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Message from the Annual Meeting General Co-Chairs

On behalf of GSA and the local organizing committee, we welcome you to 
Seattle. For those of you who are experiencing our city or even the Pacific 
Northwest for the first time, we think you’ll see why we enjoy living here.

As co-chairs, we have been privileged to have a glimpse at how a large 
GSA meeting is put together—how a quiet empty convention center is trans-
formed into what you are seeing now. We are all indebted to Melissa 
Cummiskey, the senior meetings director at GSA, and her dedicated staff, 
who bring years of experience planning meetings in new venues, all of which 
offer special challenges and opportunities. We toured the center with the 
staff and tried to visualize how this cavernous space would be filled with the 
exhibits, and another with the posters. We sat with the Annual Program 
Committee, ably chaired by Peter Bobrowsky, as they selected Pardee 
Symposia and the noontime “Feed Your Brain” talks. Although mostly 
unseen, we should all thank Dick Berg, Kevin Mickus, and the Joint 
Technical Program Committee for their heroic efforts in fitting the myriad 
technical sessions into all the diverse meeting rooms with just the right 
number of seats. 

The chairs of our local committees, without any interference from us, 
independently have ensured that all of the other aspects that you expect at an 
annual meeting excel: Linnea McCann, Student Committee; Ralph 
Haugerud and Harvey Kelsey, Field Trip Committee; Michael O’Neal, K–12 
Committee, and Brian Butler, Sponsorship Committee. 

When we were chatting together about what to write here, we agreed that 
we would avoid using words such as vibrant, scintillating, exciting, and awe-
some to describe the meeting, Seattle, and the Pacific Northwest. Well, we’ve 
written them anyway! You are encouraged to choose which of these fits your 
own experiences here.

Alan Gillespie and Darrel Cowan
GSA 2017 General Co-Chairs

Darrel CowanAlan Gillespie
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We hope that you will join us on Sunday, 22 October, to cele-
brate the accomplishments of our GSA awardees and medalists and 
welcome our new Fellows. We invite you to the Presidential 
Address, given in conjunction with the Awards Ceremony. The 
talk will explore the role of GSA and the challenges and opportuni-
ties provided by the evolving global landscape—a topic that is 
reflected in this year’s meeting focus on the interface of geoscience 
research, communication, and society.

A key component of the Annual Meeting is the opportunity for 
geoscience students to present research and to see the latest results 
presented by top scientists from across the globe. There will be 
multiple venues for students to interact with one another and to 
network with academic and professional mentors from various 
employment sectors. These include GeoCareers Day, career short 
courses, the On To the Future program, and several networking 
and panel events.

A stimulating program awaits you!

We are pleased to welcome you to Seattle for GSA’s 129th 
Annual Meeting, held at the Washington State Convention Center, 
in the heart of the city. Seattle is most befitting as the site of this 
year’s Annual Meeting because it is truly a hot-bed of geology and 
geologic activity. And if you are looking for more—then cultural 
and gastronomic opportunities abound.

The meeting promises to be engaging given the diversity of 
technical sessions, field trips, and short courses that the 
Co-General Chairs, Allen Gillespie and Darrel Cowan, and the 
Technical Program Chair, Dick Berg, have organized. This year we 
present a near-record 257 Topical Sessions representing more than 
30 geoscience disciplines and nearly all of our Divisions and 
Interdisciplinary Interest Groups. We will be offering six Pardee 
Keynote Symposia, particularly fitting given Joseph Thomas 
Pardee’s contributions to reconstructing Glacial Lake Missoula. 
These interdisciplinary sessions will challenge the geoscience 
community by addressing issues of diversity, reveal Earth’s anat-
omy, and offer the chance to speed date, among other topics. 
Intrigued as to what the italicized terms address? Join us at these 
Symposia to discover for yourself. 

Seattle’s location in the Pacific Northwest, proximal to the vol-
canically and tectonically active Cascade Range, the site of ongo-
ing subduction (Olympic Mountains), some of the best Pleistocene 
glacial landscapes, home to multiple natural hazards, and a rich 
archeological history, provides ample diversity for our 23 field 
trips. The short courses promise to provide something for students 
and professionals across the board. Skills that can be obtained in 
Seattle range from novel and 3D approaches to studying subaque-
ous systems to visualizing terrestrial landscapes, and span the spa-
tial spectrum from nano-scale imaging to simulating magma 
chambers and basin exploration. Be sure to visit the exhibit hall to 
view the posters and engage in meaningful scientific and friendly 
discussions with colleagues and friends. The exhibit hall further 
features publishers, geoscience organizations, vendors of labora-
tory and field equipment, and representatives from dozens of grad-
uate schools. And don’t forget to “Feed Your Brain,” Monday 
through Wednesday, with some lunchtime enlightenment. There 
will be plenty of room and time to meet with your colleagues and 
make new connections for your research at the convention center 
and around town.

