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From the Editor 

 

Peter Drzewiecki 
Storrs, CT 

 
Greetings!   
 
Welcome to the Fall 2012 edition of the Limnogeology Newsletter! 
 
This edition of the Newsletter begins by highlighting the changes in division leadership.  
It also contains a list of events at the Annual GSA Meeting in Charlotte, North Carolina, 
and other informational items including:  

 A message from your out-going division chair, 
 An update from Laurel Stratton (last year’s Kelt’s winner), and 
 A list of upcoming limnogeology-related meetings 

     
Finally, this will be the last edition of the Newsletter that I edit, as I am stepping down as 
Secretary and Newsletter Editor of the Limnogeology Division.  It has been my honor to 
serve you and all the division officers over the last 6 years.  Hopefully I have been able 
to provide you with a little enjoyable reading over that time! 
 
 
Cover Photo: Pine Acres Lake, Hampton, CT (photograph by Peter Drzewiecki) 
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simply because we have proposed more sessions.  By combining sessions at the end of 
the abstract submission period, I think we have generally prevented topical groups of 
abstracts from getting dispersed.  Even though some sessions might not have had 
enough abstracts to fly, I believe this approach has generated more interest, abstracts, 
and sessions overall.  There are other ways to manage session proposals and abstract 
submissions, however, and I hope the community will engage with the Division 
management board to discuss these issues and continue to move us all forward. 
 

It has been wonderful over the last two years to see the community continue their 
support of the Kelts Student Award.  The Kelts Fund is now over $28,000, which is a 
great number.  This is allowing us some flexibility this year, such as awarding two 
students some financial support instead of just one.   This is happening because of your 
quiet and kind generosity – on behalf of the students that this benefits, THANK YOU!  
And keep it coming – there are many ideas on the table (increasing the award amount, 
increasing the number of students supported, paying for travel to GSA meetings), and 
any of them will take more money.  Many of our institutions have been hit hard by 
budget cuts, and it is gratifying to see the community support this work in the face of 
that. 
 

For the next two years the Division will be led by Amy Myrbo (UMN/LacCore) – it is a 
fantastic opportunity for the Division to continue to benefit from her wealth of experience 
at LacCore and her many community connections.  I am also thrilled to welcome two 
others to the Management Board – Joop Varekamp (Wesleyan) who is stepping up as 
Vice Chair, and Michelle Goman (Sonoma State), who is stepping up as Secretary.  
David Finkelstein (UMass Amherst) continues to serve as Treasurer as he has 
apparently signed up for a 100 year term, and David Warburton (FAU) is generously 
continuing to help us as webmaster.  I’m confident this talented team will lead the 
Division to greater heights in the coming years – starting with our 10 Year Anniversary 
next year!  Please meet your management board at the party, and share your ideas for 
the future of our Division! 
 

I also want to send a special thank you to Peter Drzewiecki (Eastern Conn.) for his 
many years of supporting the Division as Secretary, and for putting together all these 
whiz-bang newsletters.  Thanks, Peter! 
 

To the whole community, thank you for all you do to make GSA a special home for the 
geosciences, and for all your work in advancing Science, Stewardship, and Service.  I 
wish you another successful and rewarding year in limnogeology and in everything else 
in life – see you in Charlotte! 
 

Dan Deocampo 
Limnogeology Division Chair 
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Diatoms as Proxies for Hydrographic Variability in a 
Small, Subalpine Lake, Sierra Nevada Mountains, 

Northern California 
 
 

Laurel E. Stratton 
Graduate Program of Hydrologic Sciences, University of Nevada, Reno. 

 

 
Introduction 
 
With the scientific community’s advances in understanding broad-scale climate change 
and the impact of anthropogenic inputs, research focus is now shifting toward 
determining the specific responses of various ecosystems to climatic fluctuation at a 
local scale.  Given the brevity and limitations of the historic climate record, however, 
these systems cannot be adequately characterized without high-quality paleoclimate 
records.  
 
