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PROPOSED MODIFICATION TO PRACTICE 5-17 (Redline follows) 

5.17 Marking Preservation 

Practice Statement: 
The excavator protects and preserves the staking, marking, or other designation of underground 
facilities until no longer required for proper and safe excavation. The excavator stops excavating and 
notifies the 811 center for re-marks if any facility mark is removed or is no longer visible. 

Practice Description: 
During an excavation project, the marks for underground facilities may need to be in place far longer 
than the locating method is durable. Painting, staking, and other marking techniques can be 
compromised by construction activity, weather, and unauthorized removal, and may last only as  
circumstances allow. When a mark is no longer visible, but work continues around the facility, the 
excavator requests a re-mark to ensure the protection of the facility. 

Reference: 

• Existing state law, including Ohio 

 

 

REDLINE MODIFICATIONS TO 5-17 BELOW 

5.17 Marking Preservation 

 

Practice Statement: 

The  excava tor p rotects and  prese rves the  staking, m arking, or o the r designa tion  of 
underground  facilitie s un til no  longer required  for p roper and  sa fe  excava tion . The  
excava tor stops excava ting and  notifie s the  811 cen te r for re -m arks if any facility m ark is 
rem oved  or is no  longe r visib le . 

Practice Description: 

During long, com plex p rojects an  excava tion  project, the  m arks for underground  facilitie s 
m ay need  to  be  in  p lace  fa r longe r than  the  loca ting m e thod  is durab le . Pa in ting, staking, 
and  o the r m arking techniques can  be  com prom ised  by construction  activity, wea the r, and  
unauthorized  rem oval, and  m ay la st on ly as long as the  wea the r and  o the r variab le s 
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circum stances a llow. When a  m ark is no  longer visib le , bu t work continues a round  the  
facility, the  excava tor requests a  re -m ark to  ensure  the  p rotection  of the  facility. 

Re fe re n ce : 

• Existing sta te  law, includ ing Ohio  
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