Subject Line:   Please ensure our community is not left out again
Please BCC: advocacy@csda.net

Dear:

[OPTIONAL: Share any specific comments about your special district and why it is valuable to your community or deserves COVID-19 relief funding]

California’s pending state budget must support special districts, which provide critical fire protection, emergency response, water, electricity, parks and recreation, public health, and other services to our local community. Just like cities and counties, these local governments have been hit hard by COVID impacts, however, special districts are unique in that they have received no direct access to COVID-19 relief funding programs.  

You can help change that and the good news is California already has the funding available through a provision in the American Rescue Plan Act (ARP).  ARP specifically authorizes states to use federal relief funds to support special districts.  We simply need your support to direct relief funds to ALL impacted special districts, using this authority to transfer a portion of funds already available for this purpose.

You can also provide this relief without taking away support for other forms of local government. Between the Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF) and ARP, Congress has approved a projected $58.2 billion in relief funds to aid California and its local governments. Between these two funds, the State will have received a total $36.5 billion in discretionary dollars to address COVID-19 impacts–with the rest going directly to cities and counties.  That’s on top of an estimated windfall of $75 billion in unanticipated one-time revenues.

To conclude, almost nothing happens in California without the involvement of a special district at some level. These districts have risen to the occasion in the past year and done more with less, with no relief at all. That simply isn’t sustainable for another year, especially one forecasting another catastrophic fire season, the third worst drought on record, and communities in desperate need of economic and social restoration, we’re facing the specter of layoffs (more than 120,000 Californians are employed by special districts), fewer services, and reverberating impacts.

Thank you for your attention. I hope we can count on your help. 



