
 
Geology and Health Division Newsletter 

 
Volume 3, Number 1 – September 2008 

 
http://rock.geosociety.org/GeoHealth/index.html

 
 

 
 

Table of Contents 
 

page 1 – Letter from the Chair 
page 2 – Geology & Health Division Election Results 
page 3 – Geology & Health Division Events at the 2008 GSA Annual Meeting  
 page 3 – Free Lunch at G&H Business Meeting on Sunday (for the first 50 to sign up!) 
 page 3 – G&H Division Student Paper Awards 
 page 4 – Technical Sessions Every Day! 
page 5 – Upcoming Meetings of Interest 
 

 
 
Letter from the Chair 
 
Dear Geology and Health Division Colleagues: 
 

It is hard for me to believe that my year as Chair of the G&H Division is already drawing to a 
close. Time always flies when you are having fun, but also when you have too much to do and 
too little time in which to do it. I know that doing more with less is becoming a professional 
mantra for most of us, but I hope that the past year has still been a productive and enjoyable 
one for all of you.  
 

The past year has been one of growth and accomplishment for the Division. Our membership is 
now over 220 and continues to grow. As you may have read in the August issue of GSA Today, 
G&H members played substantial roles in helping to plan the GeoHealth I cross-training 
workshop, which was a great success, in many ways. We are lead- or co-sponsor of a number 
of scientifically compelling sessions at the upcoming GSA Annual Meeting in Houston. We 
will present inaugural student paper awards at our Houston business meeting, which will also 
be the first in which G&H will provide free lunch for the first 50 members to sign up. The 
accompanying newsletter has more details about the Houston G&H business meeting and the 
sessions we are cosponsoring. We are very much looking forward to continued growth and 
progress in development of new G&H activities as the Division moves into its fourth year. 
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Scientifically, events of the past year continue to underscore the need for expanded research 
into the linkages between geology and health. Hurricanes in the Caribbean and United States, 
typhoons in Asia, flooding in the US Midwest, wildfires on multiple continents, the massive 
China earthquake, and other disasters all had impacts on the environment and health that are in 
many ways tied to geologic processes. Understanding and anticipating potential health effects 
of climate change is burgeoning as a global issue in need of substantial research attention. 
Increased demands for energy and mineral resources are heightening public perceptions about 

http://rock.geosociety.org/GeoHealth/index.html
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potential environmental and health risks associated with resource development. Dust storms, 
with reaches ranging from regional to intercontinental, continue to generate interest regarding 
their potential effects on the environment and human health. Asbestos is a topic of renewed 
scientific debate and regulatory and legislative interest, in which earth science expertise must 
provide crucial information. On the health benefits side, interest continues to grow in the 
positive effects of minerals on human health, as demonstrated by a highly successful G&H-
sponsored session at GSA last year.  
 

As shown by these examples, there are important geology and health research topics within the 
United States and other developed countries, yet (as a number of you have already recognized 
through your research) the needs are in many ways more numerous and pressing in developing 
countries. As a result, one goal of the G&H Division is to facilitate enhanced collaboration and 
communication with our counterparts in other countries, and we are currently undertaking 
several activities to move towards this goal. We are exploring a process to establish the 
International Medical Geology Association (IMGA) and the Society for Environmental 
Geochemistry and Health (SEGH) as Associated Societies of GSA. By establishing a more 
formal relationship with these international organizations, we will learn from their 
memberships about ongoing international geology and health research activities and 
opportunities, as well as communicate more about our activities and capabilities. To help kick-
start the process, G&H members Bob Finkelman and Suzette Morman are co-chairing a session 
on international aspects of geology and health at Houston, titled “Geology and Health Issues in 
Texas, Mexico, and Beyond.” Bob, who is also a co-founder of the IMGA, will give a short 
overview of the IMGA and its activities at the G&H business meeting immediately following 
the technical session. There also are exciting meetings in 2009 (noted in the newsletter) in 
Latin America to which I hope you will consider contributing, as further details become 
available. Finally, my outgoing Chair’s address at our upcoming business meeting in Houston, 
titled “Geology, health, and security in the global community,” will discuss the global needs 
for our research in the context of environmental security, environmental diplomacy, and 
disaster diplomacy. 
 