Isabel P. Montañez Vicki S. McConnell

GSA President 
Isabel P. Montañez

and

GSA Executive Director 
Vicki S. McConnell

Message from
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We support Respectful Inclusive Scientific Events and are 
committed to ensuring a safe and welcoming environment for 
all participants. By registering for this meeting, you have 
agreed to abide by the GSA Events Code of Conduct Policy (see 
page 14) in all venues at our meetings, including ancillary 
events, field trips, and official and unofficial social gatherings.

Remember:

•  Exercise consideration and respect in your speech and 
actions.

•  Refrain from demeaning, discriminatory, or harassing 
behavior and speech.

•  Be mindful of your surroundings and of your 
fellow participants.

•  Alert a GSA representative or security personnel if you 
notice a dangerous situation, someone in distress, or 
violations of this anti-harassment policy, even if they seem 
inconsequential.

If you are being harassed, notice that someone else is being 
harassed, or have any other concerns, please locate a GSA Staff 
Member or GSA Leader with a GSA RISE button. You may 
also email us at gsaeventscode@gmail.com or text or call us 
at +1-720-507-7523. GSA leadership or GSA’s meeting 
ombudsman will contact you.

RISE: Respectful Inclusive Scientifi c Events

GSA Meetings RISE to the Top

RISE to the occasion—be an active bystander to ensure a 
Respectful Inclusive Scientific Event. Attend this free work-
shop and learn how you can stop harassment:

No Means No: How to Step Up 
and Stop Harassment

Presented by Sherry A. Marts, Ph.D., President and CEO, 
S*Marts Consulting LLC
Mon., 23 Oct., noon–1:30 p.m., Washington State Convention 
Center, Ballroom 6B

Free to attend for all attendees. Food not included. Feel free to 
purchase food nearby in the and bring your lunch with you.

The damage done by harassers and bullies begins with those 
they target. It extends to those who witness or hear about it. 
And it poisons the atmosphere everywhere it happens—includ-
ing in the workplace, in fieldwork settings, and at meetings and 
conferences. What can you do to stop harassment when you’re 
the target? How can you step in to stop it when you see it? 
Learn how to recognize harassment for what it is, how to decide 
when to step up and step in, and approaches and methods that 
work to stop harassing and bullying behavior.
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Information Pages (in alphabetical order)
WSCC—Washington State Convention Center

ACCOMMODATION AND SERVICES

WSCC, Room 401
+1-206-219-4503
The Geological Society of America strives to create a pleasant and 
rewarding experience for every attendee and is committed to pro-
viding universal access to our meeting. If you or your guests need 
auxiliary aids or services because of special needs, please come to 
the Annual Meeting Office.

ANNUAL MEETING OFFICES

WSCC, Room 401
+1-206-219-4503
Hours: Fri.–Wed., 7 a.m.–6 p.m.

Sheraton Seattle Hotel, Fremont
+1-303-357-1041
Hours: Fri.–Wed., 7 a.m.–6 p.m.

BUSINESS CENTERS 

FedEx Office 

WSCC, Main Concourse 
+1-206-467-1767
Mon.–Fri. 7 a.m.–9 p.m.

Sheraton Seattle FedEx Office 

1400 6th Ave., Seattle, Washington 98101
+1-206-467-5885
Mon.–Fri., 7 a.m.–6 p.m.
Sat., 9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Sun., noon–5 p.m.

CAMPUS CONNECTION 

WSCC, Halls 4AB
Sun., 2–7 p.m. 
Mon.–Tues., 10 a.m.–6:30 p.m.
Wed., 10 a.m.–2 p.m.

CHILDCARE

WSCC, Room 310
+1-206-219-4509
Sat.–Wed., 7 a.m.–6 p.m.
Fees: US$9 per hour, per child
Age Range: 6 months to 12 years
Please check at the childcare office for availability.

CITY, VISITOR, AND INFORMATION DESK

WSCC, 1st Floor
+1-206-461-5840
Sun.–Wed., 9 a.m.–5 p.m.

