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ARTICLE I 1 

ORGANIZATION 2 

  3 
The name of this organization shall be the Louisiana Council of the Emergency Nurses 4 
Association (LENA), hereinafter known as the State Council, a not-for-profit corporation 5 
incorporated in the State of Louisiana. 6 
  7 

ARTICLE II 8 
Section 1: Purpose 9 
The purposes for which the corporation is organized are educational, within the 10 
meaning of Section 501(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, 11 
including but not limited to the advancement of emergency nursing through education 12 

and public awareness. 13 

Section 2: Rules 14 

The following rules shall conclusively bind Louisiana ENA and all persons acting for or 15 
on behalf of it: 16 

A. No part of the net earnings of Louisiana ENA shall inure to the benefit of, or be 17 
distributed to its directors, officers, committee members or other private persons, 18 

except that LENA shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable 19 
compensation for services rendered and to make payments and distributions in 20 
furtherance of the purposes set forth above. 21 

B. No substantial part of the activities of LENA shall be the carrying on of 22 
propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, and LENA shall not 23 

participate in or intervene in (including the publishing or distribution of 24 
statements) any political campaign on behalf of or in opposition to any candidate 25 
for public office.  Notwithstanding any provision of these Bylaws, LENA shall 26 

carry on any activity not permitted to be carried on by: 27 

i. a corporation exempt from federal income tax under Section 501(c)(3) 28 
of the IRC (or the corresponding provision of any future United States 29 
Internal Revenue Law); or 30 

ii. a corporation, contributions to which are deductible under Section 31 
170(c)(2) of the IRC (or corresponding provision of any future United 32 

States Internal Revenue Law). 33 
Section 3: Official Publication 34 
The official publication which shall reflect the purpose, mission objectives and positions 35 
of State Council and ENA shall be the Louisiana Lifesavers.     36 

  37 
ARTICLE III 38 

MEMBERSHIP  39 

Section 1: Responsibilities of Membership  40 

Each member has the responsibility to support the purpose, mission objectives, and 41 
positions of the State Council and ENA 42 
Section 2: Classifications and Privileges 43 

Active Member: 44 
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Professional Registered Nurses, whose membership association is listed as 45 

Louisiana and whose dues are current. State Council Members: When a 46 

Professional Registered Nurse joins the State Council, he/she shall have the right to 47 
vote, hold elected office and serve on committees 48 
 49 
Affiliate Member: 50 
An individual who is not a Registered Nurse and supports the missions and 51 

objectives of the State Council and ENA whose dues are current. Affiliate Members 52 
shall have the rights and privileges of State Council and ENA membership, except 53 
the right to vote and to hold elected office. 54 

 55 
Honorary Member: 56 

Awarded to an individual as determined by the State Council President and the State 57 

Council Board of Directors. Honorary Members shall have the rights and privileges 58 

of State Council and ENA membership, except the right to vote and to hold elected 59 
office.  60 

 61 
Student Member: 62 

An individual enrolled in a nursing education program leading to eligibility for 63 
Registered Nurse licensure whose dues are current.  Student Members shall have 64 
the rights and privileges of State Council and ENA membership, except the right to 65 

vote and hold elected office. 66 
   67 

Section 3: Dues and Finance 68 
A. The LA State Council shall receive an annual allocation for each due paying 69 

member within the State. 70 
B. A surcharge may be added to the ENA dues at the request of the State Council 71 

Board of Directors. 72 
C. Members’ dues must be currently maintained, or termination of membership will 73 

result. 74 

D. There shall be no dues for Honorary Membership. 75 

 76 
Section 4: Disciplinary Action 77 

A. Grounds for Discipline- LENA may discipline a member for any of the following 78 

reasons: 79 

i. Failure to comply with these Bylaws, the ENA Code of Ethics, or any of 80 
ENA’s rules or regulations; 81 

ii. Conviction of a felony or a crime related to, or arising out of the 82 
practice of nursing or involving moral turpitude; 83 

iii. Suspension, revocation, or forfeiture by any state, province, or country 84 
of the member’s right to practice as a nurse; or 85 

iv. Immoral, dishonorable, or unprofessional conduct considered 86 
prejudicial to the best interests of, or inconsistent with the purpose of 87 
ENA. 88 
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B. Procedures- Discipline may include, but not be limited to, censure, suspension, 89 

