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From the Board of Directors 
 
The Section Board of Directors held its in-person meeting in conjunction with the fall Annual Meeting, on 

September 28, 2016.  Excerpts are as follows: 

 

Secretary 
 

1. AUA Section Secretaries Membership Council 

 

Dr. Tim Averch gave an update on the most recent meetings of the SSMC.  The Council is addressing 

harmonized training of Doctors of Osteopathy who are certified by the AOA Board and MDs who are 

certified by the American Board of Urology and how each training will become treated equally in the 

future as a requirement for AUA Active Membership.   

 

The Board discussed efforts underway by both the AUA and other Sections to engage Advanced Nurse 

Practitioners and Physician Assistants, and the viability of the Section pursuing this membership 

category for those in the United States.  The engagement of the APN/PA member segments is a primary 

strategic goal of the AUA and the Section is among other AUA Sections that is struggling to identify 

and define a membership value proposition for these categories.  The Board agreed that a task force 

should be appointed to work with the Secretary to pursue membership options, and or educational 

offerings for APN/PAs who reside in the U.S. 

 

2. Strategic Plan – Goal 

 

The Board revisited strategies that were developed at the April 2016 Board meeting, about how to better 

identify and engage community practitioners within the Section.  The Board agreed that a Task Force 

should be appointed to work with the Secretary to identify individuals in the Section who have attended 

the Section meeting only once in the past 4-5 years, or have not attended at all, especially to identify 

community non-academic members.  A survey of these members and non-meeting attendees is needed 

to determine their reasons for not attending the Section meeting.  The meeting can be marketed to this 

segment, with additional thought given to problem solving for these members (e.g., coding/practice 

management, hands-on skills learning).  The survey should also ascertain members’ alternative sources 

and patterns of obtaining CME credits, and interest in attending a topic specific meeting which might be 

held on a weekend day in their proximity. 

 

Treasurer 

 
1. Financial Statements 

 

Dr. Ken Pace presented the financial statements for the period ending June 30, 2016.  The Combined 

Statement of Financial Position for the 6-month period reflects Total Assets of $1,814,640, with Net 

Assets (Equity) of $1,723,906.  The Statement of Activities for the year shows total operating deficit of  
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($8,553), gain on investments of $54,385 resulting in a total increase of Net Assets of $45,832.  The 

main activity of the year relates to annual meeting, and at or about year end the Treasurer reviews cash 

needs and use of investments for operations. 

 

2. General Finance Discussion 
 

Section finances were discussed in a number of ways.  Mr. Shifflet reported that industry support of 

educational grants is expected to hit at or near budget and that the exhibits sales has surpassed budget, 

however that sales of industry symposia programs this year fell short and this single specific revenue 

source will again dramatically impact the budget and contribute to an operating deficit.  Several new 

ideas have been discussed recently among the Development Committee, including the revamping the 

Industry Support Opportunities Prospectus, engaging multiple companies to support topic sessions, 

pursuing mid-size companies that have clinical trials planned or underway that might not be on the radar 

at this point in time, and generally working more diligently year round with staff to engage companies 

earlier in the annual calendar year.  The Board did acknowledge current Development Committee and 

staff fundraising efforts and other steps that have been identified to reduce operating deficits.  

 

3. Investments Update 

 

Ms. Dorothy Boyer, Merrill Lynch Investment Advisor, joined the meeting by telephone and reported 

on 2016 investment activity through September 7.  The Section and Foundation combined investment 

return was 5.22%, which compares to a blended passive benchmark return of 4.15%.  Ms. Boyer 

explained that with inflation at 1.84% for the year, the Section able to meet its goal of preserving 

purchasing power of its investments.  Yields have continued to benefit from the broader allowable 

threshold for Equity (up to 50% before rebalancing is required, as opposed to 45%).   

 

Since October 2015, the Merrill Lynch accounts have been consolidated with the total portfolio balance 

of $1,732,570.   

 

Nominating Committee Report.  Dr. Greco presented the following Nominating Committee slate which was 

also approved at the October 1 Annual Business Meeting.   

 

Position Individual Notes 

President D. Robert Siemens, MD 1 year term 

President-Elect  Gerald Sufrin, MD 1 year term 

Past President  Ronald Kaufman, MD 1 year term 

Secretary  Timothy D. Averch, MD Year 3 of 4 

Treasurer Kenneth Pace, MD  Year 2 of 4 

Historian  Kevin Pranikoff, MD Year 1 of 4 

Canada  Alp Sener, MD 2 year term, renewable  

New York  Oleg Shapiro, MD   2 year term, renewable 

Pennsylvania  Jodi Maranchie, MD  Renew for 2
nd

 2-year term 

Representative-at-Large Can Julie Franc-Guimond, MD  Renew for 2
nd

 2-year term 

Representative-at-Large US Kevin Barlog, MD 1
st
 2 year term, renewable 

Young Urologist  Member CAN Sero Andonian, MD Begin 2 year term 
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Young Urologist  Member US Michelle “Jo” Semins, MD 2 year term 

AUA Board of Directors Dr. Barry Kogan to begin 

term in  May 2017 

2 year term, renewable 

 

The Board approved the following Section representatives to AUA committees. 

