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(Hydro Station  continued on Page 5)  

 

Doctor. Policeman. Teacher. Soccer player. 
Fireman. This is the list of careers that local 
elementary school children are likely to say 
when asked, “What do you want to be when 
you grow up?” The Chula Vista Hydro Station, 
the first of its kind in California, wants to add 
water professional to that list.   
 
The Hydro Station is an interactive educational 
space housed at Sweetwater Authority’s 
Richard A. Reynolds Groundwater Desalination 
Facility in Chula Vista.  The Hydro Station 
hosts learning exhibits and hands-on activities 
dedicated to introducing local students to the 
ecological cycle of water, water conservation, 
water quality, and careers in the water industry.   
 
A joint project of the Sweetwater Authority, the 
Chula Vista Elementary School District 
(CVESD), and the Otay Water District, the 
Hydro Station opened this year and will provide 
hands-on, experiential learning on the water 
industry to more than 4,000 CVESD fifth-grade 
students, annually.   
 
For the school district’s more than 29,600 
students in kindergarten through sixth grade, 
the Hydro Station is an important part of 
CVESD’s rigorous 21st Century learning 
environment designed to nurture every child's 
imagination, intellect, and sense of inquiry and 
to prepare them for the future careers.  
 
“The Hydro Station introduces our students to 
the world of work in the water industry and 
inspires them at an early age to consider 
careers in science, technology, engineering, 
art, and mathematics,” said Superintendent of 
CVESD Dr. Francisco Escobedo. “With this 
station, we introduce students to jobs that can 
change the trajectory of entire families, opening 
the door to high-wage careers that our students 
might not have thought were possible. The 
students also explore ways to make the world a 
better place through clean water and water 
conservation.” 
 

Chula Vista Opens California’s First Hydro Station 

The Hydro Station also helps Chula Vista’s 
local water agencies to prepare a new 
generation of local workers to fill expected 
jobs in local water agencies like Sweetwater 
and Otay.  The local water industry is 
experiencing significant numbers of “Baby 
Boomer” generation retirements.  Baby 
Boomer and future expected retirements 
challenge the ability of local water agencies 
to maintain an estimated regional workforce 
of 2,800 people who work in the water and 
wastewater industry at the San Diego County 
Water Authority and its 24 member agencies.  
 
“It’s an opportunity for a new generation to 
join us in our mission to deliver safe and 
reliable water to hundreds and thousands of 
people in communities that rely on us as 
water professionals,” said Sweetwater 
Authority General Manager Tish Berge.  
Sweetwater Authority has approximately 130 
employees who provide water to 190,000 
people in the communities of National City, 
Bonita, and communities adjacent to and 
west of interstate 805 in Chula Vista.   
 
“The high level of retirements, new 
technologies, and increased demand for safe 
drinking water all contribute to the availability 
of good, stable careers and employment,” 
said Otay General Manager Mark Watton. “  



San Diego Chapter  
Quarterly Dinner Meeting 

Thursday  –  November 21st 

6:00 pm to 9:00 pm   

Dinner served at 6:45 pm  

Location 

The Butcher Shop Steakhouse  

Kearny Mesa 

5255 Kearny Villa Road 

San Diego, CA  (858) 565-2272 

http://butchershopsd.signonsandiego.com 

Join us for a dynamic, interactive, and educational evening as SDCSDA presents: 

“Building Wildfire Resilient Communities” 

By Tony Mecham  

Unit and County Fire Chief - Cal Fire San Diego 
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Please send in your RSVP 

form to our CSDA Treasurer, 

Rich Stevenson at Sweetwa-

ter Authority.  

RSVP Deadline:  

Thursday, 11/14/19 
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Tony Mecham is the Unit Chief for CAL FIRE responsible for San Diego County. 

Through cooperative agreements, he also oversees fire and emergency services 

for the San Diego County Fire Authority, Ramona Fire District, and Deer Springs 

Fire District.  Combined, the Department has nearly 550 fire fighters and support 

personnel staffing across 41 community fire stations. 

Chief Mecham is a 33-year veteran of CAL FIRE, having started as a seasonal 

firefighter and rising through the ranks.  For nearly ten years, he served on a 

Type I incident Management Team commanding some of the largest incidents in 

California history including the 2007 Harris Fire.  He holds an Associates Degree 

in Fire Science, a Bachelors 

Degree in Public Administration, 

and a graduate certificate in Fire 

Protection Administration. 

