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That’s what SFCSI programs are all about ---
Professional development for design and construction professionals.© 

MONTHLY MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 12

6:00 – 8:30 PM

Sir Francis Drake Hotel 
450 Powell Street, San Francisco, CA 94108

3D SCANNING TO MODELING
Speaker: Alex Calder

BKF Engineers

Alex Calder, Kevin Stein, and Michael Schmidt of BKF will present an hour-long introduction 
to 3D Scanning to Modeling. Alex and his team use 3D Scanning for a wide variety of projects, 
including existing conditions surveys, TI projects, as-built surveys, and quality control/
specification adherence. BKF is providing 3D surveying services for the Salesforce Tower 
Project adjacent to the new Transbay Transit Center in San Francisco. BKF maintains quality 
assurance and control by monitoring the corewall construction and compression settlement 
using Leica P40 3D High Definition Scanners.

Alex Calder is a licensed surveyor and Associate at BKF. His experience includes all facets of 
land surveying with expertise in both the mapping and construction phases of client projects. S
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RSVP: Please make your reservations no later than Tuesday, October 11, 2016. 
 Go to http://conta.cc/2d8iC0s

Cost is $40 for members of the San Francisco Chapter, $60 for all others. 
 RESERVATIONS REQUIRE PRE-PAYMENT.

Place:  Sir Francis Drake Hotel, Franciscan Room Time: 6:00 PM - 6:45 PM Social Hour   
 450 Powell Street, San Francisco   7:00 PM - 8:30 PM Dinner & Program

 
The Sir Francis Drake Hotel is in the heart of San Francisco’s commercial district, easily accessible 

by BART and Muni. Parking is available at the Sutter Stockton Garage.



Page 2

San Francisco Chapter
VOL. LII NO. 10 | OCTOBER 2016 | NEWSLETTER OF THE SAN FRANCISCO CHAPTER | CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATIONS INSTITUTE

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
OCTOBER 2016

It was great to see our Chapter members at Construct this 
September, along with friends and colleagues from all over the 
state and country. The Austin Chapter showed us all a warm and 
sultry welcome. Many of us found time to explore in the intervals 
between the education sessions and leadership meetings. 
Technology was the hot topic, and the revamped Institute website 
is now available for us all to use. It has a new name: csiresources.
org, which I think reflects well on a renewed commitment to service 
to membership.
To fully appreciate the new site, updating your user profile is an 
important first step. Having current, accurate information for each 
member is essential. Because the new site is easier to navigate 
and much faster than the old, we hope you’ll be encouraged to 
take time to set up your profile and to explore the services that 
are on offer.
In terms of keeping our organization viable and starting it growing 
again, the importance of the website can’t be over-emphasized. 
Prospective members and users of CSI products must have been 
frustrated by the poor navigation and the slowness of the old site. 
As the new system extends to each region and chapter, linking 
events, activities and services, we hope to be able to improve the 
profile of our own Chapter as result of these changes. Please take 
a test drive soon, provide feedback to Institute with any issues or 
suggestions you may have.
The Celebration of Fellows is always the signature event at 
Construct. This year, we were very happy to see Wally Holmen 
recognized. Wally has been a leader of the East Bay Oakland 
Chapter for many years, and he often attends the SF Chapter 
meetings as well. We all clapped as loudly as we could when it 
was his turn to be recognized. Bravo!
A number of the programs offered at Construct revolved around 
technology. Beyond the new website and BIM integration, this 
year’s lineup included several explorations of the power of new 
tools such as drones and augmented reality that demonstrate 
what is currently available in the marketplace, and what will 

Continued on next page

President Merideth Marschak

Raffle basket at September meeting

http://csiresources.org
http://csiresources.org
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be available soon at price levels that would have seemed 
unbelievable a couple of years ago. Continuing in this vein, our 
October program, presented by Alex Calder of BKF Engineers, 
will center on 3D scanning applied to site analysis. New survey 
methods and formats will increase the accuracy of mapping and 
can be linked to GIS information to add much more data to the site 
information available in design. Please come, invite a friend, and 
share an interesting evening with us on October 12.
Merideth Marschak
President of San Francisco CSI

NEW TABLETOP SPONSOR PACKAGE 
FOR 2016

We’d like to encourage tabletop sponsors to stay for 
the dinner and presentation, and to take advantage of a 
brief opportunity to tell the assembled guests about their 
products and services from the podium. The new price for a 
tabletop, effective November 1, will be $200 - including one 
dinner reservation. Please register via Constant Contact, 
and feel free to invite additional guests. Thank you for your 
sponsorship!