COAT AND LUGGAGE CHECK

WSCC, Atrium Lobby, 4th Floor
Sat. – Sun., 7 a.m.–7 p.m.
Mon.–Wed., 7 a.m.–6:30 p.m.

COFFEE BREAKS

WSCC (while supplies last)
Sun., 10 a.m. (inside Halls 4EF)
Mon.–Wed., 10 a.m. (inside Halls 4AB and Halls 4EF)
Coffee will also be available for purchase at the WSCC concession 
stands on the 6th floor.

CONCESSIONS

WSCC, Halls 4AB
Solera 
Sun., 2–5 p.m.
Mon.–Tues., 10 a.m.–3 p.m.
Wed., 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
Grill
Mon.–Tues., 10 a.m.–3 p.m.
Wed., 10 a.m.–2 p.m.

WSCC, Satellite, 6th Floor
Sun.–Wed., 8 a.m.–3 p.m.

CONTINUING EDUCATION CREDIT

GSA’s Annual Meeting offers an excellent opportunity to earn 
continuing education units (CEUs) toward your general continuing 
education requirements for your employer or K–12 school. Please 
check the meeting website after the meeting to download your 
CEU certificate.

EXHIBIT HALL HOURS

WSCC, Halls 4AB
Sun., 2–7 p.m. 
Exhibits Opening Reception: 5:30–7 p.m.
Mon.–Tues., 10 a.m.–6:30 p.m.
Wed., 10 a.m.–2 p.m.
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GSA HEADQUARTERS 

Hall 4C
Bookstore–Foundation–Membership–Education Programs
Sun., 2–7 p.m.
Mon.–Tues., 10 a.m.–6:30 p.m.
Wed., 10 a.m.–2 p.m.

INTERNET 

WSCC 
Wireless Internet will be available in various lobby areas of the 
Convention Center. Seating for networking will be provided 
throughout the Convention Center in lobby areas and the main 
concourse. Access to electrical power is not guaranteed in all 
areas. 

LIBATIONS & COLLABORATIONS—POSTERS & 

CONVERSATIONS

Mon.–Wed., 4:30–6:30 p.m., Halls 4EF

LODGING INFORMATION ASSISTANCE

If you have any issues with your hotel reservation during the meet-
ing, please call +1-855-657-0549.
Sat.–Sun., 9 a.m.–6 p.m.
Mon.–Fri., 6 a.m.–5 p.m.
If you have issues outside of these hours, please contact your 
hotel’s front desk.

LOST & FOUND

WSCC, Registration, Hall 4C, 4th Floor
+1-206-219-4501
Sat., 7 a.m.–7 p.m.
Sun., 6:30 a.m.–6:30 p.m.
Mon.–Wed., 7 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
Each year, many lost items are left at the Convention Center 
after the meeting ends. We encourage you to check at the 
Information/Lost & Found Desk if you lose something or find 
something that’s not yours. After the Information/Lost & 
Found Desk closes each day, items will be transferred to the 
Security Office. After the meeting, items come home to the 
GSA Headquarters in Boulder, Colorado, USA; we’d like to 
return your things to you before then!

MOTHER’S ROOM/SELF CARE ROOM/SPECIAL NEEDS

WSCC, Waterfall Suite, 4th Floor
If you are a nursing mother, or have special needs, this room 
will be available for use. Please contact a GSA representative at 
the Registration Desk Hall 4C or in the Annual Meeting Office, 
room 401.

NEWSROOM

WSCC, Room 601
+1-206-219-4506
Sun.–Wed., 7:30 a.m.–6 p.m.
The GSA Newsroom will provide quiet workspace with a phone 
line, Internet, electrical outlets, a computer and printer, and morn-
ing coffee for registered media representatives and public informa-
tion officers only. Media should register and pick up programs and 
related information at the main registration desk. Find meeting-
related press releases and media coverage in the online newsroom 
at community.geosociety.org/gsa2017/press/pr. 

PENROSE GUEST HOSPITALITY SUITE

WSCC, Room 400
+1-206-219-4508
Sun.–Wed., 8 a.m.–5:30 p.m.

POSTER PRESENTATIONS

WSCC, Halls 4EF
Sun., 9 a.m.–5:30 p.m. with authors present 3:30–5:30 p.m.
Mon.–Wed., 9 a.m.–6:30 p.m., with authors to present during the 
afternoon Libations & Collaborations 4:30–6:30 p.m.

