Share the Value, Share Your Experience
Personal Relationships

“With CFMA, the opportunities for personal growth are endless.  Make the connection.  I wish I had joined years ago – thank you!”
	Keith Worker, Harrisburg, PA
 
“For 20 years, CFMA has been my Power Connection.  When I have questions, issues or just need a mental health break.  Through CFMA publications, Connection Café, local and national contacts, I am never alone as a financial manager in the construction industry.”
Bill Mee, Massachusetts Chapter

“Value is in building long lasting relationships with very intelligent construction financial managers.”
Fred Stremble, Southern Ontario Chapter

“Each year, making new friends and connecting with old ones keeps bringing me back.”
	Gretchen Kelly, Twin Cities Chapter

“My single-most important experience in CFMA started over 20 years ago and continues today!  CFMA has created many long-term friendships that continue and continue to grow.  My professional knowledge and expertise have also grown and flourished as a result of all of CFMA’s educational opportunities.  Additionally, my involvement in the association itself has led to a great sense of accomplishment and success.  I cannot imagine what my life would have been like without CFMA – it has been a life-altering experience!”
	Raymond Dauplaise, Massachusetts & Rhode Island Chapters

“My experience with CFMA has been awesome.  The relationships I have formed – their value cannot be measured.  I am so honored to be a part of my local Chapter.  I have truly gained life-long friends and relationships from fellow local chapter members, fellow Spring Creek attendees, and the many wonderful people at our National CFMA office (Mike M, Dean & Erica) – they are awesome!”
	Sharon Vance, Middle Tennessee Chapter

“From Chapter level to National, CFMA has been an incredible benefit both professionally and personally.  I can’t think of a better recommendation to others in our industry to learn, grow and make life-long friends.”
	Lisa Vandergriff, Last Frontier Chapter

“CFMA has connected me with people throughout our industry that I would have never met otherwise.  My career has been better and more enjoyable because of my experiences within CFMA.”
	Mike Orr, Dallas-Fort Worth Chapter

“The relationships I’ve developed.  Professional connections that allow me to pick up the phone and ask for advice or feedback and get it without hesitation.  Personal friendships that I will always have.”
	Charlotte Ricaud, SouthCentral Louisiana

“As someone who was new to the industry, CFMA has been an integral part of my increased knowledge and I have made some of the best relationships with people not only in my Chapter but across the country.
	Susan Annette Johnson, Valley of the Sun Chapter

“Great CPE and an opportunity to get to know my local members better and meet some members from other chapters.”
	Brian Frank, Des Moines, IA



Business Relationships

“Met Scott Humrickhouse of FMI and we are going to talk about doing a construction seminar in my market where he will be a presenter.”
	Laura B. Culp, Northeast Ohio Chapter

“It was due to a long friendship between two CFMA members that ultimately resulted in the merging of our two companies – one in Las Vegas, NV and the other in Houston, TX.”
	Steve Lords, Las Vegas Chapter

“West coast GC came to east coast and needed a specialty subcontractor.  The GC’s CFO was a CFMA member, and the specialty subcontractor’s CFO was a member.  Through that CFMA affiliation, we got the job from the GC, performed, and got paid.  A win/win situation.”
	Nino Morello, Philadelphia Chapter

 “I met a CFMA member who was the controller for a subcontractor.  He later went on to work as Controller of Ketel One.  My company built the Ketel One corporate offices because of that relationship.”
	Jackie Buck, Orange County Chapter
 
“I enjoy meeting so many new colleagues with which to share info and ideas.”
	Denise Lade, Greater Washington DC Chapter

 “CFMA connections with other members have been extremely valuable to our company.  I have been able to tap into the experience of countless members to help us address business challenges.”
	Rich King, Berks-Lehigh Chapter

“Two hours before a bid was due, the company owner asked me what taxes were for one of the western states.  I went online and couldn’t easily find a website with that information.  I then went to CFMA’s website and looked up one of my CFMA friends in that state.  After a couple of minutes of ‘hellos’ I learned the sales tax rate, the gross receipts rates, and a few local contacts in that state.  When I gave the information to the company owner, he asked me how I got so much information so quickly.  I told him, ‘that’s the value of CFMA membership.’”
	Nino Morello, Philadelphia Chapter

“Four years ago, I didn’t understand construction accounting.  Two years ago, I attended my first CFMA conference as a non-member.  Since then, I have become a CFMA member, passed the CCIFP certification exam, made contacts all over the country, gained a wealth of knowledge.  My company also hired an HR consulting firm and an attorney through CFMA.  Recently, I was hired by a new company because I had my CCIFP designation.  I am here to say, an employer has no idea the difference CFMA can make in an employee and the company with only a small outlay of money (dues and conference costs).  CFMA ROCKS!”
	Terrence Bax, Kansas City Chapter






Organization/Membership

“CFMA offers an opportunity to hear about the ways others in my field are solving problems I face every day.  You just don’t get that anywhere else.”
	Pamela Hepburn, Northwest Ohio Chapter
 
