
Welcome!

In my previous 
contribution, I 
expressed my 
hope that 2021 
would be a transi-
tion year towards 
the post-pandem-
ic era. While many 

of our region’s vaccination programs are 
well up and running, it is clear that not 
all regions have the same access to such 
programs. There have been many logistic, 
financial, safety, and political issues. On 
June 6, the Center for Systems Science 
and Engineering of the Johns Hopkins 
University (JHU, Baltimore, US) reported 
more than 170 million cases with over 3.7 
million deaths worldwide (https://systems.
jhu.edu/). Many countries have recently cor-
rected their reported numbers upwards, 
sometimes with a factor up to three or 
four, so we can safely assume that the num-
ber of victims is a multitude larger than 
what has been reported by the JHU team. 
We can only hope that vaccine production 
capacity will continue to extend and that all 
countries worldwide will get equal access 
such that new variants stop developing and 
that the pandemic finally comes to an end.

You may remember that in spring of 2020 
we had an intense debate within our society 
about whether or not IBC2020 could be 
held in person in Seoul, as scheduled. One 
option on the table was to postpone the 
meeting by one year. We now know that the 
decision made to cancel the meeting and to 
offer a selection of the scientific program vir-
tually, was the right one. This summer, many 
professional statistical societies such as the 
International Society for Clinical Biostatistics 

(ISCB), the International Statistical Institute 
(ISI), the American Statistical Association 
(ASA), and the Statistical Modelling Society 
(SMS), to name a few, will hold their meet-
ings virtually. Hence, it is no surprise that 
we already start to receive questions about 
our plans for IBC2022. As you know, the 
meeting is scheduled to take place in Riga 
(Latvia) from Monday July 11 to Friday July 
15, 2022, with pre-conference short courses 
on Sunday July 10. We are still hopeful that 
we will be able to meet in person. On the 
other hand, we are sensitive to the fact that 
traveling may still not be possible for all our 
members so we are exploring options for 
a hybrid program in which some selected 
components of the in-person meeting will 
be offered online as well.

In the meantime, preparations of the meet-
ing are progressing well. We have bi-weekly 
planning meetings with the co-chairs of the 
local organizing committee, the internation-
al program chair, officers and staff mem-
bers, and representatives of our conference 
management company. The education com-
mittee already selected 3 full day and 4 half 
day short courses, and the international 
program committee is currently selecting 
the invited sessions. Our president-elect 
José Pinheiro is selecting a keynote speak-
er for the president’s invited address, and 
we are planning a special session on the 
history of IBS to celebrate the 75th anni-
versary of our society. The program is 
starting to take shape and details will soon 
be available through the IBC2022 website 
which is close to being launched. Finally, I 
invite all members to submit proposals for 
contributed presentations. The deadline is 
September 30, and details can be found on 
the IBS website.
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From the Editor
Biometric Bulletin’s President’s Corner is better known and rec-
ognized for its outstanding endeavor in providing comprehensive 
information on recent past, present and future IBS activities of inter-
est in a concise manner. In addition to other modalities of regular 
communication practiced by IBO, members always look forward to 
authoritative updates directly shared by IBS President. This time the 
fourth and first paragraphs of his message are linked to me also. 

A recent decision by IBS in favor of my continuance as executive-ed-
itor Biometric Bulletin for another term of three years (2022-24) 
has enthused interest in me to seriously review and think of ways to 
further broaden the scope of the contents of the bulletin. Honestly 
admitting we all are well satisfied with the present structured for-
mat of the bulletin that is achieved with all-out consistent efforts 
of decades. I hope ongoing special columns on reorientation of 
knowledge like ‘Software Corner’ and ‘STRATOS’ are quite beneficial 
and reviewed with interest by the members. The inclusion of ‘Basic-
Themes’ by the Editor has been an added effort to provoke interest 
in the members to initiate a meaningful discussion on the subject 
through ‘Response to the Editor’ column. We also invited some 
innovative thoughts simultaneously. These tasks are focused towards 
continued orientation of the existing knowledge. Of course, these 
extra efforts are beyond the basic responsibility of the bulletin in 
specifically disseminating to IBS members the latest updates available 
with IBO as well those provided by the correspondents reporting 
the regional activities on quarterly basis. I am sure in coordination 
with feedback to be received from the members we should come 
out with the proposal to be spelt-out in the next issue suggesting 
some minor changes for the approvals.

Against an optimistic post-pandemic era predicted earlier, the 
concerns expressed by IBS President in the first paragraph of his 
message are much relevant and reflective of the recent scenario 
experienced in Indian region. During the recent past we have terri-
bly lost several of our most active colleagues of eminence including 
those established practitioners in public health. The second wave of 
Covid-19 had also shocked and shaken my entire family affecting one 
after another including me during April-May, 2021. But with God’s 
grace we all have come out of it and are gradually recovering. We 
experienced and realised that in case a family member especially if a 
small kid gets infected the home isolation and quarantine mechanism, 
even if best tried is bound to fail. This issue regretfully has to miss 
sharing a basic theme and also there is no response to the editor. 

Ajit Sahai
Biometric Bulletin, Editor

President’s Corner 
Continued from p. 1
On a completely different note, I am happy to announce that the 
executive board approved the appointment of three editors. Dr. 
Ajit Sahai (Indian region) has been re-appointed for a second term 
as Biometric Bulletin executive editor, Dr. Jorge Mateu (Spanish 
region) has been appointed as successor of Dr. Brian Reich as 
JABES editor, and Dr. Katja Ickstadt (German region) has been 
appointed as successor of Dr. Mark Brewer as Biometrics co-editor. 
All terms will start on January 1, 2022 and run until December 31 
2024. Congratulations to all appointees and thank you to Brian and 
Mark for their service as (co-)editors.

I also would like to take the opportunity to give you a heads up of 
two upcoming officer appointments. You may remember that mem-
bership approved splitting the position secretary/treasurer into 
two separate roles. In the future, the secretary and treasurer will 
be elected in odd numbered years, for two-year terms, renewable 
once, and both officers will take office at the beginning of an IBC 
year. Our nominating committee, currently chaired by Louise Ryan, 
is finalizing its search for candidates after which an election by our 
general membership will be organized.

In a previous contribution I already talked about our explora-
tion to appoint a social media officer. In close consultation with 
the executive board and the committee on communications, the 
current proposal is to have two officers with staggered entry to 
guarantee continuity and to allow splitting the workload. The job 
description has been finalized and we will soon launch a call for 
nominations. We are looking for enthusiastic members who are 
familiar with various social media and who will work with our staff 
and volunteers to ensure that a steady stream of relevant content 
for biometricians and statisticians is sourced from and shared with 
our audience through all active social media channels. If you are 
interested feel free to step forward and contact me or any of our 
staff members. Likewise, if you know of enthusiastic colleagues who 
have experience with social media, please bring this new initiative 
to their attention and motivate them to apply for this new position 
within our society.  

Another new initiative that is about to be launched is the IBS 
mentorship program. Members in large institutions may easily have 
access to various forms of mentoring and guidance. Others may 
find themselves isolated and may experience difficulties to get the 
quality mentoring needed to grow professionally, irrespective of 
being in academia, industry, governmental agencies, or elsewhere. 
The IBS mentorship program therefore aims at providing a plat-
form where members in search of mentoring can easily be matched 
with potential mentors. Mentees and mentors can freely decide 
about the most appropriate way of interacting, and ideally will meet 
in person at the biennial IBC conference or at any of our regional 
meetings. A committee composed of Louise Ryan (Australasian 
region), Jim Todd (Tanzanian Region), Clelia Di Serio (Italian Region), 
Lupe Gomez Melis (Spanish region), Teresa Boca (Argentinian 
region), and Alison Kelly (Australasian region), is currently devel-
oping the practicalities of the program. Soon, a test phase will be 
launched and evaluated after which the program can be extended 
to the general membership. Depending on the success of the pro-
gram, we consider holding an in-person version at IBC2022 in Riga.

