
President’s Message by Jay Freiermuth 

I am writing this article as Steve Tenney is “patiently” waiting for me to get it done.  It seems like this time of year be-
comes busier and busier each year and time gets away from us all as more and more deadlines approach and the 
hours of the day go by quickly. 

This will be my last article as the president of the Iowa Chapter and I would like to thank everyone and especially the 
board for helping me through everything we have done this year.  We’ve accomplished a lot this past year and I tried 
to recap some of this in the last newsletter.  Serving on the board takes effort and dedication and I hope everyone 
appreciates the time the board spends to keep this association running, I know I do.  We continue to work on the for-
mation of our committee structure and I think this will continue for some time.  I hope that if you are called upon to 
assist in a committee you will consider giving some of your time and effort to assist the committee chairs. 

I will become past president in April and at that time I get to sit back and put my two cents in while Mike Schroeder 
from The Weitz Company takes over as president.  I know Mike will do a great job and will continue to improve upon 
what we have done over the past year and will do even more in order to make the chapter stronger. 

Finally, I would like to thank Kevin Schlueter for his role as president of the national associa-
tion.  This takes a tremendous amount of time and effort and Kevin has done an excellent job 
of leading the association as a whole.  It has been a great benefit to us on the board to be able 
to tap into some of Kevin’s experiences at the national level and use this as we continue to try 
and improve as a local chapter. 

Best of luck to everyone as you try and get through the busy tax season!  I hope 2007 is a 
prosperous year for everyone.  Thank you! 
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Overview of CFMA Chapter Affiliation Agreement 

The Iowa Chapter has joined over two dozen other CFMA Chapters in complying with the Chapter Affiliation Agree-
ment.  This is the result of hard work and focus by your chapter leaders and is another example of the “behind the 
scenes” efforts that makes the Iowa chapter successful because of member involvement. 

As a reminder, the objective for the Agreement is to provide accountability, set basic requirements for consistency, 
and obtain knowledge to better assist chapters in providing value to their members. 

This Agreement will provide the optimum relationship between CFMA Headquarters and the 89 chapters.  The guid-
ing framework for this Agreement is “By Chapters, For Chapters.” 

Mutual Support—CFMA agrees to provide guidance to Chapter for its governance and operations. This may include 
leadership training, templates, and model documents.  Chapter agrees to encourage its members to participate in 
CFMA activities and otherwise support CFMA to the fullest extent possible.   

Common Goals—CFMA and Chapter agree to promote the purpose of CFMA as described in CFMA’s Core Pur-
(Continued on page 2) 
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Every newsletter we will highlight one of our local chapter 
member so we can “Get to Know” them.   

Name:  Jim McFadden 

Grew up:  On a farm outside of At-
lantic, IA 

College attended and degree:  
Graduated from the University of 
Northern Iowa in 1997 with a degree 
in Accounting 

First job after college:  Auditor with 
Clifton Gunderson 

Current employer and position:  Wolf Construction – Con-
troller 

Size of accounting staff:  3 

Company history/profile:  Wolf Construction was founded in 
1997 and it has grown to employ close to 100 employees 
today.  Wolf is a non-union shop (except for some wood 
framing projects) working on both commercial and residential 
projects.  Wolf does wood framing, siding, roofing, window 
installation, interior trim, prefabricated walls and concrete 
work. 

CFMA member since:  2006 

What you like most about CFMA:  CFMA is a great way to 
interact and network on both a professional and personal 
level.  It is nice to put a face with a name and makes it easier 
to work with Company’s once you have had the personal 
contact.  It is also a great way to stay up to date on current 
topics at the monthly meetings or through the Building Profits 
magazine. 

What more you would like CFMA to provide:  Continue to 
talk about current and relevant industry topics.  Would like to 
see the Chapter develop a system to anonymously contrib-
ute, on a decided topic, the current practices of members’ 
employers (ex:  employer match/coverage on benefits, vehi-
cle policies, etc) 

How you spend your time outside of the office:  Enjoy 
water and snow skiing, time on the Waverunner and hanging 
out with family. 

Who has influenced you the most in your past:  By far my 
father. 

Something not everyone knows about you:  Took a 1 yr 
sabbatical to go to Bible College and also taught a personal 
budget and finance course at First Federated Church. 