“My experience in the mentoring program was one of the most rewarding experiences of my life, both career-wise and personally.  I can’t say enough about the program.”
	Trema Martin-Wilcox, Maryland Chapter
 
“Networking with other members; sharing information.”
	Mark Broussard, SouthCentral Louisiana Chapter

 “CFMA has helped me grow professionally as well as individually.  I’ve always been a naturally introverted person.  CFMA has given me the tools to step outside my comfort zone and develop valuable leadership skills.”
	Lillie Smotherman, Piedmont Chapter

 “I’m a new CFMA member (joined a few weeks ago) and am thoroughly impressed with the quality of the organization, the spirit of its members, and the resources it provides.  Enjoying the Conference!!”
Les Sakamoto, Honolulu Chapter

“United we can accomplish what seems next to impossible.  The delivery of the two new mini-conferences and significant progress on the e-learning courses would not have been possible without the incredible teamwork of HQ, Committee members, and other volunteers.”
Therese Litton, Puget Sound Chapter

“The value of the networking and hearing what others are doing in their environment is great.”
Rich Block, Valley of the Sun Chapter

“Our local meeting schedule allows me to keep up-to-date on local developments, as well as keep current on industry developments.”
	Joe Kopp, Kansas City Chapter

“For the first three years of my membership, I relied on CFMA publications, education modules and chapter programming to guide me as a new CFM.  Then I became involved in my chapter and the benefits grew exponentially.”
	Tracey Fenolio, Chicago Chapter

“The value of CFMA is bound only by one’s investment in the Chapters and National.  I have jumped in and given my Chapter and National all that I can through volunteering.  I have been paid back in so many ways.  The connections, professional contacts, and friends made have made my contributions worthwhile.  I can only hope to continue to pay back the association that has given me so much.”
	Patrick Cebelak, Lansing Chapter


Conference

“At last year’s Las Vegas conference, I contracted with a vendor, National Registered Agents, Inc., to provide state statutory agent services at a tremendous saving to our company – that paid for the trip and will for years to come.”
	Mark Watkins, Northeast Ohio Chapter

“The very first session I attend is helping to answer a client’s question on indirect and equipment costs.  I can now better and more fully explain what needs to be done and how.”
	Chris Ciccone, Triangle Chapter

 “Beyond any of the individual seminars or session, I personally, and my company, benefit from the contacts and connections made to allow me to share ideas, knowledge and experiences and learn from those of the hundreds of other professional and have connections to continue to benefit from these things well into the future.”
Samantha Hutchison, Houston Chapter

“Content of information was fantastic, speakers brought in were amazing.  Definitely worth the trip and time spent.”
	Nathan Peoples, Colorado Chapter

“The 2010 Tax Update was timely and alerted me to additional documentation ideas.”
	Michael J. Kehoe, Colorado Chapter

“The conferences are great experiences to learn and grow with meeting people within the same industry around the world.”
	Jaime Duncan, Colorado Chapter

“CFMA’s conferences are always chock full of value, with educational offerings and the opportunity to network with other fellow CFMs to share ideas, best practices, etc.  Some of the scheduling has been challenging, particularly in the case of Sunday, where a conflict was apparent with the BoD meeting and another class.”
	Kari Juvera, Albuquerque Chapter

“Add information technology showcase to general sessions for vendors to present capabilities to groups.”
	Mike Ragan, Workflow Professionals

“My first time here, an awesome experience.  A true networking place to share our thoughts and develop our common goals.”
	Jeevan Pokharel, Anchorage, AK

“Excellent classes and presentations.  Always get a take away to use at the office.”
	Pat Hurst, Philadelphia Chapter

“Not a friendly hotel.  Next time make sure you pick correctly.”
	Veronica Morales, 915-892-1675

“Was a fantastic luncheon with fabulous entertainment.”
	Barbara Baekey, Eugene, OR

“The chapter awards breakfast was a bit too long.”
	Garrett Sullivan, Honolulu Chapter



Conference (cont’d)
 
“Great conference – I was able to reconnect with the bonding agent I worked with when I first entered the industry in 1988, as well as getting the opportunity to meet and connect with many other professionals from all over the country.  Thank you.”
	Michael Sardo, Greater Washington DC Chapter

“I have thoroughly enjoyed my first CFMA conference and look forward to attending again in the future.”
	Jennifer Haub, Chicago Chapter

“The CFMA annual conference is by far the best venue for learning and sharing with colleagues and peers.  Also the best value.  So far, all classes have nailed down what is going on in today’s times.”
	Darryl Shupe, Kansas City Chapter

“Each time I come to this conference, I come stressed out and almost burnt out.  When I leave, I am rejuvenated and motivated!”
	Don Stachowiak, Fox River Valley Chapter

“After last year’s conference we implemented 100 electronic payroll using direct deposit, payroll cards and an online check stub vendor, saving postage, printing, processing and reducing the opportunity for fraud.”
	Pamela Hepburn, Northwest Ohio Chapter

