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PROPOSED MODIFICATION TO PRACTICE 4-8 (Redline follows) 

4.8 Facility Marking 

Practice Statement: 
Facilities are adequately marked for conditions. 

Practice Description: 
Facility locators match markings to the existing and expected surface conditions. Markings may include 
one or any combination of the following: paint, chalk, flags, stakes, brushes. All marks extend a 
reasonable distance beyond the bounds of the requested area. Proper training for all facility locators 
includes properly identifying the varying surface and environmental conditions that exist in the field and 
what marking methods should be used. Conditions that may affect markings are rain, snow, vegetation, 
high traffic, construction, etc. 

Offset markings offer a valuable marking alternative by providing precise measurements/directions from 
established and permanent objects, assisting contractors in preserving marks, and conducting 
excavation best practices.  They enhance visibility and durability in diverse weather conditions, serving 
as reliable reference points to ensure accuracy of establishing the tolerance zone and safety throughout 
construction, regardless of the weather.  Communication with the contractor is also critical when using 
offset marking to describe locate utilities. 

 

REDLINE MODIFICATIONS TO 4-8 BELOW 

4.8 Facility Marking 

 

Practice Statement: 

Facilitie s are  adequate ly m arked  for cond itions. 

Practice Description: 

Facility loca tors m atch  m arkings to  the  existing and  expected  surface  conditions. Markings 
m ay include  one  or any com bina tion  of the  following: pa in t, cha lk, flags, stakes, b rushes, or 
offse ts. All m arks extend  a  reasonable  d istance  beyond  the  bounds of the  requested  a rea . 
Prope r tra in ing for a ll facility loca tors includes prope rly iden tifying the  varying surface  and  
environm enta l conditions tha t exist in  the  fie ld  and  what m arking m e thods should  be  used . 
Cond itions tha t m ay a ffect m arkings a re  ra in , snow, vege ta tion , h igh  tra ffic, construction , 
e tc. 
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Offse t m arkings offe r a  va luab le  m arking a lte rna tive  by provid ing precise  
m easurem ents/d irections from  estab lished  and  pe rm anent ob jects, a ssisting contractors in  
p rese rving m arks, and  conducting excava tion  best p ractices.  They enhance  visib ility and  
durab ility in  d ive rse  wea the r conditions, se rving as re liab le  re fe rence  poin ts to  ensure  
accuracy of e stab lish ing the  to le rance  zone  and  sa fe ty th roughout construction , regard le ss 
of the  wea the r.  Com m unica tion  with  the  contractor is a lso  critica l when  using offse t 
m arking to  describe  u tilitie s. 
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