PUBLISHED BY THE  
PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE

EDITOR 
Elizabeth Porter, AIA, CSI, CCS
betsyhartporter@yahoo.com

GUEST PHOTOGRAPHERS
Paulette and Dennis Salisbury

EDITORIAL POLICY
1. To inform members of the Chapter 

and Institute goals and activities 
directed toward these goals;

2. To inform members of the Chapter 
and Regional activities, Board 
actions; and

3. To provide a forum for all members.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

Novmber 4-6 West Region 
Leadership 
Conference, Santa 
Ana, CA

November 9 Monthly Meeting

December 1 Holiday Party with 
Santa Clara Chapter, 
Fiorillo’s Restaurant, 
Santa Clara.

January 11 Monthly Meeting

February 8 Monthly Meeting

March 8 Pro-Fair

April 12 Monthly Meeting

May 10 Montly Meeting

June 14 Awards Banquet

Sally Anderson, Eric Patricio, Mike Lopez and Paulette Salisbury

mailto:betsyhartporter@yahoo.com
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Our September meeting was the first of a series that we will hold 
at the Sir Francis Drake Hotel. The presentation on Living Futures, 
by Stet Sanborn of Integral Group, covered a complex system of 
building evaluation that goes beyond LEED to measure buildings 
against a more challenging and holistic set of performance criteria. 
Attaining Living Building certification is difficult, but will become 
easier as more projects enter the system and help build resources 
for documentation. Thank you to Jeffery Glick for suggesting this 
program and making the connections necessary to bring Stet to 
our meeting.

It was really great to be able to share a meal together, and return 
to a more relaxed format for our monthly membership meeting - 
starting with introductions! We were happy to see new members 
and guests, along with some longstanding members who’ve 
returned. People seemed very pleased with the room (beautiful!) 
and the food - so please spread the word, and let’s see more of 
you on October 12. Our program will have a technology theme - 3D 
scanning - presented by Alex Calder of BKF Engineers.

Thank you to our sponsors: Keene Building Products - Kip Bretting, 
Keene Building Products; and AC Tech - Dawn Parnoff; and to Pat 
Tuel for bringing them to our meeting.

Thanks to Katia Griggs for offering a registration at a workshop 
presented by Cosella Dorkin. The winner was Edwin Essary. 

Stet Sanborn, our guest speaker at the 
September monthly meeting

Kip Bretting from Keene Building 
Products

THE PACIFIC  
ENERGY CENTER

At 851 Howard Street,  
San Francisco

Presents its series of Programs
Most are free of charge 
and carry CEU credits.

Register at 415-973-7268 or 

www.pge.com/pec

Report on our September 14 Meeting
LIVING FUTURES with STET SANBORN

By Merideth Marschak

http://www.pge.com/pec
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Along with the emphasis on energy savings 
(or use) that we discussed last month, the new 
frontier in buildings is an emphasis on occupant 
health.  Health shows up in LEED V4, in some 
aspects of the Living Building Challenge “Red 
List” and it also shows up in a newer rating 
system called WELL.
First of all, let me remind you all that Architects 

are not licensed health care professionals. The insurance 
requirements for licensed design professionals do not allow the 
policy holder to consult on any topic they care to consult on, 
but only on the scope of their licensure.  Even though the AIA 
promotes “sustainability” as part of its overall policy, the scope of 
“sustainability” is typically regarding materials and energy usage.
In April of this year, the AIA published a white paper titled “Materials 
transparency & risk for architects: An introduction to advancing 
professional ethics while managing professional liability risks.” 
The primary recommendations of this paper are as follows:
 1) Explain your intent to your client.
 2) Do not guarantee the accuracy of your data.
 3) Remind clients that product content is only one factor 

