
ENGINEERING GEOLOGY DIVISION OF THE GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA

Division Chair’s Message
By Scott Burns

Excitement is the name of the game!!!  I can’t wait
to get to Denver for our program at the national
meeting this fall.  Congratulations are in order for
Division Program Chair, Robert Larson, who has
done an excellent job in putting together a record
number of papers for our division!  We will have a
session going on almost all of the time for the four
main days of the meeting!  We will also have our
Richard Jahns Lecture featuring Mavis Kent.  She
is our first lecturer to address mainly
environmental topics and is also our first female
recipient of the award!

We had a wonderful brainstorming meeting in
Boulder in January of the chairs of all of GSA’s
divisions - a first for many years.  There were
many ideas that were put on the table.  I was
proud that our division was already doing some of
them and others liked some of our ideas.  One
thing that came up was that GSA was not
addressing “environmental geology” through the
divisions.  Our division has been involved in this
area for many years and, in fact, we voted three
years ago to change our name to the
“Environmental and Engineering Geology
Division”.  The board rejected this idea because
of the objections of the Hydrogeology Division
who is also involved with contaminant transport.  I
proposed that we both change our name to
include the environmental component because it
is natural.  They thought this to be a good idea.
We will both bring this item up again at the board
meeting in Denver.  Watch for our name change.

Students are so important to our division and
special thanks must go to our good friend, Roy
Shlemon, who has donated funds for the
scholarship in his name.  These moneys will help

students attend our meetings, short courses,
banquets and field trips.  Having been a poor
student for years and longing to go to those
“expensive field trips”, I hope that many of our
students will take advantage of this scholarship!!

Special thanks also to Jerry DeGraff for his
prompt newsletters this year for the division.
They are full of news and keep the
communications going for the division in a very
timely fashion!!

The past three years have been horrible for the
inhabitants of the Pacific Northwest as we have
had so many landslides, but it has been a gold
mine for me and my students—lots of exciting
examples to study!  Things are going well in
Oregon!

Best wishes to all of you and see you in Denver
for a super meeting!!
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Denver Meeting Highlights

Sunday - Field Trip
Bouncing Boulders, Rising Rivers and Sneaky Soils: A
Primer to Geological Hazards along Colorado"s
Front Range, lead by David C. Noe, James M. Soule,
and Jeffery L. Hynes

Monday AM - Poster Hall
Engineering Geology Posters

Monday PM - Poster area
EGD Management Board mtg 12:15 PM to 3:30 PM

Tuesday AM - Room C209
Digital Field Mapping and Data Collection - John H.
Kramer and Todd Fitzgibbon
And in Room C101-103
Geologic Hazard Mapping: The State of the Art -
Randall W. Jibson and Edwin L. Harp

Tuesday PM - Room C209
Digital Field Mapping and Data Collection II - John
H. Kramer and Boyan Brodaric
Followed by
Engineering/Environmental Geology: State Geological
Surveys and Academic Communities -
Duane A. Eversoll and John D. Kiefer

Wednesday AM - Room C108-110-112
Dams, Landslides, and the Richard H. Jahns
Distinguished Lecturer - Robert A. Larson and Scott F.
Burns

Wednesday PM - Marriott Hotel
EGD Annual Luncheon

Thursday AM - Room A108
Geologic Input to Public Decision-Making: The Need
for Greater Predictive Capability - Jerome V. DeGraff
and Thomas L. Holzer

Thursday PM - Room A108
Expansive Soils, Road Salts, and General Engineering
Geology - Peter P. Hudec and Terry R. West

Honoring Our Colleagues

At the EGD luncheon in Denver, the Engineering
Geology Division will honor Paul Karrow and
Owen White as the 1999 recipients of the E. B.
Burwell, Jr. Award.  This honor is in recognition of

Paul Karrow

Owen White
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their editorship of the Geological Association of
Canada Special Paper 42, entitled, “Urban
Geology of Canadian Cities”.  The GAC web site
notes that this publication consists of 23 papers
prepared by a total of 59 authors following a GAC
symposium at the University of Waterloo.  Each
paper, covering one of the major cities of Canada,
reports the current geological knowledge and
engineering conditions in those cities.

Copies of this publication may be ordered from
the following address:

Geological Association of Canada
Department of Earth Sciences
Memorial University of Newfoundland
St. John’s, Newfoundland
A1B 3X5 Canada

Publications Dept. (709) 737-4062
Email:  gac@sparky2.esd.mun.ca
http://www.esd.mun.ca/~gac

Burwell Award Nominations Sought

It is not too early to be thinking about papers or
publications to nominate for next year’s Burwell
Award.  The annual meeting in Denver provides a
great opportunity to look over publications and
discuss possible candidates with your colleagues.
Nominations should be directed to the
Engineering Geology Division Chair who will
forward them to the Burwell Award Committee.
Nominations should be received no later than
February 28, 2000.

