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Richard Gordon brilliantly applies the predictions of the plate tectonic theory to understanding the geology of continental and oceanic deforming belts.  We better know now how fault slip, mountain building and continental rifting, and folding of the oceanic lithosphere relate to the motion of the bounding plates.  We are proud to award the 2025 Geophysics and Geodynamics George P. Woollard award to Richard G. Gordon.
Growing up in the foothills of the Diablo Range east of San Francisco Bay, I imagine that Richard wondered about
what raised the high Range and why San Jose below was low. As a professor years later, Richard communicated to be to think about the Diablo Ranges to be a product of motion between the plates around it; and communicated in a GSA Bulletin article that there is a strong correlation between mountain size adjacent to the San Andreas fault and the degree of convergence of Pacific-Sierra Nevada plate motion across the fault system. Richard always widened the impact of the articles that we co-authored by applying the geophysics to the geology, including how mountain building, faulting, and earthquakes in Algeria arise because of Africa –Eurasia plate motion.
Richard has contributed in bigger fashion by teaching so many students to do science– Laurel, Chuck, Don (me), Gary, Katerina, Alice, Chengzu, Tuo, Lily, Lin, Jay, Emilia, Kevin and Daniel.  He taught us how to write, stressing to omit needless words, follow Strunk and White, and keep text crystal clear.  Of course Richard taught us statistics; to evaluate goodness of fit and estimate realistic uncertainties in parameters so as not to get ‘pie in the eye’.  He taught us how to be creative and apply geophysical missions to interpret geological observations.  Moreover, Richard taught us all to be caring and to nurture our own students.  I am so happy to see Richard receiving the Geophysics and Geodynamics George P. Woollard Award.  He fits the description exactly.
