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In truth, 
people can 

generally make time 
for what they choose 

to do; it is not 
really the time 

but the will that is 
lacking.

“

“ 

From the President

Time
by Steve Huisjen

what you are currently working 
on, then do it and work on 
something that is more important.  
It’s important to take time at the 
beginning or end of each day to 
organize your tasks. Focus on your 
most important tasks and try to 
minimize interruptions as much as 
possible.  That means responding 
to your email only at certain times 

cont’d	on	Page	2

Time is a precious resource that 
most of us manage poorly, at 
best.  How often do we get to the 
end of the day and say, where did 
the time go?  We bounce from 
one item to the next, in between 
phone calls, text messages, 
and emails. No wonder we feel 
frenzied and tense after a ten-hour 
day of running around in circles. 
Brian Tracy said, “Your greatest 
resource is your time.”  Yet, most 
people squander the day on items 
of little consequence.

When someone asks for something 
our first response is “I don’t 
have time for that now.”  Sir 
John Lubbock said, “In truth, 
people can generally make time 
for what they choose to do; it is 
not really the time but the will 
that is lacking.”  All of us need 
to prioritize our schedules from 
time to time.  If there will not be 
a negative effect in putting aside 

 Tanya VanderZanden
 Design Plus, Inc.

 Rhonda Huisman
 Crowe Horwath LLP
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of the day and not every time you 
see a new message flash across 
your screen.  Try turning your 
phone off for an hour or two and 
see how productive you become.

Each of us needs to get re-
energized during the day.  Whether 
going for a walk or working out at 
the gym, we all need a change of 

Time,	cont’d	from	Page	1

scenery. Try going out for lunch 
instead of eating at your desk 
everyday.  Sometimes a simple 
change of environment is all 
that is needed to re-charge your 
batteries.  

Lastly, make sure you take time 
for yourself.  This is not selfish 
or greedy, but rather a necessity, 

Fiscal Year 2011

Welcometo the

if you want to improve yourself 
both personally and professionally.  
Charles Bruxton said, “You will 
never ‘find’ time for anything.  If 
you want time, you must make 
it.”  How will you use your time 
today?

Board
President:  
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Thank You!
Thank you to other outgoing board members:
 Todd Miller of Bouma Construction 
 He finished six consecutive terms as follows: 
  Director - 2 years
  Secretary - 1 year
  Vice President - 1 year
  President - 1 year
  Past President - 1 year

 Shanna Reynolds of Crowe Horwath 
 She finished a four year term as Treasurer.

Your contributions to the chapter 
over the past several years is truly 
appreciated!
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20years

Celebrating...Celebrating...
You Only Turn 20 Once!
by Harriet Perdue

Happy anniversary to us!  We’re 
the West Michigan chapter of 
CFMA and we just turned 20.  
To celebrate we put on a Casino 
Night.

We kicked 
this off in 
September 
by handing 
out “Save 
the Date” 
cards to our 
membership.  
We followed up in October by 
announcing we were looking for 
sponsors for our gaming tables 
and our food stations.  November 
was “Where in the World Is?” time 
where we asked our membership 
for help in finding previous board 
members.  In February invitations 
were mailed out.  Finally, after 
months of planning we had our 
Casino Night March 26, 2010.

After touring several possible 
locations, we picked Noto’s Old 
World Italian Dining, a locally 
owned restaurant.  They had us at 
lunch.  Really. They cooked lunch 
(and they aren’t even open for 

lunch) for our 
group after our 
tour of the venue.  
In addition, they 
demonstrated a level of customer 

service the 
other venues 
couldn’t touch.
We hired 
another local 
company for 
our gaming.  
They supplied 
the tables, the 
dealers, the 

chips and everything else needed.  
They brought everything in and 
quickly packed it up when we 
were done.  

We opted for 
food stations 
rather than 
a formal sit 
down dinner.  
This worked 
well for people 
who couldn’t make it right when 
we started.  There was plenty 
to choose from with a variety 
of appetizers, a carving station, 
a pasta station and a dessert & 
coffee station.  We also included a 
cash bar.