Information Pages (in alphabetical order)
WSCC—Washington State Convention Center

 FIRST AID & EMERGENCY SERVICES

Room 498, 4th Floor, Atrium Lobby (outside of Hall 4AB)
Sun.–Wed., 8 a.m.–6:30 p.m.
To contact the first aid room, call 5127 using a house phone 
or +1-206-694-5127 when using a cell phone. This is the case 
for any emergency requiring medical, police, or fire assistance 
at the Washington State Convention Center. For further safety 
information, see page 15.
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 RECYCLING AND SUSTAINABILITY

In furtherance of GSA’s mission in promoting stewardship of the 
Earth, GSA works continuously to minimize the environmental 
impacts associated with the planning and execution of all our 
meetings. You can participate in this effort by recycling all paper, 
organic matter, and recyclable material at the Convention Center. 
Please consider contributing to the GSA Foundation’s Energy and 
Conservation Fund at www.gsafweb.org/makeadonation.html if 
you want to make a carbon offset donation for your attendance at 
the meeting. This fund is used to support sustainability projects at 
GSA Headquarters.

SATURDAY SEATTLE ICEBREAKER

WSCC, Ballroom 6E
Sat., 5–7 p.m.
The most popular event at the Annual Meeting is the Icebreaker. 
Join thousands of industry professionals, students, academics, 
Divisions, and Associated Societies to kick off the Annual Meeting 
with beer and great company.

SPEAKER READY ROOM

WSCC, Room 303
+1-206-219-4507
Sat., 8 a.m.–8 p.m.
Sun.–Tues., 6:30 a.m.–6:30 p.m.
Wed., 6:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m.

If your presentation is on Upload no later than
Sun., 22 Oct. 8 p.m., Sat., 21 Oct.
Mon., 23 Oct. 6:30 p.m., Sun., 22 Oct.
Tues., 24 Oct. 6:30 p.m. Mon., 23 Oct.
Wed., 25 Oct. 6:30 p.m. Tues., 24 Oct.

REGISTRATION DESK

WSCC, Hall 4C, 4th Floor
+1-206-219-4501

•  Badges are required for access to all activities and should 
be visible at all times.

•  The guest registration fee of $90 per person is available for 
non-geologist spouses or friends of professional and/or 
student meeting registrants.

•  Check in at the On-Site Registration Desk to purchase 
tickets for Local Tours, Special Events, and Ticketed 
Functions. 

•  The program book can be picked up at the onsite 
registration desk. 

GSA cannot provide refunds for onsite registration or ticket/
special event sales.

Badge ribbons: If you have been notified that you should 
receive a ribbon for your badge, please pick it up at the 
Information Desk at registration.

Information Pages (in alphabetical order)
WSCC—Washington State Convention Center

STUDENT VOLUNTEER OFFICE

WSCC, Room 309
Phone: +1-206-219-4505
Fri., 7 a.m.–5 p.m.
Sat.–Wed., 6:30 a.m.–6 p.m.

TRANSPORTATION

Annual Meeting Office, WSCC, Room 401
Phone: +1-206-219-4503
GSA will not be providing shuttle service from the hotels to the 
Convention Center. GSA will provide alternative arrangements to 
and from GSA hotels and the Convention Center for the elderly or 
disabled. Contact the Annual Meeting Office to make these 
arrangements. 

Getting around Seattle

Amtrak: Seattle is served by Amtrak at King Street Station, 
located at 303 Jackson Street Seattle, Washington 98104 (+1-800-
872-7245). For destinations and schedules, go to www.amtrak.
com/home.

Link Light Rail runs from the airport to the University of 
Washington through downtown Seattle Mon.–Sat., 5 a.m.–1 
a.m. (last train departs the airport at 12:10 a.m.), and Sunday 
5 a.m.–midnight (last train departs the airport at 11:05 p.m.). 
Trains arrive every 6–15 min., depending on the time of day, 
and it takes ~40 min. to travel between Sea-Tac and the down-
town Westlake Station. One-way fares range from US$2.25 to 
US$3: www.soundtransit.org/Schedules/Link-light-rail.

King County Metro Transit provides bus service in downtown 
Seattle and outlying neighborhoods. Time-tables and route maps 
are available at the Transit Information Center in the tunnel under 
Westlake Center at 4th Ave. & Pine Street as well as online. King 
County Metro also has a mobile app. Learn more at http://trip-
planner.kingcounty.gov.