 

Committee Member Notes 
AUA Board of Directors – Section Rep Barry Kogan, MD Ascends to replace Dr. J. Denstedt 

AUA Board of Directors – Section Alt Hassan Razvi, MD To serve as Alternate for Dr. Kogan 

AUA History Committee Kevin Pranikoff, MD 1
st
 4-year term 

AUA Judicial & Ethics Committee Hassan Razvi, MD 1
st
 4-year term 

AUA Nominating Committee Hassan Razvi, MD 1
st
 2-year term 

AUA Practice Management Committee Louis D’Agostino, MD 2
nd

 3-year term 

AUA Public Policy Council Ronald Kaufman Jr., MD 1
st
 2-year term as Section Rep 

AUA Residents Committee Thomas Fuller, MD Renewal for 1 year 

AUA Young Urologists Committee Sero Andonian, MD 2 year renewal 2017-2019 

 

The Board approved the following Section nominations for 2017 AUA Awards. 

 
Award Nominee Notes 

Ramon Guiteras Edward Messing, MD 11th time nominated for this award 

Hugh Hampton Young Laurence Klotz, MD 2nd time nominated for this award 

Gold Cystoscope Alp Sener, MD 2nd time nominated for this award 

Lifetime Achievement Gerald Sufrin, MD 1st time nominated for this award 

Victor A. Politano Sender Herschorn, MD 10th  time nominated for this award 

William P. Didusch Art & History Jerzy Gajewski, MD 1st time nominated for this award 

Distinguished Contribution Edward Messing, MD 1st time nominated for this award 

Distinguished Service Kevin Pranikoff, MD 4th time nominated for this award 

Gold Cane James W. L. Wilson, MD 3rd time nominated for this award 

 

Historian 

 

Dr. Rabinowitz reported on his involvement with the AUA’s most recent History Exhibit at the May 2016 AUA 

Annual Meeting entitled “Doctor and Detective – Investigations in the History of Diagnostics” with 

presentations given at the history booth over a four day period.  Next year’s AUA exhibit will be on the History 

of the Kidney.  He urged the Board to visit the “Chief Complaints” exhibit at this current Section meeting.    Dr. 

Rabinowitz mentioned the death of past Section Historian Robert Meyer and that a eulogy would be held at this 

year’s member business meeting.  He reported that this would be his last report, having served for the last seven 

years as Section Historian, and that Dr. Kevin Pranikoff would be his successor.  He was thanked for his service 

as Section Historian, as well as is serving as Acting Historian of the AUA, and his report was received as 

information. 

 

AUA Board Representative 

 

Dr. Denstedt provided an Executive Summary of the AUA Board of Directors May meeting and other updates 

about AUA University, AUA Guidelines, Science & Quality Initiatives and AUA membership.  His report was 

received as information. 

 

Scholarship Research Committee 

 

1. Young Investigator Research Grant.  A total of five applications were received in 2016 (same number as 

last year).   The Board approved Dr. Dmitry Nikolavsky, SUNY Upstate Medical University, as the 

2016 receipt of the Section’s Young Investigator award. 
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 Current/prior project funding.  Each year the committee reviews applicants for the Section’s Young 

Investigator Award and since 2008 the committee has operated under the rule that those applicants 

without any peer reviewed federal funding (i.e. NIH, NCI, etc.) and/or other significant foundation 

funding (in excess of 1 year or $100k) receive preferential consideration for the Section grant.  The 

consideration has been given by way of a 10% addition to their total score.    The Board revisited and 

agreed to discontinue this policy, reasoning that the best of the best research projects should be worthy 

of Section support, regardless of current or prior funding.  Each project must be reviewed on its merit 

and carefully considered by the Committee. 

 

Concurrent Award from AUA/Section Match Program.  The Board discussed whether the same 

individuals who apply to and receive research grants from the AUA/UCF/Section Research Scholar 

match program should be eligible to apply for the Section’s Young Investigator Grant program.  The 

programs are similar in that they are intended to support young researchers within their first five years 

of obtaining a faculty position.  The AUA/Section program awards $40,000 per year to either PhD or 

MD awardees and requires the institutional match, whereas the Young Investigator program is a lesser 

amount of $30,000 intended to kick start a research project specifically for a young MD and does not 

require the institutional match.  The Board agreed in general that the Young Investigator program 

should be kept separate and apart so that one individual does not receive both awards.  The timing of 

when applicants apply and when the selection committees complete their work will have to be further 

considered, along with these rules updated.  Dr. Jody Maranchie agreed to liaise with the Scholarship 

Research Committee to address each of these Board discussions. 

 

2. Section Prize Essays.  The number of applicants for the annual Prize Essay contest this past year was 12, 

comparable to the past two years.  This year’s Prize Essay Winners and updates from previous scholars 

were received as information.  

 

1
st
 Place - Novel Concept and Method of Endoscopic Urethral Stricture Treatment Using Liquid 

Buccal Mucosal Graft and Histologic Evidence of its Engraftment, Jared Manwaring, MD - SUNY 

Upstate Medical University 

 

2
nd

 Place - Metabolic imaging of prostate cancer reveals intrapatient intermetastasis response 

heterogeneity to systemic therapy, Fannie Morin, MD - Laval University 

 

3
rd

 Place - Neurotransmitter Mechanisms underlying Sacral Neuromodulation of Bladder 

Overactivity in Cats, Jathin Bandari, MD - University of Pittsburgh 

 

IVUmed Grant Request 

 

The Board approved a $4,500 grant to IVUmed in support of the Resident Scholar program. 

 

 


