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LEFT:  The Big Blue Bear 
welcomed the 125th Annual 
Meeting of the Geological 
Society of America to the 
Colorado Convention Center 
in Denver, October 2013.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Right:  Bears are always 
curious.  What’s for lunch? 
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Quaternary Geology & Geomorphology Division  
Officers and Panel Members – 2013/14 

 
Officers – 6 Members, three of whom serve one-year terms: Chair, First Vice-Chair, and Second Vice-Chair; and three of 
whom serve two-year terms: Secretary, Treasurer, and Newsletter Editor/Webmaster. 
Management Board – 8 Members: Division officers and the Chair of the preceding year; also includes the Historian as 
an ex officio member. 
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Central Region MS 966 
P.O Box 25046 
Denver, CO  82005 
anelson@usgs.gov 
 
1st Vice-Chair:  
David Dethier 
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Clark Hall, Rm 303 
Williams College 
Williamstown, MA  01267 
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Anne Chin 
University of Colorado-Denver 
Geography & Env Sciences 
P.O. Box 173364 
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Denver, CO   80217-3364 
anne.chin@ucdenver.edu 
 
Secretary:  
Sarah Lewis 
College of Earth, Ocean  
& Atmospheric Sciences 
Oregon State University 
3200 SW Jefferson Way 
Corvallis, OR 97331 
sarah.lewis@oregonstate.edu 
 
Treasurer:  
Scott F. Burns 
Department of Geology 
Portland State University 
PO Box 751 
Portland, OR  97207-0751 
burnss@pdx.edu 
 
Newsletter Ed./ Webmaster:  
Dennis Dahms 
Department of Geography 
ITTC #215  
University of Northern Iowa 
Cedar Falls, IA  50614-0406 
dennis.dahms@uni.edu 

 
Historian: 
P. Thompson Davis 
Professor, Geology & 
Climatology 
Dept of Natural Sciences 
Bentley University 
Waltham, MA 02452-4705 
pdavis@bentley.edu 
 
Student Representative: 
Rachel Valletta 
PhD Candidate 
Department of Earth and 
Environmental Sciences 
University of Pennsylvania 
251 Hayden Hall 
Philadelphia, PA 19104 
rachv@sas.upenn.edu 
 
Past Chair: 
Jim O’Connor 
U.S. Geological Survey 
2130 SW 5th Avenue 
Portland, OR  97201 
oconnor@usgs.gov 
 
 
PANEL MEMBERS 
2012-2014 Panel 
Meredith Kelly      Meredith.A.Kelly@Dartmouth.edu 
Sara Gran Mitchell smitchel@holycross.edu 
Amanda Schmidt   Amanda.Schmidt@oberlin.edu 
 
2013-2015 Panel 
Amy Brock-Hon   amy-brock-hon@utc.edu 
Andrew Wilcox     Andrew.Wilcox@mso.umt.edu 
Gregory Hancock  gshanc@wm.edu 
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Alan Nelson 
David Dethier 

 
GSA Councilor Liaison – John Holbrook 
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-- Message from the Chair  -- 

Alan Nelson 
It's time to starting thinking seriously about the 2014 
GSA Annual Meeting in Vancouver, one of the most 
exciting GSA meeting locations in years. Topically, 
there is much for Quaternary scientists of all 
persuasions. The QG&G Division is the primary 
sponsor of 23 technical sessions and a co-sponsor 
of 23 additional sessions. As has been true 
throughout the 21st century, optimizing your 
attendance at so many high-quality sessions will 
require some serious prioritizing (GSA's scheduling 
app for mobile devices helps). Of the 27 proposed 
pre- and post-meeting fieldtrips, all but three focus 
on Quaternary/Geomorphology topics of potential 
interest to QG&G members. In particular, plan on 
attending the Kirk Bryan Field Trip: Glacial History, 
Geomorphology and Natural Hazards Along the 
Sea-to-Sky Highway (Thursday 23Oct). This year 
the QG&G-sponsored Kirk Bryan Fieldtrip is the day 
after the meeting because there are so many 
Quaternary related sessions that mid-meeting 
fieldtrips cannot be scheduled without creating 
multiple session conflicts. Keep the digital poster 
option in mind; an abundance of digital posters this 
year will help keep this expensive option alive for 
future meetings. As always, hotels are filling up fast. 

More good news is that the ABSTRACT DEADLINE 
FOR VANCOUVER IS TUESDAY 29 JULY, later 
than in many previous years. But with the fieldwork, 
family trips, long-distance biking, or extreme ice-
climbing expeditions that you've planned for this 
summer, it may be easy to lose track of a mid-
summer deadline. To avoid this problem, SUBMIT 
YOUR ABSTRACT EARLY (maybe even in June!). 

In other news, the QG&G Division has nominated 
our very own Scott Burns (current Division 
Treasurer) for the Division Liaison Member of GSA 
Council (the governing body of GSA). The chairs of 
GSA divisions are voting this month for one 
nominee to recommend to Council for this liaison 
position. QG&G is ahead of most other divisions in 
already having a student representative (Rachel 
Valleta) on their management boards. Rachel is 
also our candidate for the GSA Council student 
representative who will advise Council on matters 
of interest to students. The Soil Interest Group has 
been approved and is very proactive in figuring out 
how best to interact with QG&G and other divisions. 
Council declined to approve the request to form a 
new Karst Division. About half of all GSA members 
do not belong to a division. GSA Headquarters is 

considering changing the annual renewal form to 
ASSUME a division membership unless a box is 
unchecked by the renewer. If a division wants to 
help fund it, there is an option for a division Student 
Award to attend a Congressional visits day in 
September. Congressional visits are always more 
successful if students attend with professional GSA 
members 

Don't forget to vote for your division officers 
BEFORE 9 JULY (Do it today.)! 

    

 

Division Awards - 2013 
 

The following awards were given by the 
Division at our annual awards ceremony 

Tuesday, October 29, 2013 
 

-- The Kirk Bryan Award --- 
The Kirk Bryan Award for Research Excellence was 
established in 1951 & given for a publication of 
distinction (within the past 5 years) advancing the 
science of geomorphology or Quaternary Geology 
or a related field. 
   Our 2013 award was presented to P.K. House, 
P.A. Pearthree, and M.E. Perkins for their 2008 
paper: “Stratigraphic evidence for the role of lake 
spillover in the inception of the lower Colorado River 
in southern Nevada and western Arizona” 
published in Rehies, M.C., Hershler, R., and Miller, 
D.M., eds, Late Cenozoic Drainage History of the 
Southwestern Great Basin and Lower Colorado 
River Region: Geologic and Biotic Perspectives. 
Geological Society of America Special Paper 439, 
p. 335, doi: 10.1131/2008.2439(15). 
 
Citation: Gordon E. Grant and Jim O’Connor 

Years ago, while lecturing his Geomorphology 
class, Reds Wolman sternly admonished us with 
the injunction that he had received from his advisor, 
Kirk Bryan:  “I never want to catch any of you 
running away from a flood!”  Both Bryan and 
Wolman would be proud of this year’s recipients of 
the Kirk Bryan Award:  Kyle House, Philip 
Pearthree, and Michael Perkins for their 2008 GSA 
Special Paper:  Stratigraphic evidence for the role 
of lake spillover in the inception of the lower 
Colorado River in southern Nevada and western 
Arizona.  For the authors of this paper have not only 
raced towards a flood, they’ve discovered several 
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new ones, and used this and other evidence to paint 
an insightful, dramatic, and compelling story about 
the evolution of the lower Colorado River.   Their 
work is a testimony to how careful field mapping 
and stratigraphy can lead to profound insights into 
Earth’s history. They leverage new observations 
against long-standing but incompatible models of 
how the Colorado River established a through-
going passage to the Gulf of California.  
Observations are weighed against models until a 
compelling scenario of downstream-directed 
integration by basin filling and catastrophic spilling 
remains the only hypothesis standing. Though 
focused on a specific place, this report has great 
significance both for understanding landscapes of 
the Colorado Plateau and southern Basin and 
Range Provinces, and interpreting general 
mechanisms of drainage integration. . Cogently 
written and beautifully illustrated, the paper is a 
model for how to use the particular to illuminate 
broad insights into surficial processes. 
   We’ve known for some time that the Colorado 
River traversed the Colorado Plateau by the mid 
Tertiary, but how it finally connected to the sea 
through the lower Colorado River valley in the 
Pliocene was unknown. Two main hypotheses have 
been proposed: (1) subsidence, marine incursion, 
and headward tributary erosion captured the 
Colorado River; and (2) downstream directed 
integration by lake spillover ultimately led the 
Colorado River to the Gulf of California. House and 
colleagues show that the distribution, 
sedimentology and geochronology of deposits in 
Cottonwood and Mohave Valleys reveal a history of 
late Miocene closed basins accumulating locally 
derived sediments, only to be cataclysmically 
inundated by water as divides were breached, and 
far-travelled sediments of Colorado River 
provenance arrived.  They reinterpret evidence for 
marine incursion as indicating a series of 
freshwater lakes, fed by the Colorado River, stair-
stepping through tectonic basins to the Gulf. This 
conclusion has wide relevance, not only to 
understanding late Cenozoic landforms of the 
southwestern U.S., including the Grand Canyon, 
but also interpreting processes of drainage 
integration worldwide. 
   The paper also illustrates how a field study, 
undertaken with open eyes and broad peripheral 
vision, can, with a bit of luck, advance 
understanding of the Earth’s history.  Multiple 
working hypotheses are tested against field 
evidence. The landscape’s history is revealed as a 
sequence of contingent events. Process-based 
mechanisms bring order to the field evidence. 
Floods are embraced. There is a palpable sense of 

joy of discovery throughout.  It’s clearly a 
distinguished geomorphic contribution worthy of the 
Kirk Bryan Award. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Citationist Gordon Grant with KB Awardees Kyle House 
and Phil Pearthree. Awardee Mike Perkins not pictured. 
 
