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DISTRICT HOSPITALS LAUNCH MEDICATION ASSISTED TREATMENT PILOT 

FOR OPIOID USE DISORDER IN EMERGENCY DEPARTMENTS 
 

(WASHINGTON, D.C.) – April 30, 2019 
 
The District of Columbia Hospital Association, in partnership with the Mosaic Group and the McClendon 
Center, is pleased to announce that Howard University Hospital, MedStar Washington Hospital Center, 
and United Medical Center launched their Medication Assisted Treatment (MAT) pilot programs within 
their respective Emergency Departments.  
 
“DCHA and the three pilot hospitals have worked with a great sense of care and urgency to launch this 
most important program as a critical step in battling this terrible opioid epidemic,” said Jacqueline D. 
Bowens, President and CEO of DCHA. “Our members have worked diligently to ensure the timely 
implementation of the MAT pilot and we look forward to the launch and the opportunity to  learn and 
build upon its success.” 
 
This program will ensure that persons with Opioid Use Disorder (OUD) have the opportunity to make the 
decision to accept treatment during their visit to the emergency room. Following the initial treatment 
received at the hospital, patients will be rapidly connected through a warm hand-off to community-based 
provider(s) for sustained treatment. The program involves training all hospital ED staff in the screening, 
brief intervention, referral to treatment (SBIRT) approach and connecting patients to peer recovery 
coaches while still at the hospital to provide support as they begin their treatment and recovery journey. 
The peer recovery coaches follow-up with patients after they leave the ED to verify they were successfully 
connected to community-based MAT providers and other support services.  
 
“Mosaic Group is thrilled to bring our successful model of opioid response to a new set of District of 
Columbia hospitals and looks forward to our continued work to see impactful results,” said Mosaic Group 
President Marla Oros. 

 
Complete details can be found at dcha.org/opioidresponse. 

 
### 


