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DCHA Program Services Company, Inc. 
 Opioid Response Symposium  |  April 27-29, 2021 
11 am – 1 pm ET each day  |  Free Zoom Webinar 

This educational activity is jointly provided by AXIS Medical Education and DC Hospital Association 

Target Audience: Physicians, Nurses, Addiction Medicine specialists, Social Workers, Behavioral Health 
specialists, Psychiatrists, Psychologists, Pharmacists, Counselors, Peer Specialists and all other 
professionals involved in treating opioid use disorders (OUD).   

Description: The Opioid Response Symposium will feature local and national subject matter experts who 
will discuss current barriers and creative solutions on topics including the influx of new drugs being 
introduced on the street, how stigma prevents adequate patient care, the intersection of behavioral 
health and addiction medicine, alternatives to opioids for pain management, and the critical role of 
clinical leadership in managing the opioid epidemic.is an annual targeted event designed for community- 
and hospital-based providers in the District who assist or are involved in treating opioid use disorders 
(OUD).  

Learning objectives: 
At the conclusion of this activity, participants should be better able to: 
 Discuss data trends for OUD overdoses, including age, race, and ward.
 Review the details of opioid composition in the District, including fentanyl levels.
 Discuss gaps in data collection for new drugs being introduced in DC
 Define stigma and its different forms.
 Describe the impact of stigma on care delivery.
 Identify opportunities to offer hospital-based Opioid Use Disorder (OUD) treatment.
 Identify risk factors and treatment options for patients who suffer from chronic pain, opioid use,

and/or mental health.
 Describe the relationship between cooccurring behavioral health disorders and OUD.
 Discuss behavioral health integration as an approach to addressing and treating opioid use

disorder.



 Explain the use of Multimodal Analgesia in pain management.
 Describe opioid-sparing approaches in pain management.
 Discuss important considerations in pain management for patients with Opioid Use Disorder.
 Explore the role and value of a peer recovery coach and how it differs from other staff roles.
 Discuss the role providers play in supporting peer work within a hospital.
 Discuss WRAP (Wellness Recovery Action Plan) plans as a tool to support peer recovery.
 Explain the current status of America’s opioid and drug overdose epidemic, policy successes to

date, and ongoing policy challenges.
 Assess the impact of trauma, included COVID-19-related trauma, and health disparities on

diagnosis and treatment of substance use disorders.
 Identify specific policies physicians/clinicians, policymakers and other stakeholders can advocate

for to improve access to treatment for persons with substance use disorders and persons in pain.

Agenda: 
Tuesday, April 27 

11 am – Noon Opioids in the District: Trends, Testing, and Composition 
Jenifer Smith, PhD; Dr. Luke Short, PhD; Kenan Zamore, MPH 

Noon – 1 pm Stigma Kills: Addressing Opioid Use Disorder by Changing Culture 
Richard Bottner, DHA, PA-C 

Wednesday, April 28 

11 am – Noon Intersection of Addiction Treatment and Behavioral Health 
Morgan Medlock, MD, MDiv, MPH; Shanique Cartwright, MD; Erica 
Richards, MD, PhD;  James Petit, MD; Partam Manalai, MD 

Noon – 1 pm Clinical Perspectives: Alternatives to Opioids for Pain Management 
Gregory Khan-Arthur, DO;  Dr. Palak Turakhia, MD, MPH 

Thursday, April 29 

11 am – Noon  Peer Perspective: Addressing Common Barriers 
Gail Avent, MBA, JD; Jessie Gambrell, CPRS; Rosalyn Johnson, 
CPRS; Ean Bond, CPRS; Craig Long, CPRS 

Noon – 1 pm Clinical Leadership in the Opioid Epidemic: Strategies for 
Improving Treatment and Reducing Overdoses 
Patrice Harris, MD, MA 

Your Faculty: 
Jenifer Smith, PhD was appointed as the Director of the Department of Forensic Sciences (DFS) in July 
2015. Smith is a retired Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI) Special Agent, having served for 23 years, 
and was formerly a faculty member at Pennsylvania State University from 2010-2015. Smith holds a 



Bachelor of Science in Biochemistry from Pennsylvania State University, a PhD in Physiological Chemistry 
from Ohio State University and Post Doctorate from Harvard University.   

Luke Chandler Short, PhD, is the Chemistry Section Chief at the DC Public Health Laboratory of the 
Department of Forensic Sciences. At this capacity, Dr. Short founded and manages the Forensic 
Chemistry Unit, testing evidence for controlled substances, the Clinical Toxicology Unit, testing for drug 
metabolites and other toxic chemicals, and the Mobile Testing Unit, a deployable, rapid testing facility 
for SARS-CoV-2. Dr. Short is a technical expert for District legislative efforts on controlled substances, 
toxicology, and supports outreach to law enforcement and public health agencies. 

Kenan Zamore, MPH, is a Senior Research Epidemiologist with the District of Columbia Department of 
Health. Working out of the Center for Policy, Planning and Evaluation, he is tasked with applying public 
health surveillance techniques to non-traditional public health problems, most notably violence 
prevention and substance misuse disorders. 

