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Greetings, and welcome to the first ever Blue Ridge Chapter of CFMA quarterly newsletter!  In each publication, you can expect to receive an 
update from your Chapter Leadership, news and announcements from CFMA National, helpful hints, and a shout-out to our generous 
sponsors.  It is my honor to serve as this Chapter’s first President and I am truly committed to the long-term success of the Blue Ridge 
Chapter, and more importantly, the success of its members.  My vision for this Chapter is to be the premier go-to resource for education, 
training, and networking for construction professionals.  I have belonged to numerous local, state, and national associations throughout my 
career in accounting, and I can honestly say without question that I’ve benefitted more from my involvement in CFMA than any other 
association.

After attending Spring Creek (CFMA’s leadership training for chapter officers), I sat down with Tori Terrell and we came up with a very 
ambitious set of goals that we wanted to accomplish during my term as President.  One of those lofty goals was to receive national recognition 
through the chapter benchmarking program, where chapters are compared to other chapters of similar size based on topics such as 
educational offerings, networking opportunities, industry promotion, and several other criteria.  I’m excited to announce that in our first 
year, we won the Chairman’s Excellence Award, which is the highest honor bestowed by the national organization!  

Although we’re very pleased about our accomplishment, we continue to look forward to improving the quality of our Chapter.  We have 
several initiatives that we are undertaking this year including more educational events, collaborative efforts with other trade associations, 
social/networking opportunities, and my favorite, the newly-created “Member of the Year” program.  Under this program, members get 
points for attendance at Chapter Events, participation on Chapter committees, referral of new members, etc.  The winner of this award will 
receive a free registration for the CFMA national conference in Denver, Colorado!  Second place will receive free dues to CFMA national, and 
third place will receive free dues to the Blue Ridge Chapter.  

While COVID-19 has unfortunately presented many challenges to the Chapter, we have worked to provide our services throughout this 
unprecedented pandemic.  We have held a virtual social networking event, a virtual educational event, an in-person social event at an outdoor 
venue, and in October we will be having a live educational event at an outdoor venue that will also be streamed for those members who are 
uncomfortable with attending in person.  We are also planning an enhanced social event with another local organization designed to provide 
expanded networking opportunities, and to have some FUN, which has been lacking in many of our lives since this awful pandemic hit us in 
March.  Mental health is an often overlooked consequence of this pandemic.   Along those lines, CFMA national is dedicated to increasing 
awareness around suicide prevention since construction is one of the hardest hit industries in the United States by suicide.  CFMA is 
sponsoring a virtual 5k, 10k, or ½ marathon with proceeds going to suicide prevention.  Please check the website at cfma.org or https://
www.jotform.com/CFMAHQ/2020virtualrace for more information.  

In summary, I want to thank each of you for your membership in the Blue Ridge Chapter of CFMA.  I urge each of you to get involved in any 
way possible to get the most from your membership.  We have plenty of opportunities to serve on committees, serve as an officer, present at 
an educational event, and most importantly simply attending our events.  If you’re not a member yet, I encourage you to join and see for 
yourself what CFMA has to offer.  I want to take this opportunity to recognize my fellow board members for their hard work and dedication 
to you as members:  Frank Oncken from A&J Development; Tori Terrell from Design Electric; Matt Landis from Shickel Corporation; Brant 
Somma from McGriff Insurance; and Kevin Branner from Yount, Hyde, and Barbour.  In addition, Jody Williams from Skyline Roofing 
serves as our Marketing Committee chair.   It is truly a privilege to serve with this fine group of board members and committee chairs.  In 
addition, I want to thank my employer, Blauch Brothers, Inc for allowing me to dedicate the time it takes to properly serve this organization!  
If you ever have a question or feedback for the Chapter, please feel free to reach out to me.  I look forward to seeing you all at our upcoming 
events.   Check your email, our chapter website, and social media for upcoming event dates and details.  

Stacy Shiflet, CPA 
Blauch Brothers, Inc.

From Your Chapter President:

https://www.jotform.com/CFMAHQ/2020virtualrace
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"I think now more than 
ever, our network of 

connections will become 
our strongholds.  CFMA 
has helped me to increase 
my network and circle of 

friends."

Are You Relying On Your Network?

By: Victoria Terrell

As humans, we need support and encouragement even when things are status quo. Small things, like an outreach of 
personal endearment or someone taking a moment to check on us can go a long way. Now that we find ourselves in  a 
world of constant change, this support, encouragement, and outreach is even more important.

