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President's Message

Bill Littler, CSI

This past year | had the pleasure of reading
the book "Unbroken: A World War Il Story of
Survival, Resilience, and Redemption." It is
the life story of Louis Zamparini. This man
was a true American hero. He was the
recipient of numerous awards including

the Distinguished Flying Cross, Purple
Heart, Air Medal, Prisoner of War Medal, and
Presidential Unit Citation.

Thinking of all that Louis Zamperini did in

what was then the United States Army Air

Corps, made me think - who made it possible for all those planes to
take off and land in these remote locations? How is it that at these
primitive sites, large bombers and cargo planes could maneuver?
Who were the unsung heroes who created the infrastructure for the
efforts of the US Military in the Pacific Theater? Well, as | did some
researc‘;'h, it appears we have much thanks to offer to the SeaBees.
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At first | thought it was the United States Army Corps of Engineers
(established in 1802). The CoE (as it is known in governmental
speak) has a long, illustrious history of projects both in the military
and civilian arenas. If you are interested in learning more about the

CoE, read a brief history.
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However, | found that the hands and feet, or in military vernacular,
the "boots on the ground"” that made these outposts functional were
the United States Naval Construction Battalions - better known as
Seabees. These soldiers comprise the U.S. Naval Construction
Forces. Naval Construction Battalions were conceived to replace
civilian construction companies working for the US Navy in the
Pacific circa 1942. With their mottos Construimus, Batuimus ("We
build. We fight") and "We do the difficult immediately, the impossible
takes a little longer") they often did the impossible.

The earliest Seabees were recruited from the civilian construction
trades and were placed under the leadership of the Navy's Civil
Engineer Corps. Because of the emphasis on experience and skill
rather than on physical standards, the average age of Seabees
during the early days of the war was 37.

More than 325,000 men served with the Seabees in World War 1l,
fighting and building on six continents and more than 300 islands. In
the Pacific, where most of the construction work was needed, the
Seabees landed soon after the Marines and built major airstrips,
bridges, roads, warehouses, hospitals, gasoline storage tanks and
housing. In construction and fighting operations, the Pacific Seabees
alone suffered more than 200 combat deaths and earned more than

2,000 Purple Hearts.

Seabees in the Pacific Theater of Operations earned the gratitude of
all Allied fighting men who served with them or followed in their
wake. Their deeds were unparalleled in the history of wartime
construction. With eighty percent of the Naval Construction Force
concentrated on the three Pacific roads, they literally built and fought
their way to victory. In the North, Central, South and Southwest
Pacific areas, the Seabees built 111 major airstrips, 441 piers, 2,558
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ammunition magazines, 700 square blocks of warehouses, hospitals
to serve 70,000 patients, tanks for the storage of 100,000,000
gallons of gasoline, and housing for 1,500,000 men.

There is much more to be said about these brave tradesmen and
their heroic efforts, but | have limited space and time. If you are
interested to learn more about the SeaBees, here are two webpages
that will help fill in the blanks: Wikipedia and Seabees.

| want to conclude on this note - the next time you think of heroes in
the world, think of the unsung heroes. Those who quietly go about
their lives performing extraordinary feats of service to make it
possible for all the rest of us to survive and thrive in our world today.
Yes, thank soldiers for their self-sacrificing service of our country.
Also, thank that tradesman - carpenter, electrician, plumber, mason,
painter, glazier, sheet metal worker, etc. Without all their service, we
wouldn't enjoy the many freedoms and comforts we do today.