Response by Kyle House & Phil Pearthree: 

Thank you, Gordon Grant, for your kind words, for 
nominating our paper, and for your enthusiastic 
interest in the development of these ideas over the 
last several years. It is an inspiration to know that 
our efforts have piqued the curious mind and 
garnered the professional respect of an esteemed 
colleague. 
   It is with great surprise, and humility that I accept 
this award for my coauthors and myself. To be 
honored in this way and by this organization is truly 
a peak professional moment for each of us. 
   There are many colleagues we would each like to 
thank, but first, the essentials: our parents, 
spouses, kids, and other major players in our lives 
who have borne shades of financial and familial 
burden created by our intense interest in studying 
and roaming the American desert for all these 
years--and for accepting the fact that such roaming 
will continue for as long as we can manage. 
    Phil and I share a common academic heritage in 
geoscience education at the University of Arizona 
and we have worked together for nearly 25 years. It 
is fitting that we should share an award like this, 
though surprising to us both that we would ever 
qualify for one. For this honor, we owe tremendous 
gratitude to our common mentors: Vic Baker and 
Bill Bull. Together, they created a huge and 
uniquely complementary influence on our approach 
to geology. In short, Vic Baker schooled us to think 
big; to look for anomalies in the landscape and in 
the conventional wisdom; and to not shy from 
seemingly outrageous or genuinely iconoclastic 
ideas; and Bill also taught us to think big but also to 
appreciate the simple elegance of fluvial 
geomorphic systems; to spend as much time in the 
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field as possible; and to create geologic maps of our 
study areas to see if the story really holds up. 
    Phil and I also want to thank our colleagues: John 
Bell, Jim Faulds, and Alan Ramelli of the Nevada 
Bureau of Mines and Geology; Jon Spencer of the 
Arizona Geological Survey; Jon Patchett, Bill 
Dickinson, and Andy Cohen of the University of 
Arizona; Becky Dorsey of the University of Oregon; 
Karl Karlstrom and Laura Crossey of the University 
of New Mexico; and Sue Beard, Keith Howard, 
Dave Miller, Jim O’Connor, and Marith Reheis of 
the U.S. Geological Survey for their insights, 
skepticism, and enthusiasm in the early 
development of our ideas.  
    This paper is the outcome of an ongoing geologic 
mapping project of the lower Colorado River 
corridor. As professional geologic mappers we are 
dedicated to the idea that regional geologic 
problems can be characterized by studying the 
perfect section, but that such site-specific 
observations can only be understood in their 
appropriate geologic and geomorphic contexts 
through mapping. Geologic mapping provides 
essential spatial context to understanding regional 
geologic history. Geochronology is essential to all 
mapping projects, and the addition of Mike Perkins 
to our small team ensured that we could place the 
geologic and geomorphic relationships that we 
found in a viable chronological context. The tephra 
ages determined through Mike's careful efforts 
provided vital age constraints on deposits that 
chronicle the initial development and early evolution 
of the lower Colorado River, greatly narrowing the 
window of time in which a series of dry desert 
valleys became hosts to huge lakes and then to a 
major through-flowing river. 
The physical evidence that we found in our mapping 
combined with age-controls afforded by key, 
tephra-bearing deposits in the greater map area is 
the award-winning combination here. Thus, this 
award recognizes the value of geologic mapping 
and serendipitous discoveries only begotten by 
related fieldwork…lots of fieldwork. 
    Our paper presents an interpretation of the 
history of the river that involves a simple model of 
river integration along a descending chain of spilling 
lakes; it challenges a long-standing and decidedly 
more complex model involving a sequence of 
subsidence, marine incursion, headward erosion, 
drainage capture, uplift, and river progradation and 
aggradation. The findings and ideas in our paper 
came on the heels of a novel geochemical 
argument for spilling lakes published by Jon 
Spencer and Jon Patchett in 1997. Their work 
gained some traction in the geoscience community, 
but was contentious nonetheless. There is stark 

proof of such contention. Notably, a 2001 workshop 
volume on ‘Colorado River Origin and Evolution’ 
specifically relegated two papers using geomorphic 
arguments to build on the spilling-lake theme to a 
section entitled: 'Selected Theories and 
Speculation'. Evidently they were considered 
amongst the few papers in the volume that involved 
speculation. Of course, what they involved were 
new ideas that challenged conventional thinking. 
Ironically, what very few workshop participants and 
contributors knew at that time was that we had just 
discovered the key physical evidence attesting to 
the veracity of the spilling-lake model in a ‘golden 
section’ behind a casino in Laughlin, Nevada. 
    Of course, as is often the case, the spilling-lake 
idea isn't new. The eminent geologist Eliot 
Blackwelder first proposed a spilling-lake origin for 
the same reach of the Colorado River on 
geomorphic grounds in the early 1930s. 
Nonetheless, the complex marine incursion-
headward erosion-stream capture-uplift-river 
progradation model was subsequently developed 
by others and came to dominate conventional 
wisdom for decades. In contrast, the spilling-lake 
model has received considerably more scrutiny in 
considerably less time, all in the face of more robust 
evidence in its favor. 
    That final point about greater and earlier scrutiny 
on the 'new model' is actually a particularly 
satisfying one, because it reflects positively on how 
science should work. We are extremely proud to 
have been recognized for doing good science that 
contributes towards greater understanding of the 
evolution of one of the Earth's great rivers. 

 
Response from Mike Perkins: 

When I received a letter last May from George 
Davis, the recent president of the G.S.A., I was both 
surprised and honored to learn that I, along with 
colleagues Phil Pearthree and Kyle House, had 
received the Kirk Bryan Award.  This award 
recognizes our investigation of the inception of the 
lower Colorado River. 
    My role in this investigation was the analysis and 
correlation of three key tephra in Pliocene units of 
the lower Colorado River area.  Using electron 
microprobe analyses of the glass shard fraction of 
these tephra I was able to match them with tephra 
in the University of Utah’s Late Cenozoic tephra 
database.  This database was assembled by myself 
and my colleagues Frank Brown, Barbara Nash, 
and Steve Williams at the University of Utah with 
assistance from Andrei Sarna-Wojcicki at the 
United States Geological Survey in Menlo Park. 
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    My comparison of the analyses of the Colorado 
tephra with those in the Utah database clearly 
support correlations with the Wolverine Creek Tuff, 
the Olson Ranch Tuff (“lower Nomlaki Tuff”), and 
the Nomlaki Tuff. The first of these tephra is a 
Yellowstone Hotspot tephra with a source in the 
eastern Snake River Plains.  The other two tephra 
have likely sources in the Lassen Peak, California 
area. 
    With the geochronological information in the 
Utah database I was able to assign ages to the 
three tephra as follows : 5.65 ± 0.05 Ma (40Ar/39Ar 
age) for the Wolverine Tuff;  4.1 ± 0.2 Ma 
(interpolation age estimate) for the “Lower Nomlaki 
Tuff”/Olsen Ranch Tuff; and 3.27 ± 0.07 Ma 
(interpolation age estimate) for the Nomlaki Tuff 
    In closing, I wish to thank the Kirk Bryan Award 
selection committee for honoring both myself and 
my colleagues with this award. 
 

--- The Distinguished ---  
Career Award 

The distinguished Career Award was established in 
1985.  It is presented to Quaternary Geologists and 
Geomorphologists who have demonstrated 
excellence in their contributions to science.  We 
presented the 2013 award to Gail Ashley, Rutgers 
University. 
 
Citation by: Julie Brigham-Grette, Andy Cohen, 
Dan Deocampo, Suzanne O’Connell, and Jack 
Ridge 

It is with great pleasure and admiration that we 
celebrate the selection of Professor Gail Mowry 
Ashley for the 2013 Quaternary Division 
Distinguished Career Award. The purpose of the 
Career Award is to recognize career excellence in 
published research, mentoring, and the promotion 
of our science, while also increasing knowledge in 
Quaternary Geology and Geomorphology. It is for 
this exceptional excellence that Gail is a most fitting 
recipient for the Career award. 
    Gail’s career contributions span the full range of 
subdisciplines we call Quaternary research. For 
nearly 40 years, Gail has written landmark papers 
on aspects of modern sedimentological studies in 
the coastal, fluvial, lacustrine, glacial and soil 
environments.  Many of Gail’s projects required a 
complete “from scratch” learning about new 
environments.   
    Her initial work in Pleistocene geology, while a 
masters degree student at the University of 
Massachusetts, still stands as one of the seminal 
works on glacial varve deposition. Her thesis and 

resulting solo-authored paper in a 1975 SEPM 
Special Publication are widely referenced around 
the world for categorizing different types of glacial 
varves and their environmental controls. This paper 
was also reprinted as one of the papers in the 
Benchmark series volume on Glacial Deposits. This 
identifies it as “the” leading paper on the subject at 
the time the Benchmark volume was published and 
this is still true. At the time Gail took on this project 
the topic of glacial varves in New England was 
controversial because of its association with the 
New England Varve Chronology, which since the 
1930’s was incorrectly thought to be an inaccurate 
measure of time. Her research focused on 
depositional processes and heroically provided 
substantial evidence that the varve couplets were 
indeed annual, not a widely held view at the time. 
Gail was able to show the complexity of glacial 
varve deposition and identified some of the 
processes that cause basin-wide variations and the 
rhythmic character of the deposits on a gross 
annual scale but also within each summer layer. 
    Gail’s early work on glacial tidewater margins 
and glaciofluvial systems in Alaska and grounding 
line sedimentation in Antarctica led to a large 
number of seminal publications that, over the years, 
provided the framework and guidance for later 
studies. Students and colleagues alike have 
benefited enormously from the short course notes 
and workshop papers she offered from this 
research in association with national meetings like 
the GSA and SEPM in collaboration with people like 
Norm Smith, John Anderson, John Shaw, and Ross 
Powell.  Gail’s contributions to understanding 
modern sedimentological processes at glacier 
margins, including proglacial lakes and the 3-D 
architecture of these environments and resulting 
landforms are found in nearly every glacial geology 
textbook published over the past few decades. 
    After working for some time on the stratigraphy, 
isostasy and sedimentology of the New Jersey 
passive margin, Gail turned her research focus to 
the stratigraphy and ancient depositional 
environments of the Africa Rift.   This research 
provided an entirely new view on the importance of 
semi-arid freshwater wetlands, swamps, and 
springs in the past environmental history of the 
region in association with hominid evolution.  This 
work has resulted in a large body of literature 
largely directed by Gail, which has resulted in 
expanding the application of geological tools and 
proxies to enhance and direct archaeological and 
paleoanthropological research in Olduvai Gorge 
and surrounding regions.  This outstanding work 
has not only provided inspiration for revising the 
precise chronology of hominid evolution, but also 
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documents a more accurate view of the 
environment landscapes and climatic conditions 
forming the proverbial stage on which hominid 
development took place.  Equally intriguing are 
questions of how climate change may influence 
hominid behaviors.  Gail and her colleagues, 
including many young professionals she has 
mentored, have now revitalized efforts and funding 
potential through a series of workshops and 
NRC/NAS studies aimed to optimize the scientific 
goals of future work in the rift valleys and at the 
same time increase the capacity of collaborating 
African scientists. 
    Gail’s outstanding research career is hardly over, 
yet based on rigorous field studies, she has already 
assembled a tremendously impressive mass of 
work that has influenced and directed the fields of 
glacial sedimentology, fluvial geomorphology, 
continental shelf architecture, and rift basin 
landscapes and depositional systems. In addition to 
this, she has been a champion of initiatives such as 
“The Critical Zone” within the National Science 
Foundation, and provided leadership for this 
initiative within the NSF Division of the Earth 
Sciences.  Moreover she has provided our 
discipline with vision and service in her tireless roles 
as President of the GSA, President of SEPM, 
President of American Geological Institute, not to 
mention the countless committees that each of 
those organizations breed with good cause. Her 
impressive vita outlines her dedication and 
commitment to the geosciences at all levels of the 
profession -- from the classroom, to the boardroom, 
to the outcrop, and in the context of this award -- 
toward research with a long lasting influence on our 
science and society. 
    Gail Ashley is enormously deserving of the 
recognition that comes with the Distinguished 
Career Award and it is also noteworthy that she is 
the first female recipient. The impact she has had 
and continues to have on the discipline is enhanced 
only by the legacy of her students and the 
admiration of her colleagues, near and far. The 
letters from colleagues accompanying this 
nomination elaborate on her personality, and drive 
as one of the most influential surficial geologists of 
our time.  Thank you Gail! 
 