All Day Transit Pass: These US$8 all-day passes are loaded 
onto regional transit cards (US$5 each) at all ORCA vending 
machines to be used for unlimited one-day riding on all local 
public transit (excluding the Seattle Monorail and Washington 
State Ferries). Regular fares are US$3.50 per ride. Learn more at 
https://orcacard.com/ERG-Seattle/p3_001.do.

Taxis: Taxis, Limos, Town Cars and Ride Sharing: At Sea-Tac 
Airport, taxis and ride-sharing companies are available on the 
third floor of the parking garage. One-way rides between the air-
port and downtown range from US$40–US$55.
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GSA is a premier, international scientific society whose goals 
and mission are to advance geoscience research and discovery, to 
provide service to society, and to promote stewardship of Earth 
within and beyond the geosciences profession. In fulfilling its 
goals and mission, and in keeping with its Diversity Position 
Statement (www.geosociety.org/gsa/positions/position15.aspx), 
GSA meetings foster the exchange of scientific ideas through open 
and respectful dialogues at oral and poster sessions, field trips, 
short courses, mentorships, and other GSA-supported programs. 
GSA promotes, provides, expects, and endorses a professional and 
respectful atmosphere and values a diversity of views and opinions. 

All registrants, guests, volunteers, exhibitors, GSA staff, service 
providers, and others in attendance are expected to abide by this 
GSA Events Code of Conduct, which outlines specific expectations 
for participants at GSA-supported events and is in addition to the 
provisions of the GSA Code of Conduct (www.geosociety.org/
mbrCode).

Expected Behavior

All registrants, guests, volunteers, exhibitors, GSA staff, service 
providers, and others in attendance are to:
•  Be treated with respect and consideration;
•  Be considerate, collegial, and collaborative;
•  Communicate openly, with civil attitudes, critiquing ideas rather 

than individuals;
•  Avoid personal attacks directed toward other registrants, guests, 

volunteers, exhibitors, GSA staff, service providers, and others 
in attendance;

•  Obey the rules and policies of the meeting venue, hotels, GSA 
contracted facility, or any other venue where your meeting 
badge and GSA affiliation are likely to be displayed;

•  Alert meeting security personnel, GSA staff, or GSA leadership 
if you notice someone in distress, or perceive a potentially dan-
gerous situation, or witness a dangerous situation.

Procedures to be Followed in an Emergency Situation

•  Evaluate the situation and if appropriate call 911 or activate a 
local fire alarm;

•  Do not endanger yourself. Follow the directions of building 
security, law enforcement, fire department, military personnel, 
or GSA staff;

•  Initiate first aid if appropriate, so trained, and necessary;
•  Be as observant as possible in order to communicate to 

emergency staff.

Unacceptable Behavior Includes but is Not Limited to

•  Harassment, intimidation, or discrimination;
•  Physical or verbal abuse of any registrant, guest, volunteer, 

exhibitor, GSA staff, service provider, or other attendee;
•  Disruption of presentations at oral or poster sessions, in the 

exhibit hall, on field trips, or at other events organized by GSA 
at the meeting venue, hotels, or other GSA-contracted facilities;

•  Audio and video recording, or taking images of an individual’s 
oral presentation without the presenters’ permission, is expressly 
forbidden. Images of posters taken without permission are not 

allowed. Images of posters may be taken with the explicit con-
sent of the presenter, and images may be acquired only in the 
presence of the presenter;

•  Verbal comments related to gender, sexual orientation, disabil-
ity, physical appearance, body size, race, religion, national ori-
gin, or any other identified characteristic outlined in the GSA 
Diversity Position Statement;

•  Inappropriate use of nudity and/or sexual images in public 
spaces or in presentations;

•  Intentional, uninvited physical contact of any form;
•  Threats (implied or real) of physical, professional, or financial 

harm;
•  Stalking registrants, guests, volunteers, exhibitors, GSA staff, 

service providers, or others in attendance. 

Consequences of Unacceptable Behavior

•  Anyone requested to stop unacceptable behavior is expected to 
immediately cease and desist.

•  GSA staff, leadership, security, or law enforcement personnel 
shall take action(s) deemed necessary and appropriate. Actions 
may include immediate removal from the meeting or field trip 
without warning or refund.

•  GSA reserves the right to prohibit attendance at any future GSA 
meeting or other GSA-sponsored event.