To conclude, I would like to reiterate what I wrote last year, i.e., that 
I am sorry that travel restrictions have prevented me from visiting 
some of our regions. Since I took over the presidency from Louise 
Ryan, I have been able to visit only one of our regions and it does 
not look like I will be able to visit many more before the end of 
my term in December 2021. This feels like a missed opportunity 
because I am strongly convinced that a society as ours can only 
serve its members if the officers fully understand the needs and 
concerns of its regions. Travel being hampered, I invite all members 
to contact me or any of our staff members with suggestions on 
how we can better serve and support your local statistical com-
munity. Thank you in advance. 

Geert Verbeke
IBS President
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XXXI International Biometric Conference 
(IBC2022)
10-15 July 2022 - Radisson Blu Latvija 
Conference & Spa Hotel, Riga, Latvia
A Welcome from the Local Organizing Committee 
Dear Members,

On behalf of the Local Organizing Committee, I am pleased to invite 
you to participate in the International Biometric Conference 2022 in 
the capital of Latvia – Riga. 

I would like to invite you to visit Riga – the city of the conference, 
which is not only Latvian, but also the pearl of the Baltics. The 
Historic Centre of Riga or Old Town Riga is listed in the UNESCO’s 
World Heritage List. Every century has left its path in the face of Riga, 
and it can be seen in architecture, in Old Riga and Riga city centre 
where, along Alberta Street, the Art-Noveau towers and facades 
intersect with medieval buildings and old wooden architecture.

Riga has hidden hundreds and even thousands of stories. The most 
popular tourist path leads down the narrow, cobbled streets of the 
Old Town Riga, such as Rozena Street, the narrowest street in Riga, 
where, if you try hard enough, it is possible to reach the wall of 
houses on the other side of the street. The most spectacular building, 
which allows you to explore the panoramic view of Riga as well as 
surrounding churches of Old Riga is from the tower of St. Peter`s 
Church, which is 72 m tall. The lovely Three Brothers houses, the 
Jauniela Street pastel colours, the Swedish Gate and the spectacular 
Dome Square opens a breathtaking view of the Old Town Riga.

Near the conference venue, Radisson Blu Latvija Conference & 
Spa Hotel, you can view Vermanes Garden, while further is located 
Kronvalda Park that offers a place for a rest with fountain and bench-
es, which is a great location to enjoy sunshine or have a picnic. 

Riga is clearly a gastronomic destination with a restaurant specific 
fusion kitchen. You can taste food that is typical for Latvia, tradition-
al recipes and meals from local chefs with a surprising combination 
of seasonal ingredients.  

The National Library of Latvia or also known as the Castle of Light 
is one of the most important cultural projects of the 21st century 
– a modern culture and information centre, which also provides an 
impressive view from upper floors to Riga panorama.

Riga offers a dynamic cultural life bringing together world-class art-
ists as in art museums you can see works of classical and contempo-
rary artists, while in a relaxed atmosphere in evenings you can listen 
to the outdoor concerts of various artists at K. K. fon Stricka Villa 
or in Tallinn Street Quarter which is a popular place among locals 
for entertainment. 

Explore, see and enjoy Riga at the International Biometric Conference 
2022.

Andrejs Ivanovs, LOC Chair
Krista Fischer, LOC Co-Chair

Short Course Program Confirmed

Four half day and three full day Short Course proposals have been 
selected for presentation just before the International Biometric 
Conference begins on 11 July 2022.  All Short Courses will take 
place on Sunday, 10 July 2022.  These courses are taught by experi-
enced professionals who are experts in their fields, so you do not 
want to miss out!  We’ll be providing additional information about 
these courses over the next few months! We’re excited to see our 
IBC2022 program come together. Congratulations to the following:

Full Day Courses

Pseudo Observations in Survival Analysis
Instructors - Per Kragh Anderson & Henrik Ravn

Bayesian Methods for Missing Covariates in Longitudinal 
Studies
Instructors - Nicole Erler & Emmanuel Lesaffre

Network Modeling for High-Dimensional Data
Instructors - Carel F. Peeters & Wessel N. van Wieringen

Half Day Courses

Time to Event Outcome with Statistical Learning
Instructor - Malka Gorfine

Analysis of Interval-Censored Time-to-event Data: Methods 
and Applications
Instructors - Professor, Jianguo (Tony) Sun & Professor, Ding-Geng 
(Din) Chen

Estimand-aligned Statistical Analyses of Clinical Trials
Instructors - Tobias Mutze & Frank Bretz

International Biometric 
Conference 
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Mathematical Modelling of Reach-World Infectious Disease 
Epidemics - An R Based Hands-On Short Course
Instructor - Ashok Krishnamurthy

Statistics in Practice Showcase now Confirmed
Effective Visual Communication for Quantitative Scientists
Instructor 1: Marc Vandemeulebroecke, Global Group Head, 
Novartis Analytics Department
Instructor 2: Mark Baillie, Director Data Scientist - Advanced 
Methodology and Data Science Group at Novartis

Call for Contributed Sessions

The IBS invites abstracts for contributed oral and poster presenta-
tions for the 31st International Biometric Conference (IBC2022).  
Abstracts may be submitted online through 30 September 2021. 

Submissions from a broad range of perspectives are encouraged. The 
following link provides an indication of the methodological topics and 
application areas that have been covered at previous conferences and 
will be covered at the upcoming conference:  Methodological Topics 
& Application Areas

For additional information and instructions please click here: https://
bit.ly/2UU0Aph

If you’re ready to submit your abstract today, please click here: 
https://ibc2022.abstractcentral.com/ 

Future Conferences...
XXXII International Biometric Conference (IBC2024)
Early December 2024
Buenos Aires, Argentina

XXXIII International Biometric Conference (IBC2026)
Northern Hemisphere Summer, 2026 
Seoul, Korea

Editorial Update
Biometrics
September 2021 Issue Highlights
The September issue contains a broad area of Biometric Methodology 
papers, including “Estimation of incubation period and generation 
time based on observed length-biased epidemic cohort with cen-
soring for COVID-19 outbreak in China,” by Yuhao Deng, Chong 
You, Yukun Liu, Jing Qin, and Xiao-Hua Zhou, “Resampling-based 
confidence intervals for model-free robust inference on optimal 
treatment regimes,” by Yunan Wu and Lan Wang, “Nonparametric 
analysis of nonhomogeneous multi-state processes based on clus-
tered observations,” by Giorgos Bakoyannis, “Approximate Bayesian 
inference for case-crossover models,” by Alex Stringer, Patrick 
Brown, and Jamie Stafford, “Post-stratification fusion learning in 
longitudinal data analysis,” by Lu Tang and Peter Song, “Analysis of 
noisy survival data with graphical proportional hazards measure-
ment error model,” by Li-Pang Chen and Grace Y. Yi, “Compositional 
knockoff filter for high-dimensional regression analysis of micro-
biome data,” by Arun Srinivasan, Lingzhou Xue,  and Xiang Zhan, 
“Cross-component registration for multivariate functional data, with 

application to growth curves,” by Cody Carroll, Hans-Georg Müller, 
and Alois Kneip, “Cluster non-Gaussian functional data,” by Qingzhi 
Zhong, Huazhen Lin, and Yi Li, “A weak-signal-assisted procedure 
for variable selection and statistical inference with an informative 
subsample,” by Fang Fang, Jiwei Zhao,    S. Ejaz Ahmed, and Annie Qu, 
“Multimodal neuroimaging data integration and pathway analysis,” by 
Yi Zhao, Lexin Li, and Brian S. Caffo, “Bayesian variable selection for 
non-Gaussian responses: A marginally-calibrated Copula approach,” 
by Nadja Klein and Michael Stanley Smith, and “Nonparametric 
trend estimation in functional time series with application to annual 
mortality rates,” by Israel Martínez-Hernández and Marc G. Genton.