Response by Gail Ashley: 

I am very pleased with this recognition from the 
Quaternary Geology community and want 
particularly to thank Julie Brigham-Grette who 
spearheaded the nomination, the selection 
committee, and those who wrote letters. It came as 

a complete surprise to me, but a very nice surprise, 
indeed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DCA Awardee Gail Ashley with Julie Brigham-Grette. 
 
     In listening to Julie’s summary of my career, it 
sounded like a well-planned career trajectory.  It 
was anything but that. My life has been a series of 
5-year plans that zigzagged across the equator 
from New England to British Columbia to Alaska to 
Antarctica to Ireland to Africa, changing 
environments and climates and topics along the 
way, but always focused on some aspect of 
geomorphology or Quaternary Geology. 
    At the time I started, there were essentially no 
senior women scientists for me to take cues from; 
how to juggle kids, family, field work and how to 
survive in a male-dominated field. But, I was 
fortunate to have many male colleagues who gave 
me encouragement, built my confidence and 
opened doors for me.  Marshall Schalk (Smith 
College) was my next door neighbor and gave me 
my first book on geology (at age 14) and told me it 
was something women could do. George Magill 
(UMass) admitted me into grad school with a less-
than-stellar academic record and, incidentally, with 
2 small children.  This instilled in me desperately 
needed self-confidence.  Miles Hayes taught me 
the value of integrating modern process studies into 
understanding landforms and landscapes. Bob 
Gilbert (glacial geologist extraordinaire) helped me 
at a pivotal point….choosing my PhD topic (Pitt 
Lake in British Columbia). Both, my academic 
supervisors Joe Hartshorn and Bill Mathews 
encouraged research independence.  Jon 
Boothroyd, John Shaw, and Norm Smith were great 
role models for field work in modern environments. 
Tom Hamilton (USGS) relentlessly hammered 
home the importance of careful observations and 
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note taking.  And even recently, when I began to try 
my hand at archaeological geology, Richard Hay 
graciously encouraged me to take on stratigraphic 
and geo-archaeological research at Olduvai Gorge 
in Tanzania and shared his vast knowledge with 
me. My career has been a steep learning curve in 
and is getting steeper. I think of this award as a 
“mid-career” award, rather “end-of-career” award ... 
quoting Steven Stanley (2013).   I feel I have 
received much more from my colleagues and the 37 
grad students and hundreds of undergrads, than I 
have ever contributed. 
    The 3½ decades has gone by quickly. Fieldwork 
and research has always been fun for me. Varves, 
pingos, braided rivers, eskers, springs, wetlands, 
and now paleosols and the Critical Zone have all 
been grist to my mill. I have been very lucky to have 
the support of my two children, Kim and Tod, during 
a sometimes very chaotic life.  I want to particularly 
thank my husband Jerry; he is my reality check, my 
chief critic and my best friend.  I would not be where 
I am without my colleagues and my family. 
 

--- The Farouk El-Baz Award --- 
for Desert Research 

 
The Farouk El-Baz Research Award was 
established in 1999 and given for outstanding work 
in the field of warm desert research.  The award is 
intended to encourage and reward arid-land 
studies.  The 2013 award was presented to Mary 
Seely of the Desert Research Institute of Namibia. 
 
Citation by Nick Lancaster: 

On behalf of Yehouda Enzel and the many 
colleagues who contributed to the nomination, it is 
my great pleasure and honor to be able to deliver 
this citation for the 2013 Farouk El Baz Award for 
Desert Research for Mary Seely. 
    Dr. Mary Seely’s name is synonymous with 
Namib Desert research and with the research 
station at Gobabeb that has facilitated so much of 
this scientific effort.  Trained as a biochemist, Dr 
Seely came to the Namib Desert in 1969 and was 
one of the first research appointments at the Namib 
Desert Research Station.  Following the death of 
the founder of the research station, Dr Koch, in 
1970, Mary was appointed Director of the Desert 
Ecological Research Unit of the Transvaal 
Museum, a post that she held until 1998, and her 
influence at Gobabeb is still strong! 
    Dr. Seely was instrumental in building Gobabeb 
into a world-class center for field research into 
many aspects of desert ecology, climatology, 

hydrology, and geomorphology.  She successfully 
steered Gobabeb through periods of political 
change, climatic extremes, and challenging funding 
changes. Her tireless work has provided a stable 
scientific base, which has supported many 
hundreds of researchers, including dozens of 
graduate students as well as world class scientific 
teams. At the same time Mary supported building 
local capacity for scientific research and providing 
national outreach programs in education and 
environmental awareness. Her initiatives and 
contributions in these diverse fields and her endless 
efforts in promoting multidisciplinary research at 
Gobabeb and in the Namib are well recognized in 
the global desert research community. 
    The initial focus of institutional growth at 
Gobabeb was the description of the fauna and flora 
of the Namib, with emphasis on its many unusual 
and biodiversity-rich taxa and their response to the 
harsh environment and strong climatic gradient 
inland from the Namib coast.   Mary set a very high 
standard for desert ecological research by 
conducting fundamental studies of the Namib’s 
unique beetles and lizards and their adaptation to 
harsh desert conditions.  The baseline ecological 
surveys that were carried out in these years have 
provided the basis for long-term studies of the 
responses of desert ecosystems to hydroclimate 
variability, supported by the network of weather 
stations that were established under Mary’s 
direction. 
    During this period, the support of Dr Seely was 
instrumental in developing research into Namib 
geomorphology and Quaternary geology, facilitated 
in part by funding for post-doctoral researchers 
based at Gobabeb.   Major cross-cutting themes in 
research during this period were fog and other 
water sources, spatial and temporal changes in 
climatic and ecosystem parameters, dunes, 
ephemeral rivers, inselbergs, and desert crusts.  
The antiquity of desert climates in the Namib, and 
their relationship to landform development and 
biodiversity has been a further important research 
theme, as was the history and environments of the 
Kuiseb River, an ecological and hydrological lifeline 
that crosses the Namib.  The number (over 1200), 
scope, and quality of publications that have arisen 
from this era of Namib research are enormous and 
have made the Namib possibly among the best-
studied deserts in the world.  We, personally, have 
benefitted from her collaboration and deep 
knowledge. 
    Following the granting of independence to 
Namibia in 1990, the focus of research at Gobabeb 
changed to reflect an increased emphasis on 
applied research and capacity building of young 
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southern Africans in desert research.   Mary Seely 
embraced this new role and was instrumental in the 
founding and development of the Desert Research 
Foundation of Namibia (DRFN).  Dr. Seely 
recognized the need for interdisciplinary research 
and training to support sustainable development of 
Namibia’s natural resources and from 1990 to 
2006, she provided overall program coordination for 
over 50 projects of the Desert Research Foundation 
of Namibia and from 1990 to the present overall 
professional coordination for over 45 environmental 
assessments and consultancies for Environmental 
Evaluation Associates of Namibia (Pty) Ltd.   
Important projects during this period included an 
interdisciplinary survey of the ephemeral rivers of 
the Namib. 
    Mary Seely’s expertise in desert systems was 
recognized internationally by her appointment as a 
member of the Group of Experts (GoE) of the 
United Nations Convention to Combat 
Desertification in 2002.  Within the GoE, Mary 
worked tirelessly and effectively to bring attention to 
the importance of connecting science and policy to 
the communities where mitigation was most 
needed.  Most of the GoE as well as the Convention 
itself seemed satisfied to talk among themselves at 
the level of policy makers and scientists.  Mary 
pushed relentlessly to get the point across that the 
UNCCD would be worthless without a strong 
connection tos people and their communities.  For 
this, she was widely admired and respected. 
    Responding to pressures on the fragile 
ecosystems of the hyperarid Namib desert from 
mining and tourism, Dr. Seely has been very active 
in promoting conservation of the region’s unique 
landscapes and biodiversity.  This has culminated 
in her leadership role in the nomination of the 
Namib Sand Sea as a World Heritage Site, an effort 
that involved documenting its unique scientific and 
aesthetic qualities and global significance.   This 
effort was very successful, as the Namib Sand Sea 
was recognized by UNESCO as a World Heritage 
Site in June 2013, fulfilling all four criteria, putting it 
on a par with the Galapagos Islands and the Great 
Barrier Reef. 
    Mary Seely’s role as a research leader is 
reflected by her support of young scientists.  Over 
the years, countless students from Namibia, South 
Africa, and many other countries have gained 
research experiences as technicians and other 
support staff at Gobabeb.  Many have gone on to 
scientific careers of their own.  The existence of 
Gobabeb and the support and encouragement 
provided by Dr Seely has fostered a great many 
theses and dissertations in desert ecology, 
hydrology, and geomorphology. 