among many.
 4) How to work with engaged, and proactive clients.
 5) Working with consultants (industrial hygienists & toxicologists).
 6) Confer with your insurance carrier about where your risk lies.
 7) How to work with “disclosure” documents.
There are multiple transparency declaration programs that meet 
the requirements of LEED V4.  The Health Product Declaration 
(HPD) gets a lot of press right now, but the other acceptable 
disclosure programs are Cradle to Cradle Products Innovation 
Institute; GreenScreen for Safer Chemicals; Declare; Greenguard; 
and the Carpet and Rug Institute Green Label Plus program. HPD 
was originally envisioned as an “ingredient list for products” and 
also envisioned as manufacturer produced. This has now evolved 

FROM THE SPECIFIER’S DESK
By Anne Whitacre

New member Amanda Goulet

Bill Nelson
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to a third-party certification process with a newly published Guide 
(it will be out by the time you read this).
Transparency documentation runs into a big problem when you 
start considering post-consumer recycled content – there is very 
little way to adequately account for the supply chain aspects 
of recycled content unless it is recycled internally within the 
manufacturing plant. Transparency also runs into problems with 
raw materials sourced overseas – particularly from developing 
nations. When I’ve spoken to the HPD Working Group, their 
response is “we have to trust the overseas sources.” I know from 
asking for US-based testing on some products that we can’t take 
that answer at face value.
Another problem I see is that the HPD doesn’t take into account 
the use of the product. Is this an indoor carpet – where the 
consumer is continuously exposed to the product – or a below 
grade waterproofing that won’t be seen for another 40 years? In 
addition, I see an effort to conflate worker or manufacturing plant 
safety into the HPD – whereas these concerns are covered under 
an entirely different set of regulations, primarily OSHA.
The WELL Program is primarily a building operations program 
and was developed to work “hand in hand” with LEED version 
4 and the Living Building Challenge. They call for Toxic Material 
Reduction; Enhanced Material Safety; and Material Transparency. 
WELL was developed by the Delos Institute, and the standard is 
organized around 7 “Concepts;” Air, Water, Nourishment, Light, 
Fitness, Comfort, and Mind. The standard has “Preconditions” and 
“Optimizations” for each of these concepts. Much like LEED, the 
applicable ratings are Silver, Gold, and Platinum. This standard 
gets into “typical” construction issues such as mold control, 
ventilation and filtering, and toxic material reduction - but it also 
ranges into such non-construction topics as food advertising, 
mindful eating, activity incentive programs, healthy sleep policy, 
and business travel.
And finally I want to mention client-centered material avoidance. 
The WELL program has 5 materials that are called to be reduced: 
perfluorinated compounds; flame retardants; phthalates; 
isocyanate; and urea-formaldehyde. The Living Building Challenge 
has its own ever-growing “Red List.” And my firm has clients now 
with their own “restricted materials” lists.  In some cases, the 

Kelly Lloyd and Greg Sison

Jonathan Gothard and Ronald Kroll

What you might see if you drink too 
much champagne at the Drake.
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restriction lists conflict with building codes (flame retardants used 
in carpentry); or energy code (isocyanurate-based insulation); or 
exterior shell requirements (the chromium based Low-E coatings 
used on glass). I am seeing increasing instances where high 
performance materials (in an energy sense) are also restricted 
materials (in a toxicity sense). A restriction on anti-microbials 
(for example) is a problem because latex based paints use anti-
microbials to prevent mold formation in the can – which wasn’t so 
much of a problem when paints were alkyd based.
If a product makes claims regarding energy savings, they either 
comply or don’t comply with their stated savings. It may be 
inconvenient to replace that item, but the damages are generally 
monetary. However, we’ve found that health claims are never that 
easily disposed of. The AIA document is available on their web 
site; I suggest you read it before taking on projects that purport to 
be “healthy”.