Likewise, there is a collection of very interesting papers in 
the Biometric Practice section of the journal, encompassing: 
“Maximum likelihood abundance estimation from capture-re-
capture data when covariates are missing at random,” by Yang 
Liu, Yukun Liu, Pengfei Li, and Lin Zhu, “Statistical inference for 
natural language processing algorithms when predicting type 
2 diabetes using electronic health record notes,” by Brian L. 
Egleston,  Tian Bai,  Richard J. Bleicher, Taylor Stanford, Michael 
Lutz,  and Slobodan Vucetic, “Joint Penalized Spline Modeling of 
Multivariate Longitudinal Data, with Application to HIV-1 RNA 
Load Levels and CD4 Cell Counts,” by Lihui Zhao,  Tom Chen, 
Vladimir Novitsky, and Rui Wang, and “A batch-effect adjusted 
Simon’s two-stage design for cancer vaccine clinical studies,” by 
Chenguang Wang, Zhixin Wang, Gary L. Rosner, Warner K. Huh, 
Richard B.S. Roden, and Sejong Bae.

2022 - 2024 Co-Editor for Biometrics identified

The search committee to identify a successor for Co-Editor Mark 
Brewer, whose term will end 31 December 2021, has identified Katja 
Ickstadt (German Region), as Mark’s successor.  Both the Editorial 
Advisory Committee and the IBS Board have ratified the appoint-
ment. Katja will serve from 1 January 2022 to 21 December 2024  
The search committee consisted of Geert Molenberghs, Biometrics 
Executive Editor, Chair (Belgian Region); Bill Rosenberger, Biometrics 
CE (ENAR); Alan Welsh, Biometrics CE (Australasian Region); Mark 
Brewer, Biometrics CE (British & Irish Region);  Hans-Peter Piepho, 
EAC Chair (German Region); Tomasz Burzykowski (Polish Region); 
Ronald Geskus (Netherlands Region). 

Associate Editor Panel turnover

The panel of Associate Editors is composed of colleagues who 
each serve two-year terms. This means that every 1 July a num-
ber of them end their terms. The Co-Editors are in the process 
of inviting new Associate Editors to replace colleagues retiring 
and, in view of the large number of submissions received, also to 
expand the size of the panel. New Associate Editors are chosen 
to replace expertise lost by retiring Associate Editors, as well as 
to fill in gaps in expertise in certain areas, especially in emerging 
fields. It aims to have about 100 members, starting 1 July 2021.

Biometrics Editorial Board Meetings

In pre-pandemic times, in odd-numbered years, it was customary 
to have an Editorial Board meeting, traditionally coinciding with the 
North-American based Joint Statistical Meetings, late July or early 
August. In even-numbered years, there would be two such meet-
ings, including one during the International Biometric Conference 
in addition to the JSM based meeting. In 2020, two virtual Editorial 
Board meetings were organized, one in the middle of July and one 
near the end of the month, at times of day that would allow our 
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The Journal of Agricultural, Biological, and 
Environmental Statistics

The June issue of JABES features a review of the current literature 
and challenges of analyzing microbiome data for environmental and 
agricultural applications by Pratheepa Jeganathan and Susan Holmes 
of Standard University.  Microbiome data poses many statistical 
challenges due to its dimensionality and complex dependence 
structure, and in this paper the authors review statistical tech-
niques from exploratory tools to state-of-the-art Bayesian non-
parametric approaches.  The article is accompanied by R code for 
an extended illustrative example. The complete issue is comprised 
of the following papers:  

“A Statistical Perspective on the Challenges in Molecular Microbial 
Biology” by Pratheepa Jeganathan and Susan P. Holmes

“Testing Independence Between Two Spatial Random Fields by Shih-
Hao Huang, Hisn-Cheng Huang, Ruey S. Tsay and Guangming Pan 

“Continuous-Time Discrete-State Modeling for Deep Whale 
Dives” by Joshua Hewitt, Robert S. Schick and Alan E. Gelfand 

“Correcting Bias in Survival Probabilities for Partially Monitored 

Populations via Integrated Models” by Blanca Sarzo, Ruth King, 
David Conesa and Jonas Hentati-Sundberg

“A Sample Covariance-Based Approach for Spatial Binary Data” by 
Sahar Zarmehri, Ephraim M. Hanks and Lin Lin

“Combining Environmental Area Frame Surveys of a Finite 
Population” by Wilmer Prentius, Xin Zhao and Anton Grafström

“Optimizing the Allocation of Trials to Sub-regions in Multi-
environment Crop Variety Testing” by Maryna Prus and Hans-Peter 
Piepho

“Joint Modeling of Distances and Times in Point-Count Surveys” by 
Adam Martin-Schwarze, Jarad Niemi and Philip Dixon

“A Review of Applied Hierarchical Modelling in Ecology: Volume 2 
by Kéry and Royle” by Ben Swallow

“Variance Propagation for Density Surface Models” by Mark V. 
Bravington David L. Miller and Sharon L. Hedley

If you have a suggestion for a special issue, we would be pleased 
to hear from you.  We are also keen to publish papers that sum-
marize the state of methodological development in subject areas 
for which technological advances are generating a demand for new 
statistical approaches.  If such papers also speculate on likely future 
developments, so much the better.  If you feel that you could offer 
such a paper, or can suggest a topic together with possible authors, 
please let me know.

For more information on upcoming issues, the editorial board, and 
the aim and scope of the journal, please visit our website http://link.
springer.com/journal/13253. We also accept submissions of books 
to review in the upcoming issues of JABES; to submit a book for 
review, please see the above website (click on “Editorial Board’’) or 
contact Eleni Matechou (e.matechou@kent.ac.uk).

Please follow us on Twitter:  @JabesEditor.

Brian Reich
Editor in Chief
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truly global panel of Associate Editors to attend at least one of 
these at a reasonable hour. While this solution was forced upon us 
by the pandemic, it turned out to be a huge success, in terms of 
attendance and participation. Even though we thought in July 2020 
that this would be a one-off circumstance, we will be doing the 
very same thing in 2021, because of the heterogeneity in epidemi-
ological, vaccination, and travel situations around the world. One 
meeting will take place on July 16, 2021, the other on July 30-31, 
2021. While we cannot wait to also have face-to-face board meet-
ings, hopefully in 2022, it is conceivable that we will adopt a hybrid 
system in 2022, giving our Associate Editors a chance to participate, 
while being unable to attend a physical meeting. 

Geert Molenberghs, Executive Editor Biometrics
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STRengthening 
Analytical Thinking for 
Observational Studies 
(STRATOS): Recent 
activities of the Topic 
Group on Selection of 
Variables and Functional 
Forms in Multivariable 
Analysis (TG2)

Georg Heinze (1), Aris Perperoglou (2), Willi Sauerbrei (3) on 
behalf of Topic Group 2 of the STRATOS initiative

1 Medical University of Vienna, CeMSIIS, Section for Clinical 
Biometrics, Spitalgasse 23, 1090 Vienna, Austria

2 School of Mathematics, Statistics and Astrophysics, Newcastle 
University, UK

3 Institute of Medical Biometry and Statistics, Faculty of 
Medicine and Medical Center - University of Freiburg, Germany

The Biometric Bulletin introduced Topic Group (TG) 2 of the 
STRATOS initiative in 2018, where an overview of the problems 
in the practice of multivariable modelling was given [1]. Since 
then some time has passed, and hence we would like to provide 
the readership with an update on recent activities of this TG.