Richard Bottner, DHA, PA-C is an affiliate faculty member in the Department of Internal Medicine at Dell 
Medical School at The University of Texas at Austin. Bottner is also a physician assistant in the Division of 
Hospital medicine at Dell Seton Medical Center. 

Morgan M. Medlock, MD, MDiv, MPH, Director, Comprehensive Psychiatric Emergency Program (CPEP), 
DC Department of Behavioral Health; Adjunct Assistant Professor of Psychiatry, Howard University 
College of Medicine Morgan Medlock received her medical degree from Mayo Clinic School of Medicine. 
She also completed a Master of Divinity degree at Andrews University and a Master of Public Health 
degree from Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health. 

Shanique Cartwright, MD is a board certified adult psychiatrist, licensed in Maryland and DC, and is 
currently Chair and Medical Director for the Department of Psychiatry at United Medical Center. 

Erica Richards, MD, PhD, is a board-certified adult psychiatrist.  She is currently the Chair and Medical 
Director of the Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Health at Sibley Memorial Hospital.  Dr. 
Richards is also an Assistant Professor of Psychiatry at Johns Hopkins University.   

James Petit, MD is board certified in Internal Medicine. He completed his medical degree from Howard 
University College of Medicine. He completed residency training in Internal Medicine at Howard 
University Hospital. Currently, Dr. Petit is a Fellow in Addiction Medicine at Howard University Hospital. 

Partam Manalai, MD, is a board certified psychiatrist and serves as the Associate Medical Director for 
substance disorder units at the Psychiatric Institute of Washington in Washington, DC.  Dr. Manalai 
graduated from the Kabul Medical University Faculty of Curative Medicine, completed his medical 
degree at the University of Maryland School of Medicine in 2001, and completed his residency at St 
Elizabeths Hospital. 

Gregory Khan-Arthur, DO, joined the Mid Atlantic Permanente Medical Group in 2018. He is a Board-
Certified Pain Medicine and Addiction Medicine specialist for Kaiser Permanente’s Comprehensive 
Chronic Pain Management Program. He is also the Regional Physician Lead for Opioid Management and 
Pain Programming, while also serving as the Chief of Pain Management in the Baltimore service area. 



Palak Turakhia, MD MPH is a board-certified specialist in Anesthesiology and Pain Medicine recognized 
by the American Board of Anesthesiology. Currently, at The George Washington University Hospital, she 
is Co-Division Chief in Pain Medicine and is a member of the MFA  

Gail Avent, MBA, JD serves as the Executive Director and founder of Total Family Care Coalition (TFCC), 
a family-run organization located in Washington DC. She serves as committee chair on DBH’s Peer 
Certification Committee.  She holds a Bachelor of Criminal Justice Degree from American University, Juris 
Doctorate Degree from Antioch School of Law and Master’s in Business Administration from Strayer 
University. Gail is also a graduate of Georgetown University Leadership Academy. Ms. Avent is a subject 
matter expert on Peer Support Workforce as recognized by SAMSHA.   

Jessie Gambrell, Certified Peer Recovery Specialist (CPRS), is a peer recovery coach in the Emergency 
Department at Howard University Hospital.  In her role, she assists patients on their recovery journey by 
drawing from her own experience.  Jessie is well-versed in recovery support and leads several support 
groups at Howard. 

Rosalyn Johnson, Certified Peer Recovery Specialist (CPRS), has been a peer recovery coach in the 
Emergency Department at United Medical Center for almost 2 years.  She enjoys using her personal 
experience to positively impact patient’s lives.  She was recognized for her excellent work last year by 
receiving a Patient Safety & Quality Award given to the employee who provides excellent patient care. 

Ean Bond, Certified Peer Recovery Specialist (CPRS), is a peer recovery coach in the Emergency 
Department at MedStar Washington Hospital Center.  Ean joined the team in January but brings a 
wealth of knowledge and personal experience to his work. 

Craig Long, Certified Peer Recovery Specialist (CPRS), is an overdose survivors outreach coach at Sibley 
Memorial Hospital.  Craig is a local Washingtonian and uses his knowledge of the area and personal 
experience to assist his clients. 

Patrice A. Harris, MD, MA, a psychiatrist from Atlanta, was the 174th president of the 
American Medical Association, and the organization’s first African-American woman to 
hold this position. Dr. Harris has diverse experience as a private practicing physician, 
county public health director, patient advocate and medical society lobbyist. 

ACCREDITED CONTINUING EDUCATION 
Accreditation Statement 

 In support of improving patient care, this activity has been planned and 
implemented by AXIS Medical Education and DC Hospital Association.  AXIS Medical Education is jointly 
accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME), the Accreditation 
Council for Pharmacy Education (ACPE), and the American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC), to 
provide continuing education for the healthcare team. 



This activity was planned by and for the healthcare team, and learners will receive 6.0 
Interprofessional Continuing Education (IPCE) credit for learning and change. 

Credit Designation for Physicians 
AXIS Medical Education designates this live activity for a maximum of 6.0 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™. 
Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the 
activity. 

