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* Meet Our Affiliates * 

     

In the mid-nineteenth century, the Olivenhain area 

was the site of a stagecoach station along the Seeley

-Wright Stagecoach Line. The station was located in 

present-day Stagecoach Park, a mid-way point 

between the San Diego and San Luis Rey Missions.  

 

The historic route which ran along El Camino Real 

was propagated with olive trees by Spanish 

missionaries. Though the trees were not cultivated, 

their presence prompted a program enticing settlers 

to move to the area. Advertisements promised a 

climate where anything could grow, especially olive 

trees. Originally referred to as Olivenheim, which 

translates in German to “home of the olive,” and later 

changed to Olivenhain meaning “olive grove,” the 

prospect of farming attracted German settlers.  

The first Board of Directors of Olivenhain 

Municipal Water District were present at 
opening ceremonies in 1959 when the 
first water trickled into Olivenhain. (Left 

to right) Otto Berk, Howard G. Golem, 
Alwin Wiegand, James B. Wood, and 
Clarke R. Thomas.  

(OMWD continued on Page 4)  

 

By 1884, Colony Olivenhain was established. However, with a semi-arid local climate 

receiving an average rainfall of only ten inches annually, lack of water hampered 

development of the area. 

 

In 1959, as Southern California wholesale water agencies developed infrastructure that 

brought imported water from the Colorado River to San Diego County, several ranchers 

banded together to secure access to that water supply—Olivenhain Municipal Water 

District was established.  

 

The availability of a reliable water supply allowed agriculture in the area to thrive. New 

crops such as flowers and citrus trees were grown, and domestic growth accelerated in 

addition to agriculture. 

 

Early OMWD board meetings were held in the Olivenhain Town Meeting Hall. OMWD’s 

first vice president, Howard G. Golem, reminisced, “I remember the one light bulb dangling 

from the ceiling in that small room. We didn’t have running water, but we did have bats.” 

Shortly after, in 1961, a district office was constructed at the site of OMWD’s present-day 

headquarters.  

 

OMWD’s service area continued to rapidly develop in the ensuing decades. To ensure 

water availability and quality, OMWD initiated the Olivenhain Water Storage Project. 

OWSP consisted of a water treatment plant and a joint venture with San Diego County 

Water Authority to build Olivenhain Dam and Reservoir.  



 
San Diego Chapter  

Quarterly Dinner Meeting 
Thursday  –  May 16th  

6:00 pm to 9:00 pm   

Dinner served at 6:45 pm  
 

 

Location 

The Butcher Shop Steakhouse  

Kearny Mesa 

5255 Kearny Villa Road 

San Diego, CA  (858) 565-2272 

http://butchershopsd.signonsandiego.com 

 

 

 

Join us for a dynamic, interactive, and educational evening as SDCSDA presents 

the High School Video Contest Awards.  The awards will be followed by guest 

speaker, Garry J. Bonelli, Chairman of the Port of San Diego, who’s 

presentation’s title: “Renaissance on the Bay” promises to be enlightening.    

The Coronado City Council appointed Mr. Bonelli to serve as a member of the 

Board of Port Commissioners for the Port of San Diego in December 2013  

As a Port Commissioner, Mr. Bonelli makes policy and provides stewardship for 

6,000 acres of land and water in and around San Diego Bay. An economic engine 

for the region, the Port generates more than $9.4 billion annually and supports 

70,000 well-paying jobs. Chairman Bonelli coordinates with the Port’s five 

member cities, works with the shipbuilding and ship repair industries, oversees 

operations of cargo and cruise terminals, and establishes policies for the Port of 

San Diego Harbor Police Department and homeland security issues. His 

responsibilities include working with the U.S. Navy and U.S. Coast Guard; environmental groups; and more than 

800 hotel, retail, restaurant, and visitor-serving businesses on the bay’s waterfront.  

In addition, Mr. Bonelli volunteers with the Navy SEAL Foundation. The foundation is the non-profit, umbrella 

benevolent organization providing $20 million annually in immediate and ongoing support and assistance to Naval 

Special Warfare military members and their families.  

