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Karun Dhir, Managing Director, Aurelius Finance Company (“AFC”) 

Karun Dhir is Managing Director of AFC and leads AFC’s efforts towards becoming a leading alternative 
lender. Karun is responsible for driving bespoke and differentiated debt solutions to UK and European clients 
who are unable to access the mainstream banking market for some or all of their capital requirements.  

Karun has been a leading thinker within the M&A and transaction industry for over 20 years, specialising in 
direct lending, turnaround, and special situations, having previously held roles at Gordon Brothers, Lloyds 
Banking Group, Ernst & Young, and Goldman Sachs.  

Karun is a qualified chartered accountant and graduate of Warwick Business School. 

Paula Laird, Partner, Squire Patton Boggs 

Paula Laird leads the banking team in Europe and the Middle East. She is a well-known and highly respected 
practitioner in the asset-based lending (ABL) and asset finance fields, having been recognised by several 
leading legal publications. 

Paula has expertise in the most complex structured ABL and asset finance transactions, both domestic and 
cross border. She typically acts for major financial institutions and corporates on asset finance transactions 
including operating leasing, receivables finance, ABL, sale of leasing/asset finance portfolios and 

securitisation. 

Paula regularly participates as a speaker in industry forums in Europe and the US, and was named as one of the 50 most 
senior women globally in Commercial Finance by US publication The Secured Lender. 

Joanna Bennett-Coles, Managing Director, FGI Finance 

Jo Bennett-Coles is the managing director of FGI and is engaged with marketing for FGI’s UK and greater 
European operations, generating deal flow, and sustaining relationships with clients and industry 
professionals. With over 20 years of experience in the commercial finance and asset-based lending 
industries, Jo also has over 27 years in management and entrepreneurship.  

Qualifying as a UK lawyer in 1990, Jo was attracted to the world of commerce and spent 12 years in a 
mid-market logistics and manufacturing company, working her way from the shop floor to the boardroom. Jo credits this 
time with giving her enormous exposure to a dynamic business environment. Subsequently, Jo established a successful 
consultancy business before joining Atlantic Risk Management Services, providing risk management to asset-based lenders 
internationally, where she served as managing director.  

Jo holds an LL.B. (Hons) from the University of Essex and is a member of several organizations, including the Ancient City of  
London Guild, The Worshipful Company of Loriners, and The Law Society. Born in Ramsgate, United Kingdom, Jo spent her 
early years in Kent, London, and Scotland and currently resides in Buckingham. 

Jamie Sanchez CFA, Senior Director, Hilco Valuation Services 

Jamie works in the European Diligence Services team, specialising in pre-funding due diligence and post-
funding collateral monitoring for banks, hedge funds, debt advisors and private equity companies.  

Jamie has worked on many European and Australian projects during the 9 years he has been with Hilco 
also spending 6 months in the United States to gain exposure to different types of transactions and 
companies.  

Jamie has also conducted multiple inventory appraisals prior to joining the Diligence Services team.   

 


