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From the
President…
.
I want to thank all of you
who attended the Chapter’s
60th Anniversary event the
evening of September 20th.
Wow what an event. It was
so nice to see those that
attended with their
enthusiasm for the event,
the CSI organization and
our Chapter and their
energy for future success.
For all of you that couldn’t attend the Chapter’s 60th Anniversary
Celebration, it started with cocktails and networking where many
people were able to visit with Mark Dorsey (CSI National), retired
CSI Minneapolis/St. Paul Chapter members, North Central
Regional Members and past and current members of the CSI
Minneapolis/St. Paul Chapter.
I would like to thank all the members of our CSI Minneapolis/St.
Paul Chapter for their involvement, and outstanding efforts on all
the Chapter Committees to make our Chapter so successful.
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Chapter Partners
Platinum Partnerships

www.sherwin-williams.com
800.321.8194

http://rfassociatesinc.com
612.349.9885

From the President (continued)
I would like to take this time also to thank all the sponsors who supported the Chapter’s
60th Anniversary and our Chapter events throughout the years.
A special thanks to the Chapter’s 60th Anniversary Committee who made it such a
memorable event. The Committee consisted of: Alana Griffith, John Griffith, Gary
Patrick, Greg Ochs, Eric Johnson, Marthe Brock, Heidi Lohman, Tohnya Adams, Joel
Meyer, Jerry Putnam, Doug Lingren, Rick Gale, Andy Garner and Cynthia Long.
It was wonderful to be able to present a proclamation from Governor Mark Dayton
proclaiming September 20, 2018 as Minneapolis/St. Paul CSI Day! A champagne toast to
all our members by Sheldon Wolfe followed the proclamation presentation.
Other Highlights:
§

www.wlhall.com
763.592.8640

§
§

kline-johnson.com
952.854.8723

Mark Dorsey-CSI National Executive Director, gave a brief informational
speech.
Don Shelby our keynote speaker gave a very interesting speech regarding “Global
Warming.” The entire audience was intrigued by his presentation.
With the audience that stayed following the presentation by Don Shelby an exciting
game of Kohout was played by answering multiple choice questions related to
Minnesota and CSI history. There were several winners that received gift cards.

A Silent Auction raised approximately $1,900 for Rebecca Foss Scholarship Fund.
Thanks to those who donated and bid on the gifts.
www.hufcorminnesota.com
763.544.0365

Finally, Jim Kellet, one of our long-term CSI Minneapolis/St. Paul members put together
his memories of the people who were the remarkable leaders who initiated the start of the
CSI Minneapolis/St. Paul Chapter. Please take the time to read the article “Bringing up a
Chapter” in this month’s Specifics.
Cynthia J. Long
CSI Chapter President 2018-2019

majorskylights.com
888.759.2678

More Chapter Partners

DON’T MISS OUT – REGISTER FOR THE
INTRODUCTION TO CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS
Thursday, November 29, 2018
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

mgmcgrath.com
651.704.0300
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www.pella.com
952.462.5359

NOVEMBER 5, 2018
11:00 AM - 1:30 PM

Walker Art Center Expansion
www.carlislesyntec.com
612.867.5173

Gold Partnerships

REGISTER TODAY!
Please register by Monday, October 29, 2018

www.architecturaltesting.com

www.inspec.com
763.546.3434
Silver Partnerships
www.hirshfields.com

For more than a century the Walker Art Center has been one of the nation’s top
contemporary art institutions. Nestled on a sloping hill just outside of downtown
Minneapolis, the Walker campus is home to a challenging and diverse program
focused on the visual and performing arts.
With a campus that includes two existing architectural masterpieces by Edward
Barnes (1971) and Herzog and de Meuron (2005), the Walker offers a
multidisciplinary approach to the creation and interpretation of art. However, when the
Herzog expansion shifted the main entry away from the Minneapolis Sculpture
Garden to Hennepin Avenue, the Walker suffered from an absence of clear identity
across from the garden. In addition, the art center lacked a centralized public space
that could unify the Walker’s distinctive architecture and iconic landscape.
Addressing the planning, accessibility and architectural concerns, the Walker
embarked on an expansion and remodeling project. The 5,500 SF addition includes
an entry foyer and vestibule, a 96-seat restaurant with outdoor patio, a kitchen, green
roof and 6-acre garden. The 15,200 SF renovation includes a relocated main lobby
and gift shop, re-imagined parking ramp entry, restrooms, mechanical rooms, and
circulation.
The project’s aim was thus – to create a stronger identity and entry experience for
visitors arriving from the underground parking ramp or the Minneapolis Sculpture
Garden; to clarify and ease wayfinding and navigation around the Walker campus
through architectural cues and clear visual paths; to develop an architectural language
that is deferential to the past yet has a voice of its own; to integrate the Walker’s
extensive modern art collection throughout the landscape and architecture; to create a
scenic outdoor venue for large-scale gatherings like Walker’s annual summer festival,
Rock the Garden; and to provide a transformative space that acts as both welcoming
entry and public heart for the campus.
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NOVEMBER 5, 2018
Walker Art Center Expansion

