
President’s Message by Jay Freiermuth 

I would like to welcome everyone to the new look of the newsletter for the Iowa Chapter of CFMA.  Special thanks go 
to Steve Tenney and Jesse Wurth for their work in revamping our newsletter.  One of the new items that will be in-
cluded with each issue will be a “Message from the President”.  Since Steve told me I could talk about anything I 
would like, I thought I would start off by telling everyone about one of the most enjoyable benefits of being the presi-
dent of a local chapter.  That is, being able to attend Spring Creek in Jackson Hole, Wyoming. 

Spring Creek is an excellent leadership retreat put on by CFMA National every year for incoming chapter presidents.  
Not every chapter takes advantage of this program but fortunately the Iowa chapter has made it a point to support the 
program by sending the president elect every year.  The retreat is set around the beautiful mountain scenery of Jack-
son Hole, WY.  It provides an excellent opportunity to network with other incoming chapter presidents, take ideas 
from each chapter back to the board and learn some valuable leadership techniques that can be used in your profes-
sional as well as your personal lives.  Many of the leadership training activities take place in an outdoor setting as you 
are hiking through the mountains.  This provides an excellent opportunity to get to know other incoming presidents 
and discover different ways in which chapters operate.  Since leaving Spring Creek in October of 2005 I have re-
ceived numerous emails from other “Spring Creekers” asking for advice and ideas on various topics.  I have also sent 
out questions of my own and received some valuable feedback that we will use to help strengthen our own chapter.  

If you ever get a chance to attend this great opportunity I would strongly encourage you to 
take advantage of this experience. 

 

Many of the ideas that we discussed we will try to implement into our own chapter.  I am ex-
cited to be able to say that one of the ideas I took from Spring Creek will take place in April of 
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This is the publicity committee’s first major revision to our newsletter for quite some time and we hope you enjoy the 
new format and information.   

We want this to be a newsletter that will keep our Iowa Chapter members updated about CFMA and news of interest 
about the construction industry.  As we develop future newsletters, we’d like to receive information FROM YOU!  For 
example, we’d like to receive a scanned copy of your business card and we’ll incorporate them into some of our 
future newsletters...free, just to recognize you and your company as members!  (see the email addresses later)  

We’d really like you to contribute to the future content as well.  We know we have some members who are “experts” 
in their field and we’d like you to consider submitting a feature article to share with our other members...maybe that 
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Kevin served as the Iowa Chapter Presi-
dent during the 1996-1997 years and 
continues to be an active member locally 
even with all his National duties and his 
“regular job”   

Watch for our next newsletter for an in-
terview with Kevin and take a moment to 
thank Kevin for his contribution to our 
association and our chapter. 

Did you know the Iowa Chapter’s own Kevin Schlueter is 
currently the National Vice Chairman of CFMA and will be-
come the National Chairman at this year’s Annual Confer-
ence in May.  Kevin is the Chief Financial Officer for Bratney 
Companies here in Des Moines. 

Kevin has been involved in a number of National Committees 
including the Accounting and Reporting Committee, Budget 
and Finance Committee, Conference Planning Committee, 
Chapter Resource Committee, Executive Committee and 
Publications.  He is also an at-large director.   

CFMA's 2006 Annual Confer-
ence & Exhibition, will be held 
at Caesars Palace, in Las Ve-
gas, NV, from May 20-24, 2006 
— where our past, present, and 
future will be celebrated in 
style!  

From start to finish, there’s 
never been a conference like 
the one we’re planning for 2006!  

Chapter Summit IV will be held on May 
20th, Sunday the 21st will include a golf 
outing and educational sessions run 
from Monday to Wednesday. 

Las Vegas conferences are often some 
of the largest conferences for our asso-
ciation and attendees can earn up to 
22.5 CPE credits.  

 

CFMA Annual Conference and Exhibition 

Our National Connection 
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of programs that is actually scheduled out into 2007 and 
Jesse Wurth conducted a survey earlier this year in an at-
tempt to continually monitor the wants and needs of the 
membership.  If you ever have any ideas or concerns that 
you would like to discuss with the board please feel free to 
contact any one of us or attend a board meeting.  These are 
scheduled for the second Wednesday of every month at 7:30 
and are held at Holmes Murphy & Associates in West Des 
Moines. 

Thank you and best of luck to everyone with the upcoming 
construction season. 