At present, our Topic Group consists of the regular members 
Georg Heinze, Aris Perperoglou, Willi Sauerbrei (co-chairs), 
Michal Abrahamowicz, Heiko Becher, Harald Binder, Thomas 
Cowling, Daniela Dunkler, Rolf Groenwold, Frank Harrell, Nadja 
Klein, Geraldine Rauch, Patrick Royston, and Matthias Schmid. 
Thomas Cowling, Rolf Groenwold and Nadja Klein joined after 
publication of the first report. Michael Kammer, Edwin Kipruto, 
Kim Luijken and Christine Wallisch have become the first mem-
bers of the newly established category of ‘Early Career Adjunct 
Members’ in the STRATOS initiative and they actively partici-
pate in our bimonthly Topic Group teleconferences and work 
on various related projects.

In 2020, our topic group published a detailed overview of the 
approaches to multivariable model building, in particular pro-
cedures for variable selection and for modelling continuous 
variables by specifying or selecting flexible functional forms 
[2]. The project was led by Willi Sauerbrei and Georg Heinze. 
When we identified the current knowledge on multivariable 
model building, we had to conclude that many procedures for 
variable selection have been proposed, but still severe gaps 
exist concerning knowledge about their performance. Well-
designed comparison studies of competing methods are scarce. 

An evidence based state-of-the-art does not yet exist, and we 
highlighted seven topics that need more empirical research. 
Some of them require further research with well-designed and 
conducted simulation studies, ideally neutral comparison stud-
ies. For more details on the relevance of such studies see the BB 
article from the simulation panel (3). Neutral simulation studies 
and comparative analyses of real studies are essential tools to 
gain knowledge about advantages and disadvantages of alterna-
tive statistical approaches, and their dependence on the data 
structure. Such knowledge is required to establish the state-of-
the-art needed for developing relevant guidance. Our overview 
has already received a lot of attention and has been presented 
at several conferences, e.g. at the ISCB 2019 in Leuven. It has 
triggered several new research projects by TG2 members on 
some of the seven issues highlighted in our paper [2], and here 
we just pick two:

Aris Perperoglou and Matthias Schmid led a review study on 
implementations of splines in R, where we noticed that the 
choice of basis functions seems less relevant for the result than 
the choice of hyperparameters [4]. Regarding issue 2, further 
investigations are underway, e.g. a comparison of different default 
settings for hyperparameters in simulation studies that cover a 
wide range of scenarios likely to be encountered in practice.

Issue 5 is about the role of shrinkage to correct for bias intro-
duced by data dependent modelling. Edwin Kipruto and Willi 
Sauerbrei are working on this topic, and besides analytical work 
they have already designed a large simulation study to compare 
several approaches which combine variable selection and shrink-
age. At the RSS 2021 meeting Willi will give a talk about this topic.

In medical research, many data analyses are conducted by 
analysts with only basic statistical training. Hence, as also 
already identified in our paper [2], often statistical methods are 
employed that do not efficiently use the available data or that 
even lead to serious biases and mis conclusions. For example, 
categorization of continuous predictors is still in wide use. 
This type of problem may be caused by a lack of translation 
of methodological research into guidance for data analysts. To 
investigate this further, Geraldine Rauch, Christine Wallisch and 
colleagues are currently reviewing a series of statistical (short) 
papers and tutorials that were published by medical journals 
with respect to various aspects of multivariable modelling. The 
protocol of this study was recently published [5], and a publi-
cation with the results will follow soon. Geraldine Rauch will 
present some of their results at the ISCB 2021.

One of the gaps in knowledge translation that we identified is 
missing guidance on adequate methods to consider continuous 
covariates in multivariable models. To fill this gap, the ‘Vienna 
branch’ of STRATOS-TG2 is currently working on an interactive 
tool to support education on modelling with fractional polyno-
mials or splines. Christine Wallisch will present this tool at the 
ISCB 2021. Rolf Groenwold has initiated a series of short videos 
about basic issues in statistical modelling. TG2 has completed 
work on  two videos about categorisation and modelling of 
continuous variables. Some of the other TGs have also started 
work on short videos and STRATOS intends to release a series 
of videos before the end of 2021.

Our Topic Group has started a collaboration with Topic Group 
3 on Initial Data Analysis, where we developed a principled 
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approach to data screening before a regression model is esti-
mated. Some intermediate results of this project were present-
ed by Georg Heinze and Marianne Huebner in 2020 at the ISCB 
and MEMTAB conferences.

Our Topic Group will be represented in some upcoming 
conferences. Besides ISCB 2021, there will be a session on 
Multivariable Modelling organized by Aris Perperoglou for 
the Meeting of the Royal Statistical Society taking place in 
Manchester in September featuring Willi Sauerbrei and Michal 
Abrahamowicz from our Topic Group. Georg Heinze, Christine 
Wallisch and Daniela Dunkler will give a pre-conference work-
shop on variable selection at the IBS Austro-Swiss Region con-
ference in Salzburg in September 2021. The workshop is based 
on their review paper published in 2018 in the Biometrical 
Journal [6].

An overview of current and past activities of our Topic Group 
and further materials about multivariable modelling can be 
obtained at our website  https://www.stratos-tg2.org.
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Software Corner: 
R-Ladies Global: 
promoting gender 
diversity worldwide in 
the R Community
Yanina Bellini Saibene and Sheila Saia 

R-Ladies Global Team

Having programming skills is becoming increasingly important for 
many activities both in the public and private spheres, whether 
they are scientific, educational, academic, or commercial. It’s also 
increasingly important to make processing and analysis as repro-
ducible and repeatable as possible. One of the most common 
languages of choice for data science and statistical computing is 
the R language.

The R community, as other programming communities, suffers 
from underrepresentation of women and other minority gen-
ders in every role and area of participation, including as leaders, 
package developers, conference speakers, conference participants, 
educators, or users.

As a diversity initiative, the mission of R-Ladies Global is to 
achieve proportionate representation by encouraging, inspiring, 
and empowering people of genders currently underrepresented 
in the R community. The primary function of R-Ladies Global is to 
support underrepresented-gender R enthusiasts to achieve their 
programming potential, by building a collaborative global network 
of R leaders, mentors, learners, and developers to facilitate indi-
vidual and collective progress worldwide.

R-Ladies Global received funding for the first time in 2016, from 
the R Consortium (a Linux Foundation Project). The organiza-
tion is composed of ‘chapters’, groups hosting events in cities 
or remotely, the latter for the benefit of everyone, regardless of 
geographic location and personal circumstances. To date, R-Ladies 
Global fosters the development of 198 chapters organizing more 
than 3000 events in 56 countries around the world with more 
than 70,000 members and over 80,000 followers across the var-
ious Twitter accounts.

R-Ladies Global provides the infrastructure for the chapters to 
work, such as email, Meetup, GitHub, Zoom account, YouTube 
channel, a guide for organizers, a new chapter mentor program, 
and the community workspace in Slack.

In addition, R-Ladies Global conducts worldwide activities such 
as hosting the R-Ladies Global directory, the abstract reviewer 
network, the Community Slack, the rotating Twitter account 
@WeAreRLadies, the R-Ladies Global Blog, the campaigns for 
International Day of Women and meta-meetups (events involv-
ing several chapters from different countries), participation as 
community partners of the largest R conferences, such as useR!, 
RStudio::conf, and LatinR among other initiatives.
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R-Ladies Global depends on the voluntary work of its members. 
Events are always free and accessible to all. Support from institutions, 
companies, and government is fundamental. This support can range 
from providing a meeting place to spread the news about a new 
chapter. Human resources training in Information Communication 
and Technology (ICT) performed by R-Ladies Global increases the 
number of ICT specialists in the labor market, helps reduce the gen-
der gap in the ICT field, and creates a space for professionals to solve 
problems in a collaborative and interdisciplinary way.

If you would like to get involved or find out more, head to the 
R-Ladies Global homepage and find a Chapter near you!

