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• Kaanaana v. Barrett Business Services, Inc. – Public Works; Prevailing Wage.

• Pico Neighborhood Association v. City of Santa Monica – CA Voting Rights Act.

• Hill RHF Housing Partners, LP, et al. v. City of Los Angeles, et al. – Prop. 218 
Challenges. 

• Getz v. Superior Court of El Dorado County – CA Public Records Act. 
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The Constitution

Initiative #21-0042A1
• Official title prepared by the California Attorney General February 3, 2022:

• LIMITS ABILITY OF VOTERS AND STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS TO RAISE REVENUES 
FOR GOVERNMENT SERVICES. INITIATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT.

• Sponsored by the California Business Roundtable and Self-Titled:
• “Taxpayer Protection and Government Accountability Act”

• The most consequential proposal to limit the ability of the state and local 
governments to enact, modify, or expand taxes, assessments, fees, and property-
related charges since the passage of Proposition 218 (1996) and Proposition 26 
(2010)

Summary

• New and stricter rules for raising taxes, fees, assessments, and 
property-related fees

• New grounds to challenge funding sources and disrupt fiscal 
certainty.

• Retroactively void all state and local taxes or fees adopted after 
January 1, 2022 if they did not align with the provisions of the 
initiative.
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Fees

• Shall not exceed “actual cost” of providing the product or service.
• “Actual Cost” is defined as the “…minimum amount necessary…less other sources of revenue including, but not limited to taxes,

other exempt charges, grants, and state or federal funds…”

• Burden of proof heightened from a “preponderance of the evidence” to “clear 
and convincing evidence.”

• In addition to the “actual cost” limitation, fees and charges must also be 
“reasonable” to the payor; no definition for what is reasonable.

• Board must adopt, enact, create, establish, collect, increase, or extend any 
and all fees.

Taxes

• Increases threshold for voters to pass a local special tax initiative 
placed on the ballot by voters from simple majority to a two-thirds 
majority.

• Requires voter approval when an expansion of boundaries 
extends existing taxes or fees to new territory.

• New taxes can be imposed only for a specific duration.
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Impacts

• Fosters endless litigation challenging local fees claiming they are not the “minimum 
amount necessary.”

• Imposes a “race-to-the bottom” in California that will halt investment in 
technological advancements that future generations will depend upon.

• Prevents critical investments in climate adaptation and community resilience to 
address drought, flooding, and wildfire as well as reduce emissions and harmful 
pollutants.

• Exposes taxpayers to a new wave of costly litigation, limits the discretion and 
flexibility of locally elected boards, and injects uncertainty into the financing of 
infrastructure.

Timeline

• January 4:  Amended Initiative Formally Filed

• January 21:  CSDA Adopts Oppose Position

• February 3:  Attorney General Issues Title and Summary

• March 16:  Proponents Claim 25% Signature Threshold

• August 2:  Circulation Deadline for this Initiative
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By the Numbers

• Proponents must collect 997,139 valid signatures by August 2

• California Business Roundtable has raised over $10 million and spent over $8 
million to date.

• Over 100 local governments, labor and public safety leaders, and 
infrastructure advocates have formally opposed

• Over 25 special districts have formally opposed

Adopt Oppose Resolution

• To download a sample opposition resolution and learn more visit 
csda.net/take-action/voterlimitations

• In addition to the sample resolution you will find:
• CSDA Analysis
• Initiative Language
• Official Title and Summary
• LAO Fiscal Impact Estimate Report
• And More
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Special 
Districts

Meeting 
Community 
Needs

The 
Story

Fleeing the Taliban

FEC Steps In

Bringing in Partners

Rebuilding a Sense of 
Community
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It was a story that had to be told…

What 
Made This 

Work? 

Relationship
s
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Let’s Tell YOUR Stories
How are you…

… addressing California’s biggest statewide problems at the local level?

… the backbone of California’s economy?

… operating at the nexus of cutting-edge technology & community 
engagement

… serving the needs of your community? 

Some Ideas…
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Speaking of 
sharing…

Kristin Withrow
kristinw@csda.net

Or visit her table! 

Bill Romanelli
bromanelli@fsbpublicaffairs.com

Thank 
You!
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