    Mary Seely has supported many who have made 
fundamental contributions to the study of desert 
landforms and processes.  Among the numerous 
people she has supported are ourselves (Lancaster 
and Enzel), Andrew Goudie, Heather Viles, Helga 
Besler, Klaus Heine, Andrew Watson, Ian 
Livingstone, Charlie Bristow, Jim Teller, Frank 
Eckardt, Yehouda Enzel, Ofer Dahan, Gerardo 
Benito and David Thomas. They in turn have 
worked on dunes, lacustrine deposits, tufas, dust 
storms, weathering, flood deposits, ephemeral river 
hydrology, gypsum crusts, playas etc. 
    Mary Seely has herself co-supervised over 50 
MSc and PhD degrees in arid zone ecology and 
environmental topics and organized and 
contributed to training programs for University of 
Namibia, Polytechnic of Namibia, four Colleges of 
Education of Namibia and varied international 
educational groups. 
    Dr Seely has amassed a vast number of 
publications (at least 130 peer-reviewed 
publications, and 10 books) over her long career, 
covering the range from fundamental investigations 
of tenebrionid beetle behavior and ecology to 
popular guidebooks to the Namib Desert.  Her work 
on the hydrology of Namibia's ephemeral rivers, 
water resources, and relationship with the ecology 
of the Namib-crossing rivers are examples of top 
rated research. 
    Mary Seely’s leadership and remarkable 
contributions to desert research and conservation 
make her truly deserving of the 2013 Farouk El Baz 
Award for Desert Research.   Please join me in 
congratulating Mary on her award. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Citationists Yehouda Enzel and Nick Lancaster with   El-
Baz awardee Mary Seely. 
Response by Mary Seely: 

Dr Nick Lancaster, Prof Yehouda Enzel and all the 
additional supporters – thank you sincerely for 
nominating me for the 2013 Farouk el Baz Award 
for Desert Research from the Quaternary Geology 
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and Geomorphology Division of the Geological 
Society of America. I thoroughly appreciate this 
gesture. And while I welcome being nominated for 
this award I am sure you and all our mutual 
colleagues recognize that I certainly didn’t do 
anything to deserve this honor by myself alone – 
and I will explain why.  
    First, I was lucky enough to spend twenty-eight 
years as Director of what is now known as the 
Gobabeb Research and Training Centre. During 
this time a myriad of geologists, geomorphologists, 
quaternary scientists, ecologists and others visited 
Gobabeb which is located on the northern threshold 
of the Namib Sand Sea. The results of your 
combined efforts yielded many valuable books, 
peer-reviewed papers and other publications and, 
inter alia, helped to ensure the inscription of this 
unique dune desert as a World Heritage Site this 
year. 
    Secondly, you and your many colleagues took 
the time and patience to include me in many of your 
diverse projects, a happenstance that gave me and 
my coworkers the opportunity to learn more about 
the Namib Sand Sea than we ever would have 
without this guidance and mentoring The shared 
field trips were always a highlight when long 
discussions about dunes as well as other wide-
ranging topics kept us thoroughly occupied during 
extended desert drives. Many of you will have 
recognised the published observations, data and 
ideas incorporated into my presentation yesterday 
as well as the contributions you made to convince 
UNESCO to inscribe the Namib Sand Sea as a 
World Heritage Site. Others such as Roger Swart 
and Duncan Mitchell contributed directly to my 
paper yesterday and are examples of the ongoing 
collaboration that has contributed to tonight’s event. 
    Thirdly, I would like to thank Farouk el Baz for 
opportunity represented by this award. Desert 
research requires more recognition than it current 
receives and will require even more as time goes 
on. Today it is too easy, particularly in the 
developing world, to blame low productivity on 
‘drought’, ‘desertification’ or on ‘climate change’ 
and not acknowledge and take advantage of the 
natural variability of arid and desertic environments. 
And, of course, these phenomena can’t be 
addressed by individual resource users, or so those 
affected think, and thus they request government 
subsidies or donor or other external funding to set 
matters right. However, the more we study long-
term data sets the more we recognize the extreme 
natural variability of deserts that is neither 
‘desertification’ nor ‘climate change’. Rather than 
talking about how ‘drought’ or ‘climate change’ is 
impacting socio-political-economic situations, we 

should be asking how socio-political-economic 
elements are impacting on the productivity of 
naturally variable arid environments. 
Understanding more about deserts will contribute to 
altering this contrary perspective. 
    Fourthly, a large thank you to the many diverse 
funders who have assisted researchers, educators, 
students and volunteers to spend time learning 
about and contributing to our understanding of the 
desert environment. Through the years, these have 
ranged from prestigious bodies such as the 
National Science Foundation to small, obscure 
bodies such as the local Wildlife Society. This 
funding has come from many countries and 
organisations at different times in the evolution of 
the Gobabeb Research and Training Centre and for 
many different purposes. And extensive and varied 
funding has benefited many young Namibians to 
study further in related fields as well. 
    As a last point for my thank you to all of you, but 
particularly to Nick and Yehouda and the 
Quaternary Geology and Geomorphology Division 
of the Geological Society of America, I am 
particularly honored that you have awarded me the 
2013 Farouk el Baz Award for Desert Research – 
for what seemed to be, and still is, a continuously 
gratifying and always fun endeavour. I can only say 
to all of you, perhaps something that you already 
know, desert research in all its ramifications is 
always interesting, never boring, and a great way to 
pursue relevant and fulfilling adventures. Thank you 
all for this recognition and I look forward to hearing 
about future awardees and also to many more 
years sharing time, experiences and thoughts with 
you in the deserts and particularly in the Namib 
Sand Sea. 
 

--- Gladys W. Cole --- 
Memorial Research Award 

 
The Glady W. Cole Memorial Research Award is 
restricted to investigation of the geomorphology of 
semi-arid and arid terrains in the United States and 
Mexico.  It is given each year to a GSA Member or 
Fellow between 30 and 65 years of age who has 
published one or more significant papers in 
geomorphology. The fund was established in 1980 
by Dr. W. Storrs Cole in memory of his wife.  The 
first award was presented in 1982.  The 2013 award 
was given to 
 
Thad A. Wasklewicz, East Carolina University, 
for his proposal Quantitative Debris Flow Risk 
Assessment, Phoenix, AZ. 
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Thad Wasklewicz (right) with QG&G Chair Jim 
O’Connor. 

 

--- Student Research Awards --- 
 

Our division offers three student awards each 
year:  The J. Hoover Mackin Research Award 
was created in 1974 to support graduate student 
research in Quaternary geology/geomorphology.  
The Arthur D. Howard Research Award was 

established in 1992 to support graduate student 
research in Quaternary geography or 

geomorphology.  The Marie Morisawa Award 
was established in 2006 to support promising 
female graduate students in geomorphology. 

 

--- J. Hoover Mackin Award --- 
The 2013 Mackin Award for PhD research was 

given to Rachel D. Valletta, University of 
Pennsylvania, for her proposal: When were the 

hills alive? Constraining upper and lower age 
estimates in the Friis Hills,  

Dry Valleys, Antarctica Advisor: Jane Willenbring 
 

--- Arthur D. Howard --- 
Research Award 

The 2013 Howard Award for MS research was 
given to: Claire Forgacs, The University of 

Kansas, for her proposal: Exploring the 
chronology of dune activity in the Wood River 

dune field of central Alaska using a post-IR IRSL 
method. Advisor: William C. Johnson 

 
Student Awardees Rachel Valletta, Natalie Anderson, 

Claire Forgacs and Christine Brandon with QG&G Chair 
Jim O’Connor 

 

--- Marie Morisawa Award --- 
The 2013 Marie Morisawa Award was given to 

Christine M. Brandon, University of 
Massachusetts-Amherst, for her proposal: 

Reconstructing the flooding history of New York 
Harbor, including Hurricane Sandy, from event 

deposits in a back-barrier pond. Advisor Jonathan 
Woodruff 

 

--- Robert K. Fahnestock --- 
Memorial Award 

The Fahnestock Memorial Award from GSA 
honors the memory of the former member of the 
Research Grants Committee, who died indirectly 

as a result his service on the committee.  The 
award is given for the best proposal in sediment 

transport or related aspect of fluvial 
geomorphology.  The 2013 recipient was Natalie 
K. Anderson, Colorado State University for her 
proposal: The Great Slave Lake, A wood sink? 

Advisor: Ellen Wohl. 

 

--- The John Montagne Fund --- 
The Montagne Fund was established in 2000 to 
support one student’s research in Quaternary 
geology and geomorphology.  The 2013 recipient 
was Samuel E. Munoz, University of 
Wisconsin-Madison for his proposal: Assessing 
the Consequences of Environmental Change in 
the Cahokia Region. Advisor: Jack Williams.  
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More QG&G Fellows  
Elected in 2013! 

The following members of the division were elected GSA Fellows this year: 
 

Luis Gonzalez            Francis Magilligan 
Benjamin P. Horton               Andrew Meigs 

Harvey M. Kelsey                 William N. Mode 
Eric M. Leonard                         Dallas Rhodes 

Randall J. Schaetzl

 
QG&G Management Board Meeting  - Minutes 

Sunday, October 27, 2013 
7:00 PM-9:00 PM, Hyatt CCC, Mineral Hall B,  

Denver Colorado 
Attending: 
Officers 
Sara Rathburn, Past Chair 
Jim O’Connor, Chair 
Alan Nelson, 1st  Vice Chair 
Dave Dethier, 2nd Vice Chair 
Anne Chin, 2nd Vice Chair elect 
Scott Burns, Treasurer 
Sarah Lewis, Secretary 
Dennis Dahms, Newsletter editor/ Webmaster 
Thom Davis, Historian 
 
Panel:  
Margaret Berry, Ben Laabs*, MaryAnn Madej, 2011-
2013 Panel (outgoing) 
Meredith Kelly*, Sara Mitchell, Amanda Schmidt 
2012-2014 Panel  
Amy Brock-Hon, Gregory Hancock, Andrew Wilcox, 
2013-2015 Panel (incoming) 
 
Other attendees: 
Christine Brandon, Rachel Valletta, Natalie 
Anderson, Claire Forgacs, Samuel Munoz* 2013 
student award recipients 
Wesley Hill, GSA Division liaison  
Paul Bierman, Christine Massey, Division members 
 
* Sent regrets for not attending 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:10pm 
 
The meeting began with Paul Bierman (Past Chair3) 
giving a brief overview and introduction to the NSF 
funded textbook Key Concepts in Geomorphology, 
which many QG&G members have helped to shape.  It is 
in the final proofing stage by the publisher (Freeman), 
and will be ready for use in the classroom in 2014. 
 