SPEAKERS
John Cook & Joan Soranno
HGA Architects
Joan M. Soranno, FAIA, and John Cook, FAIA are
award-winning architects specializing in museum,
cultural, and religious architecture at HGA in
Minneapolis. Together, they have created a small inhouse design studio that serves as an incubator for
innovative design, wherein their projects are
aesthetically driven and technically challenging.
Among their recent work are the Walker Art Center
Expansion in Minneapolis, which won the prestigious
American Architecture Award for Museums and
Cultural Building; five musician cottages for the
renowned Marlboro Music Festival in Marlboro,
Vermont; Lakewood Cemetery Garden Mausoleum
in Minneapolis, which won the 2014 AIA Honor
Award for Architecture and 2013 American Society of
Landscape Architects Award of Excellence; and
Bigelow Chapel for the United Theological Seminary
of the Twin Cities, which won the 2006 AIA Honor
Award for Architecture.

Soranno frequently serves as a juror for national design
awards programs and as a presenter at national design
forums. She has a BS in Architecture from the
University of Notre Dame and is a member of the GSA
Design Excellence Program-National Peer. She has
been published in The New York Times, Architectural
Record, AIArchitect, and ARCHITECT.
Cook has played key roles in some of the Twin Cities
most notable architecture of the past three decades,
including being the lead local architect on the 2005
Walker Art Center expansion (Minneapolis, Minnesota)
working in close collaboration with the Swiss
architectural team of Herzog and DeMeuron. He
performed a similar role on the 1993 Frederick R.
Weisman Art Museum at the University of Minnesota
and again on the expansion in 2010 (with Frank O.
Gehry and Associates), the Winton Guest House (also
with Frank Gehry).

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER
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Lance Premeau
Business Development Manager

Kolbe Windows & Doors

Lance has been with Kolbe Windows & Doors
for over 25 years. The first half of that time
was spent in Manufacturing in various roles
including manager, the other in Marketing as the company’s
Product Manager. Most recently, he transitioned into Sales,
becoming the Business Development Manager for the state of
Minnesota.
Lance currently resides on the east side of the Twin Cities with
his wife, Lori and is the father of two incredible grown
children, Breann and Kyle.
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CONTACT INFORMATION:
Lance Premeau, CSI, LEED® Green
Associate
Business Development Manager
Kolbe Windows & Doors
(Cell): 612.999.4909
Lance.premeau@kolbewindows.com
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September 20, 2018
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UPCOMING EVENTS FROM LOCAL CONSTRUCTION ASSOCIATIONS
Check websites for complete listings
Information compiled by Joel Meyer, CSI, Member Emeritus, CCPR
Date
10/24/2018

Event
2018 Recognition Dinner

10/26-27/2018

Region Fall Conference

10/26/2018

Student Affairs Day

10/30/2018

Building Relationships Webinar
ARM Convention –The
Depot- MPLS
U of MN Annual Concrete
Conference

11/27-28/2018
12/06/2018

Organization
AGC Associate General
Contractors
NAWIC- National Assoc. of
Women in Construction
ASID – American Society of
Interior Designers
MN Society of Prof.
Engineers
ARM – Aggregate Ready
Mix of Minnesota
Concrete Paving Assoc. of
Minnesota
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Website
agcmn.org
nawicmsp.org
Mn.asid.org
mnspe.org
armofmn.com
concreteisbetter.com
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It worked last time! The perils of recycling specifications
For many years, I was one of the instructors for my CSI chapter's certification classes. In addition to explaining
what CSI's practice manuals say, I liked to include horror stories - real-world examples of the ways people
found to really mess up a project. One of my favorite stories came from a public sector waste treatment
agency. The project was a relatively simple addition to an existing building at one of the waste treatment
facilities, to provide shower and locker rooms for the employees.
The agency had hired an architecture/engineering firm to design the addition,
and to prepare bidding documents. As the bid opening date approached, the
owner began getting calls from mechanical subcontractors, who asked, "Did
you want to use fresh water or effluent to serve the baptismal font?"
Apparently, the mechanical engineer had reused specifications from another
project, which happened to be a church. Obviously, assuming the
specifications had been submitted for review, there should have been
opportunities to discover and correct the error, but had the engineer started
with master specifications, the baptismal font almost certainly would not have
appeared in the specifications for this project.
This is an amusing result of the time-honored way of writing specifications: take
the specs from the last project, change the client's name, and - voila! - they're
done. While this may be a quick way to produce specifications, it also is a way
to virtually guarantee those specifications will be incorrect.