Credit Designation for Pharmacists 
This application-based activity is approved for 6.0 contact hours of continuing pharmacy education 
credit - JA4008106-9999-21-039-L01-P. 

Credit Designation for Nursing 
AXIS Medical Education designates this continuing nursing education activity for 6.0 contact hours. 
Learners are advised that accredited status does not imply endorsement by the provider or ANCC of any 
commercial products displayed in conjunction with an activity. 

Social Workers  
As a Jointly Accredited Organization, AXIS Medical Education is approved to offer social work continuing 
education by the Association of Social Work Boards (ASWB) Approved Continuing Education (ACE) 
program. Organizations, not individual courses, are approved under this program. State and provincial 
regulatory boards have the final authority to determine whether an individual course may be accepted 
for continuing education credit. AXIS Medical Education maintains responsibility for this course. Social 
workers completing this course receive 6.0 continuing education credits. 

AXIS Contact Information  
For information about the accreditation of this program please contact AXIS at info@axismeded.org. 

Disclosure of Conflicts of Interest  
AXIS Medical Education requires faculty, instructors, authors, planners, directors, managers, reviewers 
and other individuals who are in a position to control the content of this activity to disclose all real or 
apparent conflicts of interest they may have with ineligible companies. An ineligible entity is any 
organization whose primary business is t producing, marketing, selling, re-selling, or distributing 
healthcare products used by or on patients. All relevant conflicts of interest are identified and mitigated 
prior to initiation of the planning phase for an activity.   

AXIS has mitigated and disclosed to learners all relevant conflicts of interest disclosed by  staff, planners, 
faculty/authors, peer reviewers, or others in control of content for this activity. Disclosure of a 
relationship is not intended to suggest or condone bias in any presentation but is made to provide 
participants with information that might be of potential importance to their evaluation of a presentation 
or activity. Disclosure information for faculty, authors, course directors, planners, peer reviewers, and/or 



relevant staff is provided with this activity. 

The faculty reported the following relevant financial relationships or relationships they have with 
ineligible companies of any amount during the past 24 months: 

Name of Faculty or Presenter Reported Financial Relationship 
Jenifer Smith, PhD Nothing to disclose 
Luke Chandler Short, PhD Nothing to disclose 
Kenan Zamore, MPH Nothing to disclose 
Richard Bottner, DHA, PA-C Nothing to disclose 
Morgan M. Medlock MD, MDiv, MPH Nothing to disclose 
Shanique Cartwright, MD Nothing to disclose 
Erica Richards, MD, PhD Nothing to disclose 
James Petit, MD Nothing to disclose 
Partam Manalai, MD Nothing to disclose 
Gregory Khan-Arthur, DO Nothing to disclose 
Palak Turakhia, MD MPH Nothing to disclose 
Gail Avent Nothing to disclose 
Jessie Gambrell Nothing to disclose 
Rosalyn Johnson, CPRS Nothing to disclose 
Ean Bond, CPRS Nothing to disclose 
Craig Long, CPRS Nothing to disclose 
Patrice A. Harris, MD, MA Nothing to disclose 

The directors, planners, managers and reviewers reported the following financial relationships they 
have with any ineligible company of any amount during the past 24 months:  

Name of Planner, Manager, Reviewer Reported Financial Relationship 
Elizabeth Abrams, MSPH Nothing to disclose 
Julie Gonzalez Nothing to disclose 
Jennifer Hirt MPA Nothing to disclose 
Gayle Hurt, MPA, CPHQ, PMC Nothing to disclose 
Eden Cunningham, MPH Nothing to disclose 
Ronald Viggiani, MD Nothing to disclose 
Holly M. Hampe, DSc., RN, MHA, MRM, CPHQ Nothing to disclose 
Dee Morgillo, MEd., MT(ASCP), CHCP Nothing to disclose 

Disclaimer  
Participants have an implied responsibility to use the newly acquired information to enhance patient 
outcomes and their own professional development. The information presented in this activity is not 
meant to serve as a guideline for patient management. Any procedures, medications, or other courses of 
diagnosis or treatment discussed in this activity should not be used by clinicians without evaluation of 
patient conditions and possible contraindications on dangers in use, review of any applicable 
manufacturer’s product information, and comparison with recommendations of other authorities. 



Disclosure of Unlabeled Use  
This educational activity may contain discussion of published and/or investigational uses of agents that 
are not indicated by the FDA. The planners of this activity do not recommend the use of any agent 
outside of the labeled indications.   
The opinions expressed in the educational activity are those of the faculty and do not necessarily 
represent the views of the planners.  Please refer to the official prescribing information for each product 
for discussion of approved indications, contraindications, and warnings. 

Requirements for credit:  
• Attend/participate in the educational activity and review all course materials.
• Complete the CE Attestation/Evaluation form online by 11:59 pm ET on May 31, 2021.  Instructions will

be provided. If you do not complete the online evaluation by this date, you will not be able to get
CME/CE credit for this event.

• Upon successful completion of the online form, your statement of completion will be presented to you
to print. Pharmacists, your record will be automatically uploaded to CPE Monitor.
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