Joining Chief Mecham for the presentation will be Deputy Chief 

Dave Nissen.  Dave is a 32-year veteran of the fire service and 

oversees the Community Risk Reduction Program.  This 

program includes the County Fire Marshall, CAL FIRE Pre-Fire, 

Vegetation Management, Law Enforcement/Arson Unit, and 

Public Education.  Together, Dave’s programs work to lessen 

the impact of a wildfire event.   

http://butchershopsd.signonsandiego.com
mailto:rstevenson@sweetwater.org
mailto:rstevenson@sweetwater.org
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Greetings Special District colleagues!   As we near the holiday season and all of you gear 

up for turkey and egg nog, we still have a lot to do before we can enjoy the holidays.   At 

our November 21st Quarterly Dinner Meeting we will have a number of things to do: 

 

A week or so ago I sent notice to all of you that we have two seats up for election on 

the San Diego CSDA Chapter Board of Directors.   Up for re-election are the Secretary 

(currently held by Diana Towne) and the Second Vice President (currently held by 

Elaine Sullivan).   While both incumbents are running for the seats, we welcome others 

to throw their hat in the ring.  Please send in your nomination forms per the email and 

we will hold the vote at the meeting on the 21st. 

 

San Diego LAFCO is also going to hold a Candidate Forum for candidates running for 

seats on the SD LAFCO Special District Advisory Committee.   At the meeting on the 

21st, candidates in attendance will get the opportunity to BRIEFLY highlight why you 

should vote for them to sit on the SDAC.   There are currently 11 candidates, so we 

look forward to what each of them have to say. 

 

We will also have a brief presentation from Stefan Morton who represents a CSDA 

Finance Corporation partner to let you know about opportunities to obtain low cost 

financing for your projects.   

 

Finally, our keynote speaker will be Tony Mecham with Cal Fire.  With the crazy 

wildfire weather we have been having lately, Tony’s insights will be valuable to all in 

attendance. 

 

We look forward to seeing you all on November 21st! 

 

 

     Quick Tip: Guidelines or Public Comment in Local Government 

                          President Tom Kennedy’s Message 
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~ Tom 
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The public comment period is an essential part of local government meetings. There are guidelines for public com-

ment periods in local government. They refer to ordinary business and work or study meetings of councils, boards 

and committees. Public hearings and quasi-judicial hearings are governed by different rules. 

It is important for elected officials and for the public to be very clear about the purpose of the public comment period. 

This is an opportunity for members of the public to inform the governing body about their views. The meeting itself 

belongs to the governing body. The public does not PARTICIPATE in the decision-making. Instead, it PROVIDES 

INPUT to the governing body, which takes the input into consideration in making its decisions. 

A governmental body must craft its requirements with care in order to preserve the free speech rights of its citizens. If 

questions arise about the public comment period, consult your attorney. State law and regulations and your specific 

bylaws or rules of procedure have higher standing than Robert’s Rules of Order, other parliamentary authorities, or 

these guidelines. 

For more information go to:  https://jurassicparliament.com/guidelines-public-comment/ 
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https://jurassicparliament.com/guidelines-public-comment/
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advancing to the state competition. This year’s 
theme was ‘Why do we need to act to save the 
monarch butterfly? What can RCDs do to help?’ The 
RCDGSDC is proud to be sending a San Diego 
student to our annual conference in Redding to 
compete! 

 

The Watershed Connection: We deliver this education 
program in partnership with the Port of San Diego, and it 
is free for elementary students within the San Diego Bay 
watershed. In these classroom presentations, students 
learn what a watershed is, how our waterways become 
polluted through our actions on land, why this pollution 
is harmful, and what they can do to make a difference. 
We use a watershed model to allow students a hands-
on learning experience. Each year we give around 100 
presentations to 2nd – 6th grade classes, many of which 
are led by the interns we train through this program.  
 
In addition to these education programs, we operate two 
community gardens in San Diego’s South Bay, create 
vital pollinator habitat, help farmers implement practices 
that build soil health and capture carbon in the ground, 
help residents protect their homes from wildfire, and 
work on habitat restoration. We have quite a diverse – 
and fun – workload!   
 
Our programs are largely grant funded and we are 
always seeking opportunities to expand our work and 
reach more people. If you would like to discuss 
collaboration on bringing our programs to your district, 
please contact Ann Baldridge, Community Programs 
Director at ann.baldridge@rcdsandiego.org.  
 
For more information about these education programs 
or any of our other programs, please visit 
www.rcdsandiego.org or call our office at 619-562-0096.  
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The Resource Conservation District of Greater San Diego 
County (RCD) works across San Diego County to protect, 
conserve, and restore our precious natural resources. As 
a not-for-profit special district, we partner with a range of 
stakeholders - such as residents, agencies, organizations, 
and schools - to address the diverse conservation and 
environmental concerns that are unique to San Diego 
County. We offer programs for residents and landowners, 
as well as the following education programs.  
 
