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The International Biometric Society’s 

IBO Update! 
 

The e-newsletter for Region leadership and administrators, from 
The International Biometric Office (IBO) 

February 2020 

 
Note: Though IBO Update is intended for IBS Region leaders and administrators, you are welcome to share any relevant information 
with your members. Any questions regarding the appropriateness of sharing one or more topics, or requests for additional details, may 
be forwarded via e-mail to Executive Director, Peter Doherty. Thanks for reading! 

 
In This Issue: 
  

• Regarding COVID-19 and IBC Planning 
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• Call for Contributed Oral and Poster Presentations, IBC 2020 

• Contributions Sought for Travel Awards Fund - IMPORTANT 

• Representative Council Update 

• IBS Honors Nominations Reminder 

• New IBS Website Update 

• IBS Journal Club – Register for 16 April 

• IBS Social Media Liaisons, and Posting of Event Photos on IBS Facebook / Twitter 

• Biometric Bulletin – Are Your Region Correspondents Active? 

• IBS Representative Council Network and Inter-Regional Activities Funding Programme 

• Data Collection and Privacy Reminder 

• Region Administrator Training Session Coming Soon 

• Host Region Sought for IBS Executive Board Meeting, Early 2021 

• Please Update Your Regional Officers 

 
A Message from the International Biometric Society concerning COVID-19 and IBC Planning 
 

Please note: We hope that you received a copy of the message sent on 24 February to all IBS members concerning the continued 

developments related to the COVID-19 virus. If not, a copy of the message is below. The IBO and IBS leaders are happy to discuss 

these developments in more detail, and as you might expect, we are keeping up with developments as they happen. We hope to 

bring the latest information on this topic to you, while also remaining optimistic that conditions will permit all IBC activities to take 

place as planned. We are happy to offer our perspective at this time on how and if IBS activities may be affected or adjusted, and we 

wish to assure all members that our goal is for you and your colleagues to realize the best possible experience at our next and future 

IBCs. You are welcome to share this information with your membership. 

 
Dear IBS Members, 
 
Preparations continue for our biennial International Biometric Conference (IBC) to be held in Seoul, Korea on 
July 5-10, 2020. It is shaping up to be an excellent meeting, but as you can imagine, news regarding the COVID-
19 virus is an ongoing concern for those of us involved in the planning.   
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At this point, our strategy is to keep a close eye on the latest WHO guidelines and recommendations. 
According to this website as of a few days ago, "WHO advises against the application of any restrictions of 
international traffic based on the information currently available on this event." Their argument is that the 
various control measures imposed by China and many other countries are doing a good job of containing the 
outbreak. Thus, there is every hope that the crisis will be well and truly over by July. WHO has been careful to 
warn against panic and over-reaction which can cause severe economic hardship and disruption. With all of 
this in mind, we are, for now, proceeding confidently with the expectation that IBC will take place as planned. 
We will, of course, continue to monitor the situation and will update you accordingly.   
 
Depending on how things go in the next few weeks, we will likely extend the early bird registration deadline 
beyond April 16, 2020. Please stay tuned! 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to extend our support and best wishes to any colleagues who may be 
directly affected by the outbreak.  
 
Sincerely  
 
Geert Verbeke, IBS President 
Louise Ryan, IBS Outgoing President and Organizing President for IBC2020 

 
Update – IBC 2020 and 2022 
 

With approximately 18 weeks to go, planning continues! IBC 2020 will be held in 
Seoul, Korea at the COEX International Convention Center in the southern 
portion of the city, from July 5-10. The Local Organizing Committee has just 
confirmed the final venues for our IBC 2020 social events. Our desire is to bring 
not only high-quality scientific sessions, but a taste of Seoul and its culture to 
you! See the IBC website for more updates related to these memorable 
activities, including the Thursday Gala Dinner at Floating Island on the Han River.  
 