Region News 
Argentina Region (RARG) 
https://sites.google.com/view/gabvirtual2020/home 
Between November 10 and 12, 2020, the XXV Scientific Meeting of 
the Argentine Biometrics Group was held, for the first time in vir-
tual format. It was organized by the Argentine Group of Biometrics 
(IBS Argentine Region), and had the support of the International 
Biometric Society and the Faculty of Exact Sciences of the National 
University of the Center of the Province of Buenos Aires.

It had 190 attendees and 37 papers were presented in areas such as 
descriptive analysis, sampling, Bayesian methods, multivariate meth-
ods, models. Speakers were required to pre-record and upload 
their talk, with a limit of 5 minutes. Pre-recorded talks were played 
during the live sessions, and speakers then had a few minutes to 
respond, live, to questions at the end of their presentation.

Internationally recognized researchers were present at the lec-
tures: Drs. María del Pilar Díaz and Gloria Icaza (Statistical and 
epidemiological models contributing to the knowledge of the 
COVID-19 pandemic in the Region), Dr. Andrea Rotnitzky (Rules 
for the selection of the set of optimal adjustment variables in 
causal graphic models), PhD. Diego Jarquín (Development of a 
pipeline for genomic selection using large marker matrices (3K 
genotypes and 14 million markers in chickpea) and PhD. Pablo 
Verde (Bayesian Meta-analysis).

In addition, the Data Analysis Table was held (coordinated by Dr. 
Teresa Boca), in which a biological problem was presented to 
three different colleagues, with a database obtained in order to 
respond to this problem, and they were asked to independently 
present their solution or approaches to solve it; their approaches 
were compared and discussed during the session. Two mini-cours-
es were given (How to design a report quickly and easily with R 
Markdown by Dr. Teresa Boca and Statistical Models in Genetic 
Improvement by Dr. Cecilia Bruno).

Austro-Swiss Region (ROeS)
https://www.ibs-roes.org/home-en

The XXXIInd Conference of the Austro-Swiss Region of the 
International Biometric Society will take place in Salzburg 

(Austria) 7-10 September 2021. Conference theme is „Data, 
Evidence, and Insights. Statistical methods in the life sciences – 
current trends and a future outlook.“ 

Keynotes are given by Mats Karlsson, Regina Liu, Lisa Meier 
McShane, and Geert Molenberghs. Invited Sessions are planned 
on e.g. Replication Studies, Causal Inference, Statistical Genetics 
and Machine Learning, Observational Studies, Drug Development, 
Early Clinical Trials, Platform Trials, Confirmatory Adaptive Designs, 
and Model Discrimination Experiments, as well as on Statistical 
Advising. A pre-conference Short Course will be held on Variable 
Selection. Abstract submission is still open until 31 May 2021. 

Website: http://datascience.sbg.ac.at/ROeS2021/  

Belgian Region (RBe)
https://quetelet.be/

The Quetelet Prize Award Seminar

Each year the Belgian Region (Quetelet Society) awards two 
students for their outstanding thesis (either master or PhD). The 
prize is intended for students who recently obtained a Master/
PhD degree and who submitted a thesis that contributes to the 
development and application of statistical and mathematical theo-
ry and methods in the biosciences, including agriculture, biomed-
ical science and public health, ecology, environmental sciences, 
forestry, and allied disciplines.

The 2020 Quetelet Prize winners are

• Max Taubert (Hasselt University – Master of Statistics) 
Modeling the time-course and interrelationship 
of routine laboratory data to improve pharma-
cokinetic/-dynamic evaluations in intensive care 
patients

• Robin Vandaele (Ghent University – Master of Statistical Data 
Analysis) 
Topological Data Analysis for Evaluating Cell 
Trajectory Data Representations

In other years, the Quetelet prize winners were given the oppor-
tunity to present their work in a Quetelet session at the yearly 
meeting of the Royal Statistical Society of Belgium. As this meet-
ing was canceled this year for obvious reasons, we have organized 
a special online session, in collaboration with many local seminar 
series of all Belgian universities. This was organized on February 
24. To our knowledge this was the very first Belgian inter-univer-
sity biostatistics seminar organized at this scale! 

Olivier Thas
President Quetelet Society

British and Irish Region (BIR) 
www.bir.biometricsociety.org 
The 5th David Finney Lecture, online 18th March 2021

The annual meeting was co-organised by the Centre for Statistics 
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within the University of Edinburgh, hosted by the International Centre 
for Mathematical Sciences (ICMS) and sponsored by the IBS-BIR.

The 5th Annual David Finney Lecture was given by Professor Kerrie 
Mengerson and entitled ‘Crikey - it’s a Bayesian!’. Kerrie Mengerson 
is Distinguished Professor in Statistics at Queensland University 
of Technology in Brisbane, Australia. Bayesian statistics is now an 
established tool of trade for an applied statistician or data scientist. 
However, there are many open challenges in Bayesian modelling and 
analysis, which are often inspired by challenging real-world problems. 
Kerrie Mengersen discussed a suite of environmental and biological 
problems that required the building of better Bayesian tools to 
address increasingly sophisticated insights. David Finney was one of 
the first to publish on experimental design, bioassay, drug safety, sta-
tistical computing and genetics.  Asking the question ‘What if David 
Finney had been Bayesian?’. Kerrie discussed how David Finney might 
have approached these five topics from the Bayesian perspective. 
She did this by presenting a range of statistical challenges from the 
Antarctic to the Amazon, and from water to wellness based on her 
work with many different collaborators. The tools included spa-
tio-temporal models, nonparametrics, latent variable constructs and 
Bayesian network analyses. The talk ended with two quotes: ‘I think 
that an appreciation of variability ought to be part of a general educa-
tion’ (Finney) and ‘If we do one thing, and if we achieve one ambition, 
it will be to instil in everyone a knowledge of the power of data and 
how to wield it’ (Mengersen).

The talk was given virtually and attracted an audience of over 200 
people watching live via Zoom followed by a lively discussion. A 
recording of the presentation is available at

https://centreforstatistics.maths.ed.ac.uk/cfs/events/the-david-fin-
ney-lecture/5th-david-finney-lecture

Meeting and Workshop on Advanced Topics in 
Spatial Sampling, online 24th March 2021

A series of events on the topic of advanced spatial sampling was 
held on the 24th March 2021. The day was split into two parts 
with the morning dedicated to a workshop on Spatial sampling: 
some principles and practicalities and was run by Professor Murray 
Lark and the afternoon dedicated to a series of three webinars by 
Professor Janine Illian, Dr Peter Henrys and Dr Eleni Matechou. 
Both events were run online using zoom and with great participa-
tion. We had a sell-out of 31 participants to the morning workshop 
and around 58 attendees to the free afternoon webinars.

The morning workshop focussed on three principles, sampling to 
estimate the mean, sampling to predict (i.e. to map) and sampling to 
investigate spatial variability. Murray took participants through these 
different approaches highlighting that very different sampling strategies 
are needed to address each objective. The course was highly interac-
tive with the ability to follow examples in R and to work through prac-
ticals after each section. Participants asked questions throughout and 
showed great engagement. Attendees came from a broad geographical 
spread – a clear advantage of the virtual framework.

The first speaker of the afternoon was Janine Illian (University of 
Glasgow) whose talk was entitled Spatial modelling – a focus on sam-
pling and observation processes. With some fantastic photographic 
props Janine introduced some of the key aspects that need to be con-
sidered in ecological modelling, and by association the sampling needed 
to obtain data. These include, the spatial scale, landscape features and 
domains, interactions between species and of course the practicali-

ties of measurement. All of these introduce some constraints on the 
observation process which was introduced as an operation of the 
underlying point process to create a thinned point process. Janine went 
on to describe how the package inlabru allows users to implement 
such observation processes and use the underlying inla framework 
for inference.  A number of examples were used to demonstrate this 
approach including predicting the re-establishment of cranes in the UK 
and modelling orang-utan conservation in Borneo.