A street urchin raised in New York City, Mr. Bonelli had a distinguished career in the U.S. Navy spanning 45 years 

of active and reserve service, where he rose through the ranks from seaman to admiral. He made combat 

deployments in Vietnam as a Navy frogman and served as the commanding o-cer of SEAL Team 5 during the 

1990/1991 Gulf War.   

Recalled to active duty again in 2006, Bonelli was promoted to Flag rank and served as the Deputy Commander 

and then the ninth Force Commander of Naval Special Warfare. He provided the vision and leadership for a 

9,000-person worldwide maritime special operations force of SEALs, special boat operators, and mission 

specialists while directing a $1 billion-plus enterprise. Admiral Bonelli retired from the U.S. Navy in 2013. 

Earlier in his civilian career, Mr. Bonelli worked as a sta  director for the San Diego Association of Governments 

(SANDAG), and as a vice president with the San Diego Regional Chamber of Commerce. 
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Please send in your RSVP 

form to our CSDA Treasurer, 

Rich Stevenson at Sweetwa-

ter Authority.  

 

RSVP Deadline:  

Wednesday, 05/09/19 
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Spring has sprung here in San Diego County and it is time for you to spring into action as 

members of the San Diego CSDA!   Your first task is to RSVP for our May 16, 2019 Quarterly 

Dinner Meeting - but not just for yourself!  I would like each of you to reach out to someone 

you know who is part of a Special District that does not normally come to the meetings and 

invite them to attend as well.   Our community of Special Districts is only as robust as it is 

because of active learning by those charged with running Special Districts. Active participation 

in CSDA has a direct correlation to quality governance of Special Districts, so we encourage you to inform others 

about these benefits. 

It has been a busy few months since we held our LAFCO Candidate Forum in February.   It was great to see so many 

candidates get out there and campaign for both the regular and alternate special district seats on LAFCO.   This year 

a total of eight candidates were vying for the open seats!   In a very tight contest for the regular seat, Barry Willis of 

Alpine Fire Protection District edged out Ed Sprague from Olivenhain Municipal Water District by 21-19 votes!   Barry 

told me that he visited over 50 districts over a very short period – my hat is off to him for going the extra mile in his 

campaign efforts! 

The alternate seat was won by Erin Lump from Rincon Del Diablo Municipal Water District.   Erin has served for 

several years on the Special District Advisory Committee and is well prepared to be part of the process at LAFCO.  

Congratulations Erin! 

Over the next several months, we will be working with LAFCO to see if there are ways that we can improve the 

nomination and election process.   As the main organizing group for Special Districts in our area, the San Diego 

CSDA has long been involved in the process with our candidate forum. There may be other ways that we can help 

LAFCO in this process.  If you have any ideas, please let me know.  Working together with LAFCO, I am confident we 

can make a good process even better going forward. 

At this month’s meeting we will have a fun night.  May is when we get to see the winners of our Districts Make the 

Difference video contest.   We got some great entries this year and three winners have been chosen.  Our second 

place winner from last year actually won first place statewide, so San Diego’s entries are always top notch!  Make 

sure to be there to support these incredible kids as they help spread the word about Special Districts. 

Our keynote speaker will be Mr. Garry Bonelli, Chairman of the Board of Port Commissioners for the Port of San 

Diego.   Mr. Bonelli is a retired Navy SEAL and Rear Admiral and has an extensive resume related to public service 

with SANDAG, the SD Regional Chamber of Commerce as well as with the Port.  His presentation will describe the 

“Renaissance on the Bay” and highlight some of the visionary work that the Port of San Diego is working on now to 

enhance the commercial, recreational, and public space aspects of one of the crown jewels of San Diego County.  If 

you thought your District had a lot of stakeholders, just wait to hear from Mr. Bonelli about the challenges faced at the 

Port of San Diego! 

As always, I look forward to seeing you all on May 16th! 

                President Tom Kennedy’s Message 

CSDA San Diego Chapter News    May     June    

~ Tom 

Honeybees are more likely to swarm during the spring. They 

swarm as a way to start new colonies from successful ones. 

Surprisingly, swarming honeybees are very docile and the 

most friendly they will ever be all year. 
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Treasurer’s Report 
January 1, 2019 through March 31, 2019 

 

Income for the period was from the February 2019 dinner meeting $1,740.00 (55 attendees) 
and 2018-19 Membership Payments $150.00 for a total of $1,890.00.    