In addition, more hotel information and a list of tours and excursions is about to 
be posted. Attendees may register for the conference online now. Visit 
https://ibc2020.org/home for a list of approved hotels with special pricing, just 
for IBC attendees. And as the results of the search for session speakers are 
confirmed in the coming weeks, we urge speakers to book their air travel and 
other transportation as soon as possible. The price of a refundable ticket is still 
quite varied (we are recommending seeking out refundable travel options at this 
time), and there are discounted tickets still to be had. Seoul has the reputation 
for being an expensive city. But we can assure you that by taking early action to 
secure your travel, it will make quite a difference!  

 
Thanks to those members who submitted an abstract! The submission system at 
https://ibc2020.abstractcentral.com/ has now closed to new submissions (though you are still welcome to 
review your status), and the review process has begun. And as a reminder, travel awards may be made 
available to those who meet the qualifications and who have submitted an approved abstract for the IBC. 
Decisions on travel funding will be made soon.  
 

mailto:ibs@biometricsociety.org
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Do you have connections to industry which might prove useful to IBC leadership? A full sponsorship and 
exhibitor prospectus is available here: https://ibc2020.org/sponsorship-exhibits. 
 
Make plans to join us for IBC 2022 from July 10-15, 2022 in Riga, Latvia. Our Local Organizing Committee has 
already begun planning for a sneak preview of IBC 2022 during the Closing Session of IBC 2020. The 
conference will be held in Riga, Latvia at the Radisson Blu Latvija Conference & Spa Hotel. Within the city’s 
center, the beautiful streets, parks and attractions will entice you to stay a bit longer after the conference! 

 
Contributions Sought for Travel Awards Fund - IMPORTANT 
 
Perhaps you received the recent communication from Geert Verbeke, IBS President. If your Region is able, the 
Society asks that you consider contributing to the IBC2020 Travel Awards Fund.  This fund goes a long way in 
helping IBS members from low and middle-income countries attend the IBC. It is not only our hope, but we 
feel it is our obligation to do what we can to ensure that biometrics professionals from all over the world will 
be able to join us in Seoul, regardless of their ability to pay personally. The IBS dispersed nearly $21,000 USD 
in travel grants during 2019 to help send worthy candidates to Region meetings and events, and the IBS has 
once again pledged a generous sum to this fund for 2020. However, we cannot do this alone. The needs of all 
LMIC members are our focus in 2020. Any contribution by a Region or individual toward LMIC travel to the 
2020 IBC will be matched by the IBS, up to $20,000 USD total. So please consider making a donation, either 
directly through the IBC website or as part of the Region dues collection process. We will work with you to 
make the transfer process as easy as possible. For more information on the travel awards program, contact 
Amanda Bignall at the IBO.  

 
Update regarding IBC 2024 Expressions of Interest 
 
This will be the final update on the IBC 2024 Expressions of Interest process. The Conference Advisory 
Committee has moved to the next phase of the selection process, in which potential host cities are further 
evaluated in order to select the two finalist Regions. We wish to thank the three remaining Regions for their 
hard work in putting together three excellent bids! The two finalist Regions are expected to give a “live” 
presentation to the Conference Advisory Committee in Seoul. The chosen Region will be announced at the IBC 
2020 Closing Ceremony. Good luck to all! 

 
Representative Council Update 
 
The new Representative Council term has begun. The first meeting will be held during the IBC in July. This 
meeting is currently planned for Thursday morning, 9 July, though the schedule is subject to change. 
Representative Council members are expected to attend this meeting. Council members may register here.  
 