probation, and expulsion.  Disciplinary action may be taken provided that a 90 

statement of the charges shall have been sent by certified mail to the last 91 
recorded address of the member at least fifteen (15) days before final action is to 92 
be taken.  This statement shall be accompanied by a notice of the time and place 93 
of the meeting at which the charges shall be considered, and the member shall 94 
have the opportunity to appear in person and/or to be represented by counsel 95 

and to present any defense to such charges before action is taken by LENA.  96 
Such disciplinary actions shall be conducted in accordance with such additional 97 
procedures as may be established by the Board of Directors. 98 

  99 
ARTICLE IV 100 

OFFICERS 101 

Section 1: Officers  102 

A. There shall be four (4) voting Officers: President, President-Elect, Secretary and 103 
Treasurer. Officers shall serve for a two (2) year. The term of office shall 104 

commence on January 1each year following the election and terminate on 105 
December 31. 106 

1. State Council President: Shall serve as President of the State Council; 107 
preside at all meetings of the Board and General Assembly.  The 108 
President shall oversee the orders and resolutions of the Board being 109 

implemented. The President shall sign all mortgages, deeds, leases and 110 
other written documents as approved by the Board and submit the annual 111 

State Council Report to National ENA as indicated.  112 
2. State Council President-Elect: Acts as Parliamentarian and Chair of 113 

Bylaws Committee and succeeds to the office of President at the end of 114 

the term. 115 

3. State Council Secretary: Performs general secretarial duties and produces 116 
State Council business meeting minutes, including the General Assembly 117 
and the Executive Board meetings.  118 

4. State Council Treasurer: Presents the State Council annual budget at the 119 
first meeting of the year.  Submits a State Council Annual Financial Report 120 

as well as Financial Report updates at each meeting.   Maintains State 121 
Council Financial records in accord with generally accepted accounting 122 
procedures.  Maintains the State Council banking accounts and 123 
disbursement thereof.  Maintains an Employer Identification Number for 124 

tax purposes and to complete and file Form 990 or 990T or other 125 
applicable income tax form as indicated with the Internal Revenue 126 

Service.  Submits all financial reports to the National ENA as indicated. 127 
The Treasurer shall provide for a means of transferring of State Council 128 
records at the end of the Term of Office. 129 

Section 2: Officer Qualifications 130 

A. Each Officer must be a current Active Member of State Council and must have 131 
been an Active Member for two (2) consecutive years prior to election. 132 
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B. Each candidate for President-Elect and Secretary/Treasurer must currently serve 133 

as a voting member of the Board of Directors. 134 

Section 3: Elections 135 

A. In the event of a tie vote for the positions of President-Elect, Secretary, or 136 
Treasurer, there shall be a second balloting of the LENA membership. 137 

B. All directors who are elected as officers, shall have their unexpired terms of office 138 
as a director filled by the candidates who receive the next highest number of 139 
votes: the candidate receiving the highest number of votes shall receive the 140 

position with the longest term. 141 
C. A candidate for an officer position who is not elected shall continue to serve the 142 

remaining unexpired years of the original term as a director. 143 
Section 4: Vacancies 144 

A. If the office of President becomes vacant, the President-Elect shall succeed to 145 

the office of President for the unexpired term and shall subsequently serve the 146 
two-year term of office of President to which elected.  In such case, the 147 

immediate past president may remain as immediate past president for a second 148 
year of the office may remain vacant for that year. 149 

B. A vacancy in the office of President-Elect may be filled by a current member of 150 
the Board of Directors or remain vacant as approved by a majority vote of the 151 
Board of Directors.  If the vacancy is filled, the President-Elect shall not 152 

automatically assume the office of President for the subsequent term. 153 
C. In the event the office of President and President-Elect are vacated during the 154 

same year, the Board of Directors shall appoint an acting President to serve until 155 
the next scheduled election, at which time an election will be held for both 156 
President and President-Elect. 157 

D. A vacancy in the office of Secretary or Treasurer may be filled by a current 158 

member of the Board of Directors or remains vacant as approved by a majority 159 
vote by the entire Board of Directors. 160 