The Committee for selecting the Burwell
Awardee(s) for 2000 will be: H. Tom Kuper, Chair,
Judy Ehlen, Robert A. Larson, Roy J. Shlemon,
David J. Verardo and Skip Watts.

1999 Student Research Award
Goes to Steve Bowman

Steve D. Bowman of the University of Nevada at
Reno is this year’s recipient of the Engineering
Geology Division Student Research Award.  In
addition to the $500 grant, he will receive a
certificate.  The certificate will be presented
during the EGD luncheon in Denver.  Mr.
Bowman’s research is on:  “Rock Mass Strength
Assessment and Implications to Edifice Slope

Stability at Mount Adams, Washington”.   His
advisor is Dr. Robert J. Watters.

Field Trips, Short Courses, and
Pardee Symposium Ideas for
2000 GSA Annual Meeting in
Reno, Nevada

Duane Eversoll is serving as the EGD Program
Chair for the 2000 annual meeting in Reno.
Duane advises that it is not too early for Pardee
Keynote Symposium and topical sessions.  The
competition for Pardee Keynote Symposia is
especially keen.  One possible Pardee topic could
be “Environmental and Engineering Geology and
Mining: Problems and Solutions for the 21st

Century”.

The changing format of the annual meeting no
longer guarantees a symposium slot or topical
session to individual GSA Divisions.  While this
should ensure that quality sessions are proposed,
it also means that the number of environmental
and engineering geology sessions depends on
the proposals received

EGD members with symposium and topical
session proposals should contact Duane Eversoll
as soon as possible.  His email address is
deversol@unlnotes.unl.edu.  Consult the vol. 33,
No. 1 edition of The Engineering Geologist for
his mailing address.

Can’t Find Your Past Issues of
The Engineering Geologist?

All the 1999 issues, 1998 and some 1997 issues
of The Engineering Geologist are posted on the
Division’s web site.  The EGD web site can be
accessed through the GSA web site
(www.geosociety.org).  Click on Sections and
Divisions to reach the Engineering Geology
Division.  Also, it can be accessed directly at:

http://geoweb.tamu.edu/courses/geol101/giardino
/engineeringgeology/edg/.

Rick Giardino maintains the web site for the
Division and can be reached at his email address
rickg@tamu.edu.
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Roy J. Shlemon Scholarship
Fund for Engineering Geology

The Engineering Geology Division of the
Geological Society of America is pleased to
request applications for scholarship awards from
the Roy J. Shlemon Scholarship Fund for
Engineering Geology.

These awards are given to graduate students with
the best research proposals within the broad field
of engineering geology. Four scholarships will be
awarded; two, $1000 awards, one for Master’s
level and one for Doctoral level research, as well
as two, $500 second place awards in these
categories. Additional awards may be made at
the discretion of the Roy J. Shlemon Scholarship
Awards Committee.

The primary role of this awards program is to
provide partial support of master's and
doctoral thesis research in engineering
geology. The program is competitive and
there is no guarantee of funding, The
Scholarship Awards Committee strongly
encourages women, minorities, and persons
with disabilities to participate fully in this
program. Eligibility is restricted to student
members of GSA.

Each applicant must submit a typed and signed
form (enclosed herein) and four legible
photocopies. It is imperative that all copies be
legible, as they must be distributed to the
members of the Scholarship Awards Committee.
Hand-written applications or those transmitted by
facsimile or E-mail will not be accepted.

Confidential evaluations on the "Appraisal of
Applicant Forms” are required from two
faculty members for each student applicant.
These forms are supplied with each
application form and must accompany
applications submitted. Advisors must use
this form rather than send a letter of
reference.  It is the applicant's responsibility
to follow up with those persons who have
agreed to submit an appraisal form on their
behalf, and to be sure that the forms are
included with the application at the time of
submittal. In the rare case that an advisor
agrees to submit an appraisal form directly to

the Scholarship Awards Committee, it is the
applicant's responsibility to follow up with the
advisor and the Committee. Incomplete
applications will not be considered.

All applications must be postmarked on or before
March 1, 2000. Actions taken by the Roy J.
Shlemon Scholarship Awards Committee will be
reported to each applicant by a letter of
notification in April. Results will not be given by
telephone.

For information concerning the Awards Program
contact Robert A. Larson at ralarson@ecom.net.