Julie Barrett and Rose Garrison

Edwin Essary and Chris Lutjen

Mike Lopez and Eric Patricio

Scenes from the June Awards Banquet

Taryn Fischer & Bob Mosblech Betsy Porter and Dave Ingram



Page 8

San Francisco Chapter
VOL. LII NO. 10 | OCTOBER 2016 | NEWSLETTER OF THE SAN FRANCISCO CHAPTER | CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATIONS INSTITUTE

Randy Agno, CSI, ACT  
Architectural Consultant 
Mobile (925) 344-2665  
E-mail: ragno@BehrPaint.com 
http://www.behr.com/www.BehrPro.com | www.espanol.BehrPro.com www.KilzPro-
X.com | www.Kilz.com Behr offers: Direct to Pro Delivery, Division 9 Specifications, 
Color Services, CEU AIA approved courses, Architectural Coatings, Industrial Coat-
ings, Stains, Waterproofing Systems, Floor Coatings. We are CHPS approved, MPI 
rated & approved, ZERO VOC Products, and GreenGuard Certified.  

Rose Garrison, Merideth Marschak, Jonathan Gothard 
and Katia Griggs

John Sellen and Lauren Harrison
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So far in this series, we first looked at the good old days, when 
CSI membership rose continually, sometimes at an amazing 
rate. During the growth period, we saw that membership in CSI 
offered tangible benefits. CSI was an organization that helped 
those involved in construction to understand how construction 
documents are related, how to prepare them, and how to interpret 
them. Much of that information was developed by CSI members, 
so there were countless opportunities for members to take an 
active part in the future of specifications. Face meetings were 
important because the only other options for communication were 
written letters, which made real-time discussion impossible, and 
telephone calls, which were quite expensive.
We then looked at the effect of the economy on membership. 
Frequently the bogeyman for many things that ailed CSI, I think 
it is obvious that only rarely was there a correlation between the 
economy and CSI membership. In some cases, membership 
grew dramatically during and after recessions. More significantly, 
upturns in the economy did not result in a return of lost members.
I did not mention a couple of other suggested reasons for 
membership decline. Some blamed it on member classification, 
arguing that people didn’t want to join an organization that 
supposedly discriminated against its own members by referring to 
some as professional, the implication being that other members 
were less than professional. The membership application form 
was another target; supposedly, it was too difficult to figure out. 
Both of these issues were addressed with no discernible effect 
on membership.
As noted in previous articles, CSI had a lot to offer for many 
years. The problem now is that we have little to offer that is seen 
as critically necessary or unique. Organization of construction 
information, at least in written form, typically follows MasterFormat 
and SectionFormat, and there has been an increase in the use 

HOW DID WE GET HERE? 
 THE TRANSITION

TO MAINTENANCE ACTIVITIES
By Sheldon Wolfe

Minneapolis - St. Paul Chapter

The City and County of SF 
Department of Building Inspection

Presents a series of free 
BROWN BAG LUNCH TALKS

3rd Thursdays, Noon to 1:30 PM 
at 1660 Mission Street, Room 2001 

(Second Floor)

Contact Laurence Kornfield 
415-558-6205

The Department welcomes you to 
attend a series of informal, general 
information talks presented at no 

charge to the public and City staff. 
Bring your lunch. Coffee and other 

drinks will be provided.

Derek Payne and Rose Garrison

Taryn Fischer 
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of UniFormat. Commercial guide specifications are 
available from BSD, ARCOM, Kalin Associates, 
SpexPlus, and others, so there is at least a 
perception that specifications are “taken care of” 
and they no longer require much attention. Although 
specifiers often complain about them, manufacturers’ 
specifications are much improved and generally 
require only simple modifications to be useful.
Because of CSI’s success in those areas, and 
because it has not moved on from them, we don’t 
have much to offer in the way of creative activities. 
We have gone from an active organization, with 
many ways to contribute to construction documents 
and processes, to an organization focused on 
maintaining what already has been done. That 
does not mean that maintenance is not important or 
challenging work, but it’s not as enticing as working 
on new programs.
It’s not that there is nothing more to do, or that new 
programs haven’t been proposed. Even ignoring the 
missed golden opportunity to continue doing what 
CSI had done best by organizing building modeling 
information, members have made many interesting 
suggestions. Here are some of the more recent 
programs, all of which were initiated just before or 
since our peak membership.
• 1997. Contribution to the Uniform Drafting 

System, maintenance status.
• 1998. PerSpective. Sold to BSD.
• 2004. UDS Certification Feasibility Task Team, 

terminated.
• 2008. GreenFormat. Updated 2014, little 

activity since.
• 2009. Practice Guides (updates of PRM/MOP), 

published.
• 2011-2012. Body of Knowledge Assessment. 