“One needs to come to the conference to renew thoughts, see with a different perspective, and go forward with refreshed enthusiasm.”
	George Maguire, non-affiliated member

“We are always too busy to take time to expand our knowledge.  This is the opportunity to take that time.”	
	Ward Letvin, Honolulu Chapter

“We are in a downward mode at our company and I have picked up many ideas and techniques to help make it through these hard times.”
	Balinda Pegram, Mississippi Chapter

“This facility is great!  So far, I’ve learned a lot.  Hope to be able to go to another conference – this is my first.”
	Jane Ralston, Triangle Chapter

“I was really impressed with all the programs – thought they could have been longer.”
	Corey Deible, Pittsburgh Chapter

“It’s been a lot of great meetings, vendor exhibits, and fun!”
	Ben Nakaroker (SP?), Hawaii

“I haven’t been to a CFMA conference since New Orleans as I had my lovely daughter Maddie 5 years ago and travel didn’t fit in the new schedule.  My husband and I decided to take Maddie with us to this conference and I was truly amazed when I was registering at the timeliness and interesting variety of classes being offered.  I attended the new “contracts” mini-conference on Sunday and really felt the information given was a valuable asset.  The presenter was very knowledgeable and did a super job of involving participants.  It is great to be back at the CFMA Annual Conference.”
	Pam Dobbels, Quad Cities Chapter
 


Conference (cont’d)
 
“Part of the value for me comes from the opportunity to bring my controller to this event, away from the day-to-day duties to be ‘fed’ – educational support of the highest standards.”
	Dave Roddick, Silicon Valley Chapter

 “The great networking experience.  By meeting with your peers to share ideas without having to worry about sharing company information with a competitor.”
Lori Eaker, Twin Cities Chapter

“Love the opportunity to reunite with old friends.”
	Chip Keith, Austin, TX

“Awesome.”
	Kevin Lynch, Northwest Washington Chapter

 “The conferences have inspired me to be more involved in all processes of our company…to increase the communication and trust between our accounting department and the estimating, project management, and marketing teams.”
	Stephanie Magenau, Twin Cities Chapter

“At a previous conference, I attended a session on 401(k) to add to my knowledge, but added to that from 2 members sharing experiences at dinner.  When I got back to the office, I made changes in out practices to bullet-proof us if we experienced an audit.”
	Kevin Foley, Philadelphia Chapter

“You know when you are attending a worthwhile conference when you keep thinking of ways and areas where you can apply the knowledge/ideas/tools you take-away from the sessions you attend.  This morning, I was able to immediately apply two take-aways from Mr. Shafer’s presentation.  This happens time and again in the sessions at the CFMA conferences.”
	Mike Richard, Maine Chapter

“Gained some great ideas for prequalifying subs.  Also, some good ways to help manage subs who request early payment or reduction of retainage.”
	Jim Rossini, Jacksonville, FL

“Learned about the idea of importing a cleared checks file directly to our accounting software from our bank at last year’s conference, saving 8 hours per month for one employee.”
	Pamela Hepburn, Northwest Ohio Chapter

“Courses are great!  Very helpful.”
	Veronica Morales, 915-862-1675

“The network and advice of the teachers was tremendous.”
	Tammy Potter, Last Frontier Chapter

“I get so much out of CFMA and the annual conference.  Each year, I go home with valuable ideas, enhanced motivation, and new friends/business contacts.  Thank you for your efforts.”
	Michael Spinosa, Central NY Chapter


Conference (cont’d)

 “I really enjoyed the conference.  It had a variety of seminars, so in my opinion, everyone could benefit in some way.  I met many wonderful resources and hope to return in the future.
	Leighann Travis, Piedmont Chapter

“Computers need to be set up with default menu to CFMA conference.  Adobe was not set up on the computer I was on to print course syllabus.  Need to give us notebooks to put them all in and make 3 hole punch paper available.”
	Moe Wells

“Nobody moved my cheese!  The networking experience is wonderful!”
	Marylynn Jones, SouthCentral Louisiana

“Excellent cash management tools and ideas for business development.”
	Wes Mikuni, Honolulu Chapter

“It’s great to see folks I met at prior conferences.  I particularly enjoyed Ross Shafer – his presentation validated my company’s beliefs and values, plus he presented quite well and made it interesting.”
	Diahan Ehasz, Colorado Chapter

“I received a subcontractor analysis spreadsheet at this year’s conference that will greatly assist in our subcontractor prequalification process.”
	Brad Robinson, Charlotte Chapter

“Great conference.  Good speakers and topics.  Fantastic location!! Thanks for all you do to put this conference on.”
	Moe Wells

 “Coming from a non-financial background, this conference has provided me with valuable insights and take aways.  Linking the financial pieces to our operational people will be a key going forward.”
	Raymond Nii, Hawaii
 
“All of the classes I have attended at the annual conference have been great.”
	Ryan Evans, Valley of the Sun Chapter
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