Peter Henrys (Centre of Ecology and Hydrology) gave the second 
talk entitled Monitoring the status, trends and impacts on vegetation 
at national scales: current practices and designs for the future. Pete’s 
talk focussed on the challenges of designing long-term monitoring 
studies due to the many different objectives from different stakehold-
ers some of which are not even known at the start of the survey. 
Increasingly, multiple sources of data are available to tackle similar 
questions, and so the second half of the talk focussed on different 
methodologies for combining such data and the link with the obser-
vation model, a theme continued from the first talk. A critical warn-
ing was issued that in some cases, combining data has detrimental 
impacts on the estimation when correlation is present. The final part 
of the talk touched on adaptive designs and how these can help the 
general framework for national monitoring, but of course the issue 
of multiple or ill-defined objectives remains.

The final speaker of the afternoon was Eleni Matechou (University 
of Kent) with her talk, How to walk the BeeWalk: modelling bum-
blebee citizen science data. Eleni’s talk introduced a citizen science 
project aimed at quantifying the abundance of bumble bee species 
throughout the UK. Interestingly, volunteers needed to be able to 
identify bees of different castes in order to construct a phenological 
model of the bee life cycle. The resulting data were incredibly sparse, 
limiting the ability to model things spatially due to quite complex 
observational processes. Despite this, Eleni showed how they have 
been successful in modelling the temporal dynamics of the bee life 
cycle and how this varies year-to-year and in different species. The 
modelling is openly available on an R shiny app for users to explore. 
Discussions concentrated on how the spatial aspect could be incor-
porated generating new ideas for future research.

All speakers gave fantastic talks with good cross-links between 
the talks. There were questions after all talks which stimulated 
some good discussions and opportunities for new collaborations. 
All in all, a successful event. Slides are now available and can be 
found here. Recordings will follow in due course.

Eastern Mediterranean Region (EMR) 
http://www2.stat-athens.aueb.gr/~emribs/ 

The Eastern Mediterranean Region’s 11st International Conference 
was held on Zoom during three consecutive Tuesdays, April 13, 20 
and 27, 2021. Highlights included the Presidential Address by Yoav 
Benjamini (Tel Aviv U.); the Marvin Zelen Memorial Lecture by Tianxi 
Cai (Harvard); featured talks by Bhramar Mukherjee (U. of Michigan), 
Ioannis Kontoyiannis (Cambridge), Hernando Ombao (KAUST), 
Refik Soyer (George Washington U.), Geert Molenberghs (U. Hasselt 
and KU Leuven) and Marc Baguelin (Imperial College London); invit-
ed talks on Covid-19-related research in Mediterranean countries 
(including Spain and Italy, who were represented on the program in 
keeping with EMR tradition); and a panel discussion on interaction 
between biostatisticians and decision-makers during the pandemic. 
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About 450 participants from over 40 countries registered, and most 
sessions were attended by 60-120 people. The winners of the student 
paper competition, sponsored by Frontier Science Foundation Hellas 
in memory of Prof. Stephen Lagakos, were Anastasia Chatzilena 
(Athens U. of Economics and Business), Liwen Wu (U. of Pittsburgh) 
and Wenxian Zhou (Indiana U.).

Eastern North American Region (ENAR) 
https://www.enar.org

WebENARs

Be sure to check the ENAR Webinar website for updates regard-
ing the upcoming WebENAR series, as well as for links to past 
WebENARs and their recordings: http://www.enar.org/education/
index.cfm.

2021 ENAR Spring Meeting, 14-17 March

The 2021 ENAR Spring Meeting was held 14-17 March virtually 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Despite being virtual, the program 
was a resounding success! More than 500 presentations by Invited, 
Contributed and Poster presenters, on topics such as COVID-19, 
equity research, causal inference, statistical genetics and spatial/tem-
poral modeling were given, and seven short courses, six tutorials, and 
nine roundtables were held. In addition, there was a Virtual Exhibit 
Hall, and the program provided many professional and social network-
ing opportunities.  ENAR extends congratulations to John Van Ryzin 
Award winner Larry Han, Harvard University and all recipients of the 
Distinguished Student Paper Award:  Garuav Agarwal, King Abdullah 
University of Science and Technology; Jonathan Boss, University of 
Michigan; Hengrui Cai, North Carolina State University; Ying Cui, 
Emory University; Xinyuan Dong, University of Washington; Andrew 
Griffin, North Carolina State University; Siyu Heng, University of 
Pennsylvania; William Hua, Johns Hopkins University; Sarah Reifeis, 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill; Kelly Speth, University of 
Michigan; Shuhan Tang, Ohio State University; Weijing Tang, University 
of Michigan; Yipeng Wang, University of Florida; Shuoyang Wang, 
Auburn University; Bingkai Wang, Johns Hopkins University; Yichi 
Zhang, North Carolina State University; Daiwei Zhang, University of 
Michigan; and Zhenwei Zhao, Boston University.

2021 JSM, 8-12 August

The 2021 Joint Statistical Meetings will be held from 8-12 August 
as a virtual meeting due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The theme 
of the 2021 meeting is “Statistics, Data, and the Stories They Tell.” 
ENAR has played a major role in organizing an outstanding pro-
gram, including organizing several invited and topic contributed 
sessions. We sincerely thank everyone who put forth proposals 
for these sessions. The 2021 JSM online program can be accessed 
at https://ww2.amstat.org/meetings/jsm/2021/program.cfm.

ENAR sincerely thanks Mark Meyer of Georgetown University 
for serving on the Program Committee for the 2021 JSM.

2022 ENAR Spring Meeting, 27-30 March, Houston, 
TX, USA

The 2022 ENAR Spring Meeting is scheduled to take place in-per-
son in Houston, Texas, USA at the Marriott Marquis Houston. 
Please suggest ideas and potential speakers and/or develop a formal 

proposal. Proposals on topics that have broad potential scientific 
impact are particularly encouraged. Invited sessions are 105 min-
utes long, and different formats are encouraged, such as sessions 
with four speakers, three speakers plus a discussant, or a panel 
discussion. Formal invited paper session, short course, and tutorial 
course suggestions are under review by the Program Committee.  
To informally suggest ideas, topics or names of potential speakers, 
please contact Program Chair Harrison Quick (hsq23@drexel.
edu) or Associate Program Chair Stacy Cobb (scobb0522@gmail.
com). Questions about short course and tutorial sessions should 
be directed to the Educational Advisory Committee (EAC) Chair 
Simone Gray (simonegray@cdc.gov). The local arrangements chair 
is Peng Wei (pwei2@mdanderson.org). The deadline for submitting 
invited session proposals is 11 June, 2021.

Future Meetings

Stay tuned for information about future meetings, including the 
2022 Joint Statistical Meetings to be held in Washington D.C., 
USA from 6-11 August, 2022 and the 2023 ENAR Spring Meeting 
to be held in Nashville, Tennessee, USA from 22-25 March, 2023.

German Region (DR)
http://www.biometrische-gesellschaft.de/

Awards

Young Talents Awards went to Moritz Berger for “Discrete subdis-
tribution hazard models” in Biometrics, and Pascal Schlosser for 
“Netboost: Network analysis improves high-dimensional omics analy-
sis through local dimensionality reduction” in IEEE/ACM TCBB. Young 
Talents Awards for their master theses wet to, Julia Duda for “Model 
selection characteristics when using MCP-Mod for dose-response 
gene expression data” (TU Dortmund), and Maren Hackenberg 
for “Temporal Dynamics in Generative Models” (ALU Freiburg). 
The Young Talent Award for a Bachelor thesis went to Anastasiia 
Holovchak for “Internal validation for descriptive clustering of gene 
expression data” (LMU Munich). Speakers of the Young Statisticians 
session of the annual conference were Diana Kormilez: “Predictions 
by random forests – confidence intervals and their coverage proba-
bilities”, Christina Nießl: “Over-optimism in benchmark studies and 
the multiplicity of analysis strategies when interpreting their results”, 
Zeyu Ding: “Variable importance measures for functional gradient 
descent boosting algorithms”, Hanna Brudermann: “Quality control 
in genome-wide association studies revisited: A critical evaluation of 
the standard methods”, and Ina Dormuth: “Which test for crossing 
survival curves? A user’s guide”. Topics with two or more sessions 
of four talks each were: “Statistical Machine Learning”, “Survival and 
Event History Analysis”, “Adaptive Designs”, “Non Clinical Statistics”, 
“Causal Inference”, and “Evidence Based Medicine and Meta-Analysis”.