Once we were done eating & 
visiting, it was game time!  We 
had several Black Jack tables, 
Texas Hold ‘Em, Craps, and 
Roulette.  The dealers were great 
with guests not familiar with a 
game and made sure they had a 
good time.  Once the gaming was 
done, guests turned in their chips 
for tickets…and then they choose 
which prize or prizes they wanted 
to have a chance to win!  
On behalf of the National board, 

Pat Monea 
attended and 
presented 
our 20 year 
certificate.  
We also did 
a fund raiser 
for our new 
charitable 

giving effort: Kid’s Food Basket 
here in Grand Rapids.  We did 
a 50/50 raffle and had lots of 
support.  When the winning name 
was drawn, the winner Pat Monea 
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donated his winnings right back for the kids!  
Thanks Pat!  And the kids thank you too! 

For their $100 sponsorship, our table sponsors 
each were given a sign at the table of their 
choice.  We in turn used that sponsorship 
money to purchase prizes.  Rather than doing 
1 grand prize, we choose to put together six 
wonderful prize packages, each worth about $200.   
w Week End Getaway - an overnight stay at the JW 

Marriott, and a $100 gift certificate to the Six One 
Six Restaurant in the JW Marriott

w Van Andel Arena Package - a $100 
Gift Card for the Van Andel Arena (via 
Ticketmaster) and  $100 Gift Card for the 
Gilmore Collection of Restaurants

w IPOD Touch - an 8 GB IPOD Touch
w Flat Screen TV - a 24” flat screen TV
w Entertainment Package - 4 Tickets to 

Celebration Cinema, $100 Gift Card to OSI 
Restaurant Partners and a $50 Gift Card to 
Best Buy

w DeVos Hall Package - a $100 Gift Card for the 
DeVos Hall (via Ticketmaster) and a $100 Gift 
Certificate to The Chop House Restaurant 

Knowing that we wanted our guests to leave 
with more than a full stomach, we put together 
a small goodie bag.  In it we had a customized 
deck of cards for each person and a small bag  
of chocolate poker “chips.”   
Good times.
Good food.
Good memories.
CFMA West Michigan.

“Celebrating”	cont’d	from	Page	�
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“Celebrating”	cont’d	from	Page	4

Todd	Hanson

Matt	Huisman

A Recap...
CFMA of Western Michigan 
extends a huge THANK YOU to 
the following table
sponsors at our 20th Anniversary 
celebration!

w Beene Garter

w	Crowe Horwath

w	Dan Vos Construction

w	Dave & Sandy Gibbs

w	HUB International

w	Hylant Group

w	Lighthouse Insurance

w	Miller Johnson

w	Owen-Ames-Kimball Co.

w	Pinnacle Insurance

w	Rehmann Robson

Due to the generous support of our 
table sponsors, we were able to 
provide six prize packages.  
Congratulations to the winners:

w	Weekend Getaway Package 
 Debbie Gingrich

w	Van Andel Arena Package 
 Suzanne Strauss

w	IPOD touch
 Ellen Zierleyn

w	Flat Screen TV 
 Dennis Scully

w	Entertainment Package 
 Todd Hanson

w	DeVos Hall Package
 Matt Huismann

Debbie	Gingrich

Suzanne	Strauss

Ellen	Zierleyn

Dennis	Scully

Cont’d	on	Page	6
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We would also like to thank all members for your support in making the last 20 years a success, and a very 
special thank you to the Charter Members and original Steering Committee.  You’ll see below the original 
March 1990 mailing that includes these names (and then employers) of this group of pioneers.  Thank you  
Dave Gibbs for sharing this piece of history with us!

“Celebrating”	cont’d	from	Page	5

Cont’d	on	Page	7
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Cont’d	on	Page	8

“Celebrating”	cont’d	from	Page	6
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“Celebrating”	cont’d	from	Page	7

For more information, please view the Power Point slideshow on the Social Event
page on our website - click on the 20th Anniv. button to view.
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w Large quantity sources for Bananas, 
Yogurt, Oranges, Cheese Sticks, Dill 
Pickle Spears, Bagels

w Napkins
w Peanut Butter
w Plastic Spoons
w Snack Size Zipper-lock Sandwich Bags
w Cash Donations
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Congratulations to Rhonda Huismann 
for being honored as the recipient of 

the 2010 LaForest Krantz Member 
Achievement Award.   

National Conference Scholarship Winners  
Congratulations to Jennifer Murphy of Pleune Services and Rhonda Huismann of Crowe 
Horwath, this year’s National Conference Scholarship winners!  

The Annual Conference and Exhibition is being held June 26 - 30 in Kona, Hawaii.  There is 
still time to register if you would like to attend.  Please see the CFMA National website for more 
information.  We look forward to sharing the experiences of these two scholarship winners in our 
summer newletter.