 161 

ARTICLE V 162 
MEETINGS 163 

 164 

Section 1: General Assembly 165 

A. The LENA General Assembly provides direction and stewardship for the State 166 

Council.  167 

B. The General Assembly shall be composed of all members of the State Council. 168 

Section 2: Authority 169 

The General Assembly is responsible for communicating member needs, providing 170 
feedback, and input on issues relating to the practice of emergency nursing to the Board 171 
of Directors.  The General Assembly shall also approve, revise, or amend these bylaws, 172 

and receive reports of the Board of Directors, committees and other volunteer groups, 173 
and transact such other appropriate business as may properly come before the 174 
meeting. 175 
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Section 3: Quorum 176 

A quorum for all meetings is a majority of the Board of Directors, and any number of 177 
State Council members.  178 

Section 4: Annual Meeting and Special Meetings of the Voting Members 179 

A. Annual Meeting:  180 
i. The regular business meeting of the State Council General Assembly shall 181 

be held annually.  182 

ii. Notice of any annual or special meeting of the voting members shall state 183 
the time, date, place, and purpose of the meeting and shall be delivered 184 
not more than sixty (60) and not less than thirty (30) days prior to the date 185 

of such meeting, unless otherwise required by law. 186 
iii. In the event of a General Assembly being cancelled due to lack of 187 

quorum, the Secretary of the Board of Directors will notify the membership 188 

of a new meeting date not more than 60 days from the original date of the 189 
cancelled meeting.   190 

B. Special Meetings:  191 

i. Special meetings of LENA’s voting members may be called (a) at the 192 
request of the President or any five (5) members of the Board of Directors; 193 

(b) at the written request of two-thirds (2/3) of LENA’s voting members; or 194 
(c) by resolution of the LENA Board of Directors. 195 

ii. State Council members shall be given at least thirty (30) days advance 196 

notice of any Special Meeting of the General Assembly.  197 
iii. Notice for special meetings shall state the general nature of the subject or 198 

subjects to be considered.  199 

ARTICLE VI 200 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 201 

Section 1: Composition 202 

a. The Board of Directors shall be composed of the following: four officers, nine 203 
directors and the immediate past president. Directors must be current Active 204 
State Council Members and must have been Active Members for one (1) year 205 
prior to election.  206 

Section 2: Authority 207 

The Board of Directors is LENA’s official governing body and is responsible for the 208 
management of LENA’s affairs and shall have supervision, control and direction of 209 
LENA. To that end, it shall: 210 

i. Perform all duties entrusted to officers and directors of a corporation; 211 
ii. Debate and determine LENA policy; 212 
iii. Oversee LENA’s business and financial affairs; 213 
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iv. Determine LENA’s policies in accordance with these bylaws; 214 

v. Have discretion in the disbursement of LENA’s funds; 215 

vi. Adopt such rules and regulations for the conduct of its business as it shall deem 216 
advisable; 217 

vii. Appoint such agents as it may consider necessary 218 
viii. Provide direction to and control over all LENA’s committees, unless specifically 219 

provided otherwise in these bylaws; 220 

ix. Provide strategic direction for LENA; and 221 
x. Provide leadership for all the component divisions of LENA 222 

Section 3: Term of Office 223 

a. Directors shall serve for a two (2) year term of office on a rotating 224 

basis. The term of office shall commence on January 1each year 225 
following the election and terminate on December 31.  226 

b. Directors elected to serve the remaining portion of unexpired terms of 227 
office shall serve for a time equal to the remaining years from the 228 

original unexpired term of the predecessor.  229 
c. The Immediate Past President shall serve as a voting member for one 230 

(1) year.  231 
Section 4: Elections 232 
Elections shall be held annually.  All voting members shall have the opportunity to elect 233 

officers and directors by ballot.  Balloting may be by electronic means.  Candidates 234 
receiving the highest number of votes for each position shall be declared elected.  In the 235 

event of a tie for the director positions, lots shall be drawn. 236 
Section 5: Meetings of the Board of Directors 237 

A. Regular meetings of the board shall be held at least quarterly as determined by 238 
the board.  At least ten days’ notice shall be given to all members of the board. 239 

