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IBS Committee Meeting Notes – IBC2014

July 2014

Florence, Italy

Committee Name:  Committee on Communications
Chair:  Sue Welham
Attendees: 
Sue Welham (British and Irish Region, chair), 
Dilip Nath (Indian Region), 
Ethelbert C. Nduka (Nigerian Region), 
Raúl Macchiavelli (Central American-Caribbean Region), 
Julio Di Rienzo (Argentinean Region), 
Dimitris Karlis (ex-officio, Eastern Mediterranean Region – Biometric Bulletin Editor), 
Dee Ann Walker (ex-officio, International Business Office), 
John Hinde (ex-officio, International Biometric Society President)

Vicente Núñez-Antón (ex-officio, Spanish Region, Executive Board). 

1. Development of IBS website

· IBS abstracts should be available from the website. The abstract submission form should be amended so that permission is granted on submission and this can then easily be implemented.

· The website should aim to use small files so that downloading is easy even when internet connectivity is poor. This is an issue for the Biometric Bulletin which is currently assembled as a single pdf document and hence a large file. 

· Provision of more news items would be desirable. These could be supplied by members, and could include overlap with Biometric Bulletin items, although this would need to be managed carefully. We could nominate a group of young members to put news items up on the IBS Facebook page, and suitable items could be transferred to the website by the IBO. There is a danger of geographic imbalance which we should try to avoid.

· Some statistics on website usage would be helpful to evaluate more/less popular sections. 

2. Development of Biometric Bulletin (BB)
· The special topic articles have been well-received, but ideas for articles are required to keep the series running. 
· As a series, the BB holds a lot of historical information on the IBS, so a series of articles on departments/institutions with a long-standing connection to the IBS might be appropriate. (A similar article recently appeared in Biometrics, so there is a possible overlap here).

· Development of an html version of the BB is desirable (in addition to the pdf version) to resolve problems of download size, but some technical details need to be resolved first. 

3. Development of IBS strategy for us of social media

· The purpose of the IBS in having a presence on social media must be clear. Currently our Facebook and Twitter accounts are quite barren, which makes the society look inactive.

· We need young members who understand the format to be involved. We might start with the Facebook account and allow each region to nominate a member to post news items of interest (also see above). 
· We might connect use of Facebook to the Journal Club, so that a discussion thread on Facebook could be used for each paper?

Actions

· IBO to amend abstract submission system to include permission for abstract to be made available on website, and to make arrangements for this to happen for next IBO. Also recommend this for regional meetings.

· Feasibility of getting young members to post news items on Facebook to be explored further. (SJW & committee)

· IBO to provide statistics on usage of website to Communications Committee.

· Informal committee to oversee BB special topic articles to be convened. (SJW & committee)
· Feasibility of series of historical articles in BB to be investigated, possibility of clash with Biometrics editorial direction to be checked. (SJW & committee)

· Dimitris Karlis (BB editor) to investigate possibilities of html version of BB.

· Feasibility of using Facebook page in conjunction with Journal Club to be explored further. (SJW & committee with Journal Club organiser)

Prepared by: Sue Welham from notes by Vicente Núñez-Antón
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