Kids Food Basket
Our chapter is currently focusing on Kids Food Basket as our community giving endeavor.  
Please see the quiz on the following page with Fun Facts on the Kids Food Basket organization.  
We will continue to have food drives at the May meeting and at the golf outing in June.  The 
Kids Food Basket’s wish list is listed below...please consider giving!

Kids Food Basket: Wish List
w 100% Fruit Juice Boxes
w 100% Vitamin C Dried Fruit Packs  

(0.9 oz. or similar)
w Brown/White Paper Lunch Sacks: 
 8 Lb. or extra large
w Chip Snack Packs
w Cracker Packs
w Granola Bars
w Individual Fruit Cups, Pudding Cups and 

Gelatin Cups
w Individual Serving Size Cereal or  

Healthy Snack Bags
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Welcome to our newest member since our last issue of Extras!

Todd Miller
 Bouma Construction
Brian Wierenga
 Rockford Construction
 Referred	by	Julie	Towner
Melissa Sytsema
 Van Haren Electric Inc.
 Referred	by	Ann	Plummber
Jamie Fasbender
 Enterprise Fleet Management
 Referred	by	Adam	Beattie
Grace Silva
 Elzinga & Volkers (replaced Todd Miller)
 Referred	by	Todd	Miller

by Ann Plummer
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Membership Update

Welcome to all of you!

Jennifer Murphy
 Pleune Service Co. (replaced Steve Tebeau)
David White
 SA Morman Co. 
 (replaced Laura Cunningham)
Patrick Flynn
 Erhardt Construction 
 (replaced Michelle Paepke)

If you have any questions about membership, please contact any Membership 
Committee member listed below: 

Membership Statistics 
as of April 2010:

Chapter Membership Composite

General Members 62 61% 
Associate Members    40    39% 
Total 102 100% 

• Thane Belen
 Aktion Associates Inc.
 tbelen@aktion.com

• Roger Tjoelker
 Feyen-Zylstra Electric, Inc.
 rogert@fzcorp.com

• Todd Hanson
 Connect Resources
 todd@connect-resources.com

• John D. Koscielniak, CPA
 Walburg & Associates, PC
 jkoscielniak@walburg.com

• Andy Odehnal CPA
 Van Laan Concrete Construction
 andyo@vanlaan.com

• Ann M. Plummer
 Beene Garter LLP
 aplummer@beenegarter.com

• Michael Poggi
 Pinnacle Insurance Partners
 mikep@pipgrmi.com

• Suzanne Strauss
 Great Lake Systems, Inc.
 suzanne@glsroof.com

• Barbara Powlison
 Granger Group of Companies
 bpowlison@thegrangergroup.com

• Ken Bos
 Hylant Group
 ken.bos@hylant.com
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General Membership Meetings
All meetings will be held at the University Club on the tenth floor of the Fifth Third Bank building located at 

the intersection of Ottawa and Lyon in downtown Grand Rapids.   
Parking will be at the attendee’s expense. 

Registration begins at 11:30 a.m., with lunch served at 12:00 p.m.

Date Speaker   Host 

May 20, 2010 Building People through Recognition ??
 Speaker:  Darlene Regula, Dale Carnegie® Training
 Offered by the Ralph Nichols Group, Inc.

 Each day we have many opportunities to build others, to motivate them, to 
influence their performance and to recognize their efforts.  Studies show that 
the  most frequently cited reason people leave a company is a “perceived lack 
of appreciation.”  Join us to learn the attitudes and skills necessary to provide  
recognition or praise in a way that is credible and effective.

 Darlene Regula has enjoyed working with Dale Carnegie® Training in West 
Michigan since 1987.  She is fully certified to instruct the Dale Carnegie® 

Course.  Darlene received her B.S. from Wayne State University and a Masters 
Degree in Education from Oakland University.  With the Ralph Nichols 
Group, Inc. since 1987, she now holds the position of Managing Director.  She 
has personally trained more than 4,800 people in the development of varied 
professional skills and committed to helping organizations and individuals 
achieve breakthrough results. 

 

As the source and resource of construction financial management in West 

Michigan, our Association unites individuals having financial responsibilities 

in the construction industry.  We provide a forum through which the 

Association’s members can meet to network and exchange ideas.  We 

promote and encourage leadership within the construction industry, as 

well as our Association.  We develop and coordinate educational programs 

dedicated to the purpose of improving the professional standards of the 

industry and enhancing the value of construction financial managers to their 

respective companies.

CFMA 
Western Michigan Chapter Mission Statement