Jay Freiermuth 

this year.  In an attempt to continually provide an opportunity 
to network with more and more construction financial manag-
ers we will be partnering with the AGC Controller’s Council 
for a four hour program in Ames.  This is our first attempt at a 
joint meeting with this group and I hope it will be something 
we will be able to continue in the future.  This not only allows 
our members an opportunity to network with a different group 
of financial managers, but it will also provide an avenue to 
recruit some potential members to CFMA. 

As the current president I hope to continue to provide our 
members the opportunities to network with others in our in-
dustry and provide good educational programs throughout 
the year.  Doug Roozeboom has already put together a nice 
winter outing at the Iowa Stars hockey game and he has a 
number of other social events planned for the remainder of 
the year.  Robin Tooney has put together a tremendous line 
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Consider inviting a guest to our next meeting, we’re 
always looking for new members! 

Kevin Schlueter, 
CPA, CCIFP 

President’s message...continued 



Weitz Construction and Baker Electric for the use of their 
suites.   

Upcoming events include a bowling outing ten-
tatively set for April 7th at 7:00 at Plaza Lanes  
and  our annual golf outings...stay tuned for 
more details!  

In addition to our networking time at our monthly meetings, 
you also have an opportunity to meet other members at some 
of our social events.   

The Iowa Stars hockey game was attended by many mem-
bers and friends and those that stayed for the whole game 
saw a good game, an overtime period and shootout that re-
sulted in a loss for the stars ...thanks to Wells Fargo Bank, 

At our monthly meeting on February 22nd, our guest speaker 
was Mike Molero,  Director of Chapter Services from CFMA’s 
National offices in Princeton, New Jersey. 

In his second visit to the Iowa Chapter, Mike shared informa-
tion about the Chapter Summit meetings that have been held 
as well as the Chapter affiliation agreements that will solidify 
the relationship between National and all chapters.  He also 
spoke about the Certified Construction Industry Financial 
Professionals (CCIFP) and the importance of certification for 
the construction industry.    

Mike highlighted some of the past National conferences as 
well as the conference coming up in Las Vegas that will offer 
another networking and educational opportunity for approxi-
mately 89 Chapters and 7,000 members.  You can reach 

Mike at mmolaro@cfma.org 

Our January meeting included a presentation by 21st Century 
Rehab.  President Steve Cassabum and Vice President Ja-
son Horras shared information about the services they pro-
vide including an analysis of the worker’s job and injury, in-
jury prevention techniques and return to work programs that 
can help employer retain a 
competi- tive edge.  
Please visit their web 
site at 

www.21stcenturyrehab.com 

 

What you might have missed 

Social opportunities and networking 
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In April 20th, our meeting moves to Ames at the Quality Inn & 
Suites from 10:30 to 2:30 for a combined meeting with the 
AGC Controllers Council.  This is a great opportunity to meet 

some new folks or renew friendships.  The meeting will in-
clude a presentation by Rod Foster on ratio analysis—
producing meaningful financial reports as well as a panel 
discussion on “What a CEO expects from a controller” 

 

Our meeting on March 15th is a presentation by Shirley Po-
ertner on “When Conversations Become Crucial; What You 
Say Next” 

Shirley is President of Poertner Consulting Group, a leader-
ship development firm headquartered in Des Moines, Iowa. 
She has over 20 years of experience working in, and with, 
the private, public and not-for-profit sectors. Poertner’s focus 
is helping executives and their organizations achieve their full 
potential, accomplishing the results they want for themselves 

and for those they 
lead. Her areas of 
expertise include fa-
cilitation of group 

processes, strategic planning, team development, executive 
coaching and succession planning.  

 

What’s coming up? 

Please let Mary Munyon know if you’ll be attending our 
meeting so we get an accurate count for our meals.  

Her e-mail address is mary.munyon@rsmi.com  

Call a member too...let them know you’d like to see 
them at the meeting as well! 



could also be submitted to our award 
winning national publication “Building 
Profits” .  What else can you watch 
for...how about member profiles, pro-
motions and recognitions, technical 
information, etc.   

We want this to be a resource for you 
when you think of the Iowa Chapter and 
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we’d like this to be something you can pass on to potential 
members and others as well. 

Give us your ideas...there are so many things going on in 
our construction industry that we could share with other 
CFMA members, and now we’ve got another forum for you 
to do just that.  Send your comments, ideas, articles, news 
of interest, etc. to stevetenney@storycon.com or 
jesse.wurth@weitz.com.    Happy Reading! 