There is more happiness in giving than receiving, but what do we do when we find ourselves in a new situation with 
little to no guidance? How do we advise others? Whether to your executive team members, your boss, your coworkers, 
your colleagues, or your friends, saying "this is all we know right now," can be hard! How many times have you found 
yourself admitting that throughout this pandemic and while administering the CARES Act?

You are not alone, and knowing that may make things easier.

Over the past few months, I have relied extensively on my personal network. I have stayed in contact with my fellow 
CFMA chapter members via texts, phone calls, and e-mails. In times like these it’s impossible to truly convey how much 
this has meant to me, but to the Blue Ridge Chapter of CFMA (and especially Stacy Shiflet and Matthew Smith) I say, 
thank you.

I think now more than ever, our network of connections will become our strongholds.  CFMA has helped me to 
increase my network and circle of friends.  Be thankful for the connections you have already made, but remember that 
it's never too late to make new ones and add to your circle during these uncertain times.

Do not forget your personal development and growth during the next few months. I would strongly encourage you to 
take some time to refamiliarize yourself with your personality profile report. Take note of your strengths and what 
energizes you. Be deliberate about creating situations that allow you to utilize your strengths.

Whatever you do, I hope you find comfort in knowing you do not have to ride out this storm alone. There are CFMA 
members willing and ready to ride it out with you. Sometimes, we just need a friendly reminder to take advantage of 
what we already have.

Share with us who has helped you through this time on our Chapter Connection Board and email me if you have an 
article you would like to publish in our next newsletter!

Victoria Terrell is a Controller with Design Electric, Inc. and is the Chapter Treasurer of CFMA’s Blue Ridge Chapter.  @steelphins     tori@designelectricinc.com 

Tori makes a Jenga move at Spring Creek - 2019 
Spring Creek is a Leadership Summit for CFMA Chapter Board Members and 
each group has found that the attendees often become friends for life. 

https://cafe.cfma.org/communities/community-home/digestviewer?communitykey=a66d5233-b902-4b26-a044-b5ed3edc20a3&tab=digestviewer
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360° in 360 Seconds with:
Jody Williams, Marketing/Sponsorship Committee Chair

Who inspired you to pursue the career you have today?  
My Mother.

What’s your favorite music genre? 
60’s and 70’s Rock.

Do you have a pet?
Yes, a Dog and his name is Jack Daniels.

Recommend a book you've read.  
Rich Dad Poor Dad- by Robert Kiyosaki.  It changed my life on personal investing.

What’s your secret talent that no one knows about? 
I play the piano, referee basketball and umpire baseball.

Pineapple pizza. Yay or nay? 
Yay.

What is the strangest meal you’ve ever eaten? 
Chocolate covered ants and snails.

What’s your weirdest habit? 
I may look messy but I’m actually very organized. 

Are you a beer or wine person? Wine, 
although I prefer a mixed drink.

If you had a yacht, what would you name it? 
"Easy Living".

What’s the coolest thing you’re working on right now? 
Implementing new computer programs to help modernize the business and improve proficiency.

What was your first job?
Commercial Banking as a Commercial Lender.

If you could get a new skill in 10 minutes, what would it be? 
Foreign Language, Spanish in particular.

What upcoming technological innovation will dramatically impact the industry in the next five years? 
Use of Drones, for more than just video and pictures! 

Jody Williams is the CFO & VP of Administration at Skyline Roofing, Inc.  He grew up in Danville, VA, has lived in 
several regions of the State, but has resided in the Valley for the last three years.  Jody received his MBA from 
Virginia Tech.  He loves spending time with his family and has three teenagers, ages 18, 15, and 13.  

The chapter board thanks Jody for volunteering his time to serve as a committee chair and for participating in this 
interview.  
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Thank You to our 2019-2020 
Presenters and Sponsors

In our first chapter year we offered 10 hours of CPE by way of educational lunch and learn events.  
Thank you, to these presenters for their contribution to our chapter:

Sue Weiler -Doke and Courtney Stearns of D. Brown Management 
Matthew Smith of Yount, Hyde & Barbour
Kate Quinn and Terri Hancock of Enterprise Fleet Management 
Steve Good and Mike Jenkins of James River Equipment 
Rebekah Kuller of Nielsen Builders

We want to thank these SPONSORS for thier support of our educational events and The Blue Ridge 
Chapter of CFMA:

https://www.dbmteam.com/
https://www.bankwithunited.com/
https://www.mcgriffinsurance.com/
https://www.efleets.com/en.html
https://www.mybrb.com/
https://www.bankersinsurance.net/locations/charlottesville-va-insurance-agency/



