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GEOMED 2013 
The Geology and Health Division (GHD) is pleased to announce that it 
has been selected by the International Medical Geology Association 
(IMGA) to host its 5th international conference on Medical Geology.  Dr. 
Syed Hasan and Bob Finkelman are coordinating the efforts in 
collaboration with the GSA HQ staff.  Although we have not yet selected 
the final venue, the conference will be held in the Washington DC area in 
August/September of 2013.  Please watch GSA’s website: 
http://rock.geosociety.org/GeolHealth/  or IMGA’s: http://www.medical 
geology.org/ for new information and other details. These two websites 
will be our main avenues for communication so please visit frequently to 
get the latest updates. 

We are looking for full support of GHD members and others to make it a 
truly memorable conference; committees are being set up and we invite 
everyone to volunteer to serve on one or more committees.  Please 
contact Bob at bobf@utdalls.edu or Syed at hasans@umkc.edu. 

NEW GSA FELLOWS 
Congratulations to Monica Gowan on her election to the august body of 
GSA Fellows.  Monica was the chair of the Division during 2008-09 and 
had played a major role in the creation of the Division and lent her full 
support as a GSA Councilor. 

Debyendu Sarkar is another GHD member who was elected as a GSA 
Fellow in April of this year.   

"The division now has 49 Fellows that represents 19% of our 
membership.  We know that there are many individuals who qualify for 
the "Fellow" status.  We encourage them to get in touch with one of 
GHD's fellows for sponsorship. Details of the nomination process are 
available at: http://www.geosociety.org/members/fellow.htm. The 
deadline for submission of nomination is February 1, 2012. 
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Letter from Past Chair 
 

Greetings! 

Welcome to the 2012 edition of the Geology and Health Division’s newsletter.  I think it is a very 
efficient way to keep our members informed about the Division’s affairs, and about important 
news and development in medical geology.   

This newsletter is somewhat unusual in the sense that instead of the “Chair’s Column” we have 
included another one from the past chair.  This is because of my unexpected hospitalization 
before the GSA annual meeting that precluded my presence at the annual business meeting of 
the Division at Minneapolis, and sharing my thoughts with our members in person. However, 
the good news is that as of this writing I’ve almost completely recovered and am able to catch 
up with the backlog including this newsletter. 

The outgoing management board comprising Bob Finkelman, Kevin Nick, Saugata Datta and 
myself have diligently worked to meet the expectations of our members and to make sure that 
we formulate its operations in a well-organized and efficient manner.  At the Division’s 2010 
business meeting in Denver we announced our plans to create a $25,000 endowment with the 
GSA Foundation.  Many members present at the meeting made donations for the fund, some 
sent their contribution by mail and some responded to our email appeal in December, 2010.  We 
urge you to consider donating to the GHD Endowment Fund.  It is a very simple and painless 
process and can be done online in just a few minutes. 

We are pleased to inform our members that GHD has been granted the status of “Honorary 
National Member of the International Medical Geology Association (IMGA) as of March 2012.   
It took some efforts to follow through the process but we got it done. My heartfelt thanks to Bob 
Finkelman for his advice, involvement, and persuasion!   

In response to IMGA’s call for hosting its 2013 international conference the GHD Management 
Board has submitted its application to host it in the U.S.  We just got word that we have been 
chosen to host the GEOMED-2013.    

Before closing I’d like to assure our members that your current Management Board is here to 
serve you and we welcome your comments and feedback.  Please send us an email any time 
you wish to communicate with us.  Finally, my personal gratitude to the to the dedicated team 
that I have the honor to work with; it has been a source of constant assistance and advise.  And, 
last but not the least, my thanks for Cathy Skinner, past chair; Monica Gowan, Division Liaison, 
Wesley Hill, and to all other wonderful people at the GSA HQ for their untiring support. 

As we enter the holiday season and plan our gifts and givings, may I remind you to   make a 
tax-deductible contribution to the Geology and Health Division’s Endowment Fund.  The 
easiest and quickest way to accomplish this is to visit: 
http://www.gsafweb.org/makeadonation.html.   Just select Geology and Health Division from 
the drop down menu and you’ll be done in about 3 minutes.  