B. Special meetings shall be held as called by the President or any five members of 240 

the board.  At least three days’ notice shall be given to all members of the board. 241 
C. Meetings may be held in person or by electronic means, provided that all 242 

participants can hear and speak to one another at the same time. 243 
D. A majority of the voting members of the Board of Directors shall constitute a 244 

quorum for all meetings.  All decisions of the Board of Directors require an 245 

affirmative vote of a majority of the Board of Directors present and voting at a 246 
meeting at which a quorum is present. 247 

E. Voting members of the Board of Directors (including the President) have the right 248 
and responsibility to actively participate in board meetings by making motions, 249 

speaking in debate and voting (unless precluded by a conflict of interest, as 250 
determined in accordance with LENA’s conflict of interest policy). 251 

F. Any action requiring a vote of the Board of Directors may be taken without a 252 
meeting if a written consent, setting forth the action taken, is approved by all the 253 
members of the Board of Directors entitled to vote with respect to the subject 254 

matter thereof. 255 

Section 6: Vacancy 256 
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A vacancy that occurs in the position of director shall be filled in the following manner: 257 

A. If the vacancy occurs between January 1 and before the completion of the 258 
current year’s election, the vacancy shall be filled by the person receiving the 259 
next highest number of votes in the previous year’s election with the term ending 260 
December 31. 261 

B. If the vacancy occurs after the current year’s election and there is more than six 262 
months left in the unexpired term, the vacancy shall be filled by the person 263 
receiving the next highest number of votes in the current year’s election with the 264 
term ending December 31 of the following year. 265 

C. If all such persons decline to serve, if there were no additional candidates for that 266 

office during the most recently concluded election, or if the vacancy occurs with 267 
fewer than six months left in the unexpired term, the vacancy shall not be filled. 268 

Section 7: Resignation and Removal 269 

Any director may resign at any time by giving written notice to the President.  An elected 270 
member of the Board of Directors shall be removed in accordance with this paragraph if 271 
the Board Member fails to meet the eligibility requirements for election.  An elected 272 

member of the Board of Directors may be removed for cause in accordance with this 273 
paragraph. Removal of any Director shall be by an affirmative two thirds (2/3) vote of 274 

the Board of Directors, either in person or by electronic or printed means. The results 275 
will be announced to State Council Members by one of the official means of 276 
communication. The Director, upon request, will be offered an opportunity to have an 277 

unprejudiced hearing at which the Director will be permitted to defend against the 278 
termination. Cause shall be defined as any action that is determined by the Board of 279 

Directors to be detrimental to the best interests of the State Council and ENA.  A Board 280 
Member will be considered to have resigned, if such member shall have unexcused 281 

absences, or be absent without prior notification, from two (2) consecutive Board 282 
meetings. 283 

 284 
Section 8: Indemnification  285 

The State Council shall indemnify, as set forth below, and to the fullest extent to which it 286 

is empowered to do so by applicable laws as may from time to time be in effect, any 287 
person who, by reason of being or having been a director, officer, employee, or agent of 288 
the State Council, or who is or was serving at the request of the State Council as a 289 
director, officer, employee, or agent of another corporation, partnership, joint venture, 290 

trust, or other enterprise, and who was or is a party or is threatened to be made a party 291 
to any threatened, pending, or completed action, suit, or proceeding. The 292 
indemnification is as arranged by the National ENA.  293 

ARTICLE VII 294 

CONSTITUENT DIVISIONS 295 
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Section 1: Levels of Organization 296 

  297 

A. The State Council is an integral component of the National ENA.  The State 298 
Council is separately incorporated in Louisiana in accord with the Bylaws and 299 
Procedures of the National ENA.  300 
 301 

B. The State Council serves at the State Level for ENA and as such, is considered a 302 

2-tiered State. 303 
 304 

a. The state Council shall have two (2) levels of organization: 305 
i. State Council. 306 
ii. Special Interest Groups (SIG). 307 

 308 

ARTICLE VIII 309 

COMMITTEES 310 

Section 1: Committees 311 

LENA shall have committees appointed by the Board of Directors in sufficient numbers 312 
necessary to address mission objectives, and positions of LENA.  The President or an 313 
appointed board liaison shall serve as non-voting members of all committees, except 314 

the Nominations committee or as otherwise set forth below. 315 

Section 2: Standing Committees 316 

A. Executive Committee 317 

 318 
1. The Executive Committee shall be composed of the President, the 319 

President-Elect, Secretary and Treasurer as voting members. The 320 
President shall serve as chair of the Executive Committee 321 