Used by task teams to determine essential 
information.

• 2013. Building Technology Education Program 
Feasibility Task Team, terminated.

Of course, task teams comprise but a small 
percentage of the total membership, but active task 
teams indicate to members that something useful is 
going on.
What else can CSI do? Michael Chusid offers some 
interesting thoughts.
• Create a replacement for the moribund spec-

data format for technical information that 
addresses current concerns and both electronic 
and digital delivery.

• Create standards for incorporating meaningful 
product information into BIM.

• Continued training of newcomers to design, 
construction, and building management 
industries in contract documents.

• Tools to help coordinate and improve the 
accessibility of the incomprehensibly broad 
range of data necessary for construction.

• Assess how robotics, 3d printing, holograms, 
smart buildings, etc., will affect the roles 
and responsibilities of the players in the 
construction team.

Do you have a suggestion for a new program?
© 2016, Sheldon Wolfe, RA, FCSI, CCS, CCCA, CSC
Agree? Disagree? Leave your comments at http://
swspecificthoughts.blogspot.com/

The San Francisco Specifics 
is your award winning 

Chapter newsletter!
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Board Members 2016-2017

President Merideth Marschak 510-542-2214 merideth.marschak@nollandtam.com 

President-Elect Edwin Essary 415-715-4678 eessary@syska.com
Vice President Vivian Volz 415-244-6756 vivian@VVArchSpecs.com
Secretary Michael Morris 415-956-5211 mmorris@fmgarchitects.com
Treasurer Benjamin Miller 415-361-6528  ben.miller@gcpat.com
Immediate Past President John Sellen 415-430-8027 johnesellen@gmail.com

Directors
Director Bill Nelson 415-836-4182  bill_nelson@gensler.com
Director Jeffery Glick  415-595-1740 jefferyg@mechosystems.com
Director Derek Payne 209-531-7396 derek.payne@kingspan.com
Director Sally Anderson 415-352-3870 sally.anderson@som.com
Region Director Linda M. Stansen 650-570-6411 stanspecs@comcast.net

Committee Chairs
Awards Linda M. Stansen 650-570-6411 stanspecs@comcast.net        
Budget John Sellen 415-430-8027 johnesellen@gmail.com          
Certification Lester Meu 510-434-9888 lmeu@geomeu.com
Electronics Communications Vivian Volz 415-244-6756 vivian@VVArchSpecs.com
Membership/Hospitality Taryn Fischer  916-416-8113 taryn.fischer@daltile.com    
                           Virginia Fereday              ginshd@yahoo.com
Nominations Edwin Essary 415-715-4678 eessary@syska.com
Pro-Fair Edwin Essary 415-715-4678 eessary@syska.com
Programs Merideth Marschak 510-542-2214 merideth.marschak@nollandtam.com

 Jeffery Glick  415-595-1740 jefferyg@mechosystems.com         
 Linda M. Stansen 650-570-6411 stanspecs@comcast.net        
Publications Elizabeth Porter 510-517-5360 betsyhartporter@yahoo.com

San Francisco Chapter
Construction Specifications Institute
PO Box 2356
San Francisco, CA 94126-2356
415-294-3800
mail@csisf.org
http://sanfrancisco.csinet.org

CSI membership is composed of a cross-section of the construction industry - architect, engineers, contractors, 
developers, manufacturers, suppliers and representatives from allied industries. Chapter activities reflect the 
unbiased concerns of the entire industry - not one section of it. Members through the Chapter, Region and 
Institute have the opportunity to contribute their views and experience to the improvement of specifications and 
other contract documents.
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