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 Is it seriously, really almost September? Slammed, busy, 
drinking from a fi rehose, more than I can keep up with, hir-
ing, hiring, hiring. Just a few words and phrases out of the 
mouths of my commercial real estate colleagues. Though 
the commercial market continues to stabilize and see steady 
growth in Wichita, individual practitioners are up to their 
eyeballs trying to get deals closed that are red hot or move 
the ball forward on new projects. Downtown development 
continues to be a major focus of activity both in residen-
tial, multi-family and commercial. Several initiatives have 
begun to increase entrepreneurship and stop divestment 
outside of Wichita. I am personally thrilled at the initiatives 
I see from local government, and other organizations and 
our entire community to make Wichita the best mid-tier 
market in the country. I think the Wichita fl ag is a beautiful 
visual that has fi nally ignited a city wide fi re and a sense of 
pride to the community. No longer will we be afraid, when 
asked where we’re from, to shout unabashedly and right in 
the eye – Wichitasome!

 We’ll discuss more market specifi cs at our next event 
which is on our new website at www.ksccim.com. It’s break-
fast style meeting (I promise to get you out by lunch.) called 
the Commercial Real Estate forum held next month with 
a line up experts in every area of real estate. Rod Stewart, 
SEC always comes up with the best ideas. Seriously folks, 
you won’t want to miss it! Please spread the word.

 Time to toot our horn a bit. The Kansas CCIM Chap-
ter is the strongest, best organized Chapter in the country. 
We hear it from our sister chapters and institute leaders 
constantly. We’re always sharing best practices and new 
program ideas. This is attributed to an amazing board of 
directors who are passionate about Commercial Real Es-
tate, dedicated, motivated and know how to get crap done. 
They hold the highest regard for the Designation and what 
it stands for. They care about people and our community 
and raising the standards of professionalism in Commercial 
Real Estate.

 During Commercial Real Estate week we held events, 
education opportunities and networking meetings that 
brought in some of the fi nest, creative real estate profes-
sionals from other parts of the country. Events were well 
attended and everyone walked away with something of val-
ue. We were proud to have the CCIM Institute President, 
Robin Webb, CCIM, join us and Don Gessen, CCIM, the 
Regional Vice President from Kansas City. They shared 
many initiatives that the institute is developing to increase 
value to its members and provide more innovative benefi ts.

 This past year we have worked hard to boost our pres-
ence in the community with a new website and up-to-date 
information on all social media levels. The content is up-
dated almost daily thanks to Lindsay Young with Nu Mar-

keting. Our membership at large has increased as well, but 
we’d love to see more members enjoying the benefi ts of 
association with the best Commercial Real Estate profes-
sionals in the area. It is possible. If we can dream it we can 
make it happen. By the way, why aren’t you a member? 
(Yes, that was a shameless plug.)

 As to not be accused of being the “Yeti Rambler,” I will 
conclude with the following: Thank you members, Plati-
num Sponsors, CCIM Institute and everyone who supports 
the chapter in big and small ways. Thank you especially 
to Alvena Hanson and Kristin Bradley with REALTORS®

of South Central Kansas who keeps us organized and on 
point. A fi nal thank you to Daryl Crotts, Rod Stewart and 
David Leyh for encouraging me to get my CCIM and who 
continue to be friends, mentors and my biggest fans. Love 
you guys!
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