Reporting Unacceptable Behavior

If you are the subject of unacceptable behavior or have wit-
nessed any such behavior, please immediately notify a GSA staff 
member or GSA leader wearing a GSA RISE button. You may also 
email us at gsaeventscode@gmail.com, text or call us at +1-720-
507-7523, or stop by the GSA Annual Meeting Office, room 401 in 
the Washington State Convention Center, to talk with someone.

You may also contact GSA Presidenet Isabel Montañez, 
president@geosociety.org, or GSA Executive Director Vicki S. 
McConnell, vmcconnell@geosociety.org.

Anyone experiencing or witnessing behavior that constitutes 
an immediate or serious threat to public safety or a criminal act 
is expected to contact 911. Those witnessing a potential criminal 
act should also take actions necessary to maintain their own 
personal safety.

Events Code of Conduct
Approved by GSA Council on 25 September 2016
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Safety and Security Tips

GSA is committed to providing a safe and secure meeting 
environment. The following are suggestions for how you can pro-
tect yourself in situations that may occur during the meeting. 
Always remember that if it is a life-threatening emergency, 
dial 9-1-1. If you are within the convention center or hotel, it is 
helpful to have someone notify a staff member or building 
employee if possible to avoid delays with emergency responders. 

If an emergency or other situation occurs at any time during the 
conference and you need additional assistance from GSA, please 
notify Melissa Cummiskey (GSA Senior Director of Meetings) in 
the Washington State Convention Center, Room 401, or call 
+1-206-219-4503 as soon as possible after any incidents. (After 
hours, you can call +1-303-357-1058.)

Important phone numbers in case of emergency:

@ Convention Center: Dial 5127 using a house phone or +1-206-
694-5127 when using a cell phone.
@ Sheraton: Dial 3333 (or 911 for emergency responders) using a 
house phone. 
@ Your hotel: Dial zero for the hotel operator.

Within the city:

Seattle Police Department West Precinct, Phone: +1-206-625-5011
Harborview Medical Center, Phone: +1-206-731-3000

Also Recommended: If you have a cell phone, create an emer-
gency contact entry and list it under “ICE” (In Case of 
Emergency). On the back of your meeting ID badge, please write 
an emergency contact name and number for someone who is 
attending the meeting with you.

  FIRE SAFETY
While at the Convention Center: Study the floor plans in the 
meeting program for the exits nearest to your session room as well 
as to other rooms you plan to visit, including the Exhibit Hall.
While at Your Hotel: Locate the fire exits on your floor, put your 
room key close to where you sleep, and check the windows to see if 
they open.

In case of fire:

•  Keep your room key with you;
•  Never open a door without first checking for smoke or heat (if 

the door feels warm, don’t open it);
•  If smoke is present, keep low to the floor—do not walk upright;
•  Do not use elevators;
•  If smoke is in a stairwell, avoid it—choose another route or 

return to your room if there no accessible way out.

If you must remain in your room during a fire:

•  Let someone know you are in the room—if the phone works, 
call for help;

•  Open or break (if necessary) the window for fresh air, but not if 
you see smoke outside;

•  Hang a bed sheet out the window to signal firefighters;
•  Fill the tub and sink with water;

•  Soak towels and sheets (and blankets if necessary) and use them 
to keep smoke out of your room by blocking door cracks and 
ventilation grills;

•  If your room is smoky, place a wet cloth over your nose and 
mouth.

STREET SAFETY

When Leaving the Convention Center or Other Meeting Venue:

•  Take off and stow your meeting badge.
•  Don’t walk through isolated areas;
•  Keep alert for potentially dangerous situations; 
•  Find others to walk with you;
•  Take a cab if you have had too much to drink (don’t make your-

self an easy target).

If You Are Accosted: 

•  Comply with attacker demands as calmly as possible, but do not 
allow yourself to be moved to a secondary location; 

•  Get a good description of your attacker; 
•  Call the police.

Find more city safety tips on our mobile meeting app or our 
meeting website.

GSA is happy to provide these reminders to help make your 
meeting safer, but please remember: You are responsible for your 
own safety.