Expenditures for the period included Butcher Shop Restaurant for February 2019 Dinner 
Meeting $2,123.43; David Berry for the February 2019 Dinner Meeting Speaker $1,500.00; 
and Weebly for the video contest annual website fee $144.00 for a total of $3,767.43. 

The fund balances as of March 31, 2019 were as follows: the Grant Scholarship Fund remained unchanged 
with a balance of $16,649.94; the Speaker Program fund was reduced by $1,500 for the cost of the February 
2019 Dinner Meeting Speaker leaving a balance of $2,500.00; and the General Fund balance after adjustments 
for income and expenses was $12,866.00 for a total Fund balance of $32,035.94.  The bank balance as of 
March 31, 2019 was $32,535.94 pending two outstanding checks in the total amount of $500.00. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Rich Stevenson, CSDA Treasurer 

May     June  

In 2002, OMWD unveiled its David C. McCollom Water 

Treatment Plant which today is capable of producing up to 

34 million gallons per day of high-quality drinking water. 

The facility uses ultrafiltration technology which provides a 

physical barrier to waterborne health threats while mini-

mizing chemical use. At the time of its construction, the 

plant was the largest of its kind in the US. Not only does 

this facility reduce OMWD’s purchase costs for water, it 

also generates enough hydroelectricity to cover approxi-

mately 50 percent of its energy demands.  

To secure land for the OWSP, OMWD developed Elfin 

Forest Recreational Reserve in partnership with San Die-

go County Water Authority and US Department of the In-

terior’s Bureau of Land Management. The 784-acre re-

serve opened in 1992 and is managed by OMWD. EFRR 

offers recreational opportunities for hiking, biking, and 

equestrian use, as well as educational programs for com-

munity members and local schools.  

In 1998, OMWD added wastewater treatment to its list of 

services by annexing sanitation districts serving 4S Ranch 

and Rancho Cielo. To meet the long-term needs of the 

growing neighborhoods, OMWD upgraded the existing 

wastewater treatment plant and the 4S Ranch Water Rec-

lamation Facility was born. It began producing recycled 

water in 2003, adding an important drought-resilient water 

supply to OMWD’s portfolio. OMWD continues to expand 

recycled water availability throughout its service area, and 

is also exploring additional local, sustainable water sup-

plies such as brackish groundwater desalination.  

In its first year of operation, Olivenhain Municipal Water 

District sold just 12 acre-feet of water. Today, it treats 

and delivers approximately 18,000 acre feet of drinking 

water annually to 86,000 residents. Over 60 years, 

OMWD has come a long way, and delivering a safe and 

reliable water supply has remained OMWD’s utmost pri-

ority. It is committed to making investments that en-

hance the quality of life in our community for the dec-

ades ahead.  

OMWD’s David C. McCollom Water Treatment Plant in front 

of Olivenhain Dam. The facility produces up to 34 million gal-

lons of potable water every day using advanced ultrafiltration 

technology.  

OMWD (Continued from page 1) 
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In the last several years, water bottles have 

become commonplace on school campuses 

as students learned the importance water 

plays with maintaining good health. However, 

keeping those water bottles filled throughout 

the day has been tough, since traditional 

drinking fountains are not designed for this 

purpose. So, the Rincon del Diablo Municipal 

Water District (Rincon Water) partnered with 

the Escondido Union School District to install 

water bottle refill stations, also known as 

hydration stations, at three Escondido 

elementary school campuses - Bernardo, 

Miller, and North Broadway. All three schools 

receive Rincon Water through their taps. 

“With four stations at each school, students 

have easy access to fresh, cold water throughout the day,” said 

Greg Thomas, Rincon Water’s General Manager. “Beyond 

helping the kids stay healthy, the hydrations stations also help the 

environment,” said Erin Lump, Rincon Water Board Member. “48 

million water bottles end up in landfills, streets, parks, and 

waterways each day in the United States. The students are doing 

their part to help reduce pollution and trash in our community.”   

