
Bios:  
Michael Mescher is Founder and CIO of Gammon Capital LLC, a New York based derivatives 
advisory firm working with Corporations, Hedge Funds, Institutional and Private investors 
seeking to stabilize returns and manage volatility. His clients include those based in San Diego, 
and in 2020, Financial Times named Gammon, then with only $25mm AUM, as one of the 
world’s top performing hedge funds, with gains of 600%. An expert in derivatives markets and 
hedging techniques, Mr. Mescher was formerly Partner and Equity Options Portfolio Manager at 
Ronin Capital, focusing on index options and volatility trading. From 2008-12, he was Head of 
Special Situations Options Volatility Trading at Barclays Capital where he developed and 
executed strategies around risk arbitrage, event or catalyst driven opportunities. He began is 
career at Chicago Trading Company focusing primarily on Nasdaq and S&P listed equity 
derivatives. Mr. Mescher holds a BBA from American University’s Kogod School of Business. 
 
Laurie Itkin (also known as "The Options Lady") is a certified divorce financial analyst and 
specializes in the division of equity compensation such as restricted stock units and stock 
options. She has worked on hundreds of divorce cases for clients primarily employed by 
Fortune 500 companies including Alphabet, Apple, Amazon, Boeing, Disney, Intuit, Meta, Nvidia, 
Qualcomm, Salesforce, Sempra, ServiceNow and Tesla. In 2014 Ms. Itkin published, Every 
Woman Should Know Her Options: Invest Your Way to Financial Empowerment, which became 
an Amazon bestseller in three categories.  She recently retired from investment management at 
Coastwise Capital Group, where she managed the portfolios of clients' brokerage, trust and 
retirement accounts. Her specialty was using conservative options strategies to generate 
income and manage downside risk. Ms. Itkin has appeared as a guest expert on investing and 
financial aspects of divorce on television, radio and podcasts. She has been quoted in 
numerous publications including the New York Times, Wall Street Journal, San Diego Union 
Tribune, Chicago Tribune, Christian Science Monitor, U.S. News and World Reports, and 
Forbes. Ms. Itkin volunteers as a pro bono financial advisor for the Savvy Ladies Helpline. She 
enjoys playing squash and pickleball and performs improv comedy with her husband. She 
earned a B.S. in economics with a concentration in finance from the Wharton School of the 
University of Pennsylvania in 1990. 
 
Kevin Tahan - A CFA charterholder since 2002 and member of CFA San Diego, Kevin Tahan 
manages business analysis and revenue forecasting for Boingo Wireless. Boingo simplifies 
complex wireless challenges to connect people, business and things, powering high-speed Wi-
Fi, DAS, and private networks at major airports, stadiums, military bases, and commercial 
properties. Kevin’s tenure at Boingo follows nearly 10 years with Qualcomm, and well before 
that, several years in the securities industry as an investment advisor, research analyst, and 
options principal. When not thinking about wireless networks or talking about options contracts, 
Kevin plays a decent bit of over-the-line beach softball and indecent amount of questionable 
golf. 
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