 
Division T-shirts& Hats: Sara Rathburn (Past Chair) 
unveiled the new division T-shirts (300 men’s & women’s 
American Apparel S – XL; Go West T-shirt Company, 
Fort Collins, CO), and traditional (75 with the logo on front 
and division name on back) and short-billed (50 with 
division name on front) caps (TopShelf Embroidery and 
Screen Print in Fort Collins, CO). The T-shirts and caps 
are available for a suggested donation of $15 each at the 
Awards Ceremony on Tuesday night. At the suggested 
donation, 285 of the 425 items will cover the upfront 
costs. Additional venues were discussed and discarded: 
a) division booth in exhibition hall, b) for 30 min before 
the KB trip and c) mail-order. The 4 large boxes 
containing the remaining items will be stored by GSA and 
delivered to the 2014 Vancouver meeting. Note: Sara 
reported that we distributed 140 items in the 3 hour 
window at the awards ceremony on Tuesday night. 
 
GSA Division Chair’s Report:  Jim O’Connor (Chair) 
gave a summary of the division chair’s meeting held 
Saturday, October 26th.  The division is healthy with 
respect to membership numbers. The 2013 Denver 
meeting is the largest ever, with over 5000 submitted 
abstracts (1800 from students) and roughly 8000 
attendees, and up to 33 concurrent sessions. We are one 
of GSA’s larger divisions, with a membership of 1390 as 
of October 2013. On average, 32% of QG&G members 
open the blast emails sent to the division list, this 
increases to 40% for the emails announcing newsletters 
and ballots. 

Items on the meeting agenda of note to the division 
included:  (1) GSA received a letter from President 
Obama with congratulations on its 125th Anniversary  (2) 
Discussion of the membership demographics (large 
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proportions of student and senior members) and 
recognition of a need to address the dip in early and mid-
career members (3) Awareness of the burgeoning issue 
of open-access journals (4) Increasing member 
participation in GSA’s Connected Community (5) 
Development of Interdisciplinary Interest Groups that 
focus on scientific fields or topics that cut across several 
of the current GSA specialty science Divisions (i.e. karst). 

Treasurer’s report: Scott Burns (Treasurer) reported 
that in fiscal year 2012-13, the Division had a total income 
of $12,740, and total expenses of $10,345 for a net 
income s of $2395. For fiscal year 2013-14, Scott 
presented a budget having projected income of $9100 
from dues, $3500 from donors, including a $1000 subsidy 
for students for the Kirk Bryan field trip, and projected 
expenses of $12,100, for a projected surplus of $500 (see 
attached report). As of June 2013, the Division has total 
reserve assets of $7028. A portion of these assets 
($3994) is set aside as deferred dues to cover expenses 
incurred prior to the collection of dues.  The reserve may 
be used for things outside of the budget such as up-front 
costs for T-shirts and hats with our new division logo. 
Scott also noted that as award base funds grow, the 
division will ease out the need to supplementing some of 
the awards, and our reserve funds should continue to 
grow.  Motion to approve the proposed budget for 2013-
14 was seconded and unanimously approved.     
 

Easterbrook Distinguished Scientist Award:  Scott 
Burns (Treasurer) stated that he and GSA have tried to 
engage Don Easterbrook in further discussion regarding 
funding for the Distinguished Scientist Award 
unsuccessfully.  A QG&G member has come forward 
who is willing to donate the needed remainder of the last, 
outstanding award to supplement the current amount in 
the foundation award fund and transmit the promised 
amount to the 2009 awardee Doug Burbank, who 
submitted his proposal in 2012. 

The board will proceed with closing this award by asking 
the evaluation panel for the 2009 Easterbrook Award (or 
if they are unable to, a comparable group determined by 
the Secretary and Historian) to review and approve the 
submitted proposal. The Easterbrook Award will then be 
permanently closed and removed from the website and 
Policy Handbook. The motion to apply the donated funds 
toward this final award, and  permanently close the 
Easterbrook Distinguished Scientist Award was 
seconded and unanimously approved. 
 

Stanley Schumm Fund: This graduate student award 
will focus on proposals in fluvial geomorphology and be 
selected and awarded by the Division. According to Ellen 
Wohl, who is leading the funding drive, initial donations 
of over $15,000 have been received, putting the award 

well on its way to the $25,000 needed base value for 
granting the first award. Donations to the foundation fund 
are encouraged.  
 
Blackman Fund: A new graduate student award in 
coastal geomorphology has been created. The first 
award will probably not be granted for a few years, 
because the foundation fund must accrue a base value 
of $25,000 before it can be awarded. The foundation fund 
is open and donations are encouraged.  It is unclear at 
this time if the award recipient will be selected by GSA or 
the Division, but it is our understanding that it will be 
awarded by the Division. 
 

Kirk Bryan field trip. Thom Davis (Historian) provided 
an overview of the original intent of the Kirk Bryan field 
trip and summarized the trips since 2006, noting that the 
scope had strayed from Frank Pazzaglia’s original 
proposal of a single stop, with a timely return to the 
convention center, where the leaders provide a field 
problem and the participants provide the discussion.  The 
2013 Kirk Bryan Trip was scheduled on the Wednesday 
of the meeting, and was full at 70 people, with a waiting 
list. Jim O’Connor noted that due to the large number of 
QG&G sponsored sessions, it is no longer feasible to 
avoid scheduling sessions on the day of the field trip, and 
he received push-back on this practice from JTPC this 
year.  

The board recognized the need to schedule QG&G 
sessions on all four days of future conferences, and 
discussed a) continuing to hold the field trip during the 
meeting, mindful of the scheduling conflict it would create 
and b) moving the trip to either Sunday or Thursday. 
There was concern with how these choices would impact 
attendees ability to participate, including not knowing  in 
advance of signing up (early because it fills up) if the 
session you are presenting in will conflict with the trip or 
creating new conflicts with pre- and post-meeting trips 
and commitments. Greg Hancock (incoming panel 
member, and 2013 Field Trip Coordinator) answered 
questions pertaining to the requirements and restrictions 
around making the Kirk Bryan a pre-or post-meeting field 
trip. 

A motion to work with next year’s leaders to move the 
2014 Kirk Bryan Field Trip to a post- or pre-meeting field 
trip was seconded and approved. John Clague indicated 
interest in coordinating a Kirk Bryan field trip for the 
Vancouver meeting (due Dec 2nd). The proposal will be 
reviewed by the board once submitted, with the goal of 
respecting the original intent of the Kirk Bryan trip. 

 

Student field trip subsidy: A question regarding the 
division ability to subsidize GSA related geomorphology 
events for students was received with regard to a 
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gemorphology field trip planned for the South Central 
Section meeting in March 2014, citing the student field 
trip subsidy for the Kirk Bryan trip at the Annual Meeting. 
Scott Burns (Treasurer) explained that the Kirk Bryan 
subsidy is a pass-through donation, and that there is no 
provision in our budget for subsidizing additional events.  
 
Student Representative on the Management Board: 
GSA is encouraging each division to add a student 
member to their management board, and has suggested 
a non-voting, 2 yr appointed position. Jim O’Connor 
(Chair) coordinated a favorable board response to this 
proposal via email in May 2013, so discussion at the 
board meeting focused primarily on implementation. 
Responsibilities of the position may be advisory in nature, 
be discussed with the student and based on their 
interests. The position may be appointed for 1 year, and 
be a voting member of the management board.  It was 
proposed that the student award winners, who were 
present at the meeting and responded favorably to the 
idea, would be a logical pool to select from. It was 
suggested that the Mackin (PhD) Award winner, be 
offered the position first, then the Howard (MS) or 
Morisawa (PhD or MS) awardee, depending on their 
tenure as students. The motion to add a student 
representative, appointed by the chair, as a voting 
member of the Management Board was seconded and 
approved, with the understanding that the details of 
appointment, duration and duties would be addressed as 
needed. Rachel Valletta (2013 Mackin Award winner) 
accepted the Chair’s nomination to the management 
board. 
 

Bylaw Revision:  Alan Nelson (1st Vice Chair) and 
Sarah Lewis (Secretary) proposed a series of updates 
and additions to the Division bylaws.  The bylaws have 
not been comprehensively revised since November 
2000, and this revision will bring the document in 
alignment with subsequent changes from GSA 
Headquarters and Division procedures.   
Complete text of the bylaws with track changes was 
made available to the board prior to the meeting and is 
available upon request to the Secretary. The current 
(2000) version of the bylaws is available on the website 
(http://www.geosociety.org/qgg/). Changes voted on by 
the board for membership and council approval are 
detailed in the attached document and may be 
summarized as: 
 To add a student representative, appointed by the 

chair, as a voting member of the Management Board; 
 To make the Historian, currently ex-offico, a voting 

member of the Management Board; 
 To update all text in accordance with changes by 

GSA Council and division procedure since last 
comprehensive approval in 2000, including removing 

references to mailing ballots to membership and 
adding or editing text pertaining to existing and new 
Management Board position descriptions and 
procedures for their appointment throughout the 
document. 

 

QG&G webpage: Alan Nelson (Incoming Chair) and 
Dennis Dahms (webmaster) raised the issue of the 
needed QG&G website redesign, perhaps on the model 
of the Engineering Geology Division’s template.  Alan 
requested help with finding someone who is qualified to 
undertake the coding, and Sara Rathburn noted that the 
GSA representative who is working on GSA’s Connected 
Community website would be a good contact to discuss 
the possibility of an updated design, and the option of 
hiring someone to do the work was discussed. 
 