Chapter Meeting Quick Pitches

There are presently openings next Fall for 10-minute Quick Pitches
for our chapter meetings. The cost is $150. Any member or non-
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member can present. If interested, contact Dick Owen for questions
or to reserve your date. This is a great opportunity to introduce our
chapter members to you, your products, or services.
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April Chapter Programs

April 13t Dinner Program: Upcoming Improvements to
Seattle-Tacoma International Airport

Location: Mirabella, 116 Fairview Ave N, Seattle, WA 98109

Date + Time: Thursday, April 13, 2017

Social Hour: 5:00-6:00 pm, Dinner: 6:00-6:30 pm, Program: 6:30-
8:00 pm

Cost: $40 members/$45 non-members/$25 students/$0 sponsored
students

Our April meeting is a joint meeting with the American Concrete
Institute. Our speaker is Mr. Wayne Grotheer, Director of the
Aviation Project Management Group, with the Port of Seattle at the
Seattle-Tacoma International Airport. Wayne has been with the Port
for many years, both at the seaport and the airport, and currently
manages a capital building program of nearly $2 billion. He will
review the construction work presently underway and share with us
the work that is in the planning and design stages. We all end up
going to the airport at some time, so this is an opportunity to become
acquainted with the continuing construction at this facility.

We always encourage guests to attend our meetings, so please
bring someone!


http://www.deamor.com/

Register Now!

April 11t Tech Talk: Air Barrier Demonstration
Location: 925 4th Ave, 4th Floor Board Room

Date + Time: Tuesday, April 11th, 2017 from 12:00-1:00pm
Lunch: Bring your own

Credits: 1.0 LU

Cost: Free

Air barriers are essential to understand and to "get right" in Seattle
today. Join Dave Sommer of Interra Building Envelope in a hands-on
demonstration of sheet and coating air barriers, and learn firsthand
the challenges and advantages of each type.

Register Now!

Puget Sound CSI
oundation

The Puget Sound Chapter CSI has a separate organization, the
Puget Sound CSI Memorial Foundation, established in 2007, whose
purpose is to provide scholarships, fellowships, and grants to
promote educational programs serving the interest of the Puget
Sound Chapter of the Construction Specifications Institute, the
construction industry, and related endeavors, which support the
objectives of CSI. The Foundation is administered by a

volunteer board composed of willing past presidents of the Puget
Sound Chapter. Brad Williamson is the current president of the
Foundation Board. Any individual or organization can contribute tax
deductible donations to the Foundation by sending a check made
out to the Puget Sound CSI Memorial Foundation and mailing to the
Puget Sound Chapter office: 2150 N. 107th St., Suite 205, Seattle,
WA 98133-9009, Phone: (206) 382-3393 (The Foundation is a
501(c)(3) organization). Donations in the past have been used for
scholarship awards to candidates selected on the basis of
recommendations by the Foundation Board and by Chapter
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members. The Foundation is always interested in your fund raising
ideas and financial support to promote the Foundations objectives.

Other Upcoming Events

RCI Puget Sound will be presenting a sheet metal roofing class on
May 4 and 5. Learn more. A chapter meeting will also be held on
Thursday evening, with Tom Hutchinson presenting on a technical
roofing related topic.

Green Roofs for Healthy Cities (GRHC) will be presenting their

conference: Cities Alive in Seattle in September. View the flyer.This
may be the closest GRHC comes to us.

Spock as a Specifier
By Sheldon Wolfe, RA, FCSI, CCS, CCCA, CSC

Asymptote

R-value

—

Time
In our never-ending search for truth in specifications, we often lose
sight of reality. We're inundated with advertising, product data, test
reports, and white papers; where once specifiers complained about
a lack of information, we now struggle to keep up with what we
receive. We can't know what we don't know, and we have no time to
evaluate what we have seen. As if that weren't bad enough, we
often find that what we thought we knew isn't true.

As an example, consider building insulation. The way it works and its
value have been understood since antiquity, and until recently we
have felt comfortable with evaluating, specifying, and detailing
various types of insulation. And then, several years ago, everything
began to unravel. Read more.
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About CSI

CSl is a national association of specifiers, architects, engineers, contractors, facility managers,
product representatives, manufacturers, owners and others who are experts in building
construction and the materials used therein. They are dedicated to improving the
communication of construction information through:

o  Adiversified membership base of allied professionals involved in the creation and
management of the built environment. Join us.

Continuous development and transformation of standards and formats.
Education and certification of professionals to improve project delivery processes.

