadth of knowledge, particularly the wonders of petrography. One-on-one interaction 
in the laboratory was the hallmark of his teaching style. During his tenure at Illinois, Albert supervised 
34 Ph.D. and 16 M.S. theses, the majority concerning the microfacies of Paleozoic carbonate rocks. 

Albert served as an AAPG distinguished lecturer, instructor for AAPG short courses, and as a consultant 
in the international petroleum industry, teaching over 60 workshops and courses. His international 
influence and stature is also indicated by his invited professorships in Brazil and France and his 
honorary membership in the Geological Society of Bolivia. 

Since 1989 Albert has been a Professor Emeritus in the Department of Geological Sciences, which has 
allowed him to dedicate more time to his passion for the history of geology. He is an award-winning 
expert on the history of 18th century geology, credited with English translations of the works of Agassiz, 
Cayeux, de Saussure, Lamarck, and Werner, as well as series of general science education texts, with 
Dr. Marguerite Carozzi, his devoted wife.  

Albert V. Carozzi passed away July 5th, 2014 in Raleigh, North Carolina at the age of 89, leaving 
behind two daughters, Viviane Marrocco and Nadine Carozzi and four grandchildren.  

Citationist:  Kathleen Marsaglia 

Albert V. Carozzi was born on April 26, 1925 in 
Geneva, Switzerland, the son of a prominent surgeon 
who prompted his interest in geology by involving him 
in a study of the minerals found the diseased lungs of 
coal miners. Albert attended the University of Geneva, 
finishing an M.S. in 1947, and then graduating summa 
cum laude with a Dr. Sc. in geology and mineralogy in 
1948. His thesis on the Upper Jurassic freshwater 
limestones in the Jura Mountains initiated a long career 
focused on the statistical petrology and environmental 
interpretation of carbonate and clastic rocks. He was 
recognized as a leader in the petrology and petrography 
of carbonate rocks. 
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 DAVID R. OLDROYD (1936-2014) – A Remembrance1  

 
The world of the history of geology lost a dear friend and colleague this past fall when David Oldroyd 
died from cancer on November 7th.  We will all miss his bright smile and kind words which he shared 
with all who met him. 

David was born on January 20, 1936 in Luton, a small industrial town about 30 
miles north of London.  His parents encouraged him to take up medicine, so he 
took various science subjects, using physics, chemistry, botany, and zoology as the 
four science subjects required for entrance into a university.  But, as he said later in 
an interview2, he had some problems as, at that time, Luton Grammar was not one 
of the better schools.  Some of the teachers, though competent, were bored with the 
work and didn’t require much effort from their students.  The physics teacher 
seemed to strike a chord with the young Oldroyd, so he became interested in 
physics.  But as often happens, his examination results were not quite up to the 
expectations, thus forcing him to do an extra year to improve his marks.  But 

improve they did, for in 1955 he went on to Cambridge University. 
 
His intended major was to be medicine, but as there were no spaces open for medicine, he transitioned 
into science as there were spaces in that field.  Although he began in physics, David soon started to turn 
toward chemistry with the goal of becoming a researcher.  But as fate would have it, he did a “half-
subject” in geology, and as he said, “I liked geology a lot, …”, but he finished his degree in chemistry 
because he thought there would be more jobs in that field.  While doing his science subjects, David 
continued to pursue another passion, the cello, and spent much time practicing and performing.  During 
his last year at Cambridge, his mother became quite ill.  The combination of time spent on the cello and 
his mother’s illness (she died when he was taking his final examinations) resulted in a second class 
degree.  This meant he could not continue for a research degree.  In the 1950s there were great shortages 
in three occupations that would also keep one out of national service; research scientist, coal miner, and 
school teacher.  With a second class degree, the first was not possible, coal mining did not have much 
appeal, so, with a new wife, Jane, he became a teacher at John Lyon School in Harrow, northwest of 
London.  
 
After about two years, David began evening classes at the University College, London, in the history 
and philosophy of science, which he thought would help him bridge the “two-culture” gap that was such 
a hot topic of the time.  As a science teacher and a musician, remember the cello, he felt he already had a 
foot in each camp, and sought to formalize the connection.  And, with a Master’s Degree, he might help 
him become a Head Master someday.  Although he was not impressed with the level of teaching or the 
instructors, he stuck with it, but fate intervened before he could complete the work.  In 1962 he and his 
wife decided to migrate to New Zealand, especially as the Government would pay for their passage, 
move their furniture, and find a house for them.  But this move meant that David missed the 
examinations in 1962 as he and Jane were on the ship when they were given. 
 
Happily in the following year London University sent the 1963 examination papers to New Zealand, and 
he was allowed to take them, with an unbiased proctor supervising the two very long days of writing.  

                                         
1 This Remembrance is based on an interview with David at the INHIGEO meeting in Olso, Norway, in August 2008; 
http://aahpsss.org/2014/11/09/vale-david-oldroyd/. 
2 INHIGEO, August 2008; http://aahpsss.org/2014/11/09/vale-david-oldroyd/. 

https://aahpsss.files.wordpress.com/2014/11/screenshot-2014-11-09-10-12-08.png�


 

Page 10 
 

History and Philosophy of Geology 

He passed and then had to do a thesis, but in New Zealand there was no supervisor to guide his studies.  
So he did his thesis on his own titled, “Geology in New Zealand Prior to 1900.”  Geology was finally 
back in his life, and it gave him the opportunity to travel around New Zealand, at his own expense, go to 
libraries and look at rocks.  The thesis was accepted and was the first extended study of the history of 
geology in that country. 
 
With the degree in hand and after another secondary school job, David applied for and was accepted for 
a lectureship in the School of History and Philosophy of Science at the University of New South Wales.  
He felt that the only reason he was successful was that he was the only applicant who had a higher 
degree in history and philosophy of science. However he discovered that an additional requirement was 
a Ph.D., and it had to be completed within five years, or he would be back in secondary teaching.  Victor 
Eyles in England who had examined his Master’s thesis suggested he contact a colleague at Sydney 
University, Tom Vallance, which he did, and Professor Vallance agreed to help him.  Eventually, and 
after great struggles with the German language, David combined his knowledge of chemistry and 
mineralogy with a thesis entitled, “From Paracelsus to Haüy: the development of mineralogy in relation 
to chemistry.”   He completed the degree in 1974, and as we all know, the rest is history. 
 
David has been honored with the Sue Tyler Friedman Medal of the Geological Society of London in 
1994, the History of Geology Award from the History of Geology Division of the Geological Society of 
America in 1999, and the Centenary Medal from the Australian Government for his work in the history 
of science.  He became a Fellow of the Australian Academy of Humanities in 1994.  He was the first 
historian of science to be elected to that academy, and later became a full Member of the International 
Academy of the History of Science.  In 1994 David became a member of INHIGEO and served as 
Secretary-General for eight years. 
 
We all knew David as the editor of our Journal, Earth Sciences History, a position he held from 2008 
until illness forced him to step down in 2013.  He brought a both a great depth and breadth to that 
position and we could see it in the quality of the papers on which he worked.  He will be missed by all of 
us. 
 
William R. Brice, Associate Editor 
Earth Sciences History 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  


	Division Chair’s Report
	History and Philosophy of Geology
	Articles
	GSA Vancouver Luncheon
	GSA Baltimore 2015