Clovis' Taufe, by Meister des
Heiligen Ägidius [Public domain],
via Wikimedia Commons

There are times when this quick-fix approach almost works; certainly, in a project with multiple bid packs,
there will be a great consistency and repetition from one bid pack to the next. An obvious example is
waterproofing, which will probably be included in the foundations bid pack, though it could appear in later
bid packs. Either way, it will probably appear only once. Given the nature of the product, it will be easy to
either add or delete it as the project moves forward.
Other materials are more complicated. Cast-in-place concrete, for example, could all appear in one bid
pack, but it's just as likely to appear in the footings or footings/foundations bid pack, in the shell bid pack,
and in the fit-out bid pack. If it's all specified at one time, it will be easy to remember to take the section out
when it's not needed, but what if it appears in more than one bid pack? Ideally, each time a section is used,
it will be edited down to address only what is needed for each bid pack. My experience has been that the
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Specific Thoughts: It worked last time! The perils of recycling specifications (continued)
design team often has trouble deciding which concrete is used in each bid pack, so there is a tendency to
use essentially the same specifications each time, and let the contractor figure out which parts of it apply.
The same can be said about masonry, insulation, hardware, and other products that may be required at
different times.
Reusing old specifications also is tempting when designing additions to existing buildings, or doing more work
for a regular client, but even then, there will be differences.
The older the reused specifications are, the greater the certainty that they will be incorrect. Codes change,
reference standards change, companies go out of business, products are discontinued or changed, and
owner preferences change. A design firm's practices also change; most firms are more green than they were
even a few years ago, and specify different products. Most people seem to think specifications are
boilerplate. In fact, they are living documents, which must be updated continually to incorporate all of these
changes.
Traditional specification editing is a subtractive process. The specifier starts with a master specification, which
contains many options. In most cases, offices pre-edit master specifications so to minimize editing for the
types of work they do most often. These master specifications are further edited for each project by
removing unnecessary information, and, frequently, adding in missing information.
The problem with reusing specifications is, to accurately fit the needs of another project, the
specifier must remember to add things that had been deleted, and to remove things that no longer are
needed. Both require thought, but it's far easier to delete things that aren't needed than to remember what's
missing.
Without exception, every time I have to reuse specifications from another project, even from an earlier bid
pack for the same project, we discover late in the construction documents phase that we don't need
something that was in the reused specs, or that something we do need wasn't there. Unfortunately, these
things sometimes are not discovered until the bidding documents have been issued, or until construction is
underway.
When reusing specifications, they must be compared to the masters, to identify things that are have been
deleted, or that may have changed as the masters evolved. And, they must be reviewed item by item with
the team to make sure what's in them corresponds with requirements for the current project. I haven't kept
track of how long it takes to review and update a reused specification, but it seems it would be just as easy
and fast to start with unedited masters. Of course, the reason we're using old specs is that we don't have time
to start over, so the review and re-editing is either ignored or superficial.
Isn't it amazing how often we can't find time to get the documents right before they're issued, but we
somehow find time to fix them later?
Note: This was originally published in the Specific Thoughts blog on October 17, 2013. Re-used with the
author’s permission.

© 2018, Sheldon Wolfe, RA, FCSI, CCS, CCCA, CSC
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Educational Opportunities

CSI on-Demand Webinars are education sessions that provide convenient, quality learning at an affordable
price – you will be able to see materials, hear an instructor and earn continuing education credit. Courses
qualify for Professional Development Hours (PDHs) and AIA Continuing Education Hours (CEHs).
CSI's Education Learning Levels
Each session, webinar, or similar event offered through CSI's programming meets a specific level of
education:
Fundamental (100 Level): “Learn & Grasp”
Attendees require little to no previous knowledge of
the topic area. Participants will learn fundamental
facts, terms, and basic principles and understand their
meaning. These sessions inform using the “what,
why, and how” approach.

Intermediate (200 Level): “Apply & Organize”
Attendees require basic knowledge and
understanding of the topic area. Participants will be
able to integrate knowledge into the context of
practice by organizing, comparing, interpreting, and
relating main ideas. These sessions are identified by
key words including “execute, perform, and apply.”

Advanced (300 Level): “Develop & Evaluate”
Attendees require a working knowledge and considerable experience in
the topic area. Participants will be able to analyze problems and
evaluate new situations by combining acquired knowledge and
techniques to generate solutions. These sessions are identified by key
words including “develop, evaluate, and implement.”
The cost per webinar is $55 for CSI members, or $75 for non-members -- join CSI now and save when you
register for an on-demand webinar!
See the webinars available on demand!
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ADDITIONAL CSI EDUCATION PROGRAMS
In addition to CSI Webinars, CSI has additional educational opportunities for members of the
construction industry.
For more information go to: http://www.csinet.org/Main-Menu-Category/Education
The Construction Specifications Institute is a Registered Provider of American Institute of Architects Continuing
Education System and United States Green Building Council Education Provider Network
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