2. The Executive Committee shall assist the Board in managing the State 322 
Council on issues that are time sensitive between official Board meetings 323 
and, in those urgent instances, will have and may exercise all the powers 324 
of the Board in the oversight of the management of the business and 325 
affairs of the State Council. 326 

3. The Executive Committee assists the President in setting priorities for the 327 

Board.  Actions of the Executive Committee will be communicated to the 328 

Board of Directors.  329 
4. The Executive Committee shall lead the Board of Directors in Strategic 330 

initiatives. 331 
5. The Executive Committee oversees the financial planning and 332 

management of LENA by ensuring that all fiscal aspects are in order.  333 

6. The Executive Committee oversees the independence of State Council ‘s 334 
audit functions and its compliance with legal and ethical standards.  335 
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7. The Executive Committee oversees investment of funds.  336 

8. The Executive Committee makes fiscal recommendations to the Board. 337 

 338 
B. Other Standing Committees 339 
The Board of Directors may establish other standing committees to support ENA’s 340 
purpose.  Such committees shall include, at a minimum,  Nominations and Bylaws 341 
committees.   342 

i. the Board of Directors, or its designee(s), shall determine the composition of 343 
LENA’s standing committees; 344 

ii. at all meetings of any standing committee, a majority of the members thereof 345 
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business; 346 

iii. a majority vote by committee members present and voting at a meeting at 347 

which a quorum is present shall be required for any action; 348 

iv. vacancies in the membership of a standing committee shall be filled by 349 

appointments made in the same manner as the original appointments to that 350 
committee; 351 

v. the Board of Directors or its designee(s) shall develop and approve policies 352 
and procedures for the operation of all standing committees.  All such policies 353 

shall be subject to the approval of the Board of Directors; and 354 
vi. all standing committees shall report to the Board of Directors. 355 

Nominations Committee  356 

A. The Nominations Committee shall solicit, review, and present a qualified slate of 357 

candidates for each position in the election of Officers and Directors. The slate 358 
will be presented in the official State Council electronic and/or printed publication.  359 

The Nominations Committee shall solicit, review, and present a qualified slate of 360 
Delegates to represent Louisiana at the National General Assembly. 361 
 362 

B. Composition: There shall be at least five (5) voting members on the Nominations 363 
Committee:  364 

a. The members will provide representation from across the state. 365 
b. The Board of Directors, from the slate self-presenting, will appoint the 366 

Committee.   367 

c. The Chair position will be appointed by the Board of Directors. 368 
  369 

Bylaws Committee 370 
 371 

A. The Bylaws Committee shall solicit, review, and present resolutions and 372 
proposed bylaws amendments to the General Assembly. 373 

B. The Committee will be appointed by the Board of Directors. The President Elect 374 
shall serve as the committee chairperson. 375 

C. The Board of Directors reviews proposed bylaws amendments and resolutions 376 

for compatibility with State Council and ENA’s purpose, mission, values, 377 
objectives, federal and state laws and fiscal viability. 378 

 379 
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ARTICLE IX 380 

DISSOLUTION 381 

In the event of dissolution of State Council, the net assets of the corporation shall be 382 
applied and distributed as follows: All liabilities and obligations shall be paid, satisfied, 383 

and discharged, or adequate provision shall be made thereof. After payment of all 384 
liabilities and obligations, all remaining assets shall be distributed to ENA, or an 385 
organization or organizations organized and operated exclusively for charitable, 386 
educational, scholastic or scientific purposes as shall at the time qualify as tax exempt 387 
under Sections 501(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, or any 388 

subsequent law Of the United States of America 389 

ARTICLE X 390 

FINANCE 391 

Section1: Contracts 392 

The Board of Directors may authorize any officer or officers, agent or agents of LENA, 393 
in addition to the officers so authorized by these bylaws, to enter into any contract or 394 
execute and deliver any instrument in the name of and on behalf of LENA, and such 395 

authority may be general or confined to specific instances. 396 

Section 2: Payment of Indebtedness 397 

All checks, drafts or other orders for the payment of money, notes or other evidences of 398 

indebtedness issued in the name of LENA shall be signed by such officer or officers, 399 
agent or agents of LENA and in such manner as shall from time to time be determined 400 
by resolution of the Board of Directors.  In the absence of such determination by the 401 