Representative Council members are also involved in the approval of candidates for several IBS honors. 
Nominations are still being accepted through 6 March for three of the Society’s most revered awards: 
Honorary Life Membership, The Rob Kempton Award for Outstanding Contribution to the Development of 
Biometry in the Developing World, and The Award for Outstanding Contribution to the Development of the 
IBS. Award recipients will be honoured during IBC2020 in Seoul, Korea. For a list of past recipients, visit the 
Honors and Awards page.  
  

mailto:ibs@biometricsociety.org
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IBS Honors Nominations Reminder 
 
The deadline to submit a nomination for any of IBS’s major awards is 6 March. Click below to begin the 
process: 

 
Honorary Life Membership 
Rob Kempton Award for Outstanding Contributions to the Development of Biometry in the Developing World 
Award for Outstanding Contributions to the Development of the International Biometric Society 

 
New IBS Website Update 
 
We are literally just days away from launch of 
our new website. As has been reported 
previously, the site is being taken “live” in 
stages. The first stage was the development of 
the minisite for the International Biometric 
Conference. The second phase, the overall IBS 
site, is about to be completed with many small 
tasks remaining. But we expect the work to be 
completed very soon. The third phase will be 
the development of two Region-branded mini 
sites. The first is nearing completion, while the 
second will become active sometime in the 
2nd/3rd quarter timeframe. 
 
We continue to rely on support from committee Chair Jürgen Kübler and the rest of the Website and 
Membership Advisory Committee as we attempt to complete this massive project. We are happy to report 
that the project seems to be falling within budget! The list of committee members is available here: 
https://www.biometricsociety.org/website-advisory-committee/ 
 
Once the IBS overall site is launched (to be located at www.biometricsociety.org), we will notify all Region 
contacts so that you have an opportunity to try out the site during the early weeks. The committee will 
continue to be involved for many months, in order to ensure that all web-based processes are running 
smoothly. Thanks to outgoing President Louise Ryan for her vision and determination in ensuring that this 
project never lost its momentum! We hope you enjoy the next phase of the project! 
 

IBS Journal Club – Register for 16 April 
 
After a recent and highly successful Journal Club session during Asia’s business day (we hope you were able to 
join us!), the IBS Journal Club returns to its traditional time for the next session, which is planned for 16 April. 
As a reminder, Journal Club presentations are free for IBS members. Our organizer Jim Todd looks forward to 
seeing you and your Region’s members online! Want to learn more about the Journal Club? Visit 
https://www.biometricsociety.org/education/journal-club/  
  
16 April, 2020 15:00 UTC (GMT) / 10:00 AM ET | REGISTER 
"Longitudinal and time-to-drop-out joint models can lead to seriously biased estimates when the drop-out mechanism is at random" 
Speaker: Christos Thomadakis 

mailto:ibs@biometricsociety.org
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IBS Social Media Liaisons, and Posting of Event Photos on IBS Facebook / Twitter 
 
Help us to continue posting interesting photos and news on our IBS Facebook and Twitter pages! Send us 
photos and information about events occurring in your Region. We will post these items, with an appropriate 
caption, to the IBS Facebook or Twitter account on your behalf. To see the latest posts, we encourage you to 
go directly to our social media pages using these links: 
 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/International-Biometric-Society-160276730693749/   
Twitter: https://twitter.com/IBSstats  
NEW LinkedIn Company Page: https://www.linkedin.com/company/15716178/admin/  
 
We also encourage those Regions who have not identified a Social Media Liaison to reach out to the 
International Biometric Office for more information. The sharing of interesting information and industry-based 
content online with the rest of our community was a major topic in past months. We look forward to your 
input, and your content. Some of it may even be featured on the new IBS website, due to launch in March!  

 
Biometric Bulletin – Are Your Region Correspondents Active? 
 
Each Region should appoint a Biometric Bulletin correspondent whose role is to report on regional matters in 
advance of each issue. The deadline for Biometric Bulletin correspondents to send their submissions to the 
Editor for the next issue is fast approaching. For more information, or to confirm your current Region 
Correspondent, please contact Kristi Wolford, our IBS Director of Operations.  
 
This last issue of volume-36 reminded us of several initiatives taken and the academic events organized and 
reported by several IBS regions throughout the calendar year 2019. These very well organized, informative 
regional contributions helped make the Bulletin more interesting and colorful. It seems some of the Regions 
have either not been active or hesitant in reporting their regional activities. We shall be eagerly looking 
forward to periodic reports from such unreported Regions hopefully during the year 2020. 
 