Last book read:  Laugh Again by Charles Swindoll 
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Get to know—Jim McFadden 

Member news 

Members on the move—Kevin Schlueter has joined JVC Builders 

Members in the news—A couple of member companies were recently 
recognized in the Des Moines Business Record for their focus on safety 
and their safety results.  Story Construction Co. of Ames has recorded 
1.41 million man-hours without a lost-time injury since Jan. 15, 2003, 
with an average work force of 170 employees.  Weitz Iowa just 
achieved 1 million man-hours without a lost-time injury since Febru-
ary 2005, with an average roster of around 250 employees  

We’ve reserved space in our newsletter to report changes and 
announcements about our members.  If you have something you’d 
like to let our members know about please send us an announce-
ment!   

Ideas include special recognition for member companies, promo-
tions, achievements,  unique projects, etc.  This is a newsletter for 
our members...to keep our members informed and involved in the 
construction industry, so submit your information! 

If you have any articles, for publication, we’d love to include it in 
our newsletter or help you submit it to CFMA Building Profits 
magazine.  We’ve got great ideas, lets share them with other chap-
ters!  

pose, Core Values, and Big Audacious Goal (BAG), 
as shown below: 

Core Purpose 

To provide resources to meet the challenges of 
construction financial professionals. 

Core Values 

Integrity, Competency,                                        
Relationships/ Friendships, Leadership,              
Innovation,  Member Responsiveness 

BAG (Big Audacious Goal) 

To be essential to success and                           
professional growth in construction                     

financial management. 

 

The goal is 100% chapter compliance by  
April 1, 2007.  

(Continued from page 1) 

Affiliation Agreement-continued 



Special thanks to Wells Fargo, The Weitz Company and 
Baker Electric for donating their sky boxes and to Doug 
Roozeboom and the rest of the social committee that coordi-
nated the event. 

 

Gina Kanne has already sent out a notice about the upcom-
ing 3rd annual bowling event, but that event has been re- 
scheduled for April 21st at 7:00pm at Plaza Lanes. 

CFMA members had an opportunity to enjoy another winter 
activity by attending an Iowa Stars hockey game. 

On Saturday, February 10th the 
local chapter of CFMA held its an-
nual Hockey Night at Wells Fargo 
Arena.  CFMA members and 
guests were entertained by a tough 
game between the Iowa Stars and 
Grand Rapids Griffins with Grand 

Rapids coming out on top with a 5 - 3 win.  Despite the loss it 
was a good time had by all.   

 

 

We have had great topics covered in our meetings since our 
last newsletter.  A recap of those meetings is as follows: 

Our November meeting was presented by Brian Worth from 
RSM McGladrey.  Brian updated the group on tax law 
changes.  Contact Ginna Kane if you would like any of the 
handouts from this informational presentation. 

No meeting was held in December as members geared up 
for year end activities. 

In January those in attendance had the op-
portunity to listen to former State Representa-
tive and past CFMA member, Jim Kurtenbach 
regarding property tax (commercial, residen-
tial and farming) and how it might look going 
forward as well as his experience and per-
spectives about the current political environ-

ment and the issues he’s been directly involved with.   

Becky Knutson from the Davis law firm pre-
sented HR Hot Topics to the group in Febru-
ary.  For any follow-up questions for Becky, her 
email address is 
becky.knutson@davisbrown.com.   

  

 

What you might have missed 

Social opportunities and networking 
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opportunity to gain perspective and ideas from other con-
struction financial managers beyond CFMA. 

 

March will include a dynamic presen-
tation from Mike Wagner from White 
Rabbit Group.  Mike’s presentations 
focus on achieving positive outcomes 
in the areas of sales, internet, brand-
ing and innovation.  Hopefully you’ll be 
able to attend the meeting, but you can find out more about 
Mike and White Rabbit Group at  www.whiterabbitgroup.com  

The meeting in April will be another joint meeting of CFMA 
and AGC in Ames.  The meeting will be on April 19th from 
10:30 to 2:30.  It was well attended last time and is a great 

What’s coming up? 

Please let Gina Kanne know if you’ll be attending our 
meeting so we get an accurate count for our meals.  

Her e-mail address is gina.kanne@rsmi.com  

Call a member too...let them know you’d like to see 
them at the meeting as well! 