Division Support Available for
Students Attending Meetings

The Engineering Geology Division of the
Geological Society of America is pleased to
request applications for Roy J. Shlemon
Awards.  Roy J. Shlemon Awards are given to
graduate and undergraduate students to
encourage participation in field trips and short
courses held at annual and sectional meetings.
Participation on field trips is especially
encouraged. The only criteria are that you must
be a student member of GSA and making
satisfactory progress toward your degree. In the
event that requests for awards exceed available
funding, student members of the Division
($2/year), followed by those attending field trips,
will be given preference.

To join the Division, contact GSA at
member@geosociety.org or 1-800-472-1988.

Fill out the enclosed form, have a professor in
your department sign it, and then send it in. You
will be notified about two months in advance of
the meeting if an award is made. An award will
pay for meeting registration and the attendance
fee for short courses and/or field trips.
Transportation, room, and board must be
provided by the student. Unused awards or
portions thereof must be returned. You may apply
for more than one field trip and/or short course
per meeting and more than one meeting per year.
If you are attending the annual meeting, please
join us at the Division’s annual luncheon (see
application). Please send in your application for
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the meeting you plan to attend by the appropriate
deadline listed below.

Northeastern Section Meeting 
Deadline:  December 15, 1999

Southeastern Section Meeting
Deadline:  December 20, 1999

South-Central Section Meeting
Deadline:  January 5, 2000

North-Central Section Meeting
Deadline:  January 5, 2000

Rocky Mountain Section Meeting
Deadline:  January 15, 2000

Cordilleran Section Meeting
Deadline:  January 30, 2000

Annual Meeting-Reno
Deadline:  August 15, 2000

Funds for this support are provided through the
Roy J. Shlemon Scholarship Fund for
Engineering Geology.  The Committee members
are: Robert A. Larson, Chair, Jerome V. DeGraff,
Duane A. Eversoll, John C. Jens and Roy J.
Shlemon

Annual Dues Reminder

As the geese and ducks begin their annual flights
south for the winter, a GSA membership renewal
form will be appearing in your mailbox.  Please
remember to include dues for the Engineering
Geology Division on your GSA membership
renewal form this fall.  Better yet, recruit a
colleague or student to join the Division, too!

Hart Recognized for Meritorious
Service to the EGD

Mike Hart, a well-known engineering geology
consultant in the San Diego area, will receive the
Meritorious Service Award at the EGD luncheon
during the Denver meeting.

Mike has a long history of service on various
committees including the Burwell Award and the
Student Task Force.  He is active in organizing
field trips and technical sessions for GSA
meetings.  Mike is also a past Chair of the EGD

and continues to actively participate in the annual
Board meeting.

Nominations for Division Awards
Needed by February 28, 2000

As members of the Engineering Geology Division,
you have an opportunity to influence future
recipients of the Distinguished Practice Award
and Meritorious Service Award.  Nominations are
requested from members for the award
committee to consider.  A description of the
criteria for consideration is given on the EGD web
site.  Nominations should be sent to the Division
Chair and received no later than February 28,
2000.

Reminder!

Dr. Mavis D. Kent will present her Richard H.
Jahns Distinguish Lecture at the GSA Annual
Meeting.  It will be on Wednesday morning in
Room C108-110-112 at the conclusion of the
Dams, Landslides, and the Richard H. Jahns
Distinguished Lecturer session.
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CALL FOR PAPERS:
HYDROLOGIC PROCESSES OF
MASS MOVEMENT

We are trying to fill a gap in the knowledge of
engineering geologists and geotechnical
engineers dealing with hillslopes. We would like
to receive papers on the relationship of hillslope
hydrology to mass movement, or the lack thereof.
The infiltration of water into and percolation of
water through landslides of all types will be
discussed, including modeling, theoretical
aspects, dewatering, monitoring, affect on
activation and rate of movement, and case
histories.  Papers on debris flow generation and
rainfall thresholds for failure initiation of previously
stable and unstable slopes are appropriate.

Data sets of pore water pressure are especially
welcome, as are papers on obtaining the
measurements. We would like papers on all types
of hydrologic systems, slopes and mass
movements. Large data sets of measurements
will be placed on a CD to be included with the
book.

We are aiming for first submittal of papers in late
spring of 2000. All papers will be peer-reviewed
per Geological Society of America requirements.
The papers are proposed for a volume of
Reviews in Engineering Geology published by the
Geological Society of America

Please contact the editors and discuss your
ideas. Information on formatting requirements will
be sent to you.