Syed E. Hasan, Chair (2010-11) 

http://www.gsafweb.org/makeadonation.html
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Chair’s Message 
 
It is an honor and a privilege to assume the Chair of the Geology and Health Division. For the 
past two years I have had the pleasure of working with the management board and have been 
impressed with their hard work and dedication to the Division. I look forward to working with 
them and with our membership this coming year. 

We all owe a debt of gratitude to the outgoing chair, Syed Hasan, who did an excellent job in 
guiding the Division for the past year and handing off a viable, healthy organization. I am more 
than pleased to report that, after a serious illness, Syed is rapidly recovering and expects to 
resume his involvement in and support of the Division in his capacity as Past Chair.   

I am looking forward to another year of Division growth and maturity. This can best be 
accomplished with your active participation. I have appointed Chairs to several committees (see 
below) who will soon be seeking volunteers to join their committee. Please contact them or me 
to volunteer your services in support of our Division. At a minimum feel free to send me your 
ideas as to how we can improve the Division services to our membership and to the discipline. 

Let me echo Syed’s reminder of the Geology and Health Division’s Endowment Fund.  The 
Fund will ultimately allow the Division to be a dynamic organization providing the best 
possible service to its constituents. So please visit: 
http://www.gsafweb.org/makeadonation.html. and select Geology and Health Division from 
the drop down menu and make a donation to help the Division help you.  
 
Bob Finkelman  
bobf@utdallas.edu 
 
 
 
  

http://www.gsafweb.org/makeadonation.html
mailto:bobf@utdallas.edu
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Division Elections and Appointments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

In keeping with the revised bylaws of the Division, officers 
elected in October 2011 will serve a two-year term except the 
Secretary-Treasurer whose term will be for three years.  This 
change would result in greater efficiency and will allow the 
board to plan and implement most of its planned activities 
during its two-year tenure. 

Our new officers for the 2011-13 term are: Robert B. Finkelman, 
Chair, Saugata Datta, 1st Vice Chair, and Thomas Darrah, 2nd 
Vice Chair. Kevin E. Nick remains Secretary-Treasurer and Syed 
Hasan moves to past chair’s position.  

The Chair, 1st Vice Chair and 2nd Vice Chair advance in 
succession biennially.   The Secretary-Treasurer carries out a 
three-year term.   

The GSA Council appointed John M. Holbrook as the GSA 
Councilor/Division Liaison Representative to the Geology and 
Health Division for the period July 2011 to June 2015.  He 
replaces Councilor Monica Gowan, whose Council term ended 
30 June 2011.  Many thanks to Monica for her sustained support 
and interest in the Division!   

Keen to serve on a 
Geology and Health 
Division Committee for 
2011-2013?   
To volunteer, nominate 
someone or learn more, 
please contact  
Bob Finkelman at  
bobf@utdalls.edu  
The Division needs you 
and welcomes your 
contributions!   

Dr. Thomas Darrah joins 
the Geology and 

Health Division 
Management Board, 

effective  
October 2011. 

Division Committee Service 
The following people have agreed to chair our committees: 

Program Committee: Sagata Datta sdatta@ksu.edu 
 

Nominations and Awards Committees:  
Allan Jacobs amjacobs@ysu.edu 
 

Membership Committee: Suzette Morman smorman@usgs.gov 
 

Fundraising Committee: Motomu Ibaraki ibaraki.1@osu.edu 
 

Outreach Committee: Tom Darrah Thomas.darrah@umb.edu 
 

Newsletter Editor:  Jean Morrison jmorrison@usgs.gov 

mailto:bobf@utdalls.edu
mailto:sdatta@ksu.edu
mailto:amjacobs@ysu.edu
mailto:smorman@usgs.gov
mailto:ibaraki.1@osu.edu
mailto:Thomas.darrah@umb.edu
mailto:jmorrison@usgs.gov
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Division’s Bylaws Changes 
 
The Division proposed some amendments to its bylaws in that were approved by the GSA 
Council.  A summary of the changes are given below: 
Article 4: Officers and Management Board.  The officers of the division shall be a chair, a first vice-
chair, a second vice-chair, a past chair, and a secretary-treasurer.  The chair, first vice-chair, and 
second vice-chair shall each be elected for terms of two years, and the secretary-treasurer for a 
term of three years.   
 
