
The Board Certified  
  Advantage
   f o r  C i v i l  Eng i nee r i ng 
              P ro j ec t s

Achieve your goals with 
the best civil engineering 
professionals in:
•	Coastal Engineering

•	Geotechnical Engineering

•	Navigation Engineering

•	Ocean Engineering

•	Port Engineering

•	Water Resources Engineering



Board certification is a post-licensure 
credential for professionals who have 
demonstrated a mastery of the core 
body of knowledge for a specialty 
field within his/her profession. It is 
not a license to practice, but rather 
a recognition from the respective 
profession that the individual has 
achieved specialized expertise beyond 
the basic knowledge required to 
become a licensed professional. The 
medical profession has offered board 
certification for years for areas of 
medical specialization. 

ASCE currently provides board 
certification for six specialty 
subdisciplines within the Civil 
Engineering profession:

• Coastal Engineering

• Geotechnical Engineering

• Navigation Engineering

• Ocean Engineering

• Port Engineering

• Water Resources Engineering

ASCE believes that these specialty 
fields require advanced education and 
training and has established academies 
to evaluate candidates and provide 
the “board certified” credential. 
Board certification for other specialty 
fields within civil engineering are also 
expected to be developed.

ASCE’s academies are accredited 
by the Council of Engineering and 
Scientific Specialty Boards (CESB).

The minimum qualifications needed 
to obtain board certification in one of 
these specialty fields are as follows:

• An engineering baccalaureate 
degree plus a Master’s degree  
or 30 additional credit hours of 
advanced engineering courses in 
their specialty area;

• A professional engineering license 
(P.E.); and

• A minimum of 8 years of 
progressive, post-licensure 
experience in their specialty field.

In addition to these minimum criteria, 
civil engineers desiring board 
certification must demonstrate to the 
governing academy that they have 

achieved advanced experience 
and mastery of the body of 

knowledge for their specialty 
field.

T h e  D i p l o m a t e   A d v a n t a g e  f o r  C i v i l  E n g i n e e r i n g  P r o j e c t s

WHY HIRE A BOARD 
CERTIFIED CIVIL 
ENGINEER?
Board certification provides clients, employers 
and the public with assurance that the engineer 
has the requisite experience, high level of 
expertise, knowledge and training needed to 
practice in his/her specialty area on their behalf.

This advanced experience and knowledge often 
results in better project outcomes including:

• Enhanced project performance

• Initial project cost saving as well as cost savings 
over the life of the project

• Reduced project risks and liability

• Advanced project analysis

• Fewer unanticipated scenarios and project 
delays

RESPONSIBILITIES OF 
BOARD CERTIFIED 
ENGINEERS
Civil engineers obtaining board certification 
through one of ASCE’s academies have accepted 
the responsibility for excellence in their area 
of expertise, including obtaining continuing 
education development beyond that required to 
maintain their professional engineer license (20 
PDH hours per year).

WHAT IS BOARD CERTIF ICATION?



T h e  D i p l o m a t e   A d v a n t a g e  f o r  C i v i l  E n g i n e e r i n g  P r o j e c t s

• Certification recognizes the 
individual as a leader in the 
practice of their specific field 
of engineering.

• Certification demonstrates 
attainment of a body of 
knowledge within a specialty 
area of civil engineering.

• Certification demonstrates 
a strong commitment to 
professionalism through 
its ethics and continuing 
professional development 
requirements.

• Certification provides 
clients with an assurance that 
they are engaging  highly 
qualified participants on 
their projects.

• Certification supports the 
concept of Qualifications 
Based Selection (QBS).

WHAT MAKES A 
CIVIL ENGINEER 
WITH BOARD 
CERTIFICATION 
SO VALUABLE?

”“THE QUALITY OF CIVIL ENGINEERING WORK CAN MEAN THE 
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN PROJECT SUCCESS AND FAILURE.

Maritime engineering is a small community; yet the products and 
outcomes produced by practitioners have significant and critical 
consequences to our business and, in turn, the nation’s economy. 
This is high-consequence work, and the ACOPNE certification 
is tangible evidence of the proposed individual‘s competency 
in maritime engineering. We feel the ACOPNE Diplomate 
certification will become the industry standard that demonstrates 
advanced knowledge, superior experience, and commitment 
and dedication to the industry. This gives owners like me the 
confidence that we are retaining the right company and the right 
person for our work.

Douglas J. Sereno, Director of Program Management, Port of Long Beach 
Program Management Division



WHO DEVELOPED 
ASCE BOARD 
CERTIFICATION?
Civil Engineering Board Certification 
development was led by ASCE with the 
participation of ASCE Institutes and 
oversight by CEC. Institute members are 
the professionals best qualified for a civil 
engineering specialty and determine the 
criteria to qualify for certification. Six Board 
Certifications are currently offered through 
CEC. Others may be developed in the 
future. 

THE ASCE ACADEMIES 
Three ASCE Academies currently offer Board Certification programs:

• Academy of Coastal, Ocean, Port, and Navigation Engineering (ACOPNE)

• Academy of Geo-Professionals (AGP)

• American Academy of Water Resource Engineers (AAWRE)

1801 Alexander Bell Drive
Reston, VA 20191-4382
703-295-6300, 800-548-2723
www.asce.org

QUALITY 
The quality of civil engineering work 
determines project performance, so make 
sure you are getting what you need by 
retaining the right experts on your team. 

LEADERSHIP
Including a Board Certified Diplomate on 
your team brings extensive experience to 
develop the right solution to your unique 
set of needs. 

PRECISION 
A Board Certified engineer is one of 
the highest designations available and is 
recognized as a respected and credible 
professional within the field of civil 
engineering. 

www.aawre.org www.acopne.org www.geoprofessionals.org

www.asce.org/certification

The ASCE Academies' certifications are accredited 
programs by the Council of Engineering and Scientific 
Specialty Boards.