Soil Shindig: This is an annual public event to bring 
people together to celebrate, and learn more about the 
importance of, healthy soil. The event includes 
workshops, farm tours, trail walks, kid’s activities, a seed 
swap, a keynote panel, and much more. The Soil Shindig 
is free and offers fun for all ages. This year’s event on 
November 9 marks our 5th annual Soil Shindig. The event 
will take place from 1-6pm at Wild Willow Farm (in the 
South Bay). All welcome! 
 
Student and Landowner Education and Watershed 
Stewardship Program (SLEWS): SLEWS is an 
environmental education program for high school 
students. It brings them into the field where they engage 
in real conservation or agriculture programs. They return 
to the same site three times for field days, working in 
small groups led by mentors who are environmental 
professionals or grad students. The return visits help them 
see the value of their work, and working with mentors 
exposes them to potential study or career paths.  
 
Other opportunities for high school students:  
 Our annual Conservation Scholarship offers $1,000 

scholarships for graduating high school seniors going 
to college to pursue further education in conservation, 
environmental sciences, or agriculture. Applications 
open in January and close in April. Between five and 
seven scholarships are usually awarded to students 
within our district boundary.  

  

 The RCD also sponsors a place at Range Camp, a 
week-long opportunity for students aged 15-18 to 
discover the science and management of our natural 
resources and learn from experienced professionals 
and university faculty. 

 

 Every year, the California Association of Resource 
Conservation Districts (CARCD) hosts the Speak-Off, 
a speech competition for high school students who 
want to speak out about conservation. Students first 
compete at the regional level, with the top speaker 

RCD of Greater San Diego County 

A Bounty of Resources 

mailto:ann.baldridge@rcdsandiego.org
http://www.rcdsandiego.org
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President    Tom Kennedy, Rainbow MWD,  tkennedy@rainbowmwd.com 

1st VP   Jim Peasley, Padre Dam MWD,  jpeasley@padre.org 

2nd VP   Elaine Sullivan, Leucadia Wastewater District,  esullivan@lwwd.org 

Secretary   Diana Towne, Rincon del Diablo MWD,  dtowne@rinconwater.org 

Treasurer       Rich Stevenson, Sweetwater Authority,  rstevenson@sweetwater.org         

Past President    - - - 

State CSDA Rep Jo MacKenzie, Vista Irrigation District,  mackgroup@cox.net 

 
CSDA San Diego chapter  newsletter is  printed quarterly.  If you have any comments or suggestions, please direct 
them to Diana Towne, SDCSDA Board Secretary at: dtowne@rinconwater.org. 
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Treasurer’s Report 
04/01/19 through 06/30/19 

 

Income for the period was from the August 

2019 dinner meeting $1,760.00 (62 

attendees) and 2019-20 Membership 

Payments $7,150.00 for a total of 

$8,910.00. 

 

Expenditures for the period included Butcher Shop Restaurant for 

August 2019 dinner meeting $2,503.90 and a donation to the CSDA 

Special District Leadership Foundation $1,000.00 for a total of 

$3,503.90. 

 

The fund balances as of September 30, 2019 were as follows: the 

Grant Scholarship Fund balance received 50% of annual 

membership payments and increased to a balance of $16,339.94; 

the Speaker Program fund remained unchanged with a balance of 

$2,500.00; and the General Fund balance after 

adjustments for income and expenses was $13,800.78 for a total 

Fund balance of $32,640.72.  

The bank balance as of September 30, 2019 was $34,390.72 

pending three outstanding checks in the total amount of $1,750.00. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Rich Stevenson 

CSDA Treasurer 

Hydro Station (Continued from page 1) 

“We want to make sure that a rewarding 
career in the water and wastewater industry 
is within reach for as many local students 
as possible who are vocational school or 
college bound, and the Hydro Station helps 
us do that.”   

 

With the help of the Hydro Station, the next 
time that you see a Chula Vista elementary 
school student, he or she could be deliver-
ing reliable and safe water to you and the 
communities in the South Bay in the very 
near future. 

The Winner is... 

“Annual Kennedy Family Fishing Trip (Circa 1966) –  

Tom and his two older brothers.”  ☺  KT 

mailto:tkennedy@rainbowmwd.com
mailto:jpeasley@padre.org
mailto:esullivan@lwwd.org
mailto:dtowne@rinconwater.org
mailto:rstevenson@sweetwater.org
mailto:mackgroup@cox.net
mailto:dtowne@rinconwater.org