Editors:
Robert A. Larson - ralarson@ecom.net
Scott F. Burns - SCOTT@ch1.ch.pdx.edu

Richard Gray Honored for
Distinguished Practice

At the annual GSA meeting in Denver, the
Engineering Geology Division will present the
Distinguished Practice Award to Richard Gray.

Mr. Gray, a past President of the Association of
Engineering Geologists, will be recognized for his

years of active professional practice and many
contributions to the profession. The EGD
luncheon is on Wednesday, October 27, 1999. It
will be held at the Marriott Hotel.

Busy Schedule for 1999 Richard
H. Jahns Distinguished Lecturer

Dr. Mavis D. Kent, Senior Hydrogeologist for the
Oregon Department of Environmental Quality, is
keeping a busy schedule as the 1999 Richard H.
Jahns Distinguished Lecturer.  She presented her
lecture, “Environmental Cleanup: Basic Geology
is Still Important” at: Portland State University,
Oregon State University, University of Arizona,
California State University (San Bernardino),
California State University (Bakersfield) and the
University of Hawaii (Honolulu).

Dr. Kent’s lecture describes her role as a Senior
Hydrogeologist with a State regulatory agency,
examines a series of  “concepts” to highlight how
geology and hydrogeology are important in
environmental cleanup, and presents case
histories to illustrate how an understanding of site
geology and hydrogeology was important in the
process of investigating and evaluating
environmental pollution.  Dr. Kent has found the
response to her lectures to be interesting and
rewarding.
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Future presentations are currently scheduled at:

Calvin College, Grand Rapids, MI – 9/21
AEG Annual Meeting Opening Session, Salt Lake
City, UT – 9/27
Univ. of Utah, Salt Lake City, UT – 9/28
Univ. of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, OH – 10/4 or 5
Ohio Wesleyan Univ., Delaware, OH – 10/4 or 5
GSA Annual Meeting, Denver, CO – 1027
Univ. of Kentucky, Lexington, KY – 11/19

Visits are under discussion at:

Univ. of Miami, Miami, FL
Univ. of Minnesota, Duluth, MN
Univ. of Oklahoma, Norman, OK
Univ. of Windsor, Windsor, Ontario, Canada
College of William and Mary, Williamsburg, VA
George Mason Univ. and BWH AEG Section,
Fairfax, VA

Vote for Division Officers

Included in this Newsletter is a ballot to mark and
mail for Division officers.  Following are the
biographies of individuals standing for positions
on the Engineering Geology Division
Management Board.

ROBERT A. LARSON
Prof. Exp., Geol., Nevada Resources, Inc., 80-81; Staff Eng.
Geol., Slosson and Assoc., 81-86; Senior Eng. Geol., Calif.
GeoSystems, Inc., 86-87, Eng. Geol., Los Angeles Co. Dept.
Public Works, 87- present; Pers. Data, b. Glendale, CA, 1-14-
56. Educ.: UCLA, B.Sc. Geology, 79; CSUN, M.Sc. Geology
(with distinction), 95. Other Positions and Service: Chair,
So. Calif. Sec. AEG, 95-96; Pres., Calif. Sec., AIPG, 96;
Chair, AEG Ethics and Prof. Prac. Comm., 1994-99; Member,
Prof. Affairs Comm., Calif. State Board of Reg. for Geol. and
Geophy., 95-present; Member, Landslide Working Group,
Seismic Hazard Mapping Act Advisory Comm., Calif. State
Min. and Geol. Board, 96-97; Co-chair, Inter-Board
Coordinating Comm., Calif. State Min. and Geol. Board and
Calif. State Board of Reg. for Geol. and Geophy., 1997-99;
Member, Geosciences Policy Focus Group, California-at-Risk
Update, Calif. Seismic Safety Comm, 96-97; Reg. Geol., CA,
AZ, OR, ID; Cert. Eng. Geol., CA, OR; Cert. Hydrogeol., CA;
Chartered Geol., GS. Mem.: GSA (fellow), AEG, IAEG, AIPG,
AMQUA, AGU, SSA, EERI, ICBO, GS (London). Previous
GSA Service: EGD Vice-Chair, 1999, Secretary, 1998.
Member-at-large, 1997; EGD Newsletter Editor, 1997;
Member, Burwell Award Comm., 1997-99; Chair, Roy J.
Shlemon Scholarship Awards Committee, 1999; Division
Program Chair, 1999 Annual Meeting; Member, GSA Joint
Technical Program Committee, 1998-99; Co-editor, EGD
Reviews in Eng. Geol. #11, 1997; Symposium convener,
1994, Cordilleran Sec. Meet.

