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Thomas Baird, founding shareholder, Baird, Crews, Schiller & Whitaker, P.C., 
leads the firm’s Estate Planning, Business Entities, Family Business Succession Planning, 
and Real Estate practices. 

Greg Brown, CPA, Senior Manager at Crowe LLP, has more than 12 years of 
experience working for construction industry clients and is the lead for Crowe's 
heavy/highway/civil segment. His expertise helping clients evaluate and implement 
industry best practices has helped improve profitability of the clients he serves. Projects 
that he has managed include evaluations of companies’ overhead structure, succession 
planning, turn-around consulting, change order management, and working 
capital/liquidity enhancement. He currently serves as President and Board Member for 

the Dallas/Ft. Worth Chapter and Chair of the National CFMA Heavy/Highway Committee. He recently 
presented at the National CFMA conference in Miami and has contributed articles to both ENR-
Texas/Louisiana edition and the CFMA “Talking Heavy” e-publication. 

Tony Brigmon, Former Ambassador of Fun at Southwest Airlines, is a party 
animal.  He’s been known to stay up well past nine o’clock drinking root beer and telling G-
rated jokes.  Sure, the neighbors complain, but that doesn’t stop him. Because Tony is 
serious about having fun.  Serious fun, with serious results. 

Because of his questionable spelling skills, Tony learned at an early age that his name spelled backward 
is “YNOT.”  As in, “YNOT take a closer look at his book?” Or “YNOT smile when you should be crying?” 

As the former Ambassador of FUN™ for the highly successful Southwest Airlines, Tony was one of the 1st 
to pioneer the positive culture movement in corporate America. “Fun” was the power of “positivity” 
that helped catapult a small carrier into a force that changed the airline industry. 

Today, Tony is a popular conference speaker -- teaching audiences how to have more fun, get more 
done, and bring out the best in everyone. 

Former CEO of Southwest Airlines Howard Putnam says: “Tony has a gift for looking at life in a fun way 
and capturing life lessons in a manner that 'sticks' – making them easy to recall and use."  Tony’s friends 
say that no one should have so much fun while sober. Tony’s wife said she has had about all the 
cheerfulness she can stand. 

“Fun” transformed this author’s work and life. YNOT discover how the serious power of fun can 
transform the next 30 seconds of your day or 30 years of your life?  



Scott Copeland, Market Vice-President – Central Texas, Zeno Imaging, has 
helped to build a value driven culture that has achieved significant growth without 
sacrificing focus on client satisfaction. He has played a central role in Zeno's rapid 
expansion in the Texas marketplace while continuing to develop Zeno's highly 
successful Enterprise Deployment and Professional Services divisions. 

 

 

Christopher Cannon, North Texas Market Director, Zeno Imaging, is an 
Experienced Business Executive with a demonstrated history of working in the 
document automation and equipment industry. Skilled in Salesforce.com, Business-
to-Business (B2B), Account Management, Sales, and Solution Selling. Strong sales 
professional with a Business Admin focused in 2002 from Metropolitan State College 
of Denver. 

 

Riley Epps, Managing Partner of State Tax Advisors, has  over 20 years’ 
experience in State and Local Taxes including sales and use, motor fuels and excise, 
and income/franchise taxes. His extensive multi-state experience includes 
compliance review, taxability research, nexus determination, audit defense and 
support, voluntary disclosure negotiation and managed audits. 
 
Riley Epps holds a bachelor’s Degree in business administration and Accounting and 

an additional bachelor’s Degree in Marketing, both from the University of Houston. Using this 
uncommon blend of technical skill and marketing acumen, mixed with his entrepreneurial spirit, Riley 
has enjoyed success with a Big Five Firm and as a small business owner.  
 
Riley was employed by Deloitte and Touche, L.L.P. for six years and was instrumental in building the 
state and local tax practice.  He left to establish R.G. Epps & Co. and built a thriving state and local tax 
firm.  Next, he successfully merged his company with a national property tax firm.  The result was a full-
service state and local tax consulting and software company.  Having accepted a buyout offer from the 
national property tax firm and its investors, Riley formed State Tax Advisors in 2002. 
 
State Tax Advisors is a full-service state and local tax consulting firm that provides strategic knowledge 
and experience in sales and use tax consulting, including audit representation and defense, and 
compliance outsourcing, including return preparation, nexus studies, voluntary disclosure agreements 
and registration services. 
 

Jake Guarino, Executive Vice President, Zeno Imaging, is a hands-on business 
executive with a proven track record in enterprise sales and executive management. 
Ten years of industry experience in the Manage Print Services segment. Industry 
knowledge to configure and deploy Manage Print Services on local and national level. 
Eleven years of operations experience compliments the success he has achieved in 
sales at the enterprise level. Leadership and sales methodology incorporate strategic 
business analysis, team development, contract negotiations and supply chain 

 

 

 

 



oversight. Exhibits a clear understanding of corporate financials and skill toward effective forecasting 
and budgeting. An effective leader with exceptional skills in building a profitable business and client 
relationships. Contributed member of the Leadership Council of each of the three private companies he 
worked with over a thirteen-year period. 