Business Meeting and Award Ceremony:  The annual 
awards ceremony was held Tuesday, October 2013, 7-
11 PM at the Colorado Convention Center, Denver, CO. 
In addition to handing out the Division’s student and 
professional awards, the membership approved by voice 
vote the board’s proposed changes to the Division 
Bylaws, as detailed above under Bylaw Revision. 
 

GSA Foundation provided the following information 
regarding the base funds for the Division awards (as of 
June 2013): 

Kirk Bryan award:  $100,397 
Farouk El-Baz award: $209,908 
Arthur D. Howard (MS) student award: $50,150 
J. Hoover Mackin (PhD) student award: $77,007 
Gladys W. Cole Memorial research grant: $166,746 
Marie Morisawa student award:  $64,490 
John Montagne fund: $15,925 
Robert Fahnestock award:  no foundation fund.  

GSA allows divisions to use up to 5% of the average 
value of the base funds from the preceding two years to 
support awards as long as the base funds exceed 
$25,000.   
 
UPDATES to QG&G DIVISION BYLAWS – Fall 2013 

These proposed changes result from: 
1. comparison of bylaw documents that Wesley Hill 

has on file at GSA and the one dated November 
2010 in the QG&G files (1, 2, 3)   

2. edits by Sarah (Secretary) to add student rep (6) 
and suggestions 4 & 5.  

3. Additional wording changes recommended by Alan 
(1st Vice Chair) and Sarah (Secretary) to update or 
correct the bylaws.(7) 

The following changes are submitted for GSA 
Council approval* and were approved unanimously 
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by the Management Board on 10/26/2013, and by 
voice vote of the membership on 10/29/2013.  
1. Capitalization of “Division”, “Panel” and 

“Management Board” throughout. 
2. Article II – text regarding student and teacher 

associates and voting eligibility updated 10/3/2006 
due to email message from Jack Hess. 

3. Article IV – text regarding board vacancies approved 
by management board on 11/20/2009. 

4. Regarding Newsletter Editor / Webmaster as 
currently in bylaws 
a. Add description of Newsletter Editor / webmaster 

position to Article VI. (elected position) 
5. Regarding Historian (not appearing in current 

bylaws) 
a. Add to Article IV.2 as a member of the 

Management Board, noting manner of 
appointment 

b. Add description of Historian to Article VI; change 
to voting member of MB 

6. Regarding Addition of Student Representative 
a. Add to Article IV.2 as a member of the 

Management Board, noting manner of 
appointment 

b. Add description of appointed, voting member 
Student Representative to Article VI. 

7. Additional wording changes 
a. Based on Headquarters changes 

i. Article IV.3.  update “become the regular 
ticket” to “form the slate of candidates”  

ii. Delete “mailed to the voting affiliates” in 
Article IV.3 (2 times) 

iii. Delete ”Decisions of the management board 
may also be made by mail vote” (update to 
procedures) in Article VII.2 

b. Article IV.4. delete"...from the Division at large in 
the following manner: Each year, on a clip-out 
form to be included in the Division Newsletter (or 
made available on a web site), each voting 
affiliate of the Division may nominate three 
voting affiliates to serve on the Panel.  The clip-
out forms will be returned to the Secretary for 
counting." Replace with "…from the Division at 
large. Each year the Management Board will ask 
the Division membership for nominations of 
voting affiliates to serve on the Panel. Each 
voting affiliate of the Division may nominate as 
many as three voting affiliates to serve on the 
Panel.” 

c. Rephrase Article V.1, first paragraph as “The 
election nominating committee consists of three 
members: the Past Chair, and two members of 
the Quaternary Geology and Geomorphology 
Panel, whom shall be appointed by the Chair of 
the Division.”   

d. Delete “either” in Article V.1 

e. Article V.3. Change “Appointed committees shall 
present annual reports which shall be 
summarized in the annual report” to “Annual 
activities of committees shall be summarized in 
the annual report” 

f. Article VI.1.  delete “Evaluation of applications 
for the annual J.Hoover Mackin awards and 
Arthur D. Howard awards, which are” and 
replace with “approving procedures to appoint 
committees to evaluate nominations and(or) 
applications for awards”  and update “grantees” 
to “awardees” 

g. Article VI.3 update “symposium” to “sessions 
and events” 

h. Article VI.11 delete “Following the Annual 
Meeting” 

Meeting adjourned at 9:10pm. 
* changes to Bylaws were approved by GSA Council on 26 
April 2014.  

 
 

MISCELLANEA 
 
  

International Association of 
Geomorphologists (IAG) 

 

The organizing committee of the 16th Joint 
Geomorphological Meeting on "Morphoevolution of 
Tectonically Active Belts" to be held in Rome, Italy, on 
July 1 - 5, 2012, informs the international 
geomorphological  community that a dedicated website 
exists at the following address: 

http://www.16jgm-rome2012.org/ 
 

European Geosciences Union 
The European Geosciences Union has created web 
pages for its divisions.  For the Geomorphology division, 
we are looking to build a useful and exciting site that 
provides the research and student community with up to 
date news, information about meetings and 
publications, training opportunities and job openings at 
all levels, research and teaching resources, links and 
networking mechanisms.  It will be a site for you to post 
and to find material, to learn about and broadcast what 
is happening in geomorphology.  The pages went live 
on November 1, 2010. 

 
MRI DATABASE 

  For those interested in integrated global change 
research, we would like to draw your attention to the 



 

16 

database being built by the Mountain Research Initiative 
(MRI) in Bern, Switzerland. 
   The database is MRI's central networking tool to 
connect people from research, government, NGOs and 
the private sector involved in the issue of global change 
in mountain regions in one way or another. It includes 
both contact information and details on the participants' 
areas of expertise. To date the database already 
comprises close to 3000 entries. Make (or revise) your 
entry now at: http://mri.scnatweb.ch/content/view/40/44/. 
 
MRI’s goals are to advance the understanding of how 
global change, especially climate change, will impact 
mountain environments, peoples and economies 
throughout the world, and to promote the use of that 
understanding in the pursuit of sustainable  
management of mountainous regions. MRI is endorsed 
by IGBP, IHDP, GTOS and the MAB Program. Find out 
more at our new website: http://mri.scnatweb.ch. 
 
DENDROCHRONOLOGY DATABASE 

  The Bibliography of Dendrochronology is an archive of 
printed documents relevant to tree-ring research 
worldwide, that you can search for free. It was compiled 
and is constantly updated by Henri D. Grissino-Mayer. It 
currently contains over 8200 references dating back to 
1737. http://www01.wsl.ch/dendrobiblio 
 

You are welcome to contribute by sending reprints of 
relevant publications to: 

Dr. Henri D. Grissino-Mayer 
Department of Geography 
University of Tennessee 
Knoxville, TN 37996 
(865) 974-6029 
http://web.utk.edu/~grissino 

 

IAG NEWSLETTER 

IAG Newsletters are available on the IAG Website: 
http://www.geomorph.org 
 

GEOMORPHORUM 
The newsletter of the Association of American 
Geographers (AAG) Geomorphology Specialty Group 
can be accessed at: 
http://www.aag-gsg.org//geomorphorum.shtml 
 
 

PAGES - (PAst Global changES) 
The core mission of PAGES is to facilitate international 
collaborations and interdisciplinary science, especially 
between individuals involved in national programs with 
overlapping interests.  The PAGES scope of interest 
includes the physical climate system, biogeochemical 
cycles, ecosystem processes, biodiversity, and human 
dimensions. The emphasis is on high-resolution studies 
of global change – such as those stored in ice cores, 

tree rings, speleothems, corals, lakes, marine records, 
etc. – and the use of these data for making sound 
estimates of future global change. 
What is PAGES and how can a GSA/Quaternary 
Member get involved?  http://www.pages.unibe.ch. 
 

PAGES even played a key role with NOAA in 
establishing the WDC-A for Paleoclimatology as the 
central depository for global paleoclimate data. WDC-A 
stands for World Data Center for Paleoclimatology, 
which is a part of the NOAA National Climate Data 
Center (NCDC). 
http://www.ngdc.noaa.gov/paleo/paleo.html 
 

CGRG BIBLIOGRAPHY OF CANADIAN 
GEOMORPHOLOGY 
 

http://cgrg.geog.uvic.ca/cgi-bin/search.cgi 
 

1. The Bibliography of Canadian Geomorphology is a 
searchable database dedicated to identifying 
publications and presentations describing the practice 
and application of geomorphology in Canada. Included 
are over 18,000 records related to the fields of aeolian, 
applied, coastal, fluvial, glacial, hillslope, karst, 
periglacial, permafrost and offshore geomorphology. 
The database also includes records describing 
Canadian Quaternary/ Holocene environments and a 
substantial body of records related to Canadian 
hydrology. 