Creation of practice tools to assist users throughout the facility life-cycle. Join a CSI
Practice Group.
CSl is governed by a Board of Directors, a nationally elected body that provides long-range
strategic leadership. The Board is composed of nationally elected CSI officers, including the
board chair, president-elect, two vice presidents, the secretary, and the treasurer; elected
representatives (directors) from each of CSl's 10 regions; and a director at large. CSl's CEO is a
corporate officer.

For more information about or to join CSI, visit www.csinet.org/joincsi, or call 800-689-2900.

Puget Sound Chapter CSI | 206-382-3393 | office@psccsi.org
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President's Message

Bill Littler, CSI

This past year | had the pleasure of reading
the book "Unbroken: A World War Il Story of
Survival, Resilience, and Redemption." It is
the life story of Louis Zamparini. This man
was a true American hero. He was the
recipient of numerous awards including

the Distinguished Flying Cross, Purple
Heart, Air Medal, Prisoner of War Medal, and
Presidential Unit Citation.

Thinking of all that Louis Zamperini did in

what was then the United States Army Air Corps, made me think -
who made it possible for all those planes to take off and land in
these remote locations? How is it that at these primitive sites, large
bombers and cargo planes could maneuver? Who were the unsung
heroes who created the infrastructure for the efforts of the US
Military in the Pacific Theater? Well, as | did some research, it
appear‘;s we have much thanks to offer to the SeaBees.

e

At first | thought it was the United States Army Corps of Engineers
(established in 1802). The CoE (as it is known in governmental
speak) has a long, illustrious history of projects both in the military
and civilian arenas. If you are interested in learning more about the
CoE, read a brief history.

However, | found that the hands and feet, or in military vernacular,
the "boots on the ground" that made these outposts functional were
the United States Naval Construction Battalions - better known as
Seabees. These soldiers comprise the U.S. Naval Construction
Forces. Naval Construction Battalions were conceived to replace
civilian construction companies working for the US Navy in the
Pacific circa 1942. With their mottos Construimus, Batuimus ("We
build. We fight") and "We do the difficult immediately, the impossible
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takes a little longer") they often did the impossible. Julie Oxford
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There is much more to be said about these brave tradesmen and
their heroic efforts, but | have limited space and time. If you are
interested to learn more about the SeaBees, here are two webpages
that will help fill in the blanks: Wikipedia and Seabees.

| want to conclude on this note - the next time you think of heroes in
the world, think of the unsung heroes. Those who quietly go about
their lives performing extraordinary feats of service to make it
possible for all the rest of us to survive and thrive in our world today.
Yes, thank soldiers for their self-sacrificing service of our country.
Also, thank that tradesman - carpenter, electrician, plumber, mason,
painter, glazier, sheet metal worker, etc. Without all their service, we
wouldn't enjoy the many freedoms and comforts we do today.

Chapter Meeting Quick Pitches

There are presently openings next Fall for 10-minute Quick Pitches
for our chapter meetings. The cost is $150. Any member or non-
member can present. If interested, contact Dick Owen for questions
or to reserve your date. This is a great opportunity to introduce our
chapter members to you, your products, or services.

Visit www.psccsi.org to
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current and back issues.
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April Chapter Programs

April 13t Dinner Program: Upcoming Improvements to

Seattle-Tacoma International Airport

Location: Mirabella, 116 Fairview Ave N, Seattle, WA 98109

Date + Time: Thursday, April 13, 2017

Social Hour: 5:00-6:00 pm, Dinner: 6:00-6:30 pm, Program: 6:30-
8:00 pm

Cost: $40 members/$45 non-members/$25 students/$0 sponsored
students

Our April meeting is a joint meeting with the American Concrete
Institute. Our speaker is Mr. Wayne Grotheer, Director of the
Aviation Project Management Group, with the Port of Seattle at the
Seattle-Tacoma International Airport. Wayne has been with the Port
for many years, both at the seaport and the airport, and currently
manages a capital building program of nearly $2 billion. He will
review the construction work presently underway and share with us
the work that is in the planning and design stages. We all end up
going to the airport at some time, so this is an opportunity to become
acquainted with the continuing construction at this facility.

We always encourage guests to attend our meetings, so please
bring someone!

