
Environmental Program Evaluation TIG                

Newsletter             

 

March 2017 

On October 27th, 26 
AEA members left the 
conference center for 
the   annual EPE TIG 
Field Trip. This year 
we were joined by 
the Youth Focused      
Evaluation TIG which 
co-sponsored the trip. 
The field trip allows us 
to  engage with a 
host city organization     
doing environmental 
program work, learn 
about them, and offer evaluation ideas. 
 

We went to visit Trees Atlanta, a non-profit conservation and education 
organization whose mission is to “preserve, protect and improve 
Atlanta’s urban forest by planting, conserving and educating the 
public”. Our field trip began with Judy Yi, Director of Education, briefing 
us on Tree’s Atlanta history and mission. 
 

We took a walking tour of the Atlanta Beltline –a 22 mile trail connecting 
neighborhoods, shops, and downtown via a walking and bike path. 
Trees Atlanta was instrumental in planting native trees, shrubs, and 
plants along the length of the trail. 
 

While we walked, we learned about two of Trees Atlanta’s youth          
engagement programs: Urban Tree Trackers and Junior Tree Keepers. 
Both programs work with youth to develop an appreciation of nature 
and facilitate their desire to become good stewards of the urban forest.  
 

After our tour, we talked with Trees Atlanta staff about opportunities to 
assess the level of youth engagement, measure long-term impact, and 
engage youth directly in evaluation efforts. As part of the brainstorming 
session and a follow-up survey of field trip participants, we generated  
several concrete suggestions that were shared with Trees Atlanta. The 
field trip was a wonderful opportunity to put our evaluation skills to 
good use. 
.  

Share Your Earth Week 

Wisdom 

 
We are soliciting authors 
to write a tip for Earth 
Week (April 16-21st).  Tips 
may focus on (but are not 
limited to) a paper you 
have written, an evalua-
tion approach you have 
found helpful, or a hot 
topic you can weigh in 
on.  The key is  offering 
educational value for 
readers.  Tips are due 
March 10th.   Please  
contact Rupu Gupta for 
more information:                                          
rgupta@newknowledge.org  
 
Review Conference   
Proposals 
 
The commitment: review 
a small number of        
proposals (in the past, 
about 3 to 5) over             
~2 weeks in mid-April. 
 

The reward: Help develop 
the strongest EPE roster of 
sessions and papers yet. 
 

Everyone is invited to re-
view, regardless if you are 
new to the TIG or have 
submitted several pro-
posals yourself.  Contact 
Christina Kakoyannis:  
Christina.Kakoyannis@ 

NFWF.ORG 

Annual EPE Field Trip to Trees Atlanta A Great Success 
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Conference Call for Proposals – March 16, 2017 
Theme: From Learning to Action 
 
This year’s annual conference will be in Washington, DC from November 6th-11th. We encourage 
you to submit a proposal on any environmental evaluation topic.  Sample topics below. 
 

Evaluations of Conservation Biology, including: 
Ecological monitoring and assessment, e.g. habitat or species restoration 
Human dimensions of resource management 

 

Evaluations of Environmental Policy, Programs and Management, including: 
Policy and practice change initiatives 
Program and policy effectiveness and environmental outcomes 

 

Program and policy implementation across local, regional national and international levels 
 

Evaluations of Environmental & Conservation Education, including: 
Environmental & Conservation Education in schools or non-formal settings 
Educational impacts of environmental and conservation education on learning 

 

Evaluations of Energy Programs, including: 
Measurement of demand-side management programs 
Impact of social marketing and incentive programs on consumer behavior 

 

Evaluations of International/Global Issues, including: 
Education and will-building in support of environmental issues 
Climate change practices, policies 

 

Please integrate the conference theme From Learning to Action — specifically, enhancing evaluation 
practices, sharing what works and why in policies and programs, insights from other communities 
that could inform evaluation, and information about evaluation users. 
 

Submit via AEA’s website by 11:59 (Eastern Time Zone) on March 16th. 

AEA’s Sustainability Working Group – Listening Tour Launch and 2017 Goals 
 

The Sustainability Working Group (SWG) is implementing recommendations from AEA’s 2015 Green 
Audit.  The audit provided a road map for reducing AEA’s environmental impact, which the SWG is 
now working to implement within the practical constraints of the organization.  The audit also     
outlined strategies for leveraging our influence as a professional association to help address          
sustainability and climate change. This includes identifying ways for AEA’s members to catalyze     
sustainable action in their organizations and with clients. At the 2016 annual meeting, the SWG 
launched the AEA Sustainability Listening Tour to learn from members what sustainability means to 
us. Next steps for the Listening Tour include focus groups with members to understand how best to 
approach issues of sustainability in our AEA context.  

The SWG meets the fourth Tuesday of every month from 3PM to 4PM eastern by teleconference. If 
you are interested in joining and/or participating in the Listening Tour, please contact Heather   
Dantzker, SWG Chair, at heather@dantzker.com for more information.  
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Meet Our Member 

Kara Crohn 

Geographic Location: Riverside, CA 
 

Employer: EMI Consulting (based in Seattle, WA) 
 

Education: PhD in Education, Social Research Methodology Division,  
UCLA, emphasis in program evaluation; BA in Sociology 
 

Area of Specialization: energy efficiency and clean energy evaluation  
and strategy research 
 

Years of Experience in Evaluation: 15, of which 7 have been focused  
on the energy efficiency and clean energy sector 

 

Professional/Personal Interests: At work, I enjoy helping my clients build evaluative thinking into their 
planning process and program implementation. I am thankful when clients tell us we helped them 
make more informed decisions about energy efficiency and clean energy adoption challenges. At 
home, I love getting outside with my family and our rescue dogs, working with our Riverside GREEN 
sustainability team, and occasionally performing with my dance studio (modern, hip-hop, samba, and 
contemporary Brazilian).   
 

Methodologies used: I design studies that use a variety of qualitative and quantitative research   
methods to address our clients’ questions, such as literature reviews, in-depth interviews, web        
surveys, focus groups, ride-alongs, and site visits. I rely on my engineering colleagues to integrate  
engineering analyses into our studies. Strategic planning tools like logic modeling and process    
mapping help clients connect the dots between what they intend to accomplish and their available 
resources, and help them develop and track appropriate performance metrics. 
 

How Did the Evaluator Come to Be Interested in Environmental Evaluation? I wanted to work on               
environmental issues since I was in college. I looked for a way to contribute to environmental        
conservation causes using my social science skills and interest in organizational development. I found 
out about evaluation in graduate school and said, “That’s it! That’s the skill set I can use to help       
environmental organizations succeed in their missions.”     
 

Description of Current Work: As a Managing Consultant, I oversee and provide technical direction for    
evaluations, evaluability assessments, market studies, organizational research, and strategic planning 
efforts. I work with a variety of clients in the energy efficiency and clean energy fields, but most often 
utilities and state agencies that are required to demonstrate energy efficiency and clean energy    
program results. 
 

Advice for Other Evaluators: It’s harder to see reasonable alternatives when you are locked in your 
day-to-day routine. We can bring value to our clients by asking good questions and helping them  
explore new connections and opportunities that are often hidden in plain sight. 

We are thrilled to announce that Kara is re-joining the leadership team of EPE TIG! 

 