Obituaries 
 

Maynard Miller 
Maynard Malcolm Miller, explorer, committed educator 
and noted scientist whose glaciological research was 
among the first to identify hard evidence of global 
climate change as a result of human industrial activity, 
died on January 26 at his home in Moscow, Idaho. He 
was 93. Dr. Miller was Emeritus Professor at the 
University of Idaho where he previously served as Dean 
of the College of Mines and Earth Resources, and 
Director of the Glaciological and Arctic Sciences 
Institute. The Institute, along with the Juneau Icefield 
Research Program, founded in 1946 and developed in 
partnership with his late wife Joan Walsh Miller, inspired 
more than 4000 students through hands on involvement 
in scientific research in remote mountain environments 
in Alaska and around the world 
(www.juneauicefield.com).  
    The early years of JIRP were sponsored by the 
American Geographical Society, discussed in a 1950 
article in the Geographical Review (Vol. 40, no. 2, pp. 
179-190) by W.O. Field and Maynard Miller.  In 
recognition of this sustained impact in mountain science 
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education, Maynard and Joan Miller were presented 
1996 AAG Distinguished Teaching Honors.  As a 
scientist and climber on America's first Mt. Everest 
Expedition in 1963, Miller conducted research on 
atmospheric pollution and other contributors to climate 
change. On that historic expedition, as the West Ridge 
climbers returned from the summit, Miller sacrificed his 
precious scientific water samples, laboriously collected 
from the Khumbu Icefall, in order to rehydrate the 
exhausted climbers.  
    Although a deeply spiritual person, Maynard Miller did 
not believe in any God of organized religion; instead, he 
found inspiration in the magnificence and wonder of 
nature. He also believed that through the challenge of 
rugged mountain expeditions, where teamwork is 
essential to achieve a common goal, the best in each 
individual may be revealed. His great joy was to share 
and provide these experiences for others. A native of 
the Northwest, Miller graduated from Stadium High 
School in Tacoma, Washington. He studied geology and 
glaciology, receiving degrees from Harvard University 
and Columbia University, and his PhD in Geography 
from Cambridge University, working under the 
supervision of Richard Chorley.  During WWII Miller 
served on a Navy destroyer, seeing active duty in 11 
major Pacific campaigns and sustaining injuries during 
an aircraft attack at sea. Late in life, Miller served three 
terms in the Idaho State House of Representatives 
where he advocated for expanding educational 
opportunities. He will be remembered for his 
enthusiasm, unrelenting optimism and phrases such as, 
"stress helps you grow" and his closing on mountain 
radio transmissions, "mighty fine, mighty fine".  
    Miller is survived by his sons and their spouses, Ross 
Miller (Denise), and Lance Miller (Jana). Miller also 
leaves behind his beloved grandchildren, Logan, Anna, 
Zachary and Eva, extended family in the Puget Sound 
area as well as scores of grateful students, scientific 
collaborators and co-adventurers. Celebrations of the 
life of Maynard Malcolm Miller will be announced at a 
future date.      
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/juneauempire/obituary.aspx
?n=maynard-malcolm-
miller&pid=169627246#sthash.8dkvaCTJ.dpuf 
 
 

Dan Yaalon 
Dan H. Yaalon, Professor at the Institute of Earth 
Sciences, the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, an 
honorary member of INQUA and one of the most 
renowned soil geoscientists and pedologists, passed 
away in Jerusalem, Israel on January 29, 2014. 

As a soil scientist, Dan pioneered the incorporation of 
pedology into geosciences, and into Quaternary 
research in particular. His interdisciplinary approach and 

vast, in-depth knowledge and experience in geology, 
geomorphology, pedology, climatology, philosophy, 
archeology and history were the foundation of his 
scientific excellence. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dan Yaalon (1924-2014) 
 
Dan’s innovative ideas and creative work remain 
relevant, decades after they were published, and they 
have influenced generations of earth scientists around 
the world. His many-faceted academic work was an 
extension, one might say, of his dramatic personal 
history, which may have centered in Israel but 
encompassed the entire world. 

Dan was 15 years old when he was sent from partly 
Nazi-occupied Czechoslovakia to Denmark. When 
Denmark too became occupied, he was smuggled by 
fishermen to Sweden. After WWII he returned to 
Czechoslovakia in search of his family, but then went 
back to Denmark and graduated from university. In 
1949 he immigrated to Israel, where he began his long 
and prolific career at the Hebrew University. In the 
1950s, he focused on building the Department of Soil 
Sciences, was involved in soil and geological mapping 
of Israel, and in the founding of the Soil and Water 
Department at the Volcanic Center for Agriculture 
Research. During this time, he visited, taught and 
conducted research in the US (Baltimore, Tucson and 
elsewhere), England (Cambridge, Oxford), Australia 
(Canberra, Melbourne, Sydney) and Belgium (Ghent). 

Soils and surficial earth sciences suited Dan's detective-
like approach: he would hypothesize sequences of 
events or processes, synthesize research data and 
knowledge derived from several disciplines, and 
demonstrate the interactions between several causes, 
sometimes resulting in the development of a new 
theoretical framework. He was conducting "critical zone" 
research 50 years ago – before the terminology was 
coined! How and what kind of soils formed in different 
parts of the landscape, and how current or past Earth 
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surfaces, landscapes and soils developed, were 
fundamental questions in his research. He was 
fascinated by deserts from his first days as a young 
immigrant from Europe to Israel. Studying the Negev 
and other of the world’s deserts, he presented to the 
Earth sciences community the idea that soil-forming 
processes in deserts are much more active than was 
previously thought. Dan Yaalon led the research of 
eolian dust accretion in arid and semi-arid zones and 
underscored its importance in soil formation in all kind of 
environments. His outstanding and inspiring scientific 
achievements earned him in 2010 the Dokuchaev 
Medal (International Union of Soil Sciences, IUSS), the 
Sarton Medal in History of Science (Ghent University), 
Honorary Memberships of INQUA, of IUSS, Israel 
Geological Society, German Soil Science Society, and 
Geological Society of America, and an Honorary 
Doctorate from Tbilisi Agrarian University. His passing is 
an immense loss for the soil and Earth sciences 
community. 

Yehouda Enzel &, Yigal Erel, The Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem  
Rivka Amit and Onn Crouvi, Geological Survey of Israel� 
Danny Itkin, Ben-Gurion University of the Negev 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Division Newsletter Editors 
 

Many Divisions “publish” their newsletters mainly by 
posting them on their Division websites.   
All Division websites can be accessed from: 
http://www.geosociety.org/sectdiv/divisions.htm. 
  
Archaeological Geology – Spring, Fall 
Contact: Chair, Loren Davis, loren.davis@oregonstate.edu 
 
Coal Geology – No set schedule. 
Contact: Chair, Sue Rimmer, srimmer.siu.edu 
 

Environmental and Engineering Geology – Spring, 
Summer, Fall 
Contact: Chair, William Schultz, wschultz@usgs.gov 
 
Geobiology & Geomicrobiology – No set schedule. 
Contact: Chair, Frank Corsetti fcorsett@usc.edu 
 
Geoinformatics – No set schedule. 
Contact: Chair, Walter Snyder, wsnyder@boisestate.edu 
 
Geology & Health – No set schedule. 
Contact: Chair, Robert Finkelman, bobf@utdallas.edu 
 
Geology & Society – No set schedule. 
Contact: Chair, Craig Cooper, craig.cooper@inl.gov 
 
Geophysics – No set schedule. 
Contact: Chair, Audrey Huerta, huertaa@geology.cwu.edu 
 
Geoscience Education – Winter, Summer 
Contact: Chair, Sadredin Moosavi, smoosavi@charter.net 
 
History of Geology – Quarterly. 
Contact: Chair, Ken Aalto, kra1@humboldt.edu 
 
Hydrogeology – Spring/Summer, Fall 
Contact: Chair, Steve Ingebritsen, seingebr@usgs.gov 
 
Limnogeology – No set schedule. 
Contact: Chair, Daniel Deocampo deocampo@gsu.edu 
 
Mineralogy, Geochemistry, Petrology, Volcanology 
Contact: Chair, Russell Harmon, russell.harmon@us.army.mil 
 
Planetary Geology – Summer or Fall 
Contact: Chair, Simon Kattenhorn, simkat@uidaho.edu 
 
QG&G – May/June, September/October 
Contact: Newsletter editor Dennis Dahms, 
dennis.dahms@uni.edu 
 
Sedimentary Geology – Spring, Fall 
Contact: Chair, Richard Langford, langford@utep.edu 
 
Structural Geology & Tectonics – Spring, Fall 
Contact: Chair, Ronald Bruhn, ron.bruhn@utah.edu 
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MEMBERS OF GSA QG&G DIVISION 
Ballot for 2014-2015 Officers - Quaternary Geology & Geomorphology Division (QGG) 

 
Please vote by completing the section at the bottom and mailing it to GSA postmarked no later than July 9, 
2014.  Biographical data for the candidates are on the pages following this ballot. 
 
You may vote online by July 9 at:  http://rock.geosociety.org/ballot/vote.asp?Name=qgg 
Access the online ballot using your GSA member number or your e-mail address if it is in your GSA records. 
For assistance, please contact GSA at gsaservice@geosociety.org or (303) 357-1000 or call toll-free in the U.S. at 
(888) 443-4472. You may also submit your ballot by Fax (303) 357-1074. 
 
Chair  (one-year term): 

(   )  David Dethier (   )  Write-in       

 
1st Vice-Chair  (one-year term): 

(   )  Anne Chin  (   )  Write-in       

 
2nd Vice-Chair  (one-year term; vote for one candidate): 

(   )  Doug Clark  (   )  Write-in       
 
(   )  Glenn Thackray 
 
Secretary (two-year term): 

(   )  Sarah Lewis  (   )   Write-in        
 
Panelists  (two-year term;  vote for three (3) candidates): 

(   )  Anders Carlson (   ) Alison Duvall (   ) Amy East 

(   )  Josh Galster  (   ) Dave Marchetti (   ) Chris Waythomas 

(   )  Write-in       

 
Mail to:  Division Office, Geological Society of America, PO Box 9140, Boulder, CO, 80301-9140 
You must complete the following section to validate your ballot: 
 
Your Name (printed)           
 
Your Signature (required)            
 
Your GSA Member Number * (required)         
* Your 7 digit GSA member number is on the top right corner on the external mailing label.  If you need 
assistance with your member number, call:  (888) 443-4472 
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Biographies of Candidates for 2014-2015 Officers QG&G Division 
 
Chair  2014-2015 (1 year term) 
David Dethier. Education: BA, Dartmouth College; MS and PhD, University of Washington. Experience: Project 
geologist, USGS, Seattle; Staff Member, Los Alamos National Laboratory; Professor of Geosciences, Williams 
College. Professional affiliations: GSA, AGU, Soil Science Society of America, AAAS.  AAAS Nominating 
Committee, Geology and Geography Section, 96-98.  GSA Service: GSA QG&G Management Board 99-02. 
Research Interests: Weathering and erosion history of the Front Range, Colorado; geochemistry and hydrology 
of surface and ground water systems; glacial history of northwestern Washington. 
 