DUANE A. EVERSOLL
Prof. Exp:  Geophys., Cont. Geophy. Co, 59-60; Geol. Nebr.
Dept. Of Roads, 60-74; Res. Geol., Nebr. Geol. Sur., 74-
present; Assoc. Dir, and Assoc. Prf. Nebr. Geol. Sur., 91-
present.  Pers. Data:  b. Grand Island, NE, 5-6-36; m. 57, c.
2.  Educ.:  Univ. Nebr., B.Sc. geology, M.Sc. geology, 77.
Mem.:  GSA, AEG, Sigma XI.  Other Positions and Service:
Nat. Assoc. State Boards Geology (ASBOG); Nebr. Water
Well Stds. And Contr. License Board; Reg. Geol., Wy; Co-
founder and Ex. Dir., Shallow Exploration Drillers Clinic, 65-
present; Res.:  Nebr. landslides, Geol. Mapping; Eng. Geol;
Geothermal Energy, Environmental Geol., Mineral resources;
Previous GSA Service:  Eng. Geol. Div. Awards Committee,
91-93, Chair, 92-93.

TERRY R. WEST
Prof. Exp.: Engr. Geol., Reitz & Jens, 60-62, Consulting Engr.
Geol., ATEC Assoc., 69-81, Private Consulting Engr. Geol.,
81-present; Instr.,Ass't. Prof., Assoc. Prof. to Prof. 61-present,
Dept. Earth & Atmos. Sciences, Purdue Univ.; Pers. Data, b.
St. Louis, MO, 8-15-36. Educ.: Washington Univ. (of St.
Louis) A.B. Geology, 59, B.S. Geological Engr.,59, MA
Geology, Civil Engr. minor, 62, M.S. Civil Engr., Purdue
Univ.,64, Ph.D., Engr. Geol., Purdue Univ., 66. Other
positions and service,  Assoc. of Engr. Geol., Chair,
Northcentral Section, and member, Board of Directors, 83-85,
National Membership Chair, 86-88, Faculty Advisor, Purdue
Student Chapter, 79-present, 34th Annual Meeting, Planning
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Biographical Information, continued.
Committee and Chair, short courses, Chicago, 91; Highway
Geology Symposium, Chair annual meetings 67, 84, Chair
Steering Committee (governing body) 79-83, Medallion Award
Recipient, 83, Member, Steering Committee, 68-present;
Indiana Academy of Science, Fellow, Chair, Geology/Geo-
graphy and Engineering Divisions, and member governing
council several years, 70-present; Indiana Society of Mining
and Reclamation, member Executive Council; Director,
Indiana Mining and Mineral Resources Research Institute,
member IAEG, member ASCE, author college textbook,
Geology Applied to Engineering, Prentice Hall Book Co.,
1995, 560 p., Registered Professional Engineer, MO.
Previous GSA service, Member, Burwell Award Comm., 96-
98, Chair 98; Editor E.G. Division 85-89; member GSA
Editorial Board, 87-90; moderator, technical sessions, annual
meetings, several occasions, 70-present; GSA Campus
Representative 75-present; host GSA Alumni party at annual
meetings for Purdue Univ., 90-present.

JUDY EHLEN
Prof. Exp.: Instructor, Geol., Lane Comm. College, 1968-69;
Carto. Aid, U.S. Army Topographic Command, 1971-72;
Geol., U.S. Army Topographic Engineering Center (and
predecessors), 1972-present; Pers. Data, b. Portland, OR 6-
27-44. Educ.: Univ. Oregon, BA. German, 1966; Univ.
Oregon, BA Geology, 1969; Univ. Oregon, MA. Geology,
1969; Geo. Mason Univ., MA History, 1980; Univ. Birmingham
(UK), Ph.D. Geomorphology, 1990. Other Positions and
Service: Chair, Pub. Serv. Comm., Geol. Soc. Washington
(GSW), 1985,91, 92; Mem., Council, GSW, 1989-90; Chair,
Best Paper Comm., GSW, 1995; Mem. Audit Comm., GSW,
1996; Treas., GSW, 1998-present; Treas., 3rd Intl. Hutton
Sym. on Granites, 1992-94; Mem., Steering Com., Mil. Geol.
Working Group, 1994-present; Mem., Intl. Steering Comm.,
GeoComputation,1996-present; Chair, 4th Intl. Conf. on
GeoComputation, 1997-99; Reg. Prof. Geol., AL; Mem.: GSA,
AEG, GSW, Sigma Xi, Ussher Soc. (UK), BGRG (UK), ISRM,
ARMA. Previous GSA Service: Mem., Burwell Award
Comm., 1998-present;; Symposium convener, 1998 Ann.
Meeting
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