 

Newsletter-continued 

Send us your ideas 
for the newsletter 
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Merchants Bonding Co. 
Neumann Brothers Inc. 
Oldcastle Materials 
Olympic Wall Systems 
Plumb Supply Company 
Prairie Construction Co. 
R & R Realty Group 
Reynolds & Reynolds 
RSM McGladrey, Inc. 
Ryun, Givens, Wenthe & Co., PLC 
Seither & Cherry  Svcs., Inc. 
St. Paul Travelers Company 
Story Construction 
Stroh Corporation 
Taylor Construction 

Techspace, Inc. 
The Baker Group 
The Rasmussen Group 
The Sargent Group 
The Waldinger Corp. 
The Weitz Company 
United Contractors 
United Fire & Casualty 
Venter Spooner, Inc. 
Waldinger Corporation 
Walsh Door & Hardware Co.  
Weitz Construction 
Wells Fargo Bank 
Wolin & Associates 
Woodruff Construction 

Allied Construction Services, Inc. 
Apollo Steel Company 
Architectural Wall Systems Co. 
Baker Electric 
Ball Construction Services L.L.C. 
Bangert Computer Systems, Inc. 
Beisser Lumber Company 
Bratney Companies 
Breiholz Construction 
Cedar Valley Corp. 
Construction Services, Inc. 
Corell Contractor, Inc. 
Corwin, Reichter & Company PC 
Country Life Homes 
Denman & Company LLP 
First American Bank 
Forrest & Assoc 
Fred Carlson Company LLC 
Graham Construction Co., Inc. 
Gritton Associates CPAs 
Guideone Taylor Construction Services 
Hansen Company, Inc. 
Heartland Asphalt 
Henning Construction 
Holmes Murphy & Associates 
Insurance Associates Of Iowa 
Iowa Prestressed Concrete 
Johnson Machine Works 
JVC Builders 
L.L. Pelling Co., Inc. 
Lamair-Mulock Condon Co. 
Larson & Larson Const., LLC 
Liberty Mutual Group 
Mannatts, Inc. 
Mc Gladrey & Pullen, LLP 
McAninch Corporation 

Member Companies 

Thanks to all our member companies for their 
participation in and support of CFMA  



Heartland Conference 

2005-2006 Board of Directors 
 

• President—Jay Freiermuth-jfreiermuth@holmesmurphy.com 
• President Elect—Mike Schroeder-mike.schroeder@weitz.com 
• Secretary/Treasurer—Tom McCauley-tmccauley@strohcorporation.com 
• Past President—Craig Plummer-cplummer@corellcontactorinc.com 
• Membership—Jane Rohr-janer@grahamconstruction.com 
• Social—Doug Roozeboom-doug.roozeboom@rsmi.com 
• Program/Education—Robin Toney-toneyr@thebakergroup.com and Rod 

Foster-rod.foster@rsmi.com 
• Community Service—Brian Cox-brianc@breiholz.com 
• Publicity—Jesse Wurth-jesse.wurth@weitz.com 

 

The Iowa, Siouxland, Nebraska and also this year the Kansas City chapters of CFMA will be holding the second 
Heartland Regional Conference at the Ameristar Hotel and Casino in Council Bluffs, IA.  The tentative dates are on 
September 28-29.   Last year’s conference received high praise from those that attended and offered very afford-
able CPE credit.  Planning is still underway, but you can count on another quality conference with good speakers on 
topics that are important to you.  A preparation course for the CCIFP is being contemplated for this year’s confer-
ence on September 27th. 

Omaha / Council Bluffs of- fers a convenient location for 
the members from the four chapters and there will be time 
for you to enjoy casual con- versation, time in the casino or 
to take in some of the attrac- tions in Omaha (such as the Old 
Market).   Watch for more information soon.  

Planning Committee Members include Iowa Chapter members Kathy Ladd, Shane Hall and Vicky Malin, please 
contact them if you’d like to get involved or have questions. 

For membership information 
contact Jane Rohr at  

515-699-7146 or 
janer@grahamconstruction.com 

 Check out  
www.cfma.org and  

www.cfma.org/Iowa/
index.html 

Save the Dates: 

Heartland Conference in Council Bluffs 

September 27-29 

Iowa Update—send your ideas and 
submissions to  our publicity chair—
Jesse Wurth-jesse.wurth@weitz.com 
or committee member—Steve Tenney-
stevetenney@storycon.com 


