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[bookmark: _GoBack]TALKING POINTS: REQUEST FOR FUTHER CLARITY ON CORONAVIRUS RELIEF FUND

The talking points below are intended to support special districts in contacting their Congressional representatives to request further clarity on the Coronavirus Relief Fund to ensure it applies to special districts.

COVID-19 Impacts on Special Districts

· COVID-19 has caused a strain on special district operations across the state, including mine.
· Special districts, which provide essential quality-of-life services to millions of Californians, often operate on relatively small budgets while serving communities in similar ways as cities. 
· Districts, like all public agencies, are required to provide emergency paid family and sick leave with out the payroll tax credit established under the Coronavirus Relief Fund, thus creating an unfunded mandate at an unprecedent time.

Coronavirus Relief Fund and the Issue

· The CARES Act established a $150 billion fund to help state and local governments in covering unbudgeted, necessary expenditures related to COVID-19.
· Treasury can provide direct disbursements to municipalities serving more than 500,000.
· Special districts are political subdivisions, which is defined elsewhere in the CARES Act to be considered a municipality.
· However, Treasury guidance issued on April 13 does not clearly address how populations served by multiple political subdivisions, including cities, counties, and special districts, are covered for direct disbursements.
· For example, my district serves more than 500,000 people, but it also overlaps with city/cities and a county/counties that are eligible for the funding as well. 
· My district provides essential services to hundreds of thousands of Californians, needs this federal relief, and cannot be confident how to move forward to secure this funding approved by Congress for this purpose.

Request for Specific Inclusion

· I urge you to consider special districts – which provide water, wastewater, healthcare, fire protection, and more – be specifically included in future legislation regarding the Coronavirus Relief Fund.
· This could be accomplished by amending the CARES Act, Section 601(g)(2), to include “special district” or “political subdivision” or defining “local unit of government” to include these terms. 
· I request that you urge the Department of the Treasury to further refine its Coronavirus Relief Fund guidance to address these issues and provide more clarity and certainty.
· Making these changes will help our district best serve your constituents and ensure that your constituents receive the funding Congress intended them to benefit from during this challenging time.
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