Copulas workshop 2020-12-04

The working group Bayes Methods, specifically Christian Röver 
(University Göttingen), organized this half-day virtual workshop. 
Thirty-four listeners from around the world took part in the 
English language event.

The keynote lecture “Analyzing dependent data with vine copu-
las” was held by Claudia Czado, Technical University Munich. She 
took us through her book of the same title.
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The other speakers could build on this reference. Barbora 
Kessel, University Göttingen, solved a problem in “Simulation of 
random variables with prescribed marginals and given Pearson’s 
correlation” elegantly, even for the case of different non-normal 
marginal distributions. Jonathan Rathjens (Technical University 
Dortmund) gave an account of “Bayesian bivariate distributional 
regression of birth weight and gestational age”, in which even the 
association parameter of the copula depended on a covariate. The 
presentation of Paul Wiemann (Uni Göttingen) had unfortunately 
to be skipped due to illness. In “Bayesian approaches for vine 
copula models” Ariane Hanebeck (Technical University Munich) 
constructed a Hamiltonian MC sampler by first generating 
Kendall’s tau, the copula parameter. In the lively exchange of ideas 
during breaks and discussion moderated by Reinhard Vonthein 
(University Lübeck), Claudia Czado added, that posterior distri-
butions may be copulas, too, and that the proposal density of a 
sampler may be adapted using a copula fit to prior draws from 
the posterior distribution, if only to make sampling more efficient.

See also http://www.biometrische-gesellschaft.de/arbeitsgruppen/
bayes-methodik/workshops.html.

Pharmaceutical research

Working group Pharmaceutical Research met November 27 for its 
annual fall meeting. The online meeting on “COVID-19: Effects on 
statistics, methods and operations” featured the following talks: H. 
Buchner (Staburo), K. Rufibach (Roche): Estimands update: Summary 
of world-wide authority interaction. C. Gerlinger (Bayer): Bericht 
vom EFSPI regulatory statistics workshop und vom EMA Biostatistics 
Working Party Stakeholders Meeting. S. Englert (AbbVie): Statistical 
considerations for clinical trials impacted by Covid-19 – perspective of 
the Pharmaceutical Industry Covid-19 Biostatistics Working Group. T. 
Ruppert (VfA): Clinical studies of medicinal Covid-19 therapy – Review 
of projects in progress. U. Nicolay (GSK): Clinical Development of 
Vaccines. B. Fu (Sanofi): Clinical Development of Covid-19 Vaccines.

Meetings Calendar

Workshop of the working group “Adaptive designs and multiple 
testing procedures”, June 10-11, online. Registration: https://www.
conftool.org/admtp-workshop-2020/index.php

Working group Nonparametrical Statistics and Multivariate 
Analysis organizes a workshop on “Exploring the limits of 
advanced Meta-Analysis” to be held Sept. 30 to Oct. 1, 2021. 
Invited speakers will be Georgia Salanti, Daniel Jackson, Sofia Dia, 
Wolfgang Viechtbauer, and Ian White.

The annual conference of the German Region in 2022, March 28 
to April 1, will be a joint meeting of statistical societies that are 
members of DAGStat hosted by three Hamburg Universities.

Reinhard Vonthein

Report from the 67th Biometric Colloquium “Scenes 
from Biostatistics”

The 67th Biometric Colloquium “Scenes from Biostatistics” of 
the German Region of the International Biometric Society (IBS-
DR) took place this year from March 14 to 17 online. It was orga-
nized by the Institute of Biostatistics and Clinical Research of the 
Westfälische Wilhelms-Universität Münster. The goal was to make 
this meeting, albeit online, as close as possible to an on-site event. 

An extensive program was put together by the program com-
mittee chaired by the president of the IBS-DR Werner Brannath. 
The interesting scientific program was conducted in four parallel 
sessions with lively discussions. 18 invited speakers, four panel 
discussions, three tutorials, the popular Statistics in Practice, 105 
submitted papers, 12 posters, and ten award-winning young-stat-
isticians talks represented the full breadth of our field. 

Highlights were the keynotes “Machine Learning in Biometrics” 
by Chris Holmes and “Semiparametric Sensitivity Analysis: 
Unmeasured Confounding in Observational Studies” by Daniel 
Scharfstein, as well as the public lecture “Statistics in Times of 
Corona - The Complex Path to Vaccine Approval” by Benjamin 
Hofner from the Paul-Ehrlich-Institute in Germany. 

A specially designed virtual conference building in Gather.Town 
created a live conference atmosphere. Via personal virtual avatars, 
one could talk as in real life in twos, threes, or more. Comfortable 
looking couch corners, small lounges, game tables, and bars invit-
ed to stay and chat. 

In addition to the exciting scientific program, there were a num-
ber of other events such as an online wine tasting, two virtual 
get-togethers, various meetings of the IBS-DR working groups, 
and the Münster panoramas. 

With 438 audience members of the public lecture and 424 par-
ticipants of the conference, the 67th Biometric Colloquium was 
a great success for all involved. The organizers received many 
positive feedback from the participants.  

Andreas Faldum  
(University of Münster, IBS-DR)

Japanese Region (JR)
http://www.biometrics.gr.jp/ 

We would like to inform the IBS Members of very sad news 
that Professor Yasuo Ohashi at Chuo University (a Professor 
emeritus at the University of Tokyo) passed away on March 11, 
2021. He was the former President of the Biometric Society of 
Japan (Japanese Region) and had made outstanding contributions 
to research and education in biostatistics and related fields, in 
particular, in clinical trials. We would like to express our sincere 
condolences on the loss and thank you so much for your love 
towards Professor Yasuo Ohashi.

Shigeyuki Matsui
President, Biometric Society of Japan

Kenyan Region (GKe)
https://www.ibskenya.org/

The 2020 Annual Meeting of the Kenya Region of the International 
Biometric Society was held on 22 January 2021 in which various 
office bearers were elected. The region elected officials for the 
Executive committee, Governing Council and various standing 
committees (Finance, Membership, Strategic Planning & pro-
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gramme, Membership, and Editorial). Elected executive committee 
members: Henry Kissinger (Chair), Thomas Achia (Vice - Chair), 
Elias Obudho (Secretary), Jane Poole (Vice-Secretary), Caroline 
Mugo (Treasurer) and Vincent Were (Co-opted Organizing 
Secretary). 

Their region will have hosted its bimonthly seminar on Friday, 
26 March 2021. The seminar was held virtually and focused on 
the “COVID 19 Situation in Kenya” presented by Prof.  Edgar 
Otumba of Maseno University.

On a sad note, the region lost a long serving and dedicated member, 
John Ali Mwangi, through a tragic road accident that occurred on 
12 February 2021 along Nakuru – Nairobi Highway, Kenya. Mwangi 
was the region’s treasurer and membership committee member. 

Upcoming Events: IBS SUSAN 2021 Conference

The Kenya Region of the International Biometric Society will 
host the 17th Sub-Saharan Africa Network (SUSAN) Conference 
which will take place between 6-9 September 2021. Due to the 
current COVID2019 pandemic the conference will be virtual. The 
theme of the conference is “Biometrics in the era of Big Data for 
Health and Food Security.”