IBS Representative Council Network and Inter-Regional Activities Funding Program 
 
Region leadership are encouraged to apply for funding through this annual program! 
 
This program establishes a funding mechanism for such activities on a more formal and regular basis. The 
above examples illustrate the types of activities that can be considered, but there are many other possible 
activities that could be funded under the program, so regions should be creative in their proposals. For 
instance, inter-regional activities like organizing a symposium or a workshop at a conference being organized 
by a scientific organization other than the IBS could be funded which would also increase the outreach 
activities of our society. The guiding principle is that the activity must involve and encourage inter-region 
interaction. The expectation is that there should be some contribution, maybe in-kind, from the participating 
regions and some general benefit to the Society at large. 
 
Amount: The Executive Board allocates $20,000 in total per year to this funding program. Each activity award 
is subject to a maximum of $5,000. 

mailto:ibs@biometricsociety.org
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Eligibility: Applications can be submitted twice a year: by March 31 for activities that are scheduled to start in 
the second half of the same year (July 1 – December 31) and by September 30 for activities scheduled to start 
in the first half of the following year (January 1 – June 30). 
 
Regions or Networks should send their proposal for a Network or inter-Regional activity to the Taskforce of 
the Representative Council by e-mail. In general, a Region or a Network can apply for only one activity in a 
single funding round. Deviations from this rule need a particular justification. Regions or Networks must 
demonstrate how funded activities will reinforce links between regions. To find out more, click here.  
 

Data Collection and Privacy Reminder 
 
As a reminder, shown below is a link to the new IBS Data Collection and Privacy Policy. This privacy policy 
provides members and others with important details about the information we collect, how we use it, and 
how we comply with GDPR (the EU General Data Protection Regulation) and other relevant regulations. GDPR 
affects all European IBS Regions, as well as any Region with members or customers who reside in the E.U. 
 
The IBO continues to track the latest developments related to privacy legislation and regulations, including the 
most recent developments related to the California Consumer Privacy Act, which just recently went into 
effect.   
 
The IBO, IBS Executive Board and Representative Council members all wish to support the Regions in their 
efforts to develop their own Data Collection and Privacy Policy. After all, your members are also our members. 
We are wondering if your Region is engaged in developing a local policy statement. We recommend that each 
Region take steps to develop their own written policy. Once a policy statement has been drafted, we suggest 
that Regions compare their policy with ours to ensure that they are properly aligned. However, please note 
that we do not intend to recommend changes to your local policy. We only wish to offer guidance, if it would 
be helpful. Please feel free to contact Executive Director, Peter Doherty regarding any concerns.  
 

Region Administrator Training Sessions Coming Soon 
 
The IBO will once again be offering training to new and existing administrators. However, in light of the 
pending launch of the new website, and potential changes to the way that information flows between the 
Regions and the IBS, we have decided to postpone the training. The next session will focus on the new 
website. More information and specific dates and times will follow soon!  
 

Host Region Sought for IBS Executive Board Meeting, Early 2021 
 
In odd-numbered years, the IBS often designates one of its Region or Network conferences as the venue for a 
meeting of the IBS Executive Board. The Board will typically meet in Europe during these years. If your 
organization is interested in being considered as a host for such an event, please contact Executive Director, 
Peter Doherty.  

 
Please Update Your Regional Officers 
 

Don’t forget to notify the IBO if there has been a change to your Region’s officers. Lists of officers from the 
Regions are maintained in our member database. Providing the IBO with updates will allow us to communicate 
effectively with all the Regions about upcoming Society events and new programs, membership dues 
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deadlines and more. Don’t assume that we are aware of local officer changes! If you think you might have new 
information for us, please send updates to the IBO.   
 
That is all for now! Please let us know if we can help you in any way.  
Sincerely, Your IBO Staff 

mailto:ibs@biometricsociety.org
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