First Vice-Chair  2014-2015 (1 year term) 
Anne Chin. Education: BA, University of California, Los Angeles; PhD, Arizona State University. Experience: 
Assistant Professor and Associate Professor, Texas A&M University; Professor (since 2010), University of 
Colorado Denver; Program Director, NSF (2006-2007). Professional Affiliations: GSA, AGU, AAG. GSA Service: 
Session co-chair (2012); Reviewer, GSA Bulletin and Geology; Other Service: Editor-in-Chief, Anthropocene 
(since 2012), Editor, Earth-Science Reviews (since 2011); Member, NRC Committee on Challenges and 
Opportunities in Earth Surface Processes (2007-2010); Chair, AAG Geomorphology Special Group (2006-2007), 
Delegate, IAG (2008-2009); Awards: Leopold Leadership Fellowship (Stanford University 2009), G.K. Gilbert 
Award for Excellence in Geomorphological Research (AAG 2004), Distinguished Achievement Award in Teaching 
(Texas A&M 2002), Montague Scholar Award (Texas A&M 1998).  Research Interests: energetics of mountain, 
dryland, and urban rivers; human interactions with Earth systems. 
 
Second Vice-Chair  2014 - 2015 (1 year term) 
Doug Clark.  Education: BS, Stanford University; MS Stanford University; PhD, University of Washington.  
Experience: Geotechnical geologist with Earth Sciences Associates (Palo Alto, CA),  1986-1989, Asst. Professor, Dept. 
of Geology, Indiana Univ.-Purdue Univ. Indianapolis, 1996-1998, Asst./Assoc. Professor, Geology Dept., Western 
Washington Univ. 1998-present.  Professional Affiliations: GSA, AGU, AMQUA, Sigma Xi, NAGT, Enjoyment of 
Glaciers Research Group.  GSA Service: QG&G Panelist 2002-2004; QG&G Student Awards Committee 2006.  Other 
Service: NSF Panel Member (Graduate Fellowships, 2005, 2006; NSF CCLI, 2007, 2008), President Elect and President 
of WWU Chapter of Sigma Xi (2000-2002).  Awards: Nominated for the Elich Excellence in Teaching Award (WWU, 
2004, 2005).  Research interests: Alpine geomorphic processes and climates in western North America, New Zealand, 
Australia, and Central Asia; Ice-core paleoclimatology; Cordilleran Ice sheet and sea-level dynamics; Pedagogy of field 
and research projects in undergraduate education. 
 
Glenn Thackray. Education: BS, Beloit College; MS, University of Oregon; PhD, University of Washington.  
Experience: Hydrology consultant, Eugene, OR, 1988-1990, Asst./Assoc./Full Professor, Dept. of Geosciences, 
Idaho State University 1994-present, Chair 2010-present. Professional Affiliations: GSA, AGU, AMQUA. GSA 
Service: QG&G Panelist 2003-2005, Academic & Applied Geoscience Relations Committee, 2013-2016.  Other 
Service: Chair, INQUA Mountain Glacier Research Group, 2003-2007.  Awards: ISU Distinguished Service 
Award, 2010.  Research Interests: Mountain glacier processes and chronologies in North America and New 
Zealand; active tectonics; remote sensing of active geologic processes; hydrogeology. 
 
Secretary   2014-2016 (2 year term) 
Sarah Brown Lewis. Education: BS Tufts University; MS The University of Vermont.  Experience: 1999-2000 
Project Geologist, Terrasearch, Inc.; 2001-present, Senior Faculty Research Assistant, Oregon State University, 
College of Earth, Ocean and Atmospheric Sciences.  Professional Affiliations: GSA, AGU, AWG. GSA Service: 
Secretary, QG&G, Evaluator, QG&G 2011 Student Research Awards. Awards: QG&G Division 1998 Howard 
Award. Research Interests: The influence of extreme events (floods, hurricanes, earthquakes) and disturbance 
(timber harvest, dam emplacement or removal) on fluvial morphology and watershed evolution. 
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Panelists for Award Evaluations- 2014-2016 (2 year term)  Choose 3 Candidates: 
 
Anders E. Carlson. Education: BA, Augustana College; MS, University of Wisconsin-Madison; PhD, Oregon 
State University. Experience: Woods Hole Oceanographic Instituion, postdoctoral scholar 2006-2007; University 
of Wisconsin-Madison, Assistant Professor 2007-2012, Associate Professor 2012-present; Oregon State 
University, Associate Professor 2013-. Professional Affiliations: GSA, AGU, INQUA, AMQUA, PAGES. 
Service: Lead of Past Global Changes (PAGES) international working group PALeo constraints on SEA-level 
rise (PALSEA) 2013-2017; U.S. National Academies Committee on Quaternary Research 2012-2016; Editorial 
Advisory Board Quaternary Science Reviews 2012-; PRIME NSF Lab User Committee 2012-. Awards: GSA J. 
Hoover Mackin Award 2004; Phi Beta Kappa 2000. Research Interests: paleo-history of ice sheets and their 
impact on climate and sea level; glacial geology; cosmogenic surface exposure dating; geochemical proxies of 
ice-sheet runoff; paleoceanography; ice-sheet and climate modeling. 
 
Alison Duvall. Education: BS, Virginia Tech; MS, University of California, Santa Barbara; PhD, University of 
Michigan. Experience: Postdoctoral Researcher, University of Colorado/CIRES, 2011-2012; Assistant Professor, 
University of Washington, 2012 – present. Professional Affiliations: GSA; AGU; NAGT. GSA Service: Session 
Convener, 2013; 2014 GSA Annual Meeting; Reviewer, Geology and Geosphere. Other service: NSF panelist 
GLD program. Research Interests: tectonic geomorphology; fluvial geomorphology; landslides and hillslope 
processes; long-term landscape evolution and mountain building; geomorphic response to active faulting; low-
temperature thermochronology. 
 
Amy (Draut) East. Education: B.S. Tufts University; Ph.D. MIT/ Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution. Post-
doctoral scientist, U.S. Geological Survey/ UC Santa Cruz, 2003–2006. Research Geologist, U.S. Geological 
Survey, Santa Cruz, CA, 2006–present. Professional affiliations: GSA, AGU, SEPM. Awards: SEPM James L. 
Wilson award (young scientist), 2009. GSA service: Research Grants Committee member, 2005–2008 (chair, 
2008) and 2011–2014. Co-leader of GSA Penrose meeting, 2005 (Price, UT); Penrose field-trip leader, 2006 
(Valdez, AK). Lead editor, GSA Special Publication 436 (2008). Peer reviewer for Geology, Lithosphere, 
Reviews in Engineering Geology. Other service: Associate Editor, JGR-Earth Surface; Co-Editor-in-Chief, 
Marine Geophysical Research. Research Interests: geomorphology, sedimentology, sedimentary geology; current 
emphasis on river-corridor geomorphic processes, fluvial–aeolian interactions, and physical–ecological process 
links. 
 
Josh Galster.  Education: BA, Carleton College; MS, University of Vermont; PhD, Lehigh University. 
Experience: Research Scientist, Lehigh University 2006 – 2007; Assistant Professor, Montclair State University, 
2007 – 2012; Associate Professor, 2012 – present Montclair State University; Associate Director, Institute for 
Sustainability Studies 2013 – present; Professional Affiliations: GSA, AGU, Am. Water Res. Assoc., NAGT, 
Geol. Assoc. of NJ,   GSA Service: GSA QG&G Selection committee for J. Hoover Macking and Arthur D. 
Howard Awards, 2008 Other service:  Review for J. of Am. Water Res. Assoc.; Nat. Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation; Nat. Inst. For Water Res., NSF Hydrological Sciences Program Research Interests: Fluvial 
geomorphology; Surficial hydrology; GIS, human influences on surficial processes; landscape change; 
ecohydrology. 
 
David W. Marchetti. Education: BA, State University of New York College at Geneseo; MS, University of 
Utah; PhD, University of Utah. Experience: Boyce Postdoctoral Fellow 2006-2007, Colgate University, 
Assistant Professor 2007-2012, Western State College of Colorado, Associate Professor 2012-present, Western 
State Colorado University. Professional Affiliations: GSA, AGU. GSA Service: Field Trip Chair and Session 
Convener 2013 GSA Rocky Mountain Sectional Meeting, Reviewer, Geology and Geosphere. Awards: GSA-
QG&G Gladys W. Cole Memorial Research Award 2011, GSA Travel Award to Backbone of the Americas 
meeting 2006. Research Interests: arid-land geomorphology, western US paleoclimatology and paleoecology, 
Quaternary geochronology and geologic mapping. 
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Chris Waythomas Education: BS, Grand Valley State University; MS, Southern Illinois University; PhD, 
University of Colorado. Experience: USGS, Alaska Volcano Observatory, Research Hydrologist 1992-
present. Professional Affiliations: GSA (Fellow), AGU, IAVCEI. GSA Service: GSA QG&G Abstract 
Review Committee 1996, Chair Local Organizing Committee, 2015 Cordilleran Section Meeting. Other 
Service: Chair & Exec. Committee member, IAVCEI Commission on Volcano-Ice Interactions 2008-
present; Community Advisory Board, University of Alaska-Anchorage, 2014-present; Guest Editor, Pure 
and Applied Geophysics, 1999-2000; Guest Editor, Jour. Volc. & Geotherm. Res., 2011-13 Awards: USGS 
Superior Service Award, 2004. Research Interests: Volcano geomorphology, volcano-ice interactions, 
hydrologic hazards at snow & ice clad volcanoes, tephrostratigraphy, volcanic tsunamis. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GSA Quaternary Geology and Geomorphology Division Newsletter 
Volume 55 No. 1 

 
Table of Contents 
2013-2014 QG&G Division Officers and Panel Members   ............................................................................................   2 
Message from the Chair    ................................................................................................................................................  3 
Annual QG&G Division Awards   ....................................................................................................................................   3 
 Kirk Bryan Award    ................................................................................................................................................. 3 
 Distinguished Career Award    ................................................................................................................................ 6 
 Farouk El-Baz Award    ........................................................................................................................................... 8 
 Gladys W. Cole Award    ....................................................................................................................................... 10 
 Student Awards    .................................................................................................................................................. 11 
QG&G Members Elected Fellows – 2013    .................................................................................................................... 12 
QG&G Management Board Meeting Minutes    .............................................................................................................. 12  
Miscellanea   ................................................................................................................................................................... 15 
Obituaries   .....................................................................................................................................................................  16 
 Maynard Miller    .................................................................................................................................................... 16 
 Dan Yaalon    ........................................................................................................................................................ 17 
Division Newsletter Editors/Contacts   ..........................................................................................................................   18 
Ballot for 2014-2015 QG&G Division Officers    ............................................................................................................. 19 
 Biographies of Candidates    ................................................................................................................................. 20 