Board of Directors, such instruments shall be signed by the Secretary or Treasurer and 402 
countersigned by the President. 403 

Section 3: Deposits 404 

All of LENA’s funds shall be deposited to the credit of LENA in such banks, trust 405 
companies, or other depositaries as the Board of Directors may select. 406 

Section 4: Bonding 407 

The Board of Directors shall provide for the bonding of such officers and employees of 408 
LENA as it may from time to time determine. 409 

Section 5: Gifts 410 
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The Board of Directors may accept on behalf of LENA any contribution, gift, bequest or 411 

devise for LENA’s general purposes or special purpose. 412 

Section 6: Books and Records 413 

LENA shall keep correct and complete books and records of account and shall also 414 

keep minutes of the proceedings of the Board of Directors. 415 

Section 7: Fiscal Year 416 

LENA’s fiscal year shall be determined by the Board of Directors 417 

ARTICLE XI 418 

WAIVER OF NOTICE AND ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION 419 

Section1: Waiver of Notice 420 

Whenever any notice is required to be given under applicable law, the Articles of 421 
Incorporation or these bylaws, waiver thereof in writing signed by the person or persons 422 

entitled to such notice, whether before or after the time stated therein, shall be deemed 423 
equivalent to the giving of such notice. 424 

Section 2: Electronic Communication 425 

Unless otherwise prohibited by law, (i) any action to be taken or notice delivered under 426 

these bylaws may be taken or transmitted by e-mail or other electronic means; and (ii) 427 
any action or approval required to be written or in writing may be transmitted or received 428 

by e-mal or other electronic means. 429 

ARTICLE XII 430 

PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY 431 

The rules contained in the most recent edition of Robert’s Rules of Order, shall govern 432 
State Council in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not 433 
inconsistent with the Bylaws.  The President-elect shall serve as parliamentarian. 434 
 435 

ARTICLE XIII 436 
CHARTER 437 

The State Council shall encompass all activities of the members, committees, optional 438 
SIGs, and the Board of Directors in the State of LA. 439 

 440 
a. Charter: The State Council shall be chartered by ENA in accord with 441 

procedures and shall actively support the Mission and Mission Objectives of 442 
the ENA.  443 
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b. Objectives: The State Council shall function within the framework of ENA to 444 

coordinate and to implement ENA activities within the State of LA.  445 

c. Composition: The State Council is composed of all Emergency Nurses 446 
Association members whose membership is listed as Louisiana. 447 

d. Responsibility: 448 
i. The State Council has the responsibility to monitor and to address 449 

professional issues related to emergency care. 450 

ii. The State Council is an integral component of ENA and shall act in 451 
accord with Bylaws and Procedures. 452 

iii. The State Council shall serve as a resource for emergency nursing 453 
within the State of LA. 454 

e. (6) Suspension or Revocation of Charter:   The State Council charter may be 455 

suspended or revoked by the National ENA Board of Directors. 456 

 457 

ARTICLE XIV 458 
AMENDMENT 459 

 460 
Section 1: 461 

Amendments to the Bylaws may be proposed by the Board Members of the State 462 
Council, the Bylaws and Resolution Committee, or under the signature of five (5) State 463 
Council Active Members.  464 

Section 2: 465 
Amendments must be submitted to the Board of Directors at least ninety (90) days prior 466 

to the General Assembly.  467 
Section 3: 468 
Amendments which support the purpose, mission objectives and positions of State 469 

Council and ENA, as well as Federal and State Laws will be submitted to the 470 

membership at least forty-five (45) days prior to the General Assembly. Publication of 471 
the amendments in one of the State Council electronic or printed publications, or the 472 
State Council website, shall constitute notice of any amendments of these Bylaws to be 473 

considered for approval.  474 
Section 4: 475 

In order to be approved, any amendment must be approved by a vote of the State 476 
Council.  477 
Section 5: 478 
Any amendment to the National ENA Bylaws and Procedures having application to 479 

State Council Bylaws and Procedures shall automatically take effect. 480 
 481 
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