Our local membership continues to change and we’ve 
recently added the following new members...please be 
sure to welcome them to the Iowa Chapter the next time 
you talk with them! 

Luke Bland-Denman & Company 
Daniel Keough-Innovative Captive Strategies, Inc. 
 
 
 

 

Welcome new members! 
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McGladrey & Pullen, LLP 
Merchants Bonding Co. 
Midland Holdings 
Neumann Brothers Inc. 
Oldcastle Materials 
Olympic Wall Systems 
Plumb Supply Company 
Prairie Construction Co. 
Reynolds & Reynolds 
RSM McGladrey, Inc. 
Ryun, Givens, Wenthe & Co., PLC 
Seither & Cherry  Svcs., Inc. 
St. Paul Travelers Company 
Story Construction 
Stroh Corporation 

The Baker Group 
The Rasmussen Group 
The Sargent Group 
The Waldinger Corp. 
The Weitz Company 
United Contractors 
United Fire & Casualty 
Valley Bank 
Venter Spooner, Inc. 
Walsh Door & Hardware Co.  
Wells Fargo Bank 
Wolf Construction 
Wolin & Associates 
Woodruff Construction 

Allied Construction Services, Inc. 
Apollo Steel Company 
Architectural Wall Systems Co. 
Baker Electric 
Ball Construction Services L.L.C. 
Bangert Computer Systems, Inc. 
Beisser Lumber Company 
Bratney Companies 
Breiholz Construction 
Cedar Valley Corp. 
CJ Moyna & Sons 
Construction Services, Inc. 
Corell Contractor, Inc. 
Corwin, Reichter & Company PC 
Denman & Company LLP 
First American Bank 
Fred Carlson Company LLC 
Graham Construction Co., Inc. 
Gritton Associates CPAs 
Guideone Taylor Construction Services 
Hansen Company, Inc. 
Heartland Asphalt 
Heartland Finishes, Inc. 
Henning Construction 
Holmes Murphy & Associates 
Innovative Captive Strategies, Inc. 
Insurance Associates Of Iowa 
Iowa Prestressed Concrete 
Johnson Machine Works 
JVC Builders 
L.L. Pelling Co., Inc. 
Lamair-Mulock Condon Co. 
Larson & Larson Const., LLC 
Manatts, Inc. 
Marick, Inc. 
McAninch Corporation 

Member Companies— 

Thanks to all our member companies for their 
participation in and support of CFMA  

If you have a suggestion for a new member, be 
sure to invite them to a meeting as a guest or 
contact a board member and we’ll make sure 
they get prospective member information to 

them! 



2007 Board of Directors 
 

• President—Jay Freiermuth-jfreiermuth@holmesmurphy.com 
• President Elect—Mike Schroeder-mike.schroeder@weitz.com 
• Secretary/Treasurer—Tom McCauley-tmccauley@strohcorporation.com 
• Past President—Craig Plummer-cplummer@corellcontactorinc.com 
• Membership—Jane Rohr-janer@grahamconstruction.com 
• Social—Doug Roozeboom-doug.roozeboom@rsmi.com 
• Program/Education—OPEN 
• Publicity—Jesse Wurth-jesse.wurth@weitz.com 
 
Consider volunteering for a committee or a leadership position in your local 
chapter or CFMA National.  Member participation is always appreciated! 

 

 

CFMA National has many great things to offer...one great example 
is a video posted on the CFMA website...each member, potential 
member and even someone that just wants to learn more about 
what CFMA is about should spend a few minutes and watch the 
video.  You can get to it from www.cfma.org or go directly to 
www.cfma.org/memb/25th_media_video.asp   

The National Convention is just around the corner.  Now is the 
time to register for another great conference experience in Phoe-
nix, AZ from May 19th to 23rd.  It’s a great way to re-connect with 
CFMA friends, earn some CPE credit, generate and share ideas 
and gain perspective from some great speakers.   

 

For membership information 
contact Jane Rohr at  

515-699-7146 or 
janer@grahamconstruction.com 

 Check out  
www.cfma.org and  

www.cfma.org/Iowa/
index.html 

Iowa Update—send your ideas and 
submissions to  our publicity chair—
Jesse Wurth at jesse.wurth@weitz.com 
or committee member—Steve Tenney 
at stevetenney@storycon.com 

Contact Information 