Of particular importance to understanding the Sierra Nevadan climate system is 
accurate characterization of long-term “mega-droughts,” dry periods well beyond the 
scope of the historical record in the Sierra Nevada, California. Mega-droughts were first 
recognized based on evidence provided by in-situ, drowned stumps from Tenaya and 
Mono Lakes and a number of other Sierran localities that were dated to the 12th and 
13th centuries CE, now referred to as the Medieval Climate Anomaly (MCA) (Stine 
1994). While the MCA has been well documented, the precise timing, severity, and 
spatial variability of individual droughts remain poorly constrained (Lindström 1990, 
Stine 1994, Bensen et al. 2002, Cook et al. 2004; Mensing et al. 2004, Graham and 
Hughes 2007; Kleppe et al. 2011).  
 
We are working to further constrain the MCA by using diatoms assemblages preserved 
in the sediment of Fallen Leaf Lake (FLL), a small subalpine lake in the Tahoe Basin 
(Figure 1). By using a previously documented Medieval lowstand as an independent 
calibration point (Kleppe 2011), we hope to calibrate the diatom record in FLL to the 
paleohydrographic variability in the Lake Tahoe watershed, which can then be used to 
interpret the remainder of the Holocene climate record preserved in FLL.  Further 
evaluation of subalpine Sierran lakes should serve to provide valuable insight into 
watershed dynamics for the Sierra snowpack, a critical water source for California’s 
growing population. 
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Future Work 
Future work will focus on continued statistical analysis to try to determine the strongest 
signal in the down-core diatom assemblage.  Additionally, to help our interpretations, we 
are developing a three-dimensional bathymetric model of the lake to determine relative 
changes in habitat availability with change in lake depth, which we will use in 
conjunction with thermal modeling to understand the changes in stratification with 
changing lake depth.  This should give added insight into the behavior of the diatom 
assemblage, particularly A. subarctica, is highly influenced by thermal structure of the 
lake due to its heavy, meroplanktonic nature.   
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2012 Kerry Kelts Award 
 

 
 

The 2012 Kerry Kelts Student Research Awardee is Elizabeth Thomas, from the 

Department of Geological Sciences at Brown University.  Her project is titled 

"Generating a quantitative record of Holocene terrestrial climate on Western 

Greenland to decipher mechanisms controlling ice sheet discharge and sea level 

rise". 

Elizabeth will be presented with this award at the annual Division Business Meeting on 

Nov. 6.  Congratulations, Elizabeth! 

An Honorable Mention is extended to Christina Pondell (Virginia Institute of Marine 

Science) for her proposal on examining the organic carbon record in severely altered 

reservoirs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

2012 Israel C. Russell Award 

 
 
The 2012 Israel C. Russell Award winner will be announced at the annual Division 

Business Meeting on Nov. 6.  We hope to see you there! 
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 Consortium of Universities for the Advancement of Hydrologic Science Inc.; GSA 
 Limnogeology Division 
 Sunday, 4 November 2012: 9:00 AM-6:30 PM 
 Charlotte Convention Center Hall B 
 Alan E. Fryar, Adam Milewski and Mohamed I. Sultan 

T108. Modern and Ancient Saline Lakes – oral 
 GSA Limnogeology Division 

 Monday, 5 November 2012: 8:00 AM-9:30 AM 
 Charlotte Convention Center 219AB 
 Daniel Deocampo, Cynthia M. Liutkus 
 
T109. Wetlands: Form, Function and History I - oral 
 GSA Limnogeology Division; GSA Quaternary Geology and Geomorphology 
 Division; GSA Hydrogeology Division 
 Tuesday, 6 November 2012: 8:00 AM-12:00 PM 
 Charlotte Convention Center 219AB 
 Michelle F. Goman, Gail M. Ashley 
 
T109. Wetlands: Form, Function and History II - oral 
 GSA Limnogeology Division; GSA Quaternary Geology and Geomorphology 
 Division; GSA Hydrogeology Division 
 Tuesday, 6 November 2012: 1:30 PM-5:30 PM 
 Charlotte Convention Center 219AB 
 Michelle F. Goman, Gail M. Ashley 
 