I am both wistful and delighted to be handing over the Chair position to the extremely capable 
hands of Monica Gowan, who is an impassioned advocate for geology and health. I have 
delighted in working these past two years with Monica and the other members of the G&H 
management board (Cathy Skinner, Kevin Nick, and Gabe Filippelli) and have been mightily 
impressed with their great capabilities and dedication to our Division. I will very much look 
forward to continuing to help as needed in my role as Past Chair.  
 

I also look forward to seeing you in Houston! 
 

Geoff Plumlee 

 
G&H Election Results 
 

We are pleased to announce that Syed Hasan will be our new Second Vice-Chair, based on the 
results of the recent election. In this capacity, Syed will become a member of the Management 
Board and will follow the succession order outlined in our bylaws, becoming Chair of the 
Division in 2010. We are extremely grateful that Syed and David Long stepped forward and 
agreed to have their names placed in nomination for this important position. 
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Geology & Health Events at the 2008 GSA Annual Meeting, Oct. 3-9, Houston, TX 
 
►Annual G&H Business Meeting 
Sunday,  October 5, 11:30 AM, Room 330B of the George R. Brown Convention Center 
 

This meeting will immediately follow the G&H-sponsored technical session, T203, “Geology 
and Health Issues in Texas, Mexico, and Beyond,” in the same room. From 11:30 to 11:50, 
Geoff Plumlee will present the Outgoing G&H Division Chair’s Address, “Geology, health, 
and security in the global community.” 
 

At 11:50, we will take a short break that will allow setup of lunch. Box lunches will be 
provided free of charge to the first 50 G&H Division members who sign up with Geoff 
Plumlee (please send e-mail to gplumlee@usgs.gov, with “Request for Box Lunch, G&H” 
in the subject line). All others should feel free to bring lunch into the meeting room from one 
of the food concessions in the Convention Center.  
 

The business meeting will reconvene at ~12:10PM after attendees have had a chance to get 
their lunches, mingle a bit, and start eating.  
 

Items on the agenda include: 
• Presentations of inaugural Student Paper Awards (see below).  
• Presentations from the current officers about G&H activities and membership details.  
• Discussions about future activities of the Division, discussion of sessions for the 2009 GSA 

Annual Meeting in Portland, the G&H Division logo, possible fundraising activities, and 
other issues brought up by division members.  

• A discussion of volunteers needed for several important G&H committees. 
• A 10-minute overview of the International Medical Geology Association by G&H member 

and IMGA co-founder Bob Finkelman. 
 
►G&H Division Student Paper Awards 
 

We are delighted to announce that Deborah Morrison-Ibrahim and Beth Weinman are the 
recipients of the inaugural Geology and Health Division Student Paper Awards for their 
excellent abstract submissions to technical sessions in this year’s national meeting. Deborah 
and Beth will be presented their awards, which will include a check to each for $200, at the 
G&H Business meeting. These awards underscore our Division’s commitment to encourage 
exceptional new talent in geology and health research, thereby investing in the future of our 
discipline. Make sure to see these student awardees present their research: 
 

Deborah Morrison-Ibrahim 
282-1 Lead Distribution in Urban Soils: Relationship Between Lead Sources and Human Health 
Wednesday, 8 October 2008: 8:00 AM 
George R. Brown Convention Center, General Assembly Theater Hall A 
 

Beth Weinman 
327-5 Sediment Age and Arsenic Availability: Leaching Experiments on Aquifer Sands and 
Implications for Arsenic Mobilization 
Wednesday, 8 October 2008: 2:30 PM 
George R. Brown Convention Center, 342BE 
 

mailto:gplumlee@usgs.gov
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►A number of exciting technical sessions are being sponsored by the Geology and Health 
Division at the Houston meeting. Please plan on attending as many as possible! 
*GRB is the George R. Brown Convention Center.
 

Sunday, October 4 
 

T203. Geology and Health Issues in Texas, Mexico, and Beyond (GSA Geology and Health 
Division; Gulf Coast Association of Geological Societies). GRB* Room 330B.  
 
Monday, October 6 
 

J15. Organic Contaminants in Water, Soil and Sediments: Sources, Interactions and Ecological 
Impacts (GSA Hydrogeology Division; National Ground Water Association–Association of 
Ground Water Scientists and Engineers; A05 Environmental Quality; Gulf Coast Association 
of Geological Societies; S11 Soils & Environmental Quality; S02 Soil Chemistry; S03 Soil 
Biology & Biochemistry; GSA Geobiology and Geomicrobiology Division; GSA Geology and 
Health Division). GRB General Assembly, Theater Hall C. 
 