Seattle Police Department (SPD) 
SAFE PLACE Program: 

While Seattle is generally one of the safest and most pro-
gressive cities in the United States, crimes and discrimination 
related to the city’s lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer/
questioning (LGBTQ) residents and visitors unfortunately 
still occur. SPD is committed to the safety of all LGBTQ resi-
dents and visitors. Seattle Police Department SAFE PLACE 
signage (see logo) is being displayed by local supporting com-
munity members, businesses, schools, and organizations that 
work closely with the Seattle Police Department in an effort to 
reduce all crimes and bullying. Note: ALL Starbucks down-
town locations are designated SAFE PLACES.
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Speaker Ready Room

Poster Presentations
Posters are located in the Halls 4EF the following hours:
Sun., 9 a.m.–5:30 p.m., with authors present 3:30–5:30 p.m.
Mon.–Wed., 9 a.m.–6:30 p.m., with authors present during 
the afternoon Libations & Collaborations reception, 
4:30–6:30 p.m.
Presenters are also encouraged to be on-hand for two hours in 
the morning and two hours in the afternoon.

Mobile Meeting
Seattle Meeting App

GSA’s meeting app can be used in two ways. When installed as a 
native app on iOS or Android phones and tablets it allows you to 
browse and search the entire meeting even without an Internet con-
nection. On other kinds of devices it is accessible as a Web app; 
that is, a responsively designed application that will run in your 
favorite web browser and will work well on screens of any size. 
Either way, the meeting app allows you to build your own personal 
schedule for the meeting. That personal schedule will sync 
between all of the devices on which you run the meeting app.

The app is available in the Apple Store and Play Store. Please 
search for GSA 2017. If your mobile device is short on memory 
and you would prefer not to install the native app, and if you have a 
good cellular data plan just in case you encounter Wi-Fi problems 
at the meeting, then we recommend that you use the Web app on 
your phone.

Visit community.geosociety.org/gsa2017/mobileapp for more 
information and for download links.

Everything you need to know about the meeting, always at your 

fingertips!

•  ENTIRE TECHNICAL PROGRAM—Locate the sessions and 
individual talks you want to hear, and add them to your personal 
schedule.

•  See who is exhibiting and add them as favorites.
•  Find speakers and add them as contacts.
•  Select events to attend and add them to your calendar.
 •  View uploaded presentations.
•  Find local specials being offered to attendees.

Washington Convention Center, Room 303
Sat., 8 a.m.–8 p.m.
Sun.–Tues., 6:30 a.m.–6:30 p.m.
Wed., 6:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m.
The Speaker Ready Room does not have Internet service.

Presentation Information
Your abstract acceptance e-mail, sent to you in August, included 

the time and location of your presentation as well as whether 
you’ve been slated for a talk or a poster. If you are presenting a 
talk, please read the following information for oral presentations:

We strongly recommend all speakers visit the speaker ready 
room to run through presentations in order to get comfortable with 
the equipment. We recommend this also to anyone who uploaded 
their presentation early. Your presentation should be prepared with 
a 16:9 screen ratio. It’s best to make sure images and fonts used in 
your presentation work well on the rented conference centers 
equipment. Highly qualified technicians are on-hand to offer any 
needed assistance.

If you were unable to submit your presentation online prior 
to the meeting, please do so in the Speaker Ready Room the day 
before your presentation. Below is a schedule:

If Your Presentation is on Upload No Later Than
Sunday, 22 October 8 p.m., Saturday, 21 October
Monday, 23 October 6:30 p.m., Sunday, 22 October
Tuesday, 24 October 6:30 p.m., Monday, 23 October
Wednesday, 25 October 6:30 p.m., Tuesday, 24 October

If you have a Sunday presentation and are unable to get to the 
speaker ready room on Saturday, please take your presentation 
directly to your session room at least 30 minutes before the session 
is scheduled to begin.

Acceptable file types: PowerPoint (.ppt or .pps), Microsoft 
Word (.doc), or PDF (.pdf). If your graphics or video clips are not 
embedded in your presentation, please be sure that you bring them 
as well. The Speaker Ready Room does not have thumb drives 
available.

Mac users: You will be using a PC for your presentation. Please 
visit the Speaker Ready Room to make sure your hyperlinks still 
work. If your presentation includes embedded video, your video 
will most likely NOT play automatically on the PC platform. You 
will need to either convert your .mov files to .avi format or create a 
link in your slide show to an external .mov file. If you choose the 
latter, your animation will play in a separate QuickTime window, 
outside of your PowerPoint presentation. If you are unable to run 
your Mac presentation from a PC, we will be able to accommodate 
you. Please talk to the technicians in the Speaker Ready Room for 
more information.