T109. Wetlands: Form, Function and History - posters 
 GSA Limnogeology Division; GSA Quaternary Geology and Geomorphology 
 Division; GSA Hydrogeology Division 
 Wednesday, 7 November 2012: 9:00 AM-6:00 PM 
 Charlotte Convention Center Hall B 
 Michelle F. Goman, Gail M. Ashley 
 

T111. Lake Systems Through Space and Time - oral 
 GSA Limnogeology Division; SEPM (Society for Sedimentary Geology); GSA 
 Sedimentary Geology Division 

 Monday, 5 November 2012: 1:30 PM-5:30 PM 
 Charlotte Convention Center 219AB 
 Elizabeth H. Gierlowski-Kordesch 
 

T111. Lake Systems Through Space and Time - posters 
 GSA Limnogeology Division; SEPM (Society for Sedimentary Geology); GSA 
 Sedimentary Geology Division 

 Tuesday, 6 November 2012: 9:00 AM-6:00 PM 
 Charlotte Convention Center Hall B 
 Elizabeth H. Gierlowski-Kordesch 
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T112. Lacustrine Microbialites Past and Present: Hydrology, Water Chemistry, 
 Sedimentology, and Stratigraphy - oral 
 GSA Limnogeology Division 
 Monday, 5 November 2012: 9:45 AM-12:00 PM  
 Charlotte Convention Center 219AB 
 H. Paul Buchheim 
 
T127. Terrestrial proxies of Paleoclimate and Paleoenvironment in Deep Time – 
oral 
 GSA Sedimentary Geology Division; SEPM (Society for Sedimentary Geology); 
 Geochemical Society; GSA Limnogeology Division 
 Tuesday, 6 November 2012: 8:00 AM-12:00 PM 
 Charlotte Convention Center 202AB 
 Lauren A. Michel, Jennifer M. Cotton and Ethan Hyland 
 
T127. Terrestrial proxies of Paleoclimate and Paleoenvironment in Deep Time – 
posters 
 GSA Sedimentary Geology Division; SEPM (Society for Sedimentary Geology); 
 Geochemical Society; GSA Limnogeology Division 
 Wednesday, 7 November 2012: 9:00 AM-6:00 PM 
 Charlotte Convention Center Hall B 
 Lauren A. Michel, Jennifer M. Cotton and Ethan Hyland 

 

 

 
 

  
 

Do not forget the… 
 

Joint Annual Awards Ceremony and Party with GSA 
Sedimentary Geology Division 

 
Cosponsored by Society for Sedimentary Geology (SEPM) 

 
6 Nov., 5:45-8:45 p.m.,  

 
Charlotte Convention Center, 219AB 
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Upcoming Meetings 

 
 

Geological Society of America (GSA) Annual Convention 
November 4-7, 2012 

 

The Geological Society of America will hold its Annual Meeting in Charlotte, North 
Carolina, USA. The conference theme is Geosciences: Investing in the Future.  Abstract 
Deadline was August 14, 2012. 

The meeting website is: http://www.geosociety.org/meetings/2012/  
 
Future Meetings are scheduled for: 
2013 - Denver, Colorado, USA: 27–30 October  

2014 - Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada: 19–22 October  

2015 - Baltimore, Maryland: 1–4 November 

 

 

 

 
International Association of Theoretical and Applied Limnology (SIL) 

August 4-9, 2013 
 

The 32nd Congress of the International Society of Limnology will take place in 
Budapest, Hungary in 2013. The 33rd congress will be held in Turin, Italy, in 2016. 
For more information about these meetings, see the SIL website. 
 
