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ASSEMBLY BILL 557 
   EMERGENCY BROWN ACT MEETING PROCEDURES

SUMMARY 

AB 557 eliminates the January 1, 2024 sunset on the 
provisions of the Brown Act that provided additional 
flexibility for local agencies looking to meet 
remotely during an emergency while still 
maintaining public access and transparency. This 
legislation will provide a narrow but important 
emergency authority, allowing local governing 
bodies to safely meet and take action during 
applicable states of emergency declared by the 
Governor. 

BACKGROUND 

AB 361 (Rivas, 2021) codified, until Jan 1, 2024, 
numerous provisions of Governor Newsom’s 
Executive Orders pertaining to the Brown Act in 
2020. The provisions only apply in the event that an 
emergency situation or public health orders prevent 
a local agency board from meeting in-person. If the 
meeting could still be held in-person without 
endangering local agency board members or 
personnel, then the local agency would not be 
permitted to rely on the provisions added to 
California Government Code section 54953 by AB 
361. Local agencies needing to meet remotely 
pursuant to those provisions are only permitted to 
do so in concert with an emergency declared by the 
Governor of California. 

PROBLEM 

While the worst of the COVID-19 pandemic appears 
to have subsided, the need to be prepared for future 
emergencies remains. Recent events in California, 
including disastrous flooding and devastating 
wildfires, underscore this point. 
 
AB 361 was extensively used by local agencies to 
meet during the pandemic and was designed to 
address all emergency situations where it would be 
unsafe, or even impossible, to meet in-person.  

 
The flexibility these provisions provide will remain a 
critical tool for use in other emergencies declared by 
the Governor even after the COVID-19 state of 
emergency expires. 
  
In cases where a state of emergency persists, AB 361 
required local agencies to renew their emergency 
remote meeting resolution within 30-days. 
However, many agencies regularly meet once-per-
month (e.g. every third-Tuesday), which is 
sometimes a span of just over 30 days. This forced 
agencies to unnecessarily move meetings to days 
and times less accustomed to the public or to 
expend unnecessary time and expense to conduct 
an additional meeting 

SOLUTION 

By removing the sunset, AB 557 preserves the 
critical flexibility for local agencies needing to meet 
remotely to continue providing the public with 
essential services during a Governor-declared 
emergency. By adjusting the renewal period for 
resolutions to 45 days (up from 30 days), AB 557 
would provide accommodation for those agencies 
regularly meeting on a fixed date every month.  

SUPPORT 

CA Special Districts Association (Co-Sponsor) 
League of California Cities (Co-Sponsor) 
CA State Association of Counties (Co-Sponsor) 

 