To celebrate the new hydration stations installed at Bernardo 

Elementary School campus, the Escondido Union School District 

hosted a ribbon cutting ceremony in late January. Dr. Luis 

Rankins-Ibara, the Superintendent of the School District thanked 

Rincon Water’s Board of Directors, General Manager, and staff 

for the donation of the hydration stations along with informational 

signage.  Assistant Superintendent Michael Taylor also expressed 

his appreciation for Rincon Water’s dedicated participation with 

the School District, which ranges from in-class educational 

outreach, sponsored field trips, poster contests, and water quality 

testing. 

“The hydration stations will help the school to conserve water,” 

said David Drake, Rincon Water Board Member. “It takes 1.9 

gallons of water to make and fill an eight-ounce bottle of water.  

Each time a student refills his or her water bottle, 1.7 gallons of 

water are conserved.” 
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Above, left to right:  Dr. Luis Rankins-Ibara, EUSD Superin-
tendent; David Drake, Rincon Water Director; Joan Gard-
ner, EUSD Board Member; Tegan Butler, Bernardo Stu-
dent Council President; Lisa Du Ket, Bernardo Principal; 
Erin Lump, Rincon Water Board Vice President; Greg 
Thomas, Rincon Water General Manager; and, Francis 
Spoonemore, EUSD Maintenance and Operations Director 
(also below).  

Rincon Water Installs Hydrations Stations at Three Escondido Schools 
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President    Tom Kennedy, Rainbow MWD,  tkennedy@rainbowmwd.com 

1st VP   Jim Peasley, Padre Dam MWD,  jfpeasley@cox.net 

2nd VP   Elaine Sullivan, Leucadia Wastewater District,  esullivan@lwwd.org 

Secretary   Diana Towne, Rincon del Diablo MWD,  dtowne@rinconwater.org 

Treasurer       Rich Stevenson, Sweetwater Authority,  rstevenson@sweetwater.org         

Past President    - - - 

State CSDA Rep Jo MacKenzie, Vista Irrigation District,  mackgroup@cox.net 

 
CSDA San Diego chapter  newsletter is  printed quarterly.  If you have any comments or suggestions, please direct 
them to Diana Towne, SDCSDA Board Secretary at: dtowne@rinconwater.org. 

2019 SDC CSDA Meeting Calendar  

 
Executive Board and Quarterly  

Dinner Meeting Schedule  
 

 
May 16 – Quarterly Dinner Meeting 

Jul 15 – Executive Board Meeting 

Aug 15 – Quarterly Dinner Meeting 

Oct 21 – Executive Board Meeting 

Nov 21 – Quarterly Dinner Meeting 

Downtown San Diego was the location for the Special 

Districts Leadership Academy (SDLA) conference, April 

7-10.  There were about 100 attendees, many from our 

San Diego chapter.  From first time attendees to those 

returning for additional knowledge, the conference was 

made up of board members, trustees, and staff from all 

over the State, and all types of special districts, includ-

ing but not limited to parks and recreation, library, sani-

tation, vector control, cemetery, airport, fire, community 

services, water and wastewater. 

Pictured in the upper right photo displaying SDLA certifi-

cates of completion are (left to right):  Hector Martinez, 

Director, Sweetwater Authority; Doug Wilson, VP, Pa-

dre Dam MWD; Jim Hernandez, Director, Vallecitos 

Water District; Lawrence Watt, Treasurer, Olivenhain 

MWD; Kimberly Thorner, GM, Olivenhain MWD; 

James Peasley, President, Padre Dam MWD; Carl 

Rindfleisch, Director, Rainbow MWD; Augie Scalzitti, 

Director, Padre Dam MWD; Robert M. Kephart, Secre-

tary, Olivenhain MWD; Diana Towne, Director, Rincon 

del Diablo MWD; (Chris Palmer, CSDA Public Affairs 

Field Coordinator Southern Network); Bill Pommering, 

Director, Padre Dam MWD; Ken Endter, Director, 

Fallbrook PUD, and Josie Calderon-Scott, Director, 

Sweetwater Authority. 

Those missing from this photo are Tanis Brown, Trus-

tee, North County Cemetery District; Loren Stephen-

Porter, Exec. Assistant/Board Secretary, North County 

Fire Protection District, and August Caires, Director, 

Padre Dam Municipal Water District. 
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Special Districts Leadership Academy 

2019 
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