The conference website is: http://www.sil2013.hu/ 
 

 
 

North American Lake Management Society (NALMS) 
November 7-9, 2012 

 

The 32st International Symposium of the North American Lake Management 
Society will take place in Madison, Wisconsin, USA.  The Abstract Deadline was June 
1, 2012 
 

The website is: http://www.nalms.org/home/conferences-and-events/2012-nalms-
symposium/nalms-symposium.cmsx  
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International Lake Environment Committee (ILEC) 
Information on the next conference is not yet available 

 

The 14th World Lakes Conference (WLC) took place in Austin, Texas (USA) in 2011.  
No information is available about the next conference, which occurs every two years. 
 
The ILEC website is: http://www.ilec.or.jp/eg/index.html  
 
 
 

International Paleolimnology Association (IPA) 
August, 2015 

 

The 14th International Paleolimnology Symposium of the International 
Paleolimnology Association is rumored to be taking place in China in August of 2015.  
While it would be unethical to report my source for this rumor, please ask Elizabeth 
Gierlowski-Kordesch if you have any questions (or look to future Newsletters).  
 
The past IPA Symposium website is: http://www.paleolim.org/index.php/symposia/    
 
 
 

American Society of Limnology and Oceanography (ASLO) 
 

 
2014 ASLO Summer Conference (May 18-23, 2014) 
The summer conference of the American Society of Limnology and Oceanography will 
be held in Portland, OR.  Abstract deadline: Not published yet. 
 
2014 ASLO Ocean Sciences Meeting (Feb 23-28, 2014) 
The Ocean Sciences Meeting of the American Society of Limnology and Oceanography 
will be held in Honolulu, HI, 2014.  Abstract deadline: Not published yet. 
 
The website listing all these conferences is: 
http://www.aslo.org/meetings/aslomeetings.html 
 
 

 
American Association of Petroleum Geologists  

Annual Conference and Exhibition  
May 19-22, 2013 

 
The 2013 Annual Conference and Exhibition of the American Association of 
Petroleum Geologists will take place in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania from May 19-22, 
2013.   

 
The conference website is: www.aapg.org/pittsburgh2013/  
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Desert Symposium 2012  

Was April 20-23, 2012 
 
The 26th Annual Desert Symposium will take place in the Desert Studies Center, 
Zzyzx, California.  The theme for the 2012 meeting is “Life in the Desert: Adaptations to 
Environmental Extremes”.  No information is available about the 27th symposia. 
 
The conference website for the 26th symposia is: 
http://biology.fullerton.edu/dsc/school/symposium.html    
 
 
 

6th International Limnogeology Congress  
July, 2015 

 
The 6th International Limnogeology Congress (ILIC6) will be held at Lake Tahoe, 
Nevada/California, USA.  Stay tuned for details. Michael Rosen, from the organizing 
committee, is seeking volunteers to help organize the conference and field trips. Please 
contact him (below) if interested. 
 

For information contact Dr. Michael Rosen (USGS): mrosen@usgs.gov  
 
 
 

International Association for Great Lakes Research (IAGLR) 
June 2-6, 2013 

 

The 56th Annual Conference of the International Association for Great Lakes 
Research (IAGLR) will take place in West Lafayette, IN. The theme of the meeting is 
“Great Lakes Restoration and Resiliency”. 
 

The conference website is: http://www.iaglr.org/iaglr2013/  
 

 
 

International Society for Salt Lake Research (ISSLR)  
Was May 8-16, 2011 

 
The 11th  International Conference on Salt Lake Research (ISSLR) took place in 
Miramar, Cordoba, Argentina, on May 8-16, 2011.  No information about a future 
meeting is available.  Check the website below in the future to learn about future 
meetings. 
 

ISSLR’s website is: http://www.isslr.org/   
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Go to the Limnogeology Division website at:  

http://rock.geosociety.org/limno/index.html  

To get the latest information on other Limnogeology meetings and workshops… 
 

David Warburton, Webmaster 
 

If you don’t have access to our website, please contact a Division officer for a list of 
meetings. 

 
If you have any news you would like to be sent out to the division, please 
submit it to Michelle Goman at goman@sonoma.edu 
 
  
 