 

James Lewing, Captain of Operations Bureau for Bell County 

Sheriff’s Department, has over 40 years of law enforcement experience with 

adverse array of departments and units including Houston SWAT Team and Chief of 

Police of Troy, Texas.    

 

 

Cyndi Mergele, Senior Director, Technology and Management 

Consulting, RSM US LLP, uses her broad base of human resources 
experience to serve clients across numerous industries, including manufacturing, 
high-tech, construction, not-for-profit, and government contracting. She has 
consulted with both large and small firms and has managed startup entities. Her 
focus on human resources strategy, compliance, policy and program 
development, as well as merger and acquisition strategy, helps clients understand 
and solve their most complex work force issues. Cyndi is a frequent speaker at 
local and national conferences and has been published in several periodicals and 

trade publications. 

Her areas of specialty include strategic human resources planning initiatives, local and global staffing 
and recruiting, human resources administration, compensation and benefits, human resources 
investigations and litigation support, human resources information systems/payroll systems selection 
and implementation, and retirement plan consulting. 

 

Angela R. Morelock, CPA, ABV, CFE, CFF, Managing Partner, Forensics & 
Valuation Services, IT Risk Services and Enterprise Risk Solutions, has more 
than 25 years of experience and is the managing partner of three of BKD’s national 
consulting practices. In addition, she leads BKD’s national forensic accounting and 
investigations team, where she provides fraud investigation and prevention, complex 
litigation support and forensic accounting services for a variety of businesses. She 
also regularly provides consulting and expert witness assistance to attorneys in 
various litigation matters. Angela and her team have investigated some of the largest 

fraud cases in the U.S., and her clients include the FBI, U.S. Department of Justice and U.S. Attorney’s 
Office. 
 
Angela is a member of the Association of Certified Fraud Examiners (ACFE), American Institute of CPAs 
(AICPA) and Missouri Society of Certified Public Accountants. 
 

 

 

 



 

Wayne Newitts, Director of Strategic Partnerships at Viewpoint, one of the 
leading providers of software solutions for the construction industry, was 
previously head of marketing at Dexter + Chaney, which is now part of the 
Viewpoint family. Newitts began his career as an engineer and project manager and 
has spent the majority of his professional life designing, implementing, and 
promoting technology within the construction industry. His personal life is 
dominated by his energetic Golden Retriever Trixie, with whom he lives in sunny 
Portland, OR. He can be reached at wayne.newitts@viewpoint.com.  

 

 

Andy Patron, principal with FMI, has a primary focus is on the evaluation, 
creation and implementation of training programs designed to develop 
leadership, project execution, organizational and operational excellence. He also 
works with clients to help them manage their succession planning process and 
strategy implementation. Andy’s enthusiastic approach draws from his real-
world experience, leading and managing people and improving work process in 
many industries, specifically in construction. 

Andy brings a 25-year history with private and public sector owners and 

contractors. He started his career as a management engineer; analyzing 

operations, studying work process flow and creating industrial engineering solutions for a national 

healthcare provider. Andy later went on to manage the planning, design and construction of their major 

medical facilities. He has been responsible for the day-to-day operations of a residential builder and he 

has a practical understanding of the unique field challenges that exist within the construction industry. 

He has also been a worldwide project manager for a Fortune 100 information technology company and 

understands the complexities of working across continents and cultures. He leverages this broad 

industry experience to deliver consistent and practical solutions.  

 

Robert Regueiro, Vice President in McGriff’s Financial Services Division, began 
his career in the insurance industry with McGriff in 2008.  His areas of expertise 
include directors and officers liability, professional liability, employment practices 
liability, fiduciary liability, commercial crime, cyber / privacy risk and special crime. He 
has extensive experience in structuring and placing executive liability programs for 
several Fortune 1000 companies including large, complex D&O programs in foreign 

jurisdictions for several multi-national companies.  Robert has a BBA in Finance and Economics from 
Baylor University with a Concentration in International Business.  

 

Chad Williamson, Vice President in McGriff’s Financial Services Division, began 
his career as a Catastrophe Claims Representative in 2005. His experience includes 
directors and officers liability, fiduciary liability, employment practices liability, 
professional / errors and omissions liability, commercial crime, special crime, and cyber 
/ privacy coverage. His career highlights include working to provide management 
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liability solutions for entities ranging from non-profit organizations with under $1 Million in assets to 
real estate organizations with over $2 Billion in assets; managing an annual underwriting book of $6 
Million in premiums; and handling property claims during Hurricane Katrina.  Chad received his BBA 
from Texas Tech University. 

 

 

  




