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TIG Business     
Meeting and Dinner 

The Environmental 
TIG business     

meeting will be held 
on Thursday,        

November 1st from 
6- 6:45pm, followed 
by dinner together 

at Pura Vida at 7:30.  
 

Network with          
colleagues who 
share common      
interests, learn   

something new in 
environmental       

program evaluation, 
and engage with 
TIG leadership. At 
the EPE TIG dinner 
you are guaranteed 

to share great  
conversation and 

laughter over good 
food while kindling 

new friendships.  
 

 

Field Trip:   

Tour sustainability projects at the Huntington Convention Center 
of Cleveland and Global  Center for Health Innovation  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Participants will tour Farmville and the back of house sustainability 
work at the Huntington Convention Center of Cleveland and Global 
Center for Health Innovation.  We will see Exhibit Halls, Truck Loading 
Dock, Grind2Energy Food Recycling Center, Art Gallery, Hilton      
Cleveland Hotel and connected Huntington Garage, Kitchen, Back of 
house areas, and FarmVille.  Come learn how their operations            
incorporate a focus on  sustainability. 
 
When:  Thursday November 1, from 12-2 pm 

Where: We will meet in the Global Center Atrium at the hotel  

Important Notes:   

Guests will need to be able to use stairs to FarmVille, however the rest 
of facility is ADA accessible.  

No one wearing high heeled or open toed shoes can participate. 

To RSVP, please contact: Corrie Whitmore – whitmore@alaska.edu 
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mailto:whitmore@alaska.edu


Geographic Location: Albany, NY 
 
Employer: World Bank Consultant 
 
Education:  MA in International Relations and European Studies from 

Georgetown University; BA in International Studies, Adelphi University  

Area of Specialization: Sustainable development, environment and        

international development (over 13 years of experience) 

 
Years of Experience in Evaluation:  2 
 
Professional/Personal Interests: Professionally, I am a project manager at heart.  I love interacting 
with people all over the world and learning what works in other countries.   I try to bring diverse 
practices into my work. Personally, I am involved with the Sustainability Advisory Committee for the 
City of Albany and conduct neighborhood outreach on sustainability. I also love gardening.  Finally, 
I’m a classically trained pianist and love playing Frederic Chopin’s music (he’s Polish, of course).  
 
Methodologies Used: Qualitative methods, such as in-depth interviews, focus group discussion and 
overview surveys that give a sense of trends and directions.  I am also a big proponent of theory of 
change and logical frameworks to strategize and put in practice monitoring systems.   
 
How did the evaluator come to be interested in environmental evaluation?  I have worked in 
“sustainable development” over the past 10 years. When I focused on monitoring and evaluation, I 
naturally oscillated to evaluation projects related to sustainability. 
 
Description of Current Work:  I work with World Bank programs undergoing external evaluations. I 
provide technical direction and expertise—drafting terms of reference, choosing the right firm and 
guiding and managing their work.  I currently work with two programs in the area of carbon         
finance, Partnership for Market Readiness and Pilot Auction Facility (for methane and climate change 
mitigation). In addition, I regularly lecture at local colleges. 

Advice for other evaluators: Listen to your clients but remain a critical and independent voice.        
Upholding high ethical evaluation standards is key to maintaining professional integrity.  

Meet Our Members 

This feature in each edition of the newsletter helps us get to know each other.  Please consider being featured in an upcoming 

edition.  To participate, contact Allie Van at allisvan@gmail.com.   

Ewa Sobczynska 

https://www.thepmr.org/
https://www.pilotauctionfacility.org/


 Earth Week Blog Posts 

Every year, the EPE TIG celebrates Earth Week by curating six days of AEA 365 blog posts featuring 

insights from evaluations of environmental programs. In the process, we also highlight the multiple 

sectors and disciplines that encompass environmental programs. Similar to previous years, our posts 

this year exemplify the diverse foci in our TIG. We learned about certifying energy efficiency pro-

grams, evaluation culture in a national nonprofit serving lands and people, the influence of emotions 

on energy conservation, conceptual tools to help conservation efforts, studying group processes in 

community resilience programs, and AEA’s internal sustainability prerogatives. If you haven’t already 

read them, you can always check them out here! 

Consider contributing to Earth Week in 2019!  

It’s a great opportunity to share your environmental program evaluation work with your colleagues 

and professional networks. if you’d like to learn more or if you would like to write a future post, con-

tact Rupu Gupta at rgupta@newknowledge.org  

 

Coming to the Conference?  Protect People and the Planet by Offsetting Your Air Travel 

Are you planning to come to the 2018 AEA Conference? If so, consider offsetting the carbon emis-

sions associated with your conference travel. In case you didn’t know, close to 95% of AEA’s carbon 

footprint is due to air travel according to the 2015 AEA’s Green Audit.  

So why participate in voluntary carbon offsetting it? It offers an opportunity for direct citizen consum-

er action on the carbon emissions you simply cannot delete from your daily life. In addition, investing 

in carbon offset projects creates alternative source for carbon finance and other greenhouse gas 

(GHG) emissions mitigation project and is an incubator for future carbon market innovation. Of 

course, please consider this within other actions you might be taking to fight climate change and en-

courage long-term environmental sustainability by creating more sustainable lifestyle habits, or more 

efficient ways to live (such as increased recycling, eating less meat or choosing more of sustainably 

produced food, etc.).  

 Continuing the effort started last year by the AEA Environmental Sustainability Working Group, we 

encourage you to make a voluntary contribution through Native Energy, or a similar organization, to 

a project that will reduce or capture carbon, thus offsetting the carbon resulting from your travel.  