Register Now!


http://www.deamor.com/
http://www.psccsi.org/index.php?option=com_mc&view=mc&mcid=72&eventId=518985&orgId=psccsi

April 11t Tech Talk: Air Barrier Demonstration
Location: 925 4th Ave, 4th Floor Board Room

Date + Time: Tuesday, April 11th, 2017 from 12:00-1:00pm
Lunch: Bring your own

Credits: 1.0 LU

Cost: Free

Air barriers are essential to understand and to "get right" in Seattle
today. Join Dave Sommer of Interra Building Envelope in a hands-on
demonstration of sheet and coating air barriers, and learn firsthand
the challenges and advantages of each type.

Register Now!

The Puget Sound Chapter CSI has a separate organization, the
Puget Sound CSI Memorial Foundation, established in 2007, whose
purpose is to provide scholarships, fellowships, and grants to
promote educational programs serving the interest of the Puget
Sound Chapter of the Construction Specifications Institute, the
construction industry, and related endeavors, which support the
objectives of CSI. The Foundation is administered by a

volunteer board composed of willing past presidents of the Puget
Sound Chapter. Brad Williamson is the current president of the
Foundation Board. Any individual or organization can contribute tax
deductible donations to the Foundation by sending a check made
out to the Puget Sound CSI Memorial Foundation and mailing to the
Puget Sound Chapter office: 2150 N. 107th St., Suite 205, Seattle,
WA 98133-9009, Phone: (206) 382-3393 (The Foundation is a
501(c)(3) organization). Donations in the past have been used for
scholarship awards to candidates selected on the basis of
recommendations by the Foundation Board and by Chapter
members. The Foundation is always interested in your fund raising
ideas and financial support to promote the Foundations objectives.
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Other Upcoming Events

RCI Puget Sound will be presenting a sheet metal roofing class on
May 4 and 5. Learn more. A chapter meeting will also be held on
Thursday evening, with Tom Hutchinson presenting on a technical
roofing related topic.

Green Roofs for Healthy Cities (GRHC) will be presenting their

conference: Cities Alive in Seattle in September. View the flyer.This
may be the closest GRHC comes to us.

Spock as a Specifier
By Sheldon Wolfe, RA, FCSI, CCS, CCCA, CSC

Asymptote

R-value

—_—

Time
In our never-ending search for truth in specifications, we often lose
sight of reality. We're inundated with advertising, product data, test
reports, and white papers; where once specifiers complained about
a lack of information, we now struggle to keep up with what we
receive. We can't know what we don't know, and we have no time to
evaluate what we have seen. As if that weren't bad enough, we
often find that what we thought we knew isn't true.

As an example, consider building insulation. The way it works and its
value have been understood since antiquity, and until recently we
have felt comfortable with evaluating, specifying, and detailing
various types of insulation. And then, several years ago, everything
began to unravel. Read more.
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About CSI

CSl is a national association of specifiers, architects, engineers, contractors, facility managers,
product representatives, manufacturers, owners and others who are experts in building
construction and the materials used therein. They are dedicated to improving the
communication of construction information through:

® A diversified membership base of allied professionals involved in the creation and
management of the built environment. Join us.

Continuous development and transformation of standards and formats.
Education and certification of professionals to improve project delivery processes.

Creation of practice tools to assist users throughout the facility life-cycle. Join a CSI
Practice Group.
CSl is governed by a Board of Directors, a nationally elected body that provides long-range
strategic leadership. The Board is composed of nationally elected CSI officers, including the
board chair, president-elect, two vice presidents, the secretary, and the treasurer; elected
representatives (directors) from each of CSl's 10 regions; and a director at large. CSl's CEO is a
corporate officer.

For more information about or to join CSI, visit www.csinet.org/joincsi, or call 800-689-2900.

Puget Sound Chapter CSI | 206-382-3393 | office@psccsi.org

Puget Sound Chapter CSI Office: 5727 Baker Way NW, Suite 200, Gig Harbor WA 98332
Phone: 253-265-3042 Email: office@psccsi.org
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