[Your Agency’s Letterhead]


[Date]

The Honorable Edmund G. Brown, Jr.
Governor, State of California
State Capitol
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Senate Bill 929 (McGuire) – Request for Signature

Dear Governor Brown:
[bookmark: _GoBack]
On behalf of the Board of Directors of [Name of your district], I respectfully request your signature on Senate Bill 929 (McGuire), which would require that all special districts maintain a website. [Include a brief description of your district]. 

Special districts like ours provide millions of Californians with essential local services and infrastructure. Communities form special districts when there is something the community wants, the community wants done well, and the community wants done with local control. As local service providers, few agencies in the state are as impactful on the day-to-day lives of Californians.

SB 929 will grant the public with greater access to their services, as well as greater transparency and accountability of the governing bodies who oversee them.

Specifically, SB 929 would require that, by 2020, every independent special district must have a website. The sites will meet existing local agency website requirements including: a link to the district’s meeting agendas, Financial Transaction Reports, and Compensation Reports, as well as a copy of the district’s enterprise systems catalog. The bill will also ensure the sites contain contact information for the district. SB 929 provides an exemption for districts that cannot comply due to hardships such as lacking broadband access, or the necessary finances or staff to construct and maintain a website.

We believe that special districts are the most local form of government, and we are committed to empowering our community to engage in its government. The increased transparency provided by SB 929 is consistent with our district’s outreach efforts, and making information more widely available on the Internet will improve public awareness and access to special district services in our community.

For these reasons, the [Name of your district] requests your signature on Senate Bill 929 (McGuire). Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,



[Your Name]
[Title] 

CC:	The Honorable Mike McGuire [Kimberly.Kollwitz@sen.ca.gov]
		Tom Dyer, Chief Deputy Legislative Secretary, Office of Governor Brown [leg.unit@gov.ca.gov]
		Dillon Gibbons, Senior Legislative Representative, California Special Districts Association [advocacy@csda.net]