Click here to calculate the emissions associated with your trip and make a contribution.  Important! If 

you choose Native Energy, please enter “AEA” as your “Company” so we can track our impact. 

 

https://aea365.org/blog/category/environmental-program-evaluation/
mailto:rgupta@newknowledge.org
http://www.eval.org/blog/aea-newsletter-october-2015
https://nativeenergy.com/for-individuals/calculators/
https://nativeenergy.com/for-individuals/calculators/


 Environmental Program Evaluation in Practice:   

 

Teaching Empathy at Zoos and Aquariums 

By Kathayoon Khalil 

 

In 2015, three zoos and aquariums in the 

Pacific Northwest came together to improve 

our understanding of empathy towards   

animals and build our capacity to foster that 

empathy in our visitors.  As part of this pro-

ject, the Seattle Aquarium, Point Defiance 

Zoo and Aquarium, and Woodland Park 

Zoo collaborated to create evaluation tools 

that would be able to measure empathy in 

visitors and program participants. Although 

evaluation tools for measuring empathy  

already exist, we needed to develop         

instruments that would seamlessly and    

organically integrate into the informal education programs at our facilities. To address this need, the 

project team worked closely on the Measuring Empathy: Collaborative Assessment Project (MECAP), 

designing tools that can be used by program staff to gain insight into the effectiveness of their       

offered experiences. This joint endeavor between our three organizations was also aided by the    

external consultancy, Kathryn Owen Consulting. 
 

Before we could evaluate empathy, however, we needed a deeper understanding of this complex 

construct. To achieve this understanding, we worked to compile and synthesize the existing           

literature around empathy development. This phase led us to create a suite of best practices for     

empathy education and a briefing document linking the practices to the literature. Along the way, 

we communicated with an advisory council of empathy experts who were able to guide us and    

provide feedback on our work. This phase also gave us our working definition of empathy: A        

stimulated emotional state that relies on the ability to perceive, understand, and care about the      

experiences or perspectives of another person or animal. 

 

 



 Heavily informed by our learning from this initial research phase, we developed a framework         

outlining indicators that demonstrate the expressions of empathy. These indicators include cognitive, 

affective, and behavioral displays of empathy and apply to people of all ages (although the bulk of 

our work was focused on empathy in children). Additionally, we included related affects that may be 

important building blocks to empathy skill development such as curiosity or appreciation. 

Guided by these indicators, we developed 

eight evaluation tools and activities that 

can be used in a variety of informal          

education contexts, including embedded 

formative activities designed to be used as 

part of a curriculum. These tools include a 

short survey that can be used with middle 

to high schoolers, and an observation tool 

that we have found useful in a variety of 

settings, including watching people 

interact informally around an exhibit. The 

tools also include several games that are 

more organic to the informal education  

experience; over time, these games have 

found homes in many of our camps and 

classes. 

 

Following initial tool development, we pilot tested these instruments both at our own institutions 

and in a few other AZA facilities. We have also made copies of the evaluation tools available via a 

Google Group, asking users to provide feedback on the instruments in the spirit of continual  

refinement. By making these tools available to others, we have been able to see how they fare in a 

variety of circumstances, giving us ideas about how we can improve them to be more useful over 

time. 

 

 

If you have a story about a successful Environmental Program Evaluation (feel free to share the failures too) 

that you would like to share with the TIG membership, please email Allie Van at allisvan@gmail.com 

 

 



 

DAY TIME SESSION TITLE 

 THUR 11:30 -12:15 PM 2209:  Emerging issues and approaches in environmental program             
evaluation 

 12:00 -2:00 PM EPE Field Trip: 1034: Sustainability Efforts at Huntington Convention Center 
(see page 1 for details) 

 12:30 - 1:30 PM 2520: Birds of a Feather:  Balancing “Do No Harm” With Evaluating Those 
Who Speak Climate Change Truth to Power 

  1:45 – 2:30 PM 1262:Assessing the Impact of Livelihoods on the Surrounding Landscape: 
Exploring how Biophysical Data can be Combined with Household Data to 

  2:45 — 3:30 PM 1356: Evaluation, truth and accountability—the case of climate change      
mitigation 

  6:00 — 6:45 PM EPE TIG Business Meeting: TIGBM19:Environmental Program Evaluation TIG 
Business Meeting.  TIG Dinner to follow 

FRI 11:30–12:15 PM 1690:Bringing it down to earth: How can AEA’s Guiding Principles apply to 
evaluation in environmental health?  

  4:30 – 5:30 PM EPE1:Bridging divides: New technologies and approaches for evaluation of 
conservation and learning  

  5:45 – 6:45 PM EPE2:Exploring resilience, justice, power, and trade-offs in environmental 
programs  

SAT 10:15-11:00 AM 2811:Evaluation of Hurricane Sandy Coastal Resilience Program   

All Environmental Program Evaluation Conference Sessions 

https://www.evaluationconference.org/e/in/eid=33&s=7037&req=info
https://www.evaluationconference.org/e/in/eid=33&s=7037&req=info
http://www.evaluationconference.org/e/in/eid=19&s=4330&req=info
http://www.evaluationconference.org/e/in/eid=19&s=4330&req=info
https://www.evaluationconference.org/e/in/eid=33&s=7025&req=info
https://www.evaluationconference.org/e/in/eid=33&s=7025&req=info
https://www.evaluationconference.org/e/in/eid=33&s=7116&req=info
https://www.evaluationconference.org/e/in/eid=33&s=7116&req=info
https://www.evaluationconference.org/e/in/eid=33&s=7117&req=info
https://www.evaluationconference.org/e/in/eid=33&s=7117&req=info
https://www.evaluationconference.org/e/in/eid=33&s=7120&req=info

