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Dear Members & Friends,

I write to you today to let you know that
regrettably, I will step down as Chair of
the Middle East Chapter at the end of this
month. My tenure has been brief I know,
but work commitments mean that I will
shortly move companies and therefore
am relocating from the UAE in the coming
months.

Many of you will know that I have been a
CoreNet Global member for more than 10
years and I was delighted to join the
Middle East Board in 2016 assuming the
position of Chair earlier this year. I have
been honoured to have served with a
dedicated team of CRE professionals
during this time, whose commitment to
advancing the profession across the
region through the work of the Chapter
is outstanding! Member support is very
strong and I am proud to share that we
have one of the highest engagement
rates amongst our peer chapters as well
as high member retention and a strong
member growth rate.

I consider the Chapter - members, non-
members and sponsors from various
industries, like a family. We connect to
each other, collaborate with each other,
learn from each other, and develop
together which truly is the ethos of the
organisation.

I would like to take this opportunity to
thank you all for your unstinting support!
We will announce the next Chair of the
Chapter later this month.
Yours sincerely,

Ali Lalehparvar
Chair - Middle East Chapter

Upcoming Events
29 June 2022
LIVE
Let's start with the end value in mind...
The lost value of digitising your projects
and assets
Zabeel House, Dubai
Register

20 July 2022
VIRTUAL
Data-driven CREM: Why platforms and
digital twins are the future
Zoom Webinar
Registration opens soon

Event Spotlight

Let's start with the end value in
mind...

Act swiftly as spaces really are limited
for our June event NEXT WEEK! Based
on the new du HQ, Jens Lund,
Managing Director, IT-Serve; Mahmoud
El Charif, Head of Digital Construction,
Urban Surveys and Ben Corrigan,
Managing Director, Bluehaus Group will
demonstrate how they use data and
industry specific technology to enhance
project delivery and the user experience,
from Concept to Occupancy and for the
duration of the building and fit-out
lifecycle. They believe the true value of
this data is not being realised to the
benefit of Clients and end-users.
Register via the link above!

Bosses wanting a return to office face off with workers
who want to stay home
The idea of working in the office, all day, every day? No thanks, say workers. To Jonathan
Pruiett, it just didn't make sense. A geospatial analyst who updates Google maps for a
living, Pruiett had been called back to his company's offices in Bothell, Washington, five
days a week, starting June 6. Like many on his team, Pruiett had only worked remotely,
having started the job in the pandemic. He'd adapted well to it, finding efficiencies such as
multitasking during virtual meetings, using the time to process data. And yet, now he was
being told to report to office. Anyone who failed to report within three days of the return
date would be processed as having abandoned their job. Read the full story here

Career Action Centre

Did you know we have a

Check Us Out

Last month we held a great

Sweet Savings

Take a break from the

https://resources.corenetglobal.org/Meetings/Meeting.aspx?ID=13017
https://www.npr.org/2022/06/05/1102744672/remote-work-from-home-return-to-office-covid-pandemic-workers-apple-google?t=1655893833958


careers service? Check out
the link below to learn more
on posting a job, searching
for a job, posting an
internship, searching for an
internship and much more.
At the careers action centre
you’ll find resources to help
you along the way, no
matter where you are in your
professional journey. Now
more than ever, corporate
real estate professionals are
integral to aligning real
estate strategy with the
business strategy to
positively impact an
organisation’s bottom line. 

Learn More

event at LVL Wellbeing at
Downtown Dubai. The panel
discussion featured Gloria
Mamwa, Standard
Char te red Leah Cotterill,
C i g n a , Mark Colbourne
MBE and LVL's CEO Gary
Blowers who moderated the
discussion and sharing of
inspirational leadership tips
when it comes to wellbeing.
Check out the video in the
link below which provides a
great overview of the event
and highlights to the true
value of being a CoreNet
Global member. A special
thanks to LVL for hosting!

Video

summer heat and enjoy this
sweet deal. Join our global
network of professionals and
engage with our busy Middle
East Chapter. There really
are lots of benefits! Enter
code SUMMER15 to save
15% on your new
membership. One benefit to
spotlight is The Source—
the app that gives you CRE
content 24/7. The app is
updated daily to keep you in
the know about all things
CRE. access to relevant
content that informs your
role as a corporate real
estate professional.

Join

A big thank you to Horton Interiors for
renewing their annual sponsorship
support of our Chapter. Horton has
been a sponsor for some years and
their representatives regularly attend
events. In case you are not familiar with
them, they are an established leading
provider of interior design, commercial
fit-outs, consultancy and furniture
services in the GCC and are an
internationally acclaimed British-led
corporation. Established almost a
decade ago, the company is an
unprecedented platform for interior
design and fit-out needs. The business
has grown extensively having catered
for a range of prominent organisations.
To view their client list Click Here 

Interested to join the prestigious line-
up of sponsors? Email Sponsorship
Chairs Jack Cone or Sharon Withe.

New Member Spotlight New Member Spotlight

Meet our new member Zeeshan
Razzaqi, Director for Global Business
at Bisdesk.com the largest flexspace
marketplace in UAE that is rapidly
expanding internationally. Zeeshan is
a business development specialist
with 14+ years experience as the
catalyst for delivering bespoke
solutions for clients across the world.
During his career, he has had
exposure across multiple product and
service based industries which puts
him in the unique position to
be advising end-users, service
providers, landlords as well as policy
makers on their flexspace related
requirements. Welcome Zeeshan and
we are delighted you were able to join
our event last month!
Zeeshan Razzaqi | LinkedIn

Meet new member James Hodgetts
MRICS and Director of Offices,
Business Space with the Industrial &
Logistics Division at JLL. Welcome
James! James started with JLL in
2017 and was responsible for
sourcing the best space for clients to
suit their business needs whilst
maximising workplace flexibility and
productivity. The key to James’
success is understanding a client’s
short and long-term business
objectives and occupancy
requirements and then negotiating the
best lease terms and costs
minimising risk exposure for his
clients. In 2020, he took over
responsibility for JLL’s Industrial and
Logistics agency in the Middle East.
James Hodgetts | LinkedIn

Annual Sponsors
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