Article 6: Committees and Division Representatives. (a).Awards Committee. The Award Committee 
shall consider, review, and approve all awards given by the Geology and Health Division. 
These awards shall include: (i) The Distinguished Service Award for sustained contribution to 
the profession, (ii) The Meritorious Service Award for service to the Division, (iii) The Best 
Publication Award to students and professionals for outstanding scholarly contribution to the 
discipline. 
 
 
New Division Logo 
 
In order to ensure uniformity in the design of logos used by the 17 divisions, the Society asked 
each division to re-design its logo to conform to a standard format.  Thanks, again to our 
Secretary-Treasurer, Kevin Nick, our new logo has a sharp look. You will find it on the 
masthead of this newsletter and in all official communications from the Division. 
 

  



 

 6 

 Geology and Health Division Newsletter 
 

Vol. 6, No. 1 

• Climate, Water, and Health 
 

• Recent Advances in Studies of Dissolved Arsenic and Other Metals in Global 
Hydrologic Systems I 

 
• Recent Advances in Studies of Dissolved Arsenic and Other Metals in Global 

Hydrologic Systems II 
 

• Decision Support for the Geosciences: The Interface between Public, Policy, and 
Science 

 
• A Healthy Society, Geosciences, and Natural Resources I 

 
• A Healthy Society, Geosciences, and Natural Resources II 

 
• International Development and the Geosciences 

 
• Extreme Climate and Weather Events: Past, Present, and Future 

 
• Coal Combustion Products and Impacts on the Society 

 
• Intersection of Geology and Health: Impact of Geologic Materials on Public Health 

 
• Advances in Characterizing Sources and Releases of Naturally Occurring Trace 

Elements to Aquatic Systems and Groundwater 
 

• Plenary: Geological Research for Our Health 

Geology and Health Sponsored Technical Sessions at the 
2011 Annual Meeting, Minneapolis, MN   
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Important Upcoming Dates and Deadlines  
 

 
 
 DEC 2011 

S M T W T F S 
    1 2 3 
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

JAN 2012 
S M T W T F S 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30 31     

FEB 2012 
S M T W T F S 
   1 2 3 4 
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29    

GSA South-Central Section  8-9 March 2012 
Alpine, TX 
Abstract deadline: 6 Dec 2011 
 

GSA Northeastern Section  18-20 March 2012 
Hartford, CT 
Abstract deadline: 13 Dec 2011 
 

GSA Cordilleran Section  29-31 March 2012 
Queretaro, Mexico 
Abstract deadline: 10 Jan 2012 
 

GSA Southeastern Section  1-2 April 2012 
Asheville, NC 
Abstract deadline: 17 Jan 2012 
 

GSA North-Central Section  23-24 April 2012 
Dayton, OH 
Abstract deadline: 24 Jan 2012 
 
European Geosciences Union   22-27 April 2012 
General Assembly, Vienna, Austria 
Medical Geochemistry: Processes  
occurring between geological  
materials and human/biological 
interfaces (NH8.2) 
Abstract deadline: 17 Jan 2012 
 

GSA Rocky Mountain Meeting  9-11 May 2012 
Albuquerque, NM 
Abstract deadline: 4 Feb 2012 
 

2012 GSA Annual Meeting  4-7 Nov 2012 
Charlotte, North Carolina, USA 
Session proposal deadline: 10 Jan 2012 
 
2012 Sino-European Symposium  20-25 Aug 2012 
On Environment and Health 
Galway, Ireland 


	Breaking News!
	Letter from Past Chair
	Chair’s Message
	Division Elections and Appointments
	Division Committee Service
	Division’s Bylaws Changes
	The Division proposed some amendments to its bylaws in that were approved by the GSA Council.  A summary of the changes are given below:
	New Division Logo
	Geology and Health Sponsored Technical Sessions at the 2011 Annual Meeting, Minneapolis, MN