The sub-themes are: Mhealth, Genetics/bioinformatics, Spatial 
Analysis, Precision Medicine, Data mining, Infectious disease 
modeling, Crop modeling, Causal inference, Health economics, 
Implementation science, Climate change, Value chain analysis, Data 
to information systems, Machine learning/ artificial intelligence, 
Crop modeling, Environmental statistics, Reproducible research, 
and Global health and food security.

The first day of the conference, 6th September, will be dedicated 
to a pre-conference short courses workshop. The pre-conference 
workshop courses include Infectious diseases monitoring 
and modeling using R presented by Prof Z. Skhedy (uHas-
selt) & Prof K. Zuma (HSRC).

Important Dates:

Abstract notifications of abstract acceptance: 15 JUNE 2021

Conference dates: 6 - 9 September 2021 (Virtual)

For conference registration and further details about the IBS 
SUSAN 2021 visit:  https://susan2021.ibskenya.org

The Spanish Region (REsp)  
http://www.biometricsociety.net/ 

The Spanish Region of the 
IBS (SEB) has started a 
cycle of virtual conferences 
(SEB-talks) oriented to 
researchers, biostatisticians, 

and the general public to highlight  the main advances in the area 
of Statistics developed by researchers mainly from this region but 
also from abroad.

Talks will be scheduled each two months approximately. 
Conferences details and registration information will be sent by 
mail by the Spanish Biometric Society, although the information 

will be also posted on Twitter (#SEBTalks, @SEBiostatistics). 
This cycle of conferences started past February, with three talks 
performed until now: The first talk served as a tribute to the 
200th anniversary of the birth of Florence Nightingale: “Florence 
Nightingale: A role model in the XXIst century” (Guadalupe 
Gómez Melis, Department of Statistics and Operation Research 
Department,  Universitat Politècnica de Catalunya). The second 
talk, “Spatial Epidemiology for beginners” (Virgilio Gómez-
Rubio and Francisco Palmí, Universidad de Castilla-La Mancha) 
highlighted the importance of epidemiology and in particular of 
the information systems in epidemiology nowadays. The third 
talk, Entendiendo el valor P: ¿un rival de la Ciencia? (Erik Cobo, 
Department of Statistics and Operation Research Department, 
Universitat Politècnica de Catalunya), addressed the problem with 
the abuse in using the p-value in applied statistics, this last one 
was jointly organized with the Spanish Statistics and Operation 
Research Society (SEIO). All conferences were very successful 
with more than 70  attendees. Next seminar is scheduled by 
July 1st, 2021, titled Sports Analytics: El papel del bioestadísti-
co deportivo, the invited speaker is Martí Casals (Facultad de 
Medicina y Ciencias de la Salud, Universidad de Vic-Universidad 
Central de Cataluña)

Moreover, in case anyone cannot attend them, all the talks and 
conferences will be recorded and posted on the Spanish Biometric 
Society’s Youtube channel as they become available (https://www.
youtube.com/channel/UC2PMj-JhzeKFhW4jok_0rEA) 

The Organizing Committee and the Spanish Biometric Society 
want to thank all the attendees and speakers of these virtual 
conferences and encourage other researchers to attend these as 
well as to contribute with oral talks.

We look forward to seeing you there!

Spanish Biometrics Conference (CEB) 2021

Given the current epidemiological situation in Spain and its 
development over the last few months, and given the uncer-
tainty about the evolution of the vaccination process, the SEB 
board has approved the postponement of the Spanish Biometrics 
Conference CEB-2021. Therefore, it will be celebrated next year 
on 25-27 May 2022. The venue will be in Madrid as previously 
planned.

Western North  American Region (WNAR)  
http://wnar.org/ 

The 2021 WNAR/IMS will be held virtually this year from 14-16 
June 2021 with short courses preceding the meeting. The meet-
ing will include invited sessions, contributed sessions, a poster 
competition, and a student paper and presentation competition. 
Registration information and other details about the meeting are 
available on the WNAR site www.wnar.org. 

Megan Othus (WNAR Secretary)
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Announcements & 
Upcoming Events
Network and Inter-Regional Activities 
Funding Program

Upcoming deadline for proposals for the first half of 
2022

DUE: 30 September 2021

You may start sending in your applications for Network and 
Region joint activities that are scheduled to start in the first half 
of 2022 (January 1 - June 30).  We understand that we still might 
not be able to meet in person during this period due to the con-
tinuing COVID-19 pandemic so we will be accepting applications 
for joint virtual conferences as well. The guiding principle is that 
the activity must encourage inter-regional interaction.  Additionally, 
there should be some contribution from the participating regions 
and some general benefit to the Society at large. 

As a reminder, the Executive Board allocates $20,000 in total per 
year to this funding program. Each activity award is subject to a 
maximum of $5,000.  Applications can be submitted twice a year: 
by March 31 for activities that are scheduled to start in the second 
half of the same year (July 1 - December 31) and by September 
30 for activities scheduled to start in the first half of the following 
year (January 1 - June 30). 

All submissions should be sent to Regions@biomet-
ricsociety.org by 30 September 2021. 

Additional details about the submission can be found on the IBS 
Website here.

Journal Club
Journal Club is an online webinar initiative developed by the 
IBS Education Committee in order to offer a platform for IBS 
Members and Networks to discuss recent papers published in the 
IBS Journals, Biometrics and JABES.

IBS members are able to register for each Journal Club session 
free of charge, and also view previous Journal Club sessions. To see 
previously-recorded sessions, visit the Video Sessions page.

19 AUGUST 2021 AT 15:00 GMT (11:00 AM Eastern 
Time USA)
Paper Title: Bayesian analysis of survival data with missing cen-
soring indicators, Biometrics, Volume 77, Issue 1, 305-315

Authors: Naomi C. Brownstein, Veronica Bunn, Luis M. Castro, 
Debajyoti Sinha

Speaker: Naomi C. Brownstein, Moffitt Cancer Center, USA

Discussant: N/A

Register here for the August session!

Do you have a favorite paper that you just discov-
ered? Or possibly a paper that you have bookmarked 
and revisit often? Let us know about it. We want your 
help with suggestions for upcoming discussion papers for the 
August, October and December 2021 Journal Club discussions. 
Please email the IBO with your suggestions and we will present 
them to our Journal Club Organizer and Chair, Joshua Tebbs, for 
review. 

IBS, IBS Regional and Non-IBS Events and 
Meetings
View the meetings calendar here!
Is something missing? Would you like to add your meeting or 
event to our calendar? If so, please send an email to IBS@biomet-
ricsociety.org with the following information:

1. Event Title

2. Event Description & Location

3. Event Category (IBS Regional Event, IBS Event, Non-IBS 
Event)

4. Event Link

5. Start/End Date
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Get Connected!

Join the IBS Members Community::

1. Sign in to biometricsociety.org with your existing creden-
tials. Contact us if you need assistance. 

2. Visit your profile to update your personal information 
and edit privacy settings.

3. Click Community in the main navigation and select All 
Communities. Members will see a brand new IBS 
Members community to join.

4. After you join the community, be sure to click on the 
group Settings and customize Email Notifications 
so you can only receive the information you want (real-
time updates, a daily digest, or no emails). You may set your 
preferred email address here as well. 

5. The final step, post an update or topic! This channel is 
for IBS members, the goal is to empower 6,000 colleagues 
worldwide to share their unique perspectives, reach out, 
and connect. It will take some time to cultivate these dis-
cussions organically so we appreciate your patience and 
also your input.

We welcome all comments and feedback about the new website. 
Let us know what you think!

Follow IBS on Social Media!

Twitter @IBSstats

Facebook @BiometricSociety

LinkedIn @International Biometric Society
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