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David K. Jones, PhD, Named 2017 Recipient of the Thompson Prize for  

Young Investigators 

 

 

Washington, DC, May 22, 2017 – In recognition of his significant contributions to policy-making and 

policy implementation, David K. Jones, PhD, has been selected as the 2017 recipient of the John D. 

Thompson Prize for Young Investigators.  The Prize was established to honor John D. Thompson, a 

professor of health administration, who set standards in teaching, commitment to learning, collegial 

relationships, and health services research which are without peer.  It is awarded to faculty from AUPHA 

member programs whose work, which may be in any of several fields of disciplines, contributes to 

knowledge in health services.  Dr. Jones will be presented with the Prize at the AUPHA Annual Meeting 

this June in Long Beach, California. 

 Dr. Jones was nominated by Michael Stein, MD, Professor and Chair, Department of Health Law, 

Policy and Management, at Boston University.  “Dr. David Jones perfectly extends the illustrious list of 

Thompson Prize winners.  His important work is central to the mission of the Health Law, Policy & 

Management Department at Boston University School of Public Health, addressing policies that crucially 

affect the disadvantaged and vulnerable in our midst.” 

 Dr. Jones is an assistant professor at Boston University’s School of Public Health.  His research 

addresses the political and policy issues surrounding the ACA’s implementation.  His forthcoming book, 

“Exchange Politics:  Opposing Obamacare in Battleground States” comes out later this year.  He is 

working on a new book examining the social determinants of health in the Mississippi Delta. His work 

has appeared in academic journals such as the New England Journal of Medicine, the Journal of the 

American Medical Association, and the Journal of Health Politics, Policy and Law.  He earned his BA in 

Sociology from McGill University, his MSPH from the University of North Carolina, his MA and PhD from 

the University of Michigan. 

 Upon receiving the news that he was the 2017 recipient of the Thompson Prize, Dr. Jones noted, 

“I am thrilled by this award and honored to be included with previous winners of the Thompson Prize.” 

 Nominations for the 2018 Thompson Prize will be solicited in the fall and winter for submissions 

by early 2018.  In order to be eligible for the Prize, the nominee must be a faculty member at a Full 



Member AUPHA program, have been awarded a PhD no more than six years prior to consideration, and 

have not yet achieved tenure.  The Prize is intended to serve as a benchmark for pre-tenure work.  For 

additional information, visit AUPHA’s web site. 

 

 


