
 

 

 

 

2018 GeoCareers Career Pathways Panel  

Contact Information & Biographies 

Terry Briggs 
General Manager Regional 
Integration  
Newmont Mining Corporation 
Terry.Briggs@newmont.com  

Alicia Kahn (moderator) 
Biostratigrapher 
Chevron Energy Technology Co. 
Basin Framework Team  
KAHN@chevron.com  
 

Bret Dixon 
Senior Geological Advisor 
Anadarko Petroleum Corporation 
bret.dixon@anadarko.com  

Jason Kenworthy 
Geologist 
National Park Service 
jason_kenworthy@nps.gov 
  

J.P. Dube 
Geoscience Manager 
Chesapeake Energy 
jp.dube@chk.com  

Kenneth Ridgway 
Professor 
Purdue University 
ridge@purdue.edu  
 

Leslie Hsu 
Community for Data Integration (CDI) 
Coordinator  
U.S. Geological Survey 
lhsu@usgs.gov  
 

Todd Thompson 
Director and State Geologist 
Indiana Geological and Water Survey  
tthomps@indiana.edu  

 
Terry Briggs received a Bachelor of Science (Honours) in Geology from Monash University and 
a Masters in Engineering Management from the University of Colorado. A career that started in 
base metal exploration then developed into working at a variety of base and precious metal 
operations across Australia, Eastern Europe and South East Asia, culminating in roles such as 
Resource Superintendent and Technical Services Manager. The past 10 years with Newmont 
Mining Corporation have included roles as Director Resource Geology and Senior Director 
Corporate Development based in Denver, Colorado, and is currently based in Miami as part of 
the Regional Leadership Team, managing support service & special project activities for the 
South American operations.  
 
Bret Dixon joined Anadarko in 2006 and has served in several capacities within the New 
Venture Exploration, International Business Development, and US Onshore Operations groups. 
He previously served as Exploration Manager of Anadarko New Zealand and is currently 
involved in geoscience recruiting, training, mentoring and career development. Prior to joining 
Anadarko he worked for Exxon and then ExxonMobil as a technical leader in a variety of 
international deep water exploration, development, production, research and training roles. Mr. 
Dixon holds a M.S. degree in Geology from the University of Colorado at Boulder and a B.A.  
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degree in Geology from Colby College. He annually teaches GSA Short Course 502-Sequence 
Stratigraphy for Graduate Students and is on the Board of Editors for SEPM STRATA. He is a 
member of AAPG, SEPM, GSA, IAS, AGU, SEG, and WTGS 
 
J.P. Dube is currently the geoscience manager for the South Texas Business Unit at 
Chesapeake Energy in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.  He has been with Chesapeake since 2007 
and served in a variety of technical and managerial roles including Exploration, Geoscience 
Technology and Operations covering basins across the lower 48 from Appalachia to the 
Rockies and from Michigan to South Texas.  J.P. is also a member of Chesapeake’s University 
Relations committee responsible for intern and new hire recruiting.  Prior to joining Chesapeake, 
J.P. worked at Anadarko Petroleum in The Woodlands, Texas from 2001 to 2007 where his 
assignments included Gulf Coast Exploration and Development as well as International New 
Ventures.  Mr. Dubé holds a M.S. degree in geology from the University of North Carolina – 
Chapel Hill and a B.S. degree in geology from Denison University in Granville, Ohio. 

Leslie Hsu is the Coordinator of the Community for Data Integration at the US Geological 
Survey. She received her MS in Geosciences from University of Arizona in 2002 and her PhD in 
Earth & Planetary Science from UC, Berkeley in 2010. Leslie is currently serving as the 2017-
2018 Chair of the Geoinformatics Division of GSA. Her research has focused on fluvial 
seismology, debris flow erosion, creeping faults, alluvial fans and atmospheric chemistry. 
Leslie’s interests also include use of new technologies in geoscience research and facilitation of 
communities of practice. 
 
Alicia Kahn graduated with a BA in Geology from Amherst College, followed by a few years of 
work in the U.S. Forest Service and Rancho Santa Ana botanic gardens. She then returned to 
graduate school in Micropaleontology (Geology) and got an MSc and  
PhD from Rutgers University in NJ.  She has been working for the research/consultant division 
of Chevron as a Calcareous Nannofossil Biostratigrapher since 2006. 
 
Jason Kenworthy is a geologist with the National Park Service Geologic Resources Division 
and is a team lead for the Geologic Resources Inventory program. Jason has been in that 
position since June 2009. He started with the National Park Service as a Student Conservation 
Association intern at Fossil Butte National Monument in 2001. Between 2001 and beginning 
graduate school in 2007, he held a variety of positions in the NPS including seasonal, 
term/temporary, contractor, intern, and volunteer. His background and experience is focused on 
geoscience interpretation (visitor outreach) and resource management. Jason earned a B.S. in 
Geology from the University of Maryland and an M.S. in Geology from Oregon State University 
as part of the Federal Student Career Experience Program (now "Pathways").  
 
Ken Ridgway has been a faculty member in the Dept. of Earth, Atmospheric and Planetary 
Sciences at Purdue University since 1992. Much of his research is related to understanding the 
tectonic processes that occur along convergent plate boundaries.  Ongoing and previous 
studies include the sedimentary record of tectonics of Alaska, Argentina, Taiwan and Oman.  
Ridgway is also the co-director of the Sloan Indigenous Graduate Program at Purdue University.  
In 2012 he was awarded the Geological Society of America Bromery Award.  This award is for 
given to those "who have made significant contributions to research in the geological sciences, 
or those who have been instrumental in opening the geoscience field to other minorities." He 
was also the recipient of the 2012 Purdue Dreamer Award.  An award given annually to an  



 

 

 
 
 
 
individual or organization within the Purdue community whose contributions embody Dr. Martin 
Luther King's vision of service to others and furthers the university's commitment to diversity. 
 
Todd Thompson in the Director of the Indiana Geological and Water Survey and 16th State 
Geologist of Indiana. He has worked at the Survey for more than 30 years on a wide variety of 
topics. He is trained as a sedimentologist with a specialty in the study of Great Lakes coastal 
systems. His primary research area has been past lake-level change in the upper Great Lakes 
and associated changes in shoreline behavior.  He has also conducted research and published 
on various other topics, including the architecture of ancient carbonate shoals and its relevance 
for recovering dimension stone, the impact of seismic activity on Wabash River drainage 
behavior, and the stratigraphy of upper Mississippian sediments in south-central Indiana. He 
has a bachelor’s degree from Allegheny College and a master’s and Ph.D. from Indiana 
University, all in geology. 
 