T209. Forensic Geology. GRB Room 330B.   
 
Tuesday, October 7 
 

228 T11. Global Warming Science: Implications for Geoscientists, Educators, and Policy 
Makers (GSA Geoscience Education Division; The American Quaternary Association 
(AMQUA); GSA Geology and Health Division; GSA Geology and Society Division; GSA 
Quaternary Geology and Geomorphology Division; National Association of Geoscience 
Teachers; Gulf Coast Association of Geological Societies). GRB General Assembly, Theater 
Hall B. 
 

J23. Urban Geochemistry and Associated Human and Ecological Health Issues (S11 Soils & 
Environmental Quality; S02 Soil Chemistry; GSA Geology and Health Division). GRB Room 
332CF 
 

J15. Organic Contaminants in Water, Soil and Sediments: Sources, Interactions and Ecological 
Impacts (Posters) (GSA Hydrogeology Division; National Ground Water Association–
Association of Ground Water Scientists and Engineers; A05 Environmental Quality; Gulf 
Coast Association of Geological Societies; S11 Soils & Environmental Quality; S02 Soil 
Chemistry; S03 Soil Biology & Biochemistry; GSA Geobiology and Geomicrobiology 
Division; GSA Geology and Health Division). GRB General Assembly, Theater Hall C. 
 
Wednesday, Oct. 8 
 

72 J6. Developments in Aeolian Research: Bridging the Interface between Soil, Sediment, and 
Atmosphere (GSA Quaternary Geology and Geomorphology Division; S06 Soil & Water 
Management & Conservation; International Society of Aeolian Research (ISAR); S05 
Pedology; GSA Geology and Health Division). GRB General Assembly, Theater Hall B. 
 

T149. Groundwater Arsenic: A Global Environmental Health Problem and Sustainable 
Mitigation (GSA Hydrogeology Division; GSA Geology and Society Division; GSA Geology 
and Health Division; GSA International Division; Geochemical Society; International 
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Association of Hydrogeologists; International Society of Groundwater Sustainable 
Development). GRB Room 342BE. 
 

T122. Soil Geochemistry: Databases and Applications at Regional to Continental Scales 
(Geochemical Society; Gulf Coast Association of Geological Societies; GSA Geology and 
Health Division). GRB Room 342BE. 
 
Thursday, October 9 
 

T108. Living on a Dusty Moon (GSA Planetary Geology Division; GSA Geology and Health 
Division). GRB Room 310AD. 

 
►Upcoming Meetings of Interest  
Several meetings of potential interest to G&H members are planned for 2009:  
 
2009 GSA Annual Meeting, Portland, Oregon, October 18-21. Details will be available soon 
on the GSA website at http://www.geosociety.org/. Deadline for short course and field trip 
proposals is December 2, 2008. Deadline for technical session proposals is January 6, 2009. 
 
A session on “Methods in Medical Geology” has been proposed for the GSA North 
Central Section meeting, Rockford, Illinois, April 2-3, 2009. The session will bring together 
researchers from across disciplines studying the effects of geological environments on human 
health. Conveners are David Clarke dclarke@astate.edu and Robyn Hannigan. The GSA 
Section meetings are a great way to communicate science, and the G&H Division strongly 
encourages its members and their colleagues to consider submitting abstracts for this session! 
Deadline for abstract submission is December 3, 2008. 
 
The Third Hemispheric Conference on Medical Geology will be held in Montevideo, 
Uruguay, October 13-16, 2009. Geoff Plumlee attended both previous HCMG meetings and 
notes that medical geology is thriving in Latin America. Previous HCMG meetings were 
extremely well-attended (well over 100 attendees at the last meeting in Brazil, with a good mix 
of earth scientists and public health specialists) and had many very interesting presentations. 
This promises to be a compelling meeting for those with an interest in geology in health in 
general, and in issues specific to Latin America.  For more information, search the internet for 
“Hemispheric Medical Geology”. 
 
The VIII International Symposium on Environmental Geochemistry will be held on 
October 18-23 in Ouro Preto, Brazil, in conjunction with the XII Brazilian Congress on 
Geochemistry. For more information see http://www.12cbgq.ufop.br/12cbgq/principaleng.htm 
or search the internet for “ISEG Geochemistry 2009”. Geology and health will be one of the